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EXT. PARK -- DAY

The park is heavily wooded and nostly deserted. Traffic
noi se i ndicates a nearby road. A picnic table is covered
with the aftermath of a neal - dirty plates, unfinished
nmeal s and containers of food. Four children play on nearby
pl ayground equi pnent, supervised by Belinda, 33, who nurses
her newborn son Caneron. At the table with the rest of

the adults, Peter, 34 and clean cut, calls to the el dest
chi | d.

PETER
Anna, |'ve got sonething for you.

Anna, a bright and happy 8 years old, cones over to him

ANNA
VWhat is it?
PETER
Her e.
ANNA
Ww, a caneral! Thanks, Uncle Peter!
PETER
No problem sweetie. Go take

pi ctures.

Anna runs off. Maggie, 36 and dressed sexy casual, shouts
after her.

MAGA E
Don't go too far!

ANNA
Il won't, nonl

Anna's dad Jason, 36 and untidy, pushes his plate away.

JASON
You shoul dn't have given her that.

PETER
It's point-and-click and | set the
f-stop so everything will be in
f ocus.

JASON
| mean, you shouldn't be buying
her things all the tine.

MAGA E
Jason, give it a rest.

JASON
You want her to grow up spoiled?

MAGA E
Don't be an ass.



PETER
It's no problem | can afford it.

JASON
And | can't, is that it?

MAGA E
Oh, for God's sake.

JASON
He's been rubbing it in ny face
ever since we got here, Maggie.

Max, 31, nt ervenes.

MAX
Okay, let's not do this. Famly
day, right? Let's be the famly
that gets along for a change.

JASON
Talk to M Success over there.
PETER
|"mjust trying to help out.
JASON
| don't need your God damm hel p!
MAGA E
Jason!
MAX
Jason, pl ease.
JASON
You heard him "Look at nme, |I'm
t he successful one".
PETER
|"ve worked hard to get where
am
JASON
So have I.
PETER
And where are you, Jason?
Unenpl oyed.
JASON

Don't you dare start with ne!

MAX
Enough!

Peter and Jason face off.

PETER
(st andi ng)
" mgoing to go across the road
and get the children sone dessert.



Peter | eaves.

MAGA E
Wel | done, geni us.

JASON
Maggi e, why don't you try not being
a bitch today. Just for sonething
new.

MAX
Can you two pl ease..

MAGA E
| f you could get that chip off
your shoul der maybe you could carry
some of the load in this marriage.

JASON
What the hell am | supposed to do?
There's no work. |'mnot the only

guy downsi zed out of a job, but
you treat ne like |I'mresponsible
for the global financial crisis.

MAGA E
My incone is the only thing keeping
us fed, Jason.

JASON
Wul d you stop throw ng that at
me? You're keeping us alive, |
get it! Wiat do you want ne to
do?

MAGGE E
You coul d show sone God damm
gratitude, for a start!

JASON

Wel |, thank you! Thank you for
bei ng the breadw nner. Hey, since
you do that so nuch better than
me, maybe you could be the one to
get a new job. A better paying
one. Dressed |ike that, you could
stand on street corners and neet
new and richer people.

Maggie is so nmad she doesn't imediately know how to
respond.

MAGAE E
| shoul d never have stayed with
you. I'mgoing to find Anna.

Maggi e | eaves. Max and Jason sit in unconfortable silence.

JASON
Say it.



MAX
| wasn't going to say anything.

JASON
No, you probably weren't. Peter
couldn't resist. Neither could I
| guess. You've always been the
| evel - headed one.

MAX
You're too nmuch |i ke Dad was.
Bot h of you.
JASON
Dad did all right.
MAX
So do you.
JASON

Jesus, Max. | got fired. M wfe
supports me by waiting tables.

MAX
You were laid off. Along with
many ot hers.

JASON
You' ve kept your job. Peter
Perfect's business just keeps
getting better.

MAX
Jason, it's not a contest.

JASON
If it's not a contest, then why am
| such a | oser?

Max chooses not to respond.

JASON ( CONT' D)
Are you happy, Max?

MAX
Yeah, | am | have a wife and
four gorgeous kids that | |ove
very nuch

Max | ooks towards Belinda, who snmles and waves.

JASON
| don't know if Maggie and | are
going to make it this tine.

MAX
You managed | ast tine.

JASON
That was different. W got our
mracle last tinmne.



Anna runs up to them waving the canera.

ANNA
Daddy, | ook at ny phot os!

