Emer gency Cont act
By
Marvin Reid



FADE | N

Sonme shots of Tinmes Square and the Enpire State Buil ding,
STOCK FOOTAGE of NYC to establish |ocation.

I NT. NEW YORK CI TY JEVELRY STORE -- DAY

Emerging froma CROAD of people on a city street, DAN EL
ANTHONY, late 30's, tall, African Anerican, very casually
dressed, walks into a mdtown jewelry store, he is greeted
by a CLERK, 20’s, female, sem -casually dressed.

CLERK

Good afternoon sir, can | help you?
DANI EL

Yes, |I'm |l ooking for sonething

uni que.
CLERK

How uni que are we tal king?

DANI EL
How about ‘if you have to ask you
can’t afford it’ unique?

CLERK
Touché; help ne out then, a ring,
chain, a bracelet maybe?

DANI EL
A bracelet | think; maybe Ii ke one
of these over here.

Dani el points out a dianond tennis bracelet in the case. The
clerk begins to search around for the key to renove the
bracel et fromthe case but cannot seemto find it.

The STORE MANAGER, 50's, graying, half-glasses, is seated in
his office in the rear of the store behind a large plate

gl ass door. He | ooks over at the surveillance canera at
Daniel, then over at a conposite SKETCH of a man fitting
Dani el s description on the wall next to him

He | ooks back and forth at the nonitor and the sketch few
times then picks up the tel ephone and dial s.

911 DI SPATCHER (O S.)
911 energency.



MANAGER
Yes, ah, hello.

911 DI SPATCHER (O.S.)
Where's your energency sir?

MANAGER
|"mat Lyburgh Jewelers on 46th and
Avenue of the Anericas.

911 DI SPATCHER (O.S.)
Are you being robbed sir?

MANAGER
Yes, by a guy fromthis conposite
sketch the police handed out.

911 DI SPATCHER (O S.)
Are you sure it’s himsir?

MANAGER
What do you nean am | sure? |'m
| ooking right at him could you send
hel p pl ease?

911 DI SPATCHER (0. S.)
s he armed? Is there anyone else in
the store?

MANAGER
.1 can't tell if he's arnmed and no,
no custoners are here, we're
supposed to close in a little while.

911 DI SPATCHER (O.S.)
XK sir, I'll send assi stance, are
you going to stay on the phone?

MANAGER
No, ah, ny assistant is out there so
|"mgoing to wal k out and send her
i n back.

911 DI SPATCHER (O. S.)
Sir, | must caution you to.sir?
Sir?!

He drops the phone, wal ks out of the back and steps up to
the counter to take over the sale. The clerk wal ks to the
back of the store.



MANAGER
l|"msorry sir, may | help you?

DANI EL
Yes, this is the bracelet |'m
interested in over here.

The manager nervously reaches for his keys and takes the
bracel et out of the case and hands it to Daniel. Dani el
notices the man's hands shaki ng.

DANI EL ( CONT' D)
You al right?

MANAGER
Yes, of course. Tell you what.you go
ahead and | ook at that and I'Il get

you a box. WIIl you be paying cash
or charge?

DANI EL
Cash; and | need to get going so
could you ring this up for ne?

The manager, hands still shaking stalls.
MANAGER
Yes, sure sir.but, I'"mgoing to have

to take that and clean it. It m ght
take a nonent or two. There's a

cof fee shop across the street so why
don't you go and have a latte? By
the tinme you get back | should be

done, it’ll only be a m nute,
real ly.

DANI EL
K, I'lIl be back in a few.

Dani el wal ks out. The clerk and manager review the
COMOPCSI TE SKETCH of a face very closely resenbling
Dani el ’ s.

CLERK

| don't think that's the guy.
MANAGER

It’s himalright, ook at this

pi cture.

CLERK



| don't know, he seens |legit. Maybe
we should just sell himthe jewelry?

MANAGER
According to this information the
guy al ways asks to purchase
sonething, waits until its wapped
and then shoots whoever is there. Do
you want to take that chance?

CLERK
No, but that bracel et costs over
three thousand dollars, | could use

t he comm ssi on.

MANAGER
And who wal ks around with three
grand in their wallet?

The clerk stares at the manager and shrugs her shoul ders.

The police arrive. DETECTIVE CLI VER, |ate 50's,

wal ks into the store with anot her

tie, and engages the nmanager.

The ot her detective positions hinself
Detective diver
VI DEO CAMERA just above the door

store.

DETECTI VE COLI VER
K, where is he?

MANAGER
| told him!| needed to clean the
pi ece so he went to get coffee. He's
across the street at Starbucks.

DETECTI VE QLI VER
VWhat's he weari ng?

MANAGER
Ah, a pair of jeans, jacket and a
bal | cap, the Knicks | think.

of the store.

DETECTI VE OLI VER
Li sten, |I'm gonna hang around in
here until he gets back. I'll have
back-up waiting so when he wal ks out
of the store we'll get him..
(on radio)

bal di ng,

DETECTI VE, 40’ s, coat and

in the rear of the
| ooks around the store and notices a
by the office in the rear



.this is command. The 2-11 suspect
is wearing a pair of jeans, a blue
j acket and a Knicks cap. He'll be
wal ki ng out of the coffee shop
across the street and back toward

the store. | want two unifornms on
either side of the store and one
directly in front, we'll box himin

and he won't have anywhere to run
This guy may be arnmed so don't take
any foolish chances. Wait for ny

si gnal .

EXT. COFFEE SHOP STOREFRONT -- DAY

Dani el wal ks out with his coffee and brushes past OFFI CER
STEPHANI E DESHOTEL, early 20's, bobbles his coffee, the cup
slips fromhis grasp and he drops it.

DANI EL
Damm it! You know how long | had to
wait for that coffee?

Dani el reaches inside his jacket.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Freeze!!l

Oficers draw their weapons and point themat Daniel, who is
turning to see what is happening. PEOPLE on the street begin
runni ng and SCREAM NG as the police nove in

Dani el notices the police noving in toward himw th their
WEAPONS drawn in his direction and he turns to see what is
happeni ng.

DANI EL
VWhat ?!'! What's goin' on?!

OFFI CER' S SCREAM NG
Get on the ground!!! Police!!!

Dani el turns around again and SHOTS ring out.

Daniel is hit twice; the ACTI ON appears to nove in SLOW
MOTI ON as a white hanky flies out of his hand as he falls to
t he ground.

The hanky falls just beyond the reach of his hand. He
continues to reach for it though in excruciating pain and
bl eedi ng.



Oficers swarmin with weapons drawn. Detective Aiver runs
out of the store to see Daniel gasping for air; he has his
radio in his hand. He runs across the street and stands over
Dani el .

DETECTI VE COLI VER
(on radi o) Man down, man down! 46th
and 6th code three! (to Daniel)W're
gonna get you sone help so hang in
t here.

Detective AQiver kneels next to Daniel; he looks into his
face with a | ook of recognition.

I NT. HOSPI TAL -- N GHT

Det ectives and other OFFI CERS are standing in the energency
room as PEOPLE are seated close by. A JANITOR, 50's,
uniform is nopping the floor. The CLOCK on the wall

regi sters 6: 30.

Doctors, nurses are wal ki ng about. O her DETECTI VE
(unnaned), 30 youthful, wal ks over to Detective Aiver with
a strange | ook on is face.

DETECTI VE 1
The prints are back.it's not him

DETECTI VE OLI VER
Yeah, | figured.please tell ne he's
not who | think he is.

DETECTI VE 1
H s name is Daniel Anthony. He has
an address on Park Avenue, downtown.

DETECTI VE OLI VER
Shit! W got a big problem here.

DETECTI VE 1
Sir?

DETECTI VE OLI VER
Dani el Anthony is a mllionaire
busi nessman..and the mayor's gol fing
part ner.

DETECTI VE 1
| have his wallet and you're not
going to believe who he has a



picture of. She's listed as the
emer gency contact.

Detective 1 renoves the picture fromDaniel’'s wallet and
hands it to Detective AQiver. He sees a very attractive
AFRI CAN AMERI CAN FEMALE

DETECTI VE OLI VER
Tracy Ellington from Channel Four
News; this just gets better and
better.

They shake their heads; Detective Aiver wal ks away and
pulls out his cell phone.

DETECTI VE OLI VER ( CONT' D)
Coul d you connect nme with Channel
Four? Yeah right, the news station.

EXT. TV STATI ON MAKEUP ROOM

News anchor TRACY ELLI NGTON, 30's, exquisitely dressed, is
| ooki ng over the evening's news reports with her PRODUCER
40's, female, wearing a striped shirt, glasses and a
headset .

Tracy stops reading for a nonent, places the papers down and
| ooks around. She stands up suddenly, places her hand on her
chest and starts to breathe heavily. The others notice but
do not comment.

She wal ks to a nearby water cooler and gets a drink and

| eans against the wall. SPENCER, 20's, her makeup
artist/stylist, and an I NTERN, 20's both causally dressed,
are cl ose by.

PRCDUCER
Are you CK?

TRACY
| don't know. | just started feeling
i1l all of a sudden.

PRODUCER
My God, the col or has drained from
your face. Spencer, could you touch
her up again? And hurry, she's on in
five!

| NTERN



Ms. Ellington, you have a call on
line 2.

TRACY
You know | can't take calls now, |I'm
on soon, and who is it?

| NTERN
It's the police ma'am they said
it's urgent.
TRACY
Urgent. Spencer, 1'll drink this
water and I'll be fine. AmI| cl ean?
SPENCER
Child, you' re as clean as the Board
of Heal t h.
TRACY
Good, let ne take this call .hello..Oh
nmy God.

Tracy slunps as Spencer runs over to catch her before she
hits the floor. She struggles to her feet. Tracy | ooks
around with horror then starts toward the door.

PRODUCER
Tracy, what's the matter, where are
you goi ng?

TRACY
|"msorry but | have to go.

PRODUCER
You're on in three, what's happened?

TRACY
" m sorry.

Tracy doubl es back, grabs her coat and runs for the door.

PRODUCER
W're hot in two-forty two and
John's flying solo so let's go
peopl e!

TWO YEARS EARLI ER

EXT. NEW YORK CI TY NEI GHBCRHOOD ( STOCK FOOTACGE) -- DAY



Peopl e wal ki ng around nei ghbor hood, children playing. Bright
sunshi ne.

| NT. ANTHONY RESI DENCE -- DAY

Dani el Anthony is preparing to |eave for work. H's wfe,
ADRI ENNE ANTHONY, African American, early 40's, plainly
dressed, is seated in the quaintly decorated but “lived in”
famly room

Adrienne is sipping coffee froma nug with “Drama Queen”
nmonogranmed on it. The tel ephone is ringing off the hook but
she ignores it.

DANI EL
Adri enne can you get that?
Adri enne?!

Dani el wal ks into the room

DANI EL ( CONT' D)
Way didn't you answer the phone? You
know I"'mtrying to get ready for
wor K.

ADRI ENNE
Did you fire the hel p again?

DANI EL
| don't have tinme for this Adrienne,
| have to go.

ADRI ENNE
You al ways have to go. Do | have to
make an appointnment? It's all | can

do to get sone every now and then

DANI EL
That's not true. W were fine unti
you started drinking but | don't
even want to revisit that.

ADRI ENNE
| swear, if you throw that shit up
in ny face again...

DANI EL
..You' re gonna what Adrienne? |I'm not
throwi ng anything up in your face
but as usual you have a chip on your

10



Dani el

stares off

shoul der and think everyone owes you
somet hi ng.

ADRI ENNE
No Daniel! You owe ne! You!
DANI EL
Ch, | owe you?
ADRI ENNE
Yes you do.
DANI EL

Si nce when are we keepi ng score?

ADRI ENNE
So she was just a piece of ass after
all, huh?

DANI EL
What ?

ADRI ENNE
You renenber, don't you Daniel? The
young lady we ran into at the mall.

DANI EL
A few thou on counseling and the
band pl ays on...

ADRI ENNE
..That’s right Daniel, you cheated,
not ne.

DANI EL
So nmuch for forgiveness, huh
Adri enne?

ADRI ENNE
You have goodness knows what ki nd of
sex with that slut and expect an
apol ogy to be enough?

ADRI ENNE ( CONT' D)
VWhat's the matter Danny? Cat got
your tongue, or should | say Cathy?
That was her name wasn't it? The one
with the really big butt.

into space as Adrienne lights a cigarette.

11
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DANI EL
I f you want out Adrienne just say
so, |'mnot apol ogi zi ng anynor e.
ADRI ENNE
Vll you should; you really hurt ne
Danny.
DANI EL
That was ei ght years ago.
ADRI ENNE
It feels |ike yesterday.
DANI EL
Adri enne...
ADRI ENNE

..l know Danny, you're sorry.

Adri enne wal ks away; Dani el grabs his lunch, briefcase and
wal ks out, slamm ng the door behind him

I NT. DANI EL'S OFFI CE -- DAY

Daniel arrives at his office. He's standing with his back to
the door of his office tal king on the phone and hol ding a
cup of coffee.

TRACY ELLI NGTON, early 30's, is standing at Daniel’s office
door with his ASS|I STANT, 20's, male African American.

Dani el is unaware of the presence and continues his
conversation

DANI EL
..Are we supposed to stop noving
forward because they can’'t get their
asses in gear?

ASSI STANT
M. Anthony? M. Anthony? M.
Ant hony?

Dani el waves off the secretary but keeps his back turned.

DANI EL
' mnot sure about that George, we
have to have those figures straight
before we get to the table, we can't
just wing it, those bastards w |
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tear us a new one.just get the
nunbers right and we’ll go from
t here...

Dani el turns slowy and stops speaking in m d-sentence,
dropping his hot coffee onto the fl oor.

ASS| STANT
Ch, M. Anthony, I'll get sone paper
t owel s.

DANI EL
No, it's OK; I'll just get away from
over here. George I'll call you
back.

Dani el reaches to hang up the phone but it ends up on his
desk; he never takes his eyes off of Tracy.

ASSI STANT
M. Anthony, this is...

DANI EL
Tracy Ellington, Channel Four,
right?

TRACY

That's right. You know, you really
shoul d be nore careful with your
coffee; you could hurt yourself.

Dani el and Tracy stare at each other with interest as the
scene fades.

BACK TO PRESENT DAY
EXT. SCENE OF SHOOTI NG -- N GHT

Area is cordoned off, people |ooking on as police officers
phot ograph scene, mark shell casings and neasure distances.
Large FLOOD LIGHTS illum nate the scene.

POLI CE DETECTI VES dressed in squad jackets shown re-enacting
scene. Oficer Deshotel is in a squad car with her PARTNER
30's, burly. She's holding a cup of coffee.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
He was going for sonething, | know
he was. They'Il find it. It was
probably tucked deep in his jacket
or maybe he dropped it in the



gutter, that's why they couldn't
find it, right?

OFFI CER S PARTNER
Coul d be, Des. Drink up. I'll get
you outta here when the suits are
done with ya.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
But you saw that he was going for

sonething, right? | nean, it's not
like I was trying to kill himor
anyt hi ng.

OFFI CER S PARTNER
Des, if you keep it up you're gonna
go nuts. Stop playing it over in
your head and |l et the shoot team do
their job.

A uniformed police LI EUTENANT, 50's, wal ks over to O ficer
Deshotel . She steps out of the car.

LI EUTENANT
How ya doin', Des?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Fine, Lieu, just anxious to get away
fromhere. Are we al nost done?

L1 EUTENANT
Yeah, al nost. Look, you got a PBA
rep?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Yeah, | got one. Wy?

LI EUTENANT
Standard procedure after a shooting
li ke this. You wanna have your bases
covered, know what | nean?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
What do you nean, a shooting like
this? The guy was going for a gun,
saw himreach inside his jacket.

L1 EUTENANT
Yeah, but did you hear himsay, "I'm
pulling out ny wallet to show ny ID,
don't shoot ?"

14



The scene plays again and Daniel is shown turning and facing
the officers.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
He just conpl ai ned about his coffee
and reached in his pocket.you know,
i nside his jacket.

LI EUTENANT
Was that before or after he noticed
all of the police com ng?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Before, | think, but it could have
been after. Hey Lieu, why all the
gquestions?

LI EUTENANT
He was unarnmed, Des. He was | ess
than two feet away fromyou and you
didn't hear hinf®

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| don't renenber. It all happened so
fast.

LI EUTENANT
Do you renenber draw ng your weapon
and firing wthin just seconds of
doi ng that?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
No, | mean yeah, but | saw himreach
in his jacket and he..he was...

L1 EUTENANT
| ' m gonna have your partner get you
hone so you can get sonme rest. It's
been a | ong day. You' re gonna get a
desk until this blows over.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| understand. Thanks Li eu.

O ficer Deshotel accepts a ride from her partner.
I NT. I N SQUAD CAR -- NI GHT
OFFI CER DESHOTEL

What did | do wong? Lieu told nme
not to worry but everyone was
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| ooking at nme funny. You're ny
partner, please tell nme the truth

OFFI CER S PARTNER
The truth is you screwed up big
time. You shot Daniel Anthony, the
mllionaire that’s always in the
papers. You'll be lucky if the only
thing you get is fired.

O ficer Deshotel slunmps in her seat. She turns her head and
faces the w ndow.

I NT. NEW YORK CI TY HOSPI TAL

Tracy runs into the energency room there are PEOPLE mlling
about. She | ooks around for a nonent; suddenly a UN FORMED
OFFI CER, Mal e Hispanic, 30's, imedi ately ushers her into a
smal | room where Detective Aiver is waiting.

DETECTI VE COLI VER
Ms. Ellington, |I'mDetective WIIiam
Aiver...

TRACY
.Where's Dani el ? Wy was he shot?
What did he do to get shot by the
pol i ce?!

DETECTI VE QLI VER
|"msorry to say this but it appears
this was a case of m staken
identity. He was in a jewelry store
and the manager m sidentified himas
t he guy who's been robbing the
stores; |’massum ng you' re already
famliar wwth the story.

TRACY
Yeah, right, 1've been reporting on
it, but.wait.you can't possibly
think it was Daniel doing those
hol d- ups?!

DETECTI VE OLI VER
We know it's not M. Anthony. Like I
said, it was a m stake.

TRACY
A m stake? He’'s Dani el Anthony, who
woul d make such a m st ake?



Det ecti ve
They post

She pi cks

DETECTI VE COLI VER
One of our rookie officers. She got
nervous out there; she's only been
on the force about a week...

TRACY
| ' ve heard enough.

DETECTI VE COLI VER
Ms. Ellington...

TRACY
.l said |I've heard enough. Now
pl ease, just |eave ne al one.

Aiver leaves the room Tracy sits in a chair.

a POLI CE OFFI CER, 20's, uniforned, at the door.

up her cell phone and dials.

HAPPY (O S.)
Hey girl, aren't you supposed to be
on now? | thought | turned to the
wrong dammed channel . HA HA HA!

TRACY
Happy.

HAPPY (O S.)
Tracy? Tracy, what's the matter?

TRACY
Dani el 's been shot.

HAPPY (O.S.)
Lord Jesus. Wat happened?

TRACY
| don’t know, the detectives said it
was a m stake. Can you believe that?

HAPPY (O S.)
He’'s not.iLs he OK?
TRACY
| don’t know, he's still in surgery;

|"ve been sitting here trying to
figure out what to do.

HAPPY (O.S.)

17



What do you nean? Wait.did you do
what | think you did?

TRACY
Not yet, |'m struggling.

HAPPY (O. S.)
You have to call her; it's the right
thing to do.

TRACY
s it? He doesn't live there his
children do. This is ny problem

HAPPY (O S.)
Easy now girl, let’s think about
this. Could you live with yourself
if you didn't |let her know?

TRACY
This is bad. Wiat if she makes a
scene?

HAPPY (O S.)
She won't; besides, it's not about
you or her right now.

TRACY
| hope you're right.

HAPPY (O S.)
| amright; and you' ve been |iving
toget her for what, fourteen nonths?

TRACY
Si xt een.

HAPPY (O. S.)
VWhen's the divorce final?

TRACY
Don't know, but it shouldn't be too
| ong.

HAPPY (O S.)
Then stop worrying. Listen, girl,
keep your chin up. I'mpraying for
bot h of you.

TRACY

| | ove you.

18



19

HAPPY (O S.)
Love you too.

They hang up. Tracy pulls out her PDA and searches for a
nunber. She sits for a long tinme as she watches the people
wal k t hrough the hospital.

Her hands shake uncontrollably as she dials her cell phone.
She i medi ately hangs up then bangs her hand agai nst a wall
inside the room She |eans against it, sits down, stands and
nervously paces the fl oor.

She pauses, takes a deep breath then dials a second tine.
She cal ns hersel f enough to speak.

CH LD (O S.)
Hel | o.

TRACY
H there, is your nommy hone?

CH LD (O S.)
Sure, hold on a second..nonmy!

I NT. Ant hony Residence -- N GHT

Adrienne wal ks into a room takes out one of her earrings
and picks up the tel ephone.

ADRI ENNE
| got it Jenna! Hello.

TRACY
Adrienne, Daniel is at Lenox Hil
Hospital and you d better get down
here.

ADRI ENNE
Oh ny God, Danny? Wiat's happened?

TRACY
He's been shot. Just get here,
pl ease. He's in surgery right now, |
don't know anyt hing el se.

ADRI ENNE
VWho is this?

TRACY
You know who this is, just get here.



Tracy qui ckly hangs up the phone.

Adri enne glances at the CALLER I D DI SPLAY and sees the nane
TRACY ELLI NGTON and stares at it as the scene fades.

| NT. OFFI CER DESHOTEL' S APARTMENT -- N GHT

St ephani e's boyfriend DAVID, 20's, |oud and grungy, is
seated and wat ching tel evision and eating popcorn. He junps
up the nonment she wal ks in.

DAVI D
Oh shit Steph! Did you hear the
news? Sonme stupid cop shot Daniel
Ant hony on 6th Avenue in the D anond
District. What an idiot.

St ephani e stands and gl ares at David.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| know.

DAVI D
That’s fucked up. This guy’s face is
on the TV, newspapers and shit;
you' d have to be living in a fucking
cave not to know who Dani el Anthony
is.l sure would | ove to know who the
asshole cop is that shot him

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
It was me, David?

DAVI D
C nmon Steph this is no tine for
j okes, quit playin’.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
|'mthe asshole David. | shot M.
Ant hony.

David stares intently but seem ngly in disbelief at
St ephani e then turns away from her.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL ( CONT' D)

You're looking at me as if | just
shot the fucking Pope or sonet hing.
It was an accident! | thought he was

going for a gun in his jacket, it
coul d' ve happened to anybody!
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Davi d..David, are you listening to
me?

DAVI D
Dani el Ant hony? Ah..l ook, | gotta go.
| promsed ny roommate |1'd help him
w th sonething. See you |ater?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
David, | need you right now, please
don't go.

DAVI D
" msorry Steph.

David grabs his jacket, turns to | eave and cl oses the door
behind him She picks up a bottle of bourbon and pours
hersel f a drink.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
My career is over. Fuck!

St ephani e downs her drink, she pours another and drinks it
down. The NEWS is on (inaudible). She wal ks to a cl oset,
runmmages t hrough sonme of her things and pulls out a small
box and opens it.

Inside, there is a .38 caliber revolver and she stares at it
as she wal ks back over to the bottle and gl ass and pours
anot her dri nk.

| NT. EMERGENCY ROOM | NFORMATI ON DESK -- NI GHT

Adri enne Anthony arrives at the hospital and sees a | ot of
action in the ER, many PEOPLE are around.

She wal ks up to the information desk. The ADM TTlI NG NURSE
20's is seated next to her SUPERVI SOR, 40's, graying; both
are dressed in colorful scrubs.

ADM TTI NG NURSE
Can | help you ma' anf

ADRI ENNE
Yes, ny nane is Adrienne Anthony, ny
husband Daniel is here?

The nurse | ooks at her supervisor who knows Tracy is waiting
for Daniel; the supervisor stands and wal ks around to
Adri enne.



Adri enne notices their strange glances and gets agitated.

SUPERVI SOR
Ms. Anthony, |I'msorry but M.
Anthony is in surgery.why don’t you
wa...

ADRI ENNE
..Then where i s she?

SUPERVI SOR
VWhere i s who, ma' anf

ADRI ENNE
Don't play dunb with me. If you
don’t want a problemin here you'd
better tell me sonething!

Tracy steps out of the waiting room Adrienne turns and sees
her and freezes. The two wonen stare at each other for a
nonent .

Adri enne steadies herself and wal ks purposefully and
aggressively toward Tracy who shows no outward enotion. A
SECURI TY OFFI CER, 20's, watches from his post.