JASON
Show e, honey.
(scrolling through)
Ww, they're beautiful. What's

this one?
ANNA
That's a bird.
JASON
That's great, precious. Show your
Uncl e Max.
MAX
(1 ooks)
Hey, they're really pretty. Just
i ke you. Anna, sweetie, | think

your nomis |ooking for you. She
went that way.

ANNA
kay.

Anna scanpers off.

JASON
That's our mracle girl.

MAX
She' s beauti ful .

JASON
Maggi e wanted children so badly.
When we found out how unlikely it
was, she kind of... disappeared
i nside herself. There was nothing
left to hang the marriage on.
Anna saved us.

MAX
You' Il get through this, too.

JASON
She' s wor ki ng ni ghtmare hours and
we spend all our tine snapping at
each other. | don't know how to
fix this, Max. | don't know if
even want to.

MAX
Do you | ove her?

JASON
| don't know. She's not the person
she used to be.



Jason tra

MAX
Are you?

JASON
No, | guess not. Since the |ayoff,
| feel useless.
MAX
You're a great father.

JASON
That doesn't pay the bills.

MAX
What |'msaying is that work isn't
the only neasure of success. Anna
is a great kid. Be proud of that.

JASON
She's the greatest thing that ever
happened to ne. And | can't even
support. ..

I's off, fighting tears.

JASON ( CONT' D)
| hate this. Tell nme what to do,
MVax.

MAX
| think you need a pl an.

JASON
| don't know where to start.

MAX
Start in the nost inportant place.
At hone.

JASON
(t hi nki ng)
Hone. Yeah. | guess | could
finally fix the back wi ndow. There
are enough chores around the house
to keep ne busy while |I'm | ooking
for work.

MAX
And that would help Maggie to see
you're putting in an effort.

JASON
Maybe it would. | guess | have
been kind of prickly lately. She
deserves better

MAX
New pl an, new man.

JASON
Wrth a shot. Thanks, WMax.



They shake hands. Anna runs up, canera in hand.

ANNA
| took nore photos, Daddy.

JASON
(scrolling through)
That's terrific, sweetie. Were's
your not her?

ANNA
Don't know.

MAX
She nust be getting worried if
she's still 1ooking for you, kiddo.

Maybe we shoul d go | ook for her.
(Jason is silent)

Jason?
But Jason has gone still and tense. He hands Max the
caner a.
JASON
| don't think she wants to be found
ri ght now.
MAX
(of f picture)
Oh, shit.
JASON
Anna, go play wi th your cousins,
okay.
ANNA
Can | take nmy canera?
JASON
Not right now | want to show
your pictures to your nother.
ANNA
Do you think she'll |ike thenf
Jason doesn't answer.
MAX
Go on, honey. W'I|l call you soon.

Anna runs to join her cousins. Jason takes the canera
back.

JASON
Did you know about this?

MAX
Jason, we don't know what "t his"
is.



JASON
| think it's pretty God damm
obvi ous, don't you?

MAX
You had a fight. This doesn't
nmean anyt hi ng.

JASON
We'll know soon

Peter and Maggie return. Peter carries a bag full of ice-
cream bl ocks.

PETER
Just desserts.
(off their
expr essi ons)
What ?

Jason hands the canmera to Peter. He sees the photo and
goes still.

JASON
Not hing to say?

PETER
Good camera. Even the background
is in focus.

JASON

Don't. Joke. About. This.
MAGG E

What the hell are you playing at

now?

She grabs the canera, sees the photo and goes white.

JASON
Expl ai n.

PETER
Jason. ..

JASON

Not you. Her.

MAGA E
| was upset, okay? Jesus Christ,
after the way you acted | needed a
bit of confort, that's all. Peter
happened to be there.

PETER
It was. ..
JASON
(to Peter)
Shut up.

( MORE)



JASON ( CONT' D)
(to Maggie)
You haven't kissed nme |ike that
since we dat ed.

MAGA E
Wen we dated, you actually cared
about nme! You haven't touched ne
in nonths, and God forbid you should
utter a kind word to ne. Since
you | ost your job, you' ve been so
wrapped up in your msery you
haven't had tinme for anything el se.
You' ve been a conpl ete asshol e,
and |'ve had enough of it.

JASON
How | ong?
MAGA E
Long enough.
Jason digests this.
JASON
| was just saying you deserved a
new man. | didn't realise you

al ready had one.