Tracy and Adrienne stand face to face (wthin less than a
foot from each other).

ADRI ENNE ( CONT' D)
Where's ny husband?

TRACY
Maybe we should talk in this room
over here...

Tracy reaches for Adrienne’ s el bow to guide her to the
wai ting roomand Adrienne angrily jerks away.

ADRI ENNE
.Don't touch ne! Did you have
sonething to do with this?!

SECURI TY OFFI CER
Ladi es, there are sick people here;
if you two wanna fight you can take
it outside.

ADRI ENNE
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| woul dn't give her the
satisfaction! I'’mhere to find out
what happened to ny husband.

TRACY
Your husband? Really? Did he kiss
you before he left today?

ADRI ENNE
He is ny husband; | have a little
pi ece of paper that proves it.

TRACY
..And his keys open ny door; deal
with it!

As the two wonen square off the security officer steps in
bet ween t hem

SECURI TY OFFI CER
Ladi es please. Either y'all go in
there and wait or separate, but you
can't do this here. You can't.

The | adi es stand staring at one another for a nonent; Tracy
begi ns wal king toward the waiting room Adrienne foll ows
her .

| NT. HOSPI TAL WAI TI NG ROOM

The two wonen angrily walk into the room Adrienne sits with
her back to Tracy.

A DOCTOR, 40's, glasses, wearing a |lab coat and col orful
surgical cap wal ks into the room

DOCTOR
Good eveni ng | adi es.
TRACY
| s he alright doctor?
ADRI ENNE
I s ny husband going to be OK?
DOCTOR
| realize this is a delicate matter
sol’'ll try to be as fair as | can

My responsibility is to notify the
next of kin; that would be you, Ms.
Ant hony ...



TRACY
..Next of kin? | received the cal
about this; she wouldn't even be
here if | hadn't called her.

ADRI ENNE
By the way, thanks, you can go now.

TRACY
| have just as nuch right to be here
as you do, if not nore.

ADRI ENNE
"' mgonna act |ike you didn't say
t hat .

TRACY

Afraid of the truth?

ADRI ENNE
That you're a goddamm home-w ecker ?

DOCTOR
M. Anthony's condition is critical.
He was shot tw ce; one bullet passed
through his [ ower right side but the
other one is |odged in his chest
cavity. He's lost a lot of blood. |
have to be honest with you both and
say that your bickering is not
hel pi ng anyone; this is very
serious.

The two wonen | ook at each other with fear in their eyes.

ADRI ENNE
So what now?

DOCTOR
We're going to take sone nore x-rays
and renove that bullet.

TRACY
You said he's lost a | ot of bl ood,
you can have sone of mne

ADRI ENNE
| f anyone's going to give him bl ood
it’'ll be ne.

TRACY
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Last | checked you're in no position
or condition to nake that deci sion.

ADRI ENNE
Just who in the hell do you think
you are?

DOCTOR

Time is wasting ladies. In case we
do need you, do either of you know
your bl ood types?

ADRI ENNE
" m AB Positive.
TRACY
I"m O positive.
DOCTOR
Ms. Ellington, it looks |ike you're
the logical choice. I'lIl get a
nur se.
ADRI ENNE

Bef ore you go running off to give
hi m her bl ood, don't | have a say in
any of this?

DOCTCOR
Yes, Ms. Anthony, you do? Either
you can consent or we'll go with

what ever the bl ood bank has
avai l able and we’re in very short
supply. W’ re gonna have to rush the
processing as it is. Are we go?

Adri enne wal ks of f and | ooks away. She peers out of a nearby
w ndow as Tracy gingerly wal ks over to her. Adrienne nods
affirmatively.

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
l|'ll send a nurse.

ADRI ENNE & TRACY
Thank you, Doctor.

The doctor wal ks out and Tracy gingerly wal ks over to
Adri enne and engages her. Adrienne keeps her back turned.

TRACY



Adrienne.this is difficult for both
of us, but if he dies neither of us
wi Il have hi m.and what about the

ki ds?

Adrienne’s nostrils flare as angrily she spins around.

ADRI ENNE
You | eave them out of this! Those
are our children, mne and his. You
don't know anyt hing about it.

TRACY
| know about the nasty gash Jenna
got when she fell in the park, the

ei ght stitches? | know about
Daniel, Jr. and his |ove for
ai rplanes. | know that Daniel |oves

t hem deeply and how badly he m sses
them | know how overboard he goes
when he shops for them'cause | shop
for themtoo.

ADRI ENNE
You shop for thenf

TRACY
Those cute little pink flip-flops
Jenna wears? The one’s she wants to
wear even when it’'s freezing
out side? | bought them at Saks.

ADRI ENNE
Ch, great, I'll send them back

TRACY
That was nmature.

ADRI ENNE
And fucking a married man is?

TRACY
You're acting as if he's still
l[iving with you.

ADRI ENNE
He would be if...

TRACY
.Lf what? He left you |l ong before he
started seeing ne.
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ADRI ENNE
And how can you be so sure about
t hat ?

TRACY

You really need to let it go.

At that nmoment a NURSE, 50's, with a phl ebotom st’s cart
wal ks in to take blood from Tracy. Adrienne sits and studies
Tracy as she watches the process.

The nurse
her wi st

TRACY (CONT' D)
Take two pints.

NURSE
No ma'am | can only take one for
now.

ties a piece of rubber around Tracy’s arm and taps
for a vein. Adrienne continues to | ook Tracy over.

ADRI ENNE
You |l ook a lot different in person.
TRACY
| s that good or bad?
ADRI ENNE
Just naki ng conversation. |I'Il shut
up.
TRACY

No don't, please. This was probably
a long time com ng anyway.

ADRI ENNE
Probably, how d you get ny nunber?
TRACY
|"ve always had it. | never called
because there was no need. | kept it
in case of sone energency, like

t hi s.

Adri enne paces the floor.

ADRI ENNE
| see. | wonder what's taking them
so long. W shoul d' ve heard
sonet hi ng by now.
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TRACY
Do the children know? And how are
t hey?

ADRI ENNE
No, not yet. They're wth ny nother;
t hank you for asking.

TRACY
Can we start over?

ADRI ENNE
Sur e.

The nurse finishes and wal ks out of the room

TRACY
Tracy Ellington, it's nice to neet
you finally.

ADRI ENNE
Adri enne Ant hony, you too.

The wonmen make direct eye contact and nove cl oser to one
anot her, shake hands and quickly pull their hands away as
t hey nove unconfortably back to their respective chairs.

Dani el ' s SURGEQN, 40's, scrubs, wal ks in.

SURCGEON
| just renmoved a .9nm slug from
Daniel's chest. He's in very serious
condition and it can go frombad to
worse at any nonent. W' ve had sone
i ssues managi ng his bl ood pressure;
asi de fromthe obvious trauma does
he have any history of bl ood
pressure probl ens?

ADRI ENNE
Vell, all I knowis a few years ago
he wasn't taking any nedication for
it, but I don't know about now.

TRACY
No bl ood pressure problens. Hi's
internist is Dr. Howell. Here's her

card in case you need to speak with
her .



Adri enne | ooks surprised then unconfortable as she |istens
to Tracy tal k about Daniel's recent nedical history. She

does not

Det ecti ve

i nterrupt.

TRACY ( CONT' D)
He had seen a specialist for a back
probl em he was having but it was
treated and he's.well, he hasn't had
t hose probl ens since.

Aiver conmes in as the surgeon is | eaving.

DETECTI VE OLI VER
Ms. Ellington, Ms. Anthony. Could
either of you tell nme what M.
Ant hony was doing with so nuch noney
on his person?

ADRI ENNE
How nmuch did he have on hinf

DETECTI VE QLI VER
About forty-two hundred in cash. Not
to mention his credit cards, checks,
his watch, a hanky and a pair of
shades. Al of his things are in
this envel ope, including the cash.

The detective | ooks at both wonmen as he tries to figure out
whi ch one to give the envel ope to but holds it back.

DETECTI VE QLI VER ( CONT' D)
About the noney.was that normal ?

TRACY
It seens a |little unusual, but |
guess he didn't want to use his
card...

ADRI ENNE
..Dani el doesn't do credit cards, he
al ways pays cash, and he al ways has,
even when we’'re on vacation. No,
don't think that's so unusual. What
do you think Tracy?

Adrienne glares at Tracy but Tracy does not respond.

DETECTI VE QLI VER
Has he been under any pressure
|ately? | see this situation and
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ki nda wonder what m ght have made
hi m behave that way.

ADRI ENNE
Behave what way? Sonet hi ng you need
to say, detective?

DETECTI VE COLI VER
According to wi tnesses, M. Anthony
made a threatening gesture to one of
the officers.

ADRI ENNE
What kind of gesture? What's this
about ?

TRACY
Don't say another word Adrienne,
we'll talk about this privately.with
an attorney.

ADRI ENNE
Tracy...

TRACY
..No, Adrienne, | think we've al

seen enough of the police trying to
cover up their m stakes by bl am ng
victinms. This is one victimthey're
not going to screw around with. Are
you finished, detective?

DETECTI VE COLI VER
Ah, yes. Yes ma'am| am Here are
M. Anthony's things.

Adri enne accepts the envel ope fromthe detectives; she | ooks
at it and reluctantly hands it to a surprised Tracy.

Tracy opens the envel ope, pulls out a white hankie and hol ds
it up to her nose; she wal ks over to a w ndow and | ooks out.

Adri enne and Tracy pace back and forth, sit, read nagazi nes
as the CLOCK on the wall slowy changes tinme then registers
just after M DNI GHT.

ADRI ENNE
Tracy.

TRACY
You hungry?
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ADRI ENNE
How d you know what | was gonna ask?

TRACY
| could hear your stomach from al
t he way over here.

The two wonen share a |ight nonent of |aughter and wal k
t oget her out of the room

| NT. HOSPI TAL | NTENSI VE CARE WARD -- NI GHT

Tracy and Adrienne arrive back on the floor and are net by
the ON-DUTY NURSE, 30's, African Anerican, dressed in a
colorful scrub top and directed to Daniel's room

They | ook at each other seem ngly to decide which of them
should go in first, or go in together.

Tracy races to his side and kisses himon his forehead as
she cries. Adrienne stands off to the side and | ooks
unconfortable; she watches for a nonent then | eaves shortly
after.

THE NEXT DAY
I NT. POLI CE DEPARTMENT PSYCHOLOGQ STS OFFI CE -- DAY

O ficer Deshotel is waiting for a police psychol ogi st, DR
LEWS, 50's, half-glasses.

She notices a large collection of el ephants, pictures,
figurines and stuffed animals all over the room

DR. LEWS
O ficer Dez-- Can | call you
St ephani e?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Yes. And it's Des-hotel, just as
it's witten.

DR LEWS
Oh OK. That's a very interesting
name. | see you've been ordered here

by your superiors but | have a
strange feeling you' re anxious to
talk to ne.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Why woul d you say that?



DR. LEWS
Because your appoi ntnment is not
until next week.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Un what's with the el ephants?

DR LEW S
Its a childhood thing; | got to ride
on one in the circus nmany years ago
at Madi son Square Garden, you know,
when Ringling Brothers would have
the kids come down fromthe audi ence
to be a part of the circus parade
during the show. Fromthen on,
anyt hing that had an el ephant was
mne, a shirt, a hat, a figurine,
pi cture, poster; whatever | could
get ny hands on.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
What do you |ike about thenf

DR. LEWS
They're gentle, yet powerful,
amazingly resilient, yet vul nerable
and nost of all, they never forget.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| thought that was folklore.

DR LEWS
You think it's just cattle prods
that get el ephants to perform sone
of the awesone tasks they do? No,
they're intelligent creatures. Now,
let's tal k about Stephanie.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| feel like shit.

DR. LEWS
Wy is that?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| screwed up.

DR. LEWS
And who hasn't?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
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But not |ike this.

DR LEWS
Are you suggesting that your m stake
was bigger than any m stake ever
made?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| don't know, |'mconfused. | feel
al one too, that's the worst thing.

DR LEWS
Pl ease, rel ax, nmake yourself
confortabl e and conti nue...

Dr. Lewis listens carefully and wites notes as Oficer
Deshot el kicks off her shoes and curls up.

DI SSCLVE TQO
I NT. HALLWAY QOUTSI DE OF WAI TI NG ROOM - - DAY

ADRI ENNE' S MOM 60's, and DANIEL'S MOM a yout hful 70, are
standing just outside the waiting roomwth Adrienne.

Tracy wal ks to get a cup of water and begins to listen in on
a conversation when she hears her nane. The | adies were
turned around and do not see Tracy.

DANI EL' S MOM
Dree, aren't you going in to see
Danny?

ADRI ENNE
In a mnute nmomma, |'mjust waiting
‘“til she | eaves.

DANI EL' S MOM
Oh, so the nurse in there now?

ADRI ENNE
No, Tracy.

ADRI ENNE' S MOM
Tracy who?

ADRI ENNE
Tracy Ellington.

ADRI ENNE' S MOM
You nmean Tracy Ellington from TV?



ADRI ENNE
Yep.

ADRI ENNE' S MOM
Seens like a strange tine for an
interview. Isn't Danny stil
unconsci ous?

ADRI ENNE
Ma, she's Danny's girlfriend.

DANI EL" S MOM
Oh.

DANI EL' S MOM
Maybe we should all get sone coffee?

ADRI ENNE
| don't want any coffee.

ADRI ENNE' S MOM
That's a good idea, we can cone back
alittle later.

Tracy wal ks up on them

TRACY
You can go in and see him only two
at a time though.

The wonen | ook up surprised. There is an extended awkward
pause.

TRACY (CONT' D)
Hell o Ms. Anthony, Adrienne, Ma am
Ms. Anthony I'm Tracy; |I'msorry we
had to neet like this.

DANI EL' S MOM
| had no idea you and he..it's been
hard not talking to Danny. W used
to be so cl ose.

TRACY
|’mnot trying to nonopolize him we
all love himand he needs our

support so pl ease.

Daniel's nom Adrienne's nom and Adri enne stand | ooki ng
st unned.
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Tracy gets another cup of water and wal ks down the hal |l way
to anot her waiting room

I NT. WAI TI NG ROOM - - DAY

Tracy peers out of the wi ndow and breathes heavily. She is
j oi ned by Daniel's nother.

DANI EL" S MOM

Tracy.

TRACY
Yes ma' am

DANI EL' S MOM
|"mso scared for ny Danny. | don't
think he's ever been in a hospital
this | ong.

TRACY
He's gonna pull through this, | know
he is, we just have to pray that's
al | .

DANI EL' S MOM
You're right, baby. How are you
hol di ng up? | know this nust be
awful for you

TRACY
AWM ul ? Sonmething like that; | called
Adrienne to tell her after the
police called ne.

DANI EL' S MOV
Lord, that must have been sone
conversation

TRACY
No, that didn't happen until she got
here, that's when things really got
i nteresting.

DANI EL' S MOM
OCh, | can just imagine. That
Adri enne has always had a tenper but
she's a sweet girl. You have to
forgive ne but...

TRACY
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You don't have to explain Ms.

Ant hony, this is tough on all of us.
| just hope we can get through this
wi t hout anynore ugliness.

Daniel's nom and Tracy wal k back toward the room and they
are net by Adrienne and her nom

The two nothers break off and wal k toward Daniel's room
Adri enne and Tracy are | eft al one.

I NT. 1 CU WAI TI NG ROOM - - DAY

TRACY
Your nomis nice, we net in the...
ADRI ENNE
.May | speak frankly?
TRACY
Pl ease.
ADRI ENNE
After this is over, don't expect ne
to be your friend, like we're part

of sone sister circle.

TRACY
|"mnot |ooking for a friend in ny
man's soon to be ex-wfe.

ADRI ENNE
That was ugly.

TRACY
That was real

ADRI ENNE
How woul d you feel if the shoe was
on the other foot and it was your
husband in there?

TRACY
It already is ‘cause fromwhere |I'm
standi ng, you're the other wonman.
Why are you still here? He can’'t
di scuss the children with you in his
condition and consoling himis no
| onger your concern.

Adri enne | ooks away.
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TRACY ( CONT' D)
And you know what el se? These ot her
peopl e may not know but we know
what’'s really goin’ on so you can
drop the histrionics.

ADRI ENNE
| f you think I’ mgonna turn over the
one trunp card | have, think again.
You know | coul d have your ass
t hrown out of here whenever | get
ready, don’t you?

TRACY
You woul dn’t do that.
ADRI ENNE
Don't be so sure. | |ike being on

top, ask Daniel. And who knows, this
coul d be an open door for
reconciliation.

TRACY
You' re dream ng.

ADRI ENNE
You think you're the first one
Tracy? Don't get too confortable.

TRACY
What do you nean?

ADRI ENNE
You know exactly what | nean.

TRACY
The last tine he |eft; he was gone
what, three nonths?

ADRI ENNE
He told you about that?

TRACY
| insisted before we got together; |
wanted to know everything. He's been
gone nore than a year and you're in
the final stages of a divorce. Wo's
i n denial Adrienne?

Adri enne becones increasingly agitated but confused.
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ADRI ENNE
"' m not one of your interview
subj ects, don't psychoanal yze ne.

TRACY
l’mnot; | thought we were just
t al ki ng.

ADRI ENNE

Wiy do | feel like | have to ask
perm ssion fromyou to see ny
husband?

TRACY
| can't answer that for you.

ADRI ENNE
| shouldn’t have to ask your
approval, or should I? Is that how
this works now?

TRACY
|"d better go.

Tracy turns to wal k away. She reaches the door of the
wai ting room

ADRI ENNE
Your first date.

Tracy stops and turns slightly.

TRACY
Say agai n?

ADRI ENNE
Your first date, where did you go?

TRACY
|’ mnot doing this...

ADRI ENNE
.What’' s the harnt

TRACY
No, no, you're torturing yourself
and | won't be a part of that.

ADRI ENNE
What’ ve you got to | ose?
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Tracy stares at Adrienne and wal ks back toward a chair;

TRACY
l'"'mnot in the nobod for anot her
fight.

ADRI ENNE

There won't be anynore fights. Look,
| guess |I'm |l ooking for the Danny I
fell inlove with and you're the
only one who really knows hi m now.

TRACY
| don't under st and.

ADRI ENNE
Pl ease Tracy.

wonen sit down.

TRACY
VWll, he told nme he was taking nme to
see an of f-Broadway show. | was so
excited because | ama major theater
buff. Turns out that the off-
Br oadway show was way up in the
Bronx at sone nei ghborhood community
center. The show was really cute,
the kids forgot their lines but they
were good sports. W had di nner from
a local Chinese carry-out, talked a
bit and he brought nme home. | knew
that night that I wanted to..marry
hi m

t he

Adri enne gets enotional but holds it together. She breathes

deeply.

ADRI ENNE
s that all
TRACY
That's all 1"mgoing to tell you.

Tracy gets up to | eave.

ADRI ENNE
Did you sleep with himthat night?

TRACY
" m not going to answer that.
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ADRI ENNE
You just did.

TRACY
Excuse ne?

ADRI ENNE
| can see it in your eyes. | used to
have that |ook and | still renenber;
you will too when your turn cones.

TRACY
| gotta go.

ADRI ENNE
lgnore ne if you want to, he’ll
| eave you too Tracy.

TRACY
No, Adrienne, he won't.

ADRI ENNE
Fanous | ast words.

Tracy storns off.
| NT. DANI EL'S ROOM -- DAY

Monitors beeping, Tracy wal ks to the door. Adrienne's nother
wal ks out.

Tracy stands next to Daniel’s nother and holds Daniel's
hand.

DANI EL' S MOM
| see how much you | ove ny Danny and
"' m happy for you both; | just w sh
you and Adrienne could get al ong
better, it wll really be better for
ever ybody.

TRACY
Daniel still belongs to Adrienne,
legally and in her heart anyway. W
all love himand | wsh he'd wake
up. I'mstarting to worry.

DANI EL' S MOM
Have you t hought about what things
will be like if he doesn't nake it
all the way back?
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TRACY

| Iike you and | respect you but |

won't hear that fromyou. |

won' t

hear that from anyone. Daniel is
gonna make it all the way back. |I'm

just anxious to know what's
with the investigation.

| NT. | NTERNAL AFFAI RS DI VI SI ON -- DAY
Est abl i shing shot of One Police Pl aza

Det ectives are wal king around a snal |

goi ng on

in Lower Manhatt an

interview roomas a

nervous and squirmng Oficer Stephanie Deshotel is

per spi ring.

She's seated in a chair as DETECTI VE M TCHELL 40's, |ots of

attitude and DETECTI VE CAMPBELL 50's,
room

bal di ng, walk into the

DETECTI VE M TCHELL
You know, Des, this isn't exactly

your textbook shoot. You'l

be | ucky

if the grand jury doesn't snoke you

for attenpted nurder. Isn't
ri ght Canpbel | ?

t hat

DETECTI VE CAMPBELL

Yeah, but she's smart, aren'

t you

Des? You know we don't generally

lose in court unless we don'

t have

the story “absolutely correct.” Know
what | nmean? | know you' ve been at a

desk when you'd nmuch rat her

be back

out on the street.but, the grand
jury needs to hear the whole story

and if you don't tell them
never know.

they' 11

OFFI CER DESHOTEL

You guys want ne to lie and

| won't

do it. An innocent man is lying in
t he hospital and possibly dying

because of sonmething | did.

You guys

make nme sick. \What are you guys the
freakin' goon squad or sonething?

The two detectives | augh.

DETECTI VE M TCHELL
Goon squad? Did you really say that?
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DETECTI VE CAMPBELL
We're your white knights, kid; we're
just trying to save your ass. If you
don't want any help with this, just
say the word and we'll | eave you
alone; it's your call, Des.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Listen, guys. | really need to think
about this. | have to get outta
her e.

DETECTI VE M TCHELL
Don't wait too |long. The mayor's
office is gonna want sonebody's
head, either yours or the vic's.
Renmenber, it's an el ection year.

EXT. BUSY NYC STREET -- DAY

O ficer Deshotel wal ks down a crowded NYC street and sighs
as she sees the NEWSPAPER HEADLI NES showi ng "Un-Friendly
Fire".

On the cover there is a photograph of Dani el Anthony
standing in front of a local community center she attended
as a teen.

She grabs the paper and races to her psychologist's office.
| NT. POLI CE PSYCHOLOG STS OFFI CE — DAY

Stephanie is seated in the waiting roomreadi ng a nagazi ne.
Dr. Lew s wal ks out and sees Stephanie.

DR LEW S
Hel | o St ephanie, you should be at
home resting. What was so urgent
that you couldn't wait until our
next appoi nt ment ?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
That's him That's the man.

DR LEW S
Yes, that's Daniel Anthony. What
about hi n?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| shot him Look, can't you see?
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DR LEWS
Sit, relax, and talk.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
About seven years ago when he first
cane to New York, he sponsored a
speci al after school program near ny
home in the Bronx. He nade sure we
had the best coaches, uniforns,
noney...

DR, LEWS
That's one of the things that makes
M. Anthony special. Go on.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
My brothers were into sone very bad
t hi ngs. They were dealing drugs and
commtting a host of other crines as
wel | .

DR LEWS
You were aware of what they were
doi ng, even as a youngster?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
It wasn't difficult to figure out.
They woul d conme in the house first
thing in the norning and give ne
twenty dollars a day for lunch
noney. Yeah, | knew what they were
up to because they never had jobs,
not real ones anyway.

DR, LEWS
I"'mstill not understandi ng what
this has to do with M. Anthony?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
My brothers went out to a party one
ni ght and never cane back honme. W
| earned they had been shot and their
bodi es were di snenbered and t hrown
in a dunpster in Brooklyn. My father
| ost his job, ny nother got really
sick. | can renenber telling one of
the counselors at the center and
next thing |I knew, ny dad got a new
j ob, ny nom got the care she needed
and we had a new place to live, ny
brot hers even got a decent burial.



Dr.

Lew s

My el dest sister made it into
col | ege; she was awarded the WIIiam
Thur good Ant hony Schol ar shi p.

DR LEWS
X...

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Don't you see, ny nother didn't
speak very good English but she
al ways tal ked about "Seni or
Ant hony.” | never understood that
but she was tal ki ng about M.
Ant hony. WI | iam Thurgood Ant hony
was his brother who was killed just
like nmy brothers, but not in the
sanme fashion. He saved ny famly, he
saved ny future and | may have
killed him

pauses and stares for a nonent.