MAGA E
Don't you go all self-righteous,
you jerk. This was your fault. |
tried to be understandi ng, but
you' d al ready gone. Wen your job
vani shed, so did you

JASON
You know, before Anna, | was
terrified you were going to | eave
me. The day you told nme you were
pregnant was the best day of ny
life, because | knew we were going
to be all right.

MAGA E
You're so God damm sel f-centred.
Whenever sonet hing threatens your
manhood, you sink into this bl ack
depression. It's just |ike the
last tinme. |'mnot going through
t hat agai n.

JASON
| knew Peter was a prick but |
didn't expect this fromyou
There's no way you could have hurt
me nore. We're better off wthout
you.

MAGG E
Oh, no you don't. Anna stays with
ne.



10.

JASON
Col d day in hell, Mggie.

MAGA E
You don't have a job, Jason. How
are you going to support her?

JASON
|'mnot the unfaithful one.

MAGG E
The courts will take ny side!

JASON
She' s ny daught er!

PETER
No, she isn't.

Everyone is blindsided by this statenent.

JASON
What did you say?

MAX
Oh, shit.

MAGA E
Peter, no.

PETER

There was no mracle, Jason. You
were told you couldn't father
children, and you can't.

JASON
You asshol e!

MAX
Oh, shit.

MAGA E

For CGod's sakel!

PETER
It's past time, Maggie. This needs
to be said. Tell nme the truth.

Jason can't trust hinself to speak. Everyone waits on
Maggi e. She gathers herself, and addresses Jason.

MAGAG E
It was just one tinme. W were in
trouble and | was | onely and Peter
was there. That was the only tine.

JASON
Until now.

MAGG E
Until now.



11.

JASON
Anna?
MAGA E
| don't know. That's the truth,
Jason. | never tried to find out.
PETER
Testing will prove it. She's not
yours.
JASON
| f you say another word, | wll

break you in half.

PETER
Not goi ng to happen.

Jason goes for him Max intercepts.

PETER ( CONT' D)
Violence is going to look really
good at the custody hearing.

MAX
He's right, Jason! Stop! |It's
not worth it!

Jason quivers with the effort of refraining fromhitting
Peter.

PETER
Just one nore way for you to be
i mpot ent .

Jason goes for himagain. Mx stops himagain.

MAX
Jason, no! Back off! You can't
touch him

PETER

Dam strai ght.

MAX
(turning on Peter)
|, however, don't have that problem
So if you say anything el se, Peter,
| swear to you the next two things
you see will be ny fist, followed
by a paranedi c.

PETER
You' d never. ..

Max raises a fist.

PETER ( CONT' D)
Al right! Jesus!

MAGA E
" msorry, Jason



12.

JASON

"1l bet. New plan, new man.
MAGG E

Go to hell.
JASON

No thanks. |'d rather stay out of

your nei ghbor hood.
Anna rejoins the group.

ANNA
Did you like ny photos, nommy?
Monmy ?

The adults nmake an effort to be nornal

MAGAH E
They' re beautiful, honey. Cone
on, let's go hone.

ANNA
Can't we stay for a bit |onger?
MAGG E
No. It's over. @Gve your father
a hug.
ANNA
Wy ?
JASON

' mgoing to be staying with Uncle
Max for a little while, sweetheart.

ANNA
Are you in trouble, daddy?

JASON
No, sweetie. | just have to help
Uncl e Max around the house for a
whi | e.

ANNA
kay.
(she hugs Jason)
Bye.

JASON
| love you, baby girl.

ANNA
Love you, daddy.

Anna takes Maggie's hand and they wal k away. Peter | ooks
at Max and Jason. He |eaves w thout saying anything.

MAX
Well, that's quite a kick in the
bal I s.



13.

JASON
It is that.

MAX
You okay?

JASON

| think so, yeah. The odd thing
is that already | can see the
upsi de.

MAX
You nust have 2020 vision to see
it from here

JASON
Don't get nme wong, | still want
to smash the prick. But this is a
definite end. W' ve been hanging
on so long there's a kind of relief
init. And she can't bring ne
| ower than this. There's nowhere
to go but up

MAX
New man, new pl an.

JASON
Sonmething |ike that.

MAX
| admre your attitude, big brother
What about Anna?

JASON
She's ny mracle girl. And no
accident of genetics is going to
change t hat.

Max nods his agreenent. They reflect on the situation.

MAX
You know, there's one nore really
good thing to cone out of this.

JASON
VWhat's that?

MAX
W get to eat their ice-cream

Max grabs one for each of themand calls to his kids to
partake of the bounty.

FADE QUT:



	1	EXT. PARK -- DAY