DR. LEWS
Si x degrees of separation, snal
wor |l d, how about that, isn't that
sonet hi ng, which cliché would you
like me to use? His involvenent with
your famly or the lack of it was
nei ther a contributing nor
aggravating factor in you shooting
himand we're not trying to find out
why you shot him neither are we
attenpting to nake excuses for why
you shot him

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Then why am | here?

DR LEWS
You're here to begin your process of
heal i ng.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
VWhat, tine heals all wounds?

DR LEWS
Maybe not, but over tinme the wounds
becone | ess inportant; the scabs go
away. And one day you'll begin to
see sone clarity.



Dr. Lewi s
al bum and

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
So what's the first step?

wal ks over to a bookshelf and grabs a | arge photo
hands it to Stephanie.

DR LEWS
You nade the first step when you
wal ked in here. You' ve actually nmade
a nunber of giant steps already and
" m proud of you. I want to show you
sonet hi ng..you see this photo al bum
all these officers?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Yes.

DR LEWS
|"ve been in practice for twenty
years plus and every now and then
one person wal ks in here and
realizes they need to be here. Most
people, like the officers in that
book you're |l ooking at felt they
coul d handl e anything, or | had to
pull teeth just to get themto tel
me what was bot hering them

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
So they quit com ng?

DR LEWS
They' re dead; nost chewed on their
revol vers, others took drugs and
sone made fatal m stakes out on the
street because they weren’t ready to
be back out there. They believed
they had the answers before the
guestions cane. They thought they
coul d weat her their own personal
stornms before they took the tine to
do what Noah did.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Build an ark?

DR LEWS
Prepare. They neglected to prepare.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
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Yeah, but what am | supposed to do
about the guilt |I feel? | need to
make it right.

DR LEWS
Smal | steps, giant |leaps. Isn't that
what Neil Arnstrong said when he
st epped onto the noon?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Sonething |ike that. Sounds |ike
good advi ce.

DR LEW S
Not advice Stephanie. Affirmation.
CUT TO
EXT: Lenox Hill Hospital COURTYARD (Press Conference) -- DAY

MAYOR GRI FFIN, 60, salt and pepper hair and goatee, is
hol di ng a press conference. REPORTERS, various |ooks, from
different news agencies are present.

MAYOR GRI FFIN
..and here you can see where the
sandboxes will be for the little
one's.

REPORTER 1
M. Mayor, is your office going to
appoi nt soneone to | ook into the
Ant hony shooting? Isn't M. Anthony
one of your biggest supporters?

MAYOR GRI FFI'N
He's ny friend and what happened to
Dani el was indeed a tragedy and |
know he woul d not want nme to respond
to questions of that nature at this
time. We're here to break ground for
a park M. Anthony hel ped to fund.

REPORTER 2
../And what about the Tracy Ellington
factor? Doesn't it concern you that
her station has given this shooting
‘round the clock coverage?

MAYCOR GRI FFI'N
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"Il reiterate, what happened to
Danny is a tragedy, for him his
famly and the officer and her
famly.

I NT. 1 CU WAI TI NG ROOM - - DAY

Tracy stares at a TV SCREEN in the waiting room and shakes
her head. Adrienne appears at the door.

ADRI ENNE
Maybe | shoul d rel ease a statenent?

TRACY
| was going to suggest that; naybe
call an attorney to help you manage?

ADRI ENNE
VWhat do | need an attorney for when
| have you? You seemto be the one
everyone wants to talk to.

TRACY
| didn't ask for all this.

ADRI ENNE
Yes you did too, the mnute you laid
eyes on hinm everything he's becone,
t he noney, the celebrity, wonen from
every corner of the world trying to
get at him they're all in bed with
you now. Stings doesn't it? And if
it ruins your career don't say |
didn't warn you.

TRACY
| can handle it.

ADRI ENNE
That's what | thought. | had a great
career but when | started noticing
Danny’ s career taking off, | started
scaling back nmy hours to travel with
him next thing I knew | was a
housewi f e and not her ..and an
al cohol i c.

TRACY
" m sorry.

Adri enne waves off Tracy and pauses.

a7
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ADRI ENNE
Then one day, we were wal ki ng
t hrough a shopping mall in LA and
t here she was.

TRACY
VWho?
ADRI ENNE
Daniel’s indiscretion. | |ooked into

his eyes and knew ri ght away, he
didn’t even have to say anyt hing.

TRACY
| don't know what to say.

ADRI ENNE
| picked up nmy first of about a
t housand drinks that day and.well ..be
careful what you wish for Tracy.

Adri enne wal ks away.
MATCH CUT TGO
EXT: LENOX HI LL HOSPI TAL -- DAY

At the Mayor's press conference, caneras are flashing and
reporters are frenzied.

REPORTER 1
| s Dani el Anthony having an affair
with Tracy Ellington?

REPORTER 2
Were's Ms. Anthony? Is she with
her husband or is Tracy?

The Mayor covers the m crophone and | eans toward one his
ai des.

MAYOR GRI FFI' N
Thi s has gone on | ong enough now get
me the hell outta here.

(turning back to the reporters)
MAYOR GRI FFI N ( CONT' D)

|"m sorry, Daniel and Adrienne are
friends to ne and ny famly; |'m not
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going to comment on anything of that
sort.

The Mayor wal ks away fromthe press conference as the scene
f ades.

EXT. QUTSI DE OF LENOX HI LL HOSPI TAL -- N GHT

Medi a have gathered reporting the story of the shooting.
Reporters are wal ki ng around, drinking coffee and waiting.

Tracy and Adrienne energe and surprise the nedia corps.
Canmeras are flashing, news canera lights are illum nating
the area in front of the hospital

TRACY
Good evening, ny nane is Tracy
Ellington. I amnot here in ny

capacity as journalist but as a
friend of The Anthony Famly. W

wi |l not be taking any questions. In
spite of reports you may have heard
to the contrary, Daniel Anthony was
not at fault. It is believed that he
was m stakenly identified as an

i ndi vidual currently being sought
for the robbery of various high-end
jewel ry stores throughout the New
York City area. Daniel Anthony is
currently in intensive care; he is
not conscious. (enotional pause)
Standing with ne is Ms. Adrienne
Ant hony. Any questions you may have
regarding M. Anthony's business
affairs should be directed to his
private attorney, M. Collin
Granger. Questions about his care
shoul d be directed to his personal
physician, Dr. Carolyn Howell. Thank
you.

The reporters begin shouting questions as Tracy rushes
Adri enne back toward the hospital doors. Security officers
assi st them by keeping the reporters back.

A BEAT REPORTER, 20's gl asses, is persistently noving
forward

BEAT REPORTER



Ms. Anthony, isn't it unusual to
have a wife and | over showi ng a
united front?

Adri enne breaks Tracy’s grasp and angrily spins around.

Cameras begin flashing fiercely.

ADRI ENNE
How dare you ask nme such a question
while Danny is upstairs fighting for
his life? Wiy don’t you find the cop
and ask why she shot hin? You people
make nme sick! You want a story?
Tracy is a friend of the famly,
period. Daniel has done a lot for
the youth of this city and he’'s a
wonderful father to our children.
Maybe you shoul d consider them while
you’' re perpetuating disgusting
gossi p and runor. Now good ni ght!

The press corps backs off as Adrienne turns and wal ks into

t he hospital
| NT. HOSPI TAL MAI N LOBBY

Tracy neets Adrienne as she wal ks into the hospital
of the sight of the nedia.

TRACY
Grl that was good! You really told
t hem..

Adrienne abruptly turns and slaps a surprised Tracy.

ADRI ENNE
..Shut up! Just shut up! This is all
your fault!

TRACY

| didn't cause this!

ADRI ENNE
He wasn’t buying any jewelry for ne!
You made ne |l ook |ike an idiot out
t her el

TRACY
Don’t you dare blane ne for this!
You asked ne to make a statenment and
| nmade one!

and out
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ADRI ENNE
Did it ever occur to you to ask ny
opi nion before you went off |ike the
| one ranger?

TRACY
Opi ni on? What do you want from ne
Adri enne?!

ADRI ENNE
VWhat | want is for you to get out of
our |ives!

TRACY
What ?!

ADRI ENNE
That's right Tracy, just |eave.

TRACY
So |'' m supposed to just wal k away?

ADRI ENNE
Your purposes have been served, by
Danny and nme; | think all of New
York City can see that now.

TRACY
Bef ore you go blamng nme for
what ever went wong in your
marriage, you'd better take a good
long look in the mrror first. And
while you' re at hone calling ne
home- wr ecker, slut, bitch or
what ever nane you' ve chosen for ne,
you t hi nk about what you did to open
a door for nme to wal k through

ADRI ENNE
How you can even | ook ne in the eyes
knowi ng you' ve been sleeping with ny
husband for the | ast year?

TRACY
He's not your husband anynore!

ADRI ENNE
He i s ny husband and not hi ng you say
i's going to change that!

Adri enne wal ks out of the room
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EXT. QUTSI DE OF HOSPI TAL -- N GHT

Adrienne is standing in front of the hospital. She lights up
a cigarette and starts to wal k down the street. Reporter,
CHRI STI NA UNDERWOCOD, 30's, African Anerican, very
attractive, follows her down the street.

Adrienne is aware of her presence and continues to walk in
spite of Christina s engagenent.

CHRI STI NA
Ms. Anthony, may | have a word with
you?
ADRI ENNE
No, |I've said all I'"mgoing to say.
CHRI STI NA
Actually Ms. Anthony, you haven't
said anything. Listen, | know you

| ove your husband, and with Tracy
around | can see you're
unconfortable. I know how you feel

ADRI ENNE
You don't know shit! Now pl ease,
| eave ne al one.

CHRI STI NA
M's. Anthony, the people of New York
need to hear fromyou too. Wy would
you remain silent? |’ m surprised you
even allowed Tracy to just run over
you like that?

ADRI ENNE
Run over who? | think I need to
clarify sonething for you Mss; |I'm

here because ny husband is in

i ntensive care after being shot by
the very police he's been breaking
his neck to defend. |I'm here because
| have two children that |ove their
daddy nore than their toys, so what
exactly are you tal king about ?

CHRI STI NA
" mtal king about dignity Ms.
Ant hony. |'mtal ki ng about what's
right. You just seemto go al ong
with the programlike it's no big



deal when you clearly have sonet hi ng
i nvested here.

ADRI ENNE
Wiy don't you tell nme what this is
really about? You work for Channel
Four don't you?

CHRI STI NA
Yes | do.

ADRI ENNE
Aren't you the one they send to al
of those kiddie parties and school s?

CHRI STI NA
M's. Anthony...

ADRI ENNE
Looking for a pronotion? Maybe
unseat Tracy from her anchor's
chair? 'Cause if that's the case
M ss, you've cone to the wong
pl ace.

CHRI STI NA
That anchor's chair shoul d have been
m ne but |I'mnot sleeping with
Dani el Ant hony.

Adri enne stops wal king and turns angrily toward Chri sti na.

ADRI ENNE
Do you really think I needed to hear
t hat ?

CHRI STI NA
That was insensitive, | apol ogi ze.

But it's a hard fact. Isn't it?
Adri enne begi ns wal ki ng away.

ADRI ENNE
Danny didn't have anything to do
with Tracy getting that job; I'm
sure she earned it.

CHRI STI NA
Are you really? Fromwhere | stand
see a different picture. | see a



woman that will stop at nothing to
get what ever she wants.

ADRI ENNE
.Pot calling the kettle?

CHRI STI NA
Pl ease. Do you know how nany years
|'ve been busting ny ass up there?
Maki ng and delivering coffee,
getting ny ass squeezed by a bunch
of crusty old nen then out of
Phi | adel phi a cones this plastic,
made up, Barbie-doll figured escort-
type and takes the job I was
after..and your husband. | think we
have a |l ot in common.

Adri enne stops wal king, drops her cigarette, steps on it and
turns slowy toward Christina.

ADRI ENNE
Let’s get one thing straight, the
only thing we have in common is that
we' re wonen, Bl ack wonen. Maybe
soneday we'll get to a point where
we can see things for what they
truly are instead of | ooking and
acting like victins.

CHRI STI NA

Fine. 1'll agree with you on that
but what's the harmin talking with
me for just a few m nutes, about M.
Ant hony, your children? Just |ong
enough to tell your story. You don't
even have to nmention Tracy. It would
be a great piece.

ADRI ENNE
l'msorry, | never got your nane.

CHRI STI NA
Chris, it's Christina Underwood.

ADRI ENNE
No thank you Chris. You'll just have
to find another way to unseat Tracy;
in spite of what | m ght feel
won't be a part of that.
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CHRI STI NA
Then take nmy card in case you change
your mnd. I'll drop whatever |I'm

doi ng, come to wherever | need to
get your story on the air. Deal?

ADRI ENNE
You're a pushy one aren't you?

CHRI STI NA
There's a lot nore to ne than kiddie
birthday parties and chili cook-
of fs.

ADRI ENNE
|'"'msure there is.

I NT. DANIEL'S ROOM (I CU) -- N CGHT

After checking her nessages and wat ching her station's news
Tracy wal ks back to Daniel's room As she gets to the door
she sees her best friend, HAPPY, a 40-sonething African
Anerican femal e nodern day flower child, standing over
Dani el .

She joins her at his bedside.

HAPPY
He | ooks good, girl.

TRACY
Happy don't talk like that. You
sound |i ke one of those old | adies
at the funeral hone. He | ook good,
don't he?

HAPPY
You are still crazy, even in all of
this craziness. How you hol di ng up?

TRACY
|'d be fine if |I could just get sone
peace. | can't seemto find a way to
reconcile things with Adrienne.

HAPPY
VWhat are you trying to reconcile?
She had him you have him isn't
that easily understood by everybody?

TRACY



You'd think it would be but I had no
i dea how much she | oves him

HAPPY
Does she love himor is it that she
doesn't want you to have hinf
There's a difference you know.

TRACY
| know, but...

HAPPY
No buts. You have a thing or two to
| earn about being the new woman.
Rul e nunber one, don't even think
about endearing yourself to the ex.
Rul e nunber two is not to forget
rul e nunber one. Hell, if you want
to share himyou mght as well just
turn your back and | et him screw
her .

TRACY
But you don't understand. |'m just
trying to do sonething different
than the expected norm does every
bl ended famly have to have so nuch
drama associated with it?

HAPPY
All I can say is don't get your
hopes up.

TRACY

Ever since the first night we've
been back and forth.

HAPPY
Your man sure can pick 'em can't
he?

TRACY
All I know is that he picked ne.

That's where | amw th that.
Happy | eans over to kiss Daniel and whispers in his ear.

HAPPY
Danny, it's Happy. | know you can
hear nme in there so stop faking
sl eep and wake yo' ass up. Ch, and



by the way, I'mstill waiting for ny
Kni cks tickets. You think you and
Spi ke are the only two that can sit
courtside in this towmn? |I'd hock ny
grandma's silver candle-sticks to
get the privilege, so get on it. |

| ove you.

EXT. HOSPI TAL ENTRANCE -- NI GHT

Happy and Tracy | eave the hospital for. Adrienne is snoking
out side and sees them | eave but they do not see her.

| NT. DANIEL’ S ROOM -- NI GHT
Adrienne arrives at Daniel's room She pulls up a chair

close to Daniel's bed. She slowy reaches to touch his hand
and strokes it as she watches him

ADRI ENNE
Danny, when you wake up | probably
won't be here; |I've been negl ecting

the children even though nomma has
been doi ng wonderfully with them
She seens to al ways enjoy it
whenever she has themto herself. |
said | wouldn't, but I have to;

| ove you. |'ve loved you fromthe
day we net back in second grade and
how |' m gonna nove on fromthis
lifetime | ove we have is, well, |
don't know what it |'m gonna do.
Tracy is strong, a |l ot stronger than
| was at her age. | thought I'd
never be at the point where | could
admt it but she's perfect for you,
and | know she'll be good to the
children...

Dani el noves slightly, the nonitors beep. She | ooks nervous
and steps out of the roomto get a nurse.

I NT. 1CU NURSE' S STATION -- NI GHT
ADRI ENNE ( CONT' D)
Ah, excuse ne, sonething' s going on
in here.

I NT. DANIEL’ S ROOM -- N GHT
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An I CU NURSE, 40's, walks in and reaches for Daniel's armto
take his pul se. She | ooks at Daniel closely and taps his
hand |ightly.

| CU NURSE
M. Anthony? Can you hear ne?
Hmm.l ooks |i ke M. Anthony is wakey
wakey.

ADRI ENNE
How can you tell? He | ooks about the
sane to ne.

| CU NURSE
M. Anthony.M. Anthony.if you can
here nme, squeeze ny fingers.he's
awake.

ADRI ENNE
Are you serious? Oh ny God. Oh
Danny, thank you nurse, thank you
for saving his life. Thank all of
you. Jesus.

Adri enne stands and stares at Dani el .

ADRI ENNE ( CONT' D)
Danny, | know you can here ne now.
|' ve been here every day since you
got hurt and |'ve been by your
side.with Tracy. She's gone but |I'm
gonna call her and tell her you're
K. The kids are OK. They know
what's happened but nomma has t hem
and they're fine.

A nonitor in the roomshows Daniel's heart rate increasing.
Adri enne watches it as she sits.

ADRI ENNE ( CONT' D)
Danny, if this situation has done
anything it has shown nme how much
you nean to nme. | don't know why,
but | can't just give up like | did
before. That's what | did with ny
dri nking and | ook what | have to
show for it. There's a new Adrienne
sitting next to you and.what am|
saying.l'd give ny right armif
you' d just conme back to ne.



Dani el turns his head slightly and tries to nove his arm
H s eyes are rolling around in his head and he is noving his
lips trying to speak. Adrienne noves closer to hear him

DANI EL
Tracy.

Adrienne falls back into the chair and reacts with shock.

ADRI ENNE
Shi t ..nur se!

Adri enne noves away from Daniel’s bed as the nurses and the
VEDI CAL PERSONNEL attend to Dani el .

| NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAY NEAR DANI EL’ S ROOM

She | eaves the room and wal ks toward the waiting room and
stares at the pay phone cl ose by.

She | ooks on TV and watches a replay of her and Tracy’s
i npronptu press conference and Tracy's face in front of the
m cr ophones.

She picks up to dial the phone then puts it back down.
Adrienne returns to the room The | CU DOCTOR, 50's wal ks in.

| CU DOCTOR
M's. Anthony?

ADRI ENNE
Yes.

| CU DOCTOR

M. Anthony's condition is stil
very delicate. He's probably going
to need sone rest, so try and keep
his talking to a m ni num

ADRI ENNE

| can talk to hinf
| CU DOCTOR

O course, but not for too |ong.
ADRI ENNE

Thank you Doctor, | won't.

Doctor and nurse | eaves. Adrienne wal ks to the nurse's
station and speaks to a NURSE dressed in blue, (unnaned),
20's who was witing in a chart.



ADRI ENNE ( CONT' D)

Excuse ne.
NURSE 3
Yes ma' am
ADRI ENNE
Wul d you kindly do ne a favor?
NURSE 3
Sur e.
ADRI ENNE

There should be a contact nunber for
Ms. Ellington sonmewhere; woul d
you..never mnd.l’ Il call her and
gi ve her the news.

NURSE 3
Ma' anf

ADRI ENNE
Coul d you get us sone ice chips or
somnet hi ng?

NURSE 3
Yes ma’ am right away.

ADRI ENNE
Thank you.

Adri enne wal ks back into the roomand sees Daniel's eyes
open and novi ng around.

ADRI ENNE ( CONT' D)

H Danny.

DANI EL
Adri enne, hi.

ADRI ENNE
Don't try to talk Danny; | just
prom sed the doctor that I'd keep
you qui et.

DANI EL
The ki ds.

ADRI ENNE
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Dani el

They' re good, Baby. They're with

momma and they're fine. 1'mso glad
you're K
DANI EL
What' s today?
ADRI ENNE
You nean, the day, or the date?
DANI EL
The day.
ADRI ENNE

It's early Sunday norning. It's
about two AM

| ooks away. Cl oses his eyes.

ADRI ENNE ( CONT' D)
Do you renenber what happened to

you?
DANI EL
Not really.
ADRI ENNE
Wuld you like ne to tell you?
DANI EL
Pl ease.
ADRI ENNE
You were shot Daniel.
DANI EL
Wy ? Who?
ADRI ENNE
A police officer; the police aren't
really talking but they will, you

can bet on it.

DANI EL
The officer; is he OK?

ADRI ENNE
She. A female officer shot you, but
we don't need to tal k about that
now. There' Il be plenty of tine to
talk when we get her in court.
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DANI EL
No.
ADRI ENNE
No what, Baby.
DANI EL
No, no court. Adrienne?
ADRI ENNE
Yes, Danny.
DANI EL
Wiy aren't you with the kids?
ADRI ENNE
| just thought | should be here with

you.
Dani el | ooks away.

ADRI ENNE ( CONT' D)
Li sten, you get sone sleep. |'m
gonna go honme and pick up the kids
tonorrow. 1'll be back to see you
xX?

Adri enne | eaves.

Cut to:
| NT. DANI EL AND TRACY' S BEDROOM — NI GHT

Tracy is lying in bed, she is restless. She sits up in bed,
turns on the light on her nightstand and | ooks over at a
PHOTOGRAPH or her and Dani el .

Tracy gets out of bed and begins to dress.
| NT. DANIEL’ S ROOM -- NI GHT

She arrives at Daniel’s roomand wal ks in. A male | CU NURSE
30's, colorful scrubs, is walking in to check Daniel's vital
signs and adj ust his nedication.

TRACY
Dani el , you re awake, oh ny God
Baby you've had a rough ride but the
worst is over now, you' |l be better
and conme hone to ne soon. | was so
worried | had | ost you.
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DANI EL
Where were you?

TRACY
| went honme for a little while, 1've
been here every nonent and | | ust

needed to go hone and take a bath.
VWhat's wrong?

DANI EL
Not hi ng.

TRACY
Dani el ?

DANI EL

What was she doi ng here?

TRACY
Who Baby? Adrienne? What did she
say? Did she upset you?

DANI EL
No, but ...

Dani el coughi ng, in pain.

TRACY
"1l get the nurse.

Tracy runs out to the nurse's station.

TRACY (CONT' D)
Somet hi ng' s wr ong.

Tracy and the 1 CU nurse run in together.

| CU NURSE
M. Anthony, what's wrong?
DANI EL
Pain..in my side.
| CU NURSE
"Il give you sonething to help you
sleep. Ms. Ellington, I'msorry but

we' ve been bending the rules |like
crazy since all of this..go home and
get sone rest and cone back in the
nmorning. | promse to take good care
of him



64

TRACY
K. | understand. Daniel, 1'Il be
back in the norning. | |ove you
Baby.

DANI EL

Love you back.

Tracy turns to | eave but seens uneasy and turns back to | ook
at Daniel. He has already begun to drift off to sleep. She
ki sses himand | eaves the hospital.

| NT. ADRI ENNE' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Adri enne | ooks over at the clock and sees that the news is
just starting.

She's already turned on the TV but the sound is | ow, she

pi cks up the renote control and turns up the volune. In her
ot her hand she has a cup of juice. Christina Underwood is in
t he anchor chair.

TV SHOT:
CHRI STI NA
The shooting of Daniel Anthony is
still under investigation today.

Though we have heard from our own
Tracy Ellington, spokesperson and
personal friend of the Anthony

Fam ly, we have not heard from Ms
Ant hony herself. Sources tell our
Bruce Fennell that Ms. Anthony has
gone into hiding. Bruce.

EXT. QUTSI DE OF HOSPI TAL -- NI GHT

TV Reporter BRUCE FENNELL, 30's, animated and colorfully
dr essed.

BRUCE
That's right Christina, it |ooks as
t hough Adrienne Ant hony, the
estranged wife of mllionaire Daniel
Ant hony has been a no-show here
since the surprise press conference
with Tracy Ellington. As you've
al ready stated, Tracy Ellington has
been serving as fam |y spokesperson
and sonme are now questioni ng how
deep her connection goes with this



famly, nore specifically, to M.
Ant hony. W have unconfirnmed reports
that i mediately after that press
conference, Ms. Anthony and Tracy
Ellington nearly canme to bl ows and
had to be separated by security

of ficers but no one could confirm

t hat .

CHRI STI NA
Bruce?

BRUCE
Yes, Chris.

CHRI STI NA

What about M. Anthony's condition?
I s he inproving since he's awakened?
| s he tal king? Have you seen Tracy
El | i ngton?

BRUCE
VWll the answers to those questions
are: M. Anthony is indeed awake and
talking, he's listed in serious but
stable condition and he's still in
the intensive care unit. Doctors are
reluctant to nove himjust yet.
According to what we heard in the
doctor's press conference earlier
this norning, M. Anthony could
concei vably be going hone in about a
week or so.

CHRI STI NA
That's great news Bruce; what about
Tracy Ellington, any sight of her
anywher e?

BRUCE
Oh yes, | spoke with Tracy just a
few nonents ago when she arrived
here at the hospital and while she
woul dn't speak on canera, she has
not left M. Anthony's side; she's
| eft the hospital for home now, but
no citing of Ms. Anthony at all.
This is Bruce Fennell outside of
Lenox H Il Hospital, back to you in
t he studi o.
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Adrienne is furious. She | ooks over at the bar in her room
t hen wal ks over, pauses and stares at the LI QUOR BOTTLES and
pours a drink.

She sits sipping the drink and pours another; she lights a
cigarette and is visibly shaken and upset. She stands and

| ooks in her purse, pulls out a business card, picks up the
phone and dials the phone.

CHRI STINA (O S)
Hello, this is Christina.

ADRI ENNE
"1l do it.

CHRI STINA (O S)
Excuse ne?

ADRI ENNE
This is Adrienne Anthony.you got
your interview.

CHRI STINA (O S.)
Great. My producer thinks it woul d
work better if | came out to your
home; is that OK wth you?

ADRI ENNE
Tonor r ow good?

CHRI STINA (Q. S)
We'll be there Ms. Anthony.

ADRI ENNE
Good, see you then.

Adri enne sl ans the phone down.
| NT. DANI EL'S NEW ROOM AT HOSPI TAL -- DAY
Moved from I CU, Daniel has begun receiving visitors.

Detective diver and anot her DETECTIVE, African Anerican
30's, suit, cones in while Daniel is resting.

DETECTI VE QLI VER
Looks i ke he's asleep, we'd better
conme back | ater

DANI EL
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| wouldn't do that detective; |
m ght not be so willing to
cooper at e.

DETECTI VE OLI VER
How are you, sir?

DANI EL
It's been interesting. Tell ne
detective, you ever taken one?

DETECTI VE OLI VER
Yeah, in Hanoi in '75, goddam VC
snipers. M. Anthony, I'mhere to
find out what happened that day from
your perspective. W've talked to
the officer involved and she...

DANI EL
Wait .who is she?

DETECTI VE QLI VER
Her name is Stephani e Deshotel.

DANI EL
| s she OK?

DETECTI VE COLI VER
Vell sir, she's been a bit shook up
and no one's seen her. W're a
little afraid that she may be al one
and that's not a good place for a
young cop to be, you know what
nmean?

DANI EL
Al right then, sonmeone find her and
bring her here. I'd |ike to neet
her.

DETECTI VE COLI VER
Sir?

DANI EL
|’d really Iike to neet her.

The detectives | ook at each other puzzl ed.

DETECTI VE CLI VER



That seens |ike an unusual request,
sir. Could we tal k about the
incident? Do you feel up to it?

DANI EL
Sure, but there's nothing to talk
about .

DETECTI VE COLI VER
| don't under st and.

DANI EL
Fromwhat little | can recall, |
st epped out of a coffee shop on 6th,
| bunped into an officer, dropped ny
coffee and | | ooked her right in the
eyes; then out of nowhere there were
other officers all over the place, |
t hought | had wal ked into sone kind
of raid. | reached for a hankie to
w pe off ny jacket and try to get
the hell out of the way and it felt
I i ke soneone had taken a hot poker
and shoved it into ne. | don't
remenber much el se after that.

DETECTI VE QLI VER
Do you renenber the officer saying
anything to you? O you were saying
anything to her?

DANI EL
No, no | don't renenber that, but it
wasn't her fault.

DETECTI VE OLI VER
Come agai n?

DANI EL
It was noisy, there were a | ot of
peopl e out there and | could
under st and how she coul d nake a
m st ake, especially under those
condi ti ons.

DETECTI VE QLI VER
Sir, that's very generous of you and
| have to tell you, I'm.l"'m
speechl ess right now

DANI EL
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| could tell she was scared, so was

| ; guns everywhere, people shouting.
| guess | should've worn my business
suit that day, huh?

DETECTI VE QLI VER
Not at all sir. It should ve never
happened.

DANI EL
What's going to happen to the
of ficer, and what's her nane again?

DETECTI VE COLI VER
Des-hotel, Oficer Stephanie
Deshotel. Well sir, she's got to go
t hr ough mandat ory counsel i ng and
she’s on a desk until the
investigation is conpleted. Chances
are the DA is going to want to speak
with you too; |I’msurprised they
didn't beat us up here when the news
reported you were better. She'l
probably be charged with assault and
subsequently fired fromthe force.

DANI EL
|"d rather not see that happen. How
old is this young | ady?

DETECTI VE QLI VER
About 23, 24? Sonmething |like that.

DANI EL
So what's she supposed to do for a
job if she's fired? Work security
for a supermarket? Look, she got
rattled during her first big scene
and | have to tell you, | probably
woul d have too. You know detective,
|"ve made it a point to |l end as much
support as | can to the PBA

DETECTI VE QLI VER
Yes sir, of course and we appreciate
all you've done, it's helped a | ot
with recruiting. W just find it a
little strange that you'd want to
hel p an officer that al nost took you
out .
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DANI EL
She's not the only officer in this
city to panic in a stressful
situation. 1'll call the district
attorney's office; | don't want that
of fi cer anywhere near a courthouse.
You can take that back to your

superi ors.

DETECTI VE OLI VER
Yes sir. | understand. And thank you
sir.

I NT. ADRI ENNE' S HOMVE -- DAY

TELEVI SI ON CREWof 4 (TWDO MEN, TWO WOMEN) are setting up
fl oodlights and checking nonitors at the Anthony Residence.

A visibly agitated Adrienne is pacing the floor as Christina
Under wood nervously wat ches.

ADRI ENNE
How long is this going to take?

CHRI STI NA
Not long Ms. Anthony; Charlie let's
get these lights set up and do this.

ADRI ENNE
Do you need anything? Can | get you
or your people sonething?

CHRI STI NA
Just sone water.

ADRI ENNE
| have to check on the children; you
guys get set and I'lIl be right back.

The crew continues to get ready; Adrienne returns and the
t api ng begi ns.

CHRI STI NA
M's. Anthony, thank you for having
us in your home. It's very |ovely.

ADRI ENNE
Thank you, Christina. W' ve worked
hard on it.

CHRI STI NA
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| know you have a |l ot on your plate
so I'll just get to the point; your
husband, Daniel, is in the hospital
and he's there because he was shot
by a police officer. Can you conment
on that for us?

ADRI ENNE
| was very upset when | heard that a
police officer shot Danny, he's a
huge supporter of the police. It was
a real shock

CHRI STI NA
Are you planning to file a | awsuit
against the city and the officer in
gquestion?

ADRI ENNE
That's sonething | can't coment on.
Danny's going to be the one to make
that decision. But if | know Danny,

he'll want nothing to do with a
lawsuit; | can't speak for him
though. I'"msure this situation wll

cause himto reflect on sone things.

CHRI STI NA
Things |i ke what?

ADRI ENNE
It's been reported that Danny and ne
are not speaking and that's not
true. W actually had a short but
very beautiful conversation | ast

ni ght when he woke up. | was
thrilled that he woke up at that
tinme.

CHRI STI NA

|"'mglad to hear that; how d you
manage to be there when he awakened?

ADRI ENNE
I"’mhis wife, where el se should |
be?

CHRI STI NA

It's interesting you' d say that.

ADRI ENNE



How so?

CHRI STI NA
Publ i shed reports have said you and
your husband are involved in a
bitter divorce action and to hear
you say that suggests there may be
reconciliation in the works.

ADRI ENNE
| won’t comment on that, but | wll
say that like all couples we’' ve had
our issues and we' Il get through
this too.

CUT TQO

| NT. DANI EL'S ROOM -- DAY

Tracy and Dani el watching the interview. Tracy is on the
phone.

TRACY
How coul d you all ow sonet hing |ike
this to happen?! Who gave her
cl earance for sonething |like that?
No, Joel, that's not good
enough.what the fuck do you nean
it's not affecting nme? She's
interviewing Daniel's ex and it's
not affecting ne? Joel, this is not
sone sl eazy tabloid show, we do hard
news..no, Joel, you're the only one
who knew | was involved with him and
you go and pull this shit for
ratings..no! Fuck sweeps! This is ny
life! You should have let her do a
report on Brooklyn's |argest cookie
factory or sonething, not this.
Joel, that's bullshit, good-bye
Joel .

Tracy sl anms the phone down.

DANI EL
Who’s she and why are you so upset?

TRACY
The woman interview ng Adrienne is
Christina Underwood. Fromthe day I
arrived she's been after nmy job and
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it looks Iike she's well on her way
to getting it. Joel, one of the
producers, just told nme that he gave
her the green light to give the

i nterview when Adrienne agreed to it
at the last mnute.

DANI EL
| figured something like this m ght
happen.

TRACY

VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

DANI EL
The nonent it hit the news that 1'd
been shot, anyone and everyone t hat
has any connection with ne at al
beconmes a story. |I'msorry about al
of this, baby.

TRACY
No, Daniel, |I'mthe one that should
be sorry.

DANI EL

Whay? You're not responsible for her.
| shoul d've known she'd pull a stunt

like this.

TRACY
| have to tell you sonmething and |
hope you won’'t be angry. | was the

one that called her; she was here
the first night. W were here
together. It's been dreadful. W
tried to make a go of it a few tines
but it was obvious that we coul dn't
be in the sane space for nore than a
few mnutes without going at it.

DANI EL
That nust have been tough, but you
did the right thing. How d this | ady
get to Adrienne anyway? She's
usual ly very private.

TRACY
I"'mwilling to bet she badgered her,
or better yet she probably threw ne
up in her face.



DANI EL
What are you gonna do?

TRACY
About what ?

DANI EL

Don't you think you should go back
to work? I'mcertainly not going
anywhere until the doctors clear ne,
and that coul d be another week.

TRACY
But ny place is here wwth you; and
what about Adrienne?

DANI EL
In spite of what she may have put
you through, this was never about
Adri enne, she knows that.

TRACY
| just feel funny about |eaving you
before you' ve recovered.

DANI EL
Speaki ng of which, you think you can
handl e this recovery bit with your
crazy schedul e?

TRACY
"1l quit if I have to.
DANI EL
You can't do that.
TRACY
Il wll if I have to. 1'll take care
of you baby.
DANI EL
Tracy...
TRACY

VWhat is it Daniel?

DANI EL
Sone years ago, Adrienne nade the
decision to stay at hone and care
for the kids after my business
started gai ni ng nonentum..
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TRACY
| don't need to hear this Daniel.

DANI EL
..Yes you do. In the mdst of |ooking
after nme, the kids, the house, she
| ost herself in the process..and |

took her for granted; | don't want
anything like that to happen between
us.

Tracy | ooks away.

TRACY
| don't know what to say.
DANI EL
Why ?
TRACY
Adrienne tal ked to nme about this
already and | just dism ssed her

like it didn't even matter..|l guess |
shoul d' ve been nore under st andi ng.

DANI EL
Don't beat yourself up; well, just
don't lose yourself while you're
busy taking care of ne.
CUT TO
| NT. ADRI ENNE' S HOMVE -- DAY

The interview is continuing.

ADRI ENNE
.and I'll be sure take good care of
hi m when he cones hone.

CHRI STI NA
Ms. Anthony, I'mawed to be in your

presence. You're a strong woman, a
| oving and devoted w fe and an
exanple for wonen across this
nation. | want to thank you for
allowing us in to speak with you.
Best of luck. This is Christina
Underwood reporting live fromthe
Ant hony Resi dence.



CUT TO

| NT. DANI EL'S ROOM -- DAY

TRACY
..and she's trying to ruin ny life.

DANI EL
C mon Tracy, you of all people know
the public is always | ooking for
sonet hi ng j ui cy.

TRACY
| know Baby, but this is bigger than
that. Wen they were trying to ship
Christina off to sone far off
| ocation | stepped in and suggested
t hat she stay; managenent agreed and
even bunped up her salary and this
is the thanks | get?

DANI EL
You' re nmaking too nmuch of this, she
can't touch you if you don't Iet
her .

TRACY
Maybe you're right.

DANI EL
Can you get to the studio in tine
for the | ate news?

TRACY
Baby, | haven't been to work in days
and they're not expecting ne.

DANI EL
That's just ny point. Get back to
t he studi o and show t hem who Channel
Four hired to be the anchor.

TRACY
That's very tenpting, but if | call
now or just show up then it's going
to | ook suspi ci ous.

DANI EL
To whon? Last time | checked, you do
still have a job, don't you?
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TRACY
Yeah, | do.

DANI EL
Then go to work.

| NT. CHANNEL FOUR NEWSROOM

Lots of people novenent, Tracy walks in and is given a
standi ng ovati on by the newsroom

She pans the roomfor Christina. She finds her in editing.
Christina is working when Tracy barges in.
| NT. EDI TI NG ROOM

TRACY
Wul d you kindly excuse us for a
nonment ?

EDI TOR, 50’s, sinply dressed quickly |eaves. Christina turns
her back to Tracy, |ooks surprised and nervous.

TRACY (CONT' D)
You fucked nme; how could you?

CHRI STI NA
| fucked you? | think you got the
wrong man..OK Tracy, you wanna know
why? I'mtired of being the one
everybody overl ooks when sone hottie
wal ks in off the street.

TRACY
So you think I'mjust sonme bubbl e-
headed bi nbo they brought in because
t hey needed a new pi ece of ass
around here?

CHRI STI NA
If the stiletto’'s fit.

TRACY
You really don’t know what was about
to happen to you, do you?

CHRI STI NA
| don’t know what you're talking
about .
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TRACY
They were about to send you down to
Sunter, South Carolina.

CHRI STI NA
You' re maki ng that up.

TRACY
| wouldn't lie to you, Chris. |
begged themto keep you because |
knew | needed backup, and | wanted
you to be here in the event that
sonet hi ng happened and | coul dn't
be. | was | ooking out for you.
Wthout the two of us, they woul d’ ve
just noved Brad or one of the other
guys into the chair; you know how

this thing works! | don’t even know
why I'’mwasting ny tinme. 1'll see
you | ater.
CHRI STI NA
Tracy.
TRACY
What .
CHRI STI NA
Sorry?
TRACY
Are you asking your way to an
apol ogy?
CHRI STI NA
" m sorry.
TRACY
|"msorry too, Chris; I'msorry |

trusted you.
THE NEXT WEEK
| NT. DANI EL'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - - DAY

Tracy arrives at the hospital with sonme goodi es for Dani el
and sees that two doctors are in Daniel's room Daniel is
covered in perspiration. Tracy heads for the door and is
denied entry by one of the NURSES, 40’'s, scrubs.



DOCTOR VEI NGART, 50 sonething, very tall and attractive and
DOCTOR CARCLYN HOWELL, 40's, African Anerican femal e,
(Dani el 's personal physician), are in the roomtogether,
their faces | ook grim

They step out to greet Tracy.

TRACY
Dr. Howel | ?

DOCTOR HOWELL
H Tracy. Tracy Ellington, this is
Dr. Wingart, one of our
bact eri ol ogy speci alists.

TRACY
What' s happened?

DOCTOR HOWELL
The news isn't terrible but M.
Anthony is going to be here a little
bit longer I"'mafraid. This is not
unusual in cases like his.

TRACY
| don't under st and.

DR. VEI NGART
@Gunshot victins are sone of the nost
difficult patients to predict when
it cones to care, but in this case
we were able to deal with the
i nfection.

TRACY
I nfection, what infection? Wy
didn't sonmebody call ne?!

DR. HOWELL
The deci sion we nade was out of our
hands.

TRACY

VWhat deci si on?

DOCTOR HOWELL
Maybe we shoul d tal k over here.

They step away fromthe door of Daniel’s roomclose to the
nurse’s station.
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TRACY
Carol, what's this all about?

The doctors | ook anxiously at each other.

DR. VEI NGART
We had to call Ms. Anthony. We...
needed her consent to run some
tests. | don't know if she has
arrived here as yet but we wanted
you to have a heads up. W didn't
want any probl ens.

TRACY
| understand and | appreciate your
candor. There won't be any problem
Thank you.

The doctors | eave and Tracy sobs heavily.
| NT. POLI CE PSYCHOLOG STS OFFI CE -- DAY

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
How are you?

DR LEWS
How am | ? That's interesting. |
t hought I was the one that should be
asking you that. So as not to be
rude, vague or seemnm ngly
di sinterested in your question, |'m
fine. How are you?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Better, now that | know M. Anthony
is going to be better.

DR LEWS
| understand why you'd feel that
way, but what about you? Are you any
closer to a solution?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
A solution to what?

DR LEW S
The enmpty feeling you still carry
with you, the fear that | see when
| ook at you; | feel the pulse in the

room change the nonent you wal k in.
| have a question for you; if Daniel



Ant hony came wal ki ng t hrough that
door right now, what would you say?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| would say |I'msorry.

DR LEWS
You're sorry. 'H M. Anthony, |I'm
St ephani e, the cop that shot you
sorry.' Yeah, | could see that going
over well. Maybe you should take a
nmoment and think about it.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| don't know What el se am|
supposed to say?

DR LEWS
How about thank you?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
You're the one that needs help if
you think 1'd say thank you to a man
| shot. That would be worse than |'m
sorry, don't you think?

DR LEWS
When you were here a few sessions
ago you tal ked about being a part of
a special programthat M. Anthony
sponsored. You tal ked about how he
i nspired you to nake sonet hi ng of
yourself in spite of the
nei ghbor hood you grew up in. | think
some formof thank you is nore than
appropriate. After you' ve had an
opportunity to explain who you are
and the rest, you mght find that
you bot h have sonet hing deeper in
conmon.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| was thinking, maybe | shoul d do
what you do instead of being a
street cop?

DR LEWS
Wiy do you say that?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| want to make people feel good.
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DR LEWS
G ad | can help Stephanie.

| NT. HOSPI TAL WAI TI NG ROOM - - DAY

Tracy sits quietly in the waiting roomand hears footsteps
in the hallway. She cringes thinking it m ght be Adrienne
but it's Happy.

HAPPY
How ya doin’?

TRACY
l"mtired. Daniel's still fighting
and fromwhat the doctors tell ne
it's gonna be an uphill clinb. I'm

ready to deal with all of that..but
Adrienne is another story al
t oget her.

HAPPY
| saw her little news thing. Quess
she decided to one up you, huh?

TRACY
That's not funny. |'ve put in
si xteen nonths with this nman and...
HAPPY
..And? You think your sixteen nonths
means a hill of beans to her nine or

ten years married to the man and two
ki ds? She decided to go down

SW ngi ng because you gave her
sonething to fight wth.

TRACY
And how, pray tell, did | do that?

HAPPY
You made her feel second, or even
| ess than second. You backed her
into a corner. Your offensive put
her on the defensive. She didn't
even have a plastic spoon and you
turned around one day and said,
"Here Adrienne, take this knife and
stab nme in ny fucking back."

TRACY
| didn't want to fight with her.
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HAPPY
Let me finish.if you don’t put
gasoline in a car, it won't run
Stop giving her a reason to keep
com ng back here, she may have been
here for Daniel's sake initially,
but now she's here to fuck with you.
The whole TV thing was just the
begi nning. What if she decided to
use this in court?

TRACY
It's too late for that.

HAPPY
|'"'m a divorcee and baby, it's never
too late. 1've been running ny ex-

husband' s | azy, shiftless ass back
and forth to court for years because
he deserves it, not because | need
the noney. | had his ass subpoenaed
whil e he was on his honeynoon in
Janai ca a few years back, so don't
think for a second that she's going
to just fade away. She's gonna

remenber this and she'll nmake you
pay for every pain and every itch
that isn't scratched. She'll use him

to get at you every tine.

TRACY

She's already fired the first shot.
HAPPY

What now?
TRACY

She gave the approval for Daniel to
get nore tests. New York State Law
required themto call her, you know,
to let the spouse know what his
condition is. That's ridicul ous.

HAPPY
No it's not, it's called spousal
privil ege.

TRACY

That’' s bull shit.
HAPPY



That’s serious shit. Spousal
privilege separates the girlfriend
fromthe wife and for right now,
she's still the wfe.

TRACY
| can't figure out what's been the
wor st part about all of this.

HAPPY
What do you nean?

TRACY
Whet her dealing with Dani el being
shot or dealing with Adrienne.

HAPPY
| never thought about that; that is
quite a choice. Were is the | anme
duck Ms. Anthony anyway?

TRACY
You know, you really have a strange
way of putting things.l haven't seen

her .

HAPPY
You hungry? You're looking a little
t hi n.

TRACY

You' re batting a thousand.

HAPPY
Hey, lighten up; listen, |I'm heading
down to the cafe, you want
sonet hi ng?

TRACY
No, I'lIl be fine. Maybe I'l|l take a
Coke if there's one around

sonmewher e
| NT. HOSPI TAL CORRI DOR

Happy wal ks out of the room door and gets on an el evator.
Adrienne is already on and beautifully dressed, she is
st andi ng behi nd her.

| NT. HOSPI TAL CAFE
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The el evator door opens, Happy wal ks out and Adri enne
foll ows. Happy holds the door for Adrienne entering the
caf e.

They grab nugs and get coffee.

St andi ng near a counter where the sugar and cream are kept,
Happy and Adrienne reach for sonmething at the sane tinme and
make eye cont act.

Happy does a doubl e take and steps away.

ADRI ENNE
Excuse nme, |I'msorry.

HAPPY
Hey, no problem

ADRI ENNE
Coul d you pass ne one of those pink
sweet eners?

HAPPY
Certainly. That's a lovely outfit.
And your nmakeup, is it MAC?

ADRI ENNE
Actually this is good old Revlon. It
just seens to work for ne.

HAPPY
(1 aughi ng)
Yeah, it does, but | can't afford
any of it. Visiting the sick and
shut in or working?

ADRI ENNE
Visiting, ny husband is here. He's
been through a | ot.

HAPPY
l"msorry; I'lIl keep you both in ny
prayers. By the way, just so God
knows who |I'mtal ki ng about, what's
your nane?

ADRI ENNE
It's Adrienne, Adrienne Anthony and
my husband's nane is Daniel.



Happy spills her cup of coffee and bobbles the tray she's

carrying.

Happy races back upstairs with only a Coke in her

ADRI ENNE ( CONT' D)
Are you CK?

HAPPY
Yeah, just a little nerve gas or
sonet hi ng.

ADRI ENNE
Oh, K. well, it was nice talking to
you.

HAPPY

You too Adri enne.

Tracy. Her shirt is stained with coffee.

| NT. HOSPI TAL WAI TI NG ROOM — DAY

Happy is out of breath but hands Tracy the soda.

TRACY
Thanks Happy, didn't you get
sonmet hing for yoursel f?

HAPPY
| dropped it.

TRACY
Ha ha ha. What's the natter? See
sone guy that knocked your socks
of f?

HAPPY
No, it was a woman actually.

TRACY
Quit playin'! HA HA HA! Whew, girl
you nust have known | needed a good
| augh.

HAPPY
It was Adri enne.

Tracy i mmedi ately stops | aughi ng.

TRACY
Real | y?

hand for
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HAPPY
She was in the cafe and girl she's
gorgeous. If she wal ked in here
right nowl'll bet you wouldn't even
recogni ze her

TRACY
Real | y?

HAPPY
Mm hnrm It was one of those weird
t hi ngs, you know, reaching for the
sugar at the sane tine and bam
There she was. She's got on this
little skirt and | nean little, but
it's cute on her, a pretty bl ouse
and sone nice punps. And she's
wear i ng makeup, very snooth, girl.
She's dressed today, she | ooks |ike
you usually |l ook..irresistible.

TRACY
Did you speak?

HAPPY
Ch, yeah but | was so shocked when
found out who she was, | just

funbl ed ny tray and ended up j ust
getting you this soda. She's
probably gonna conme up here at sone
point, so |I'moutta here.

TRACY
Thanks friend.
HAPPY
No problem don't worry, it'll be

K

Happy | eaves. Tinme passes. Tracy remains in the waiting room
wat chi ng the cl ock change tine.

Dr. Howell walks in and greets Tracy.

DR. HOWELL
Ms. Ellington, |I'’m happy to report
that we don't think there will be
any nore problens and in a few days,
he’ Il be able to go hone.

TRACY
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Thank you doctor, that's wonderful.

Tracy picks up her cell phone. She scrolls and sees
Adri enne's nanme. She considers calling when she deci des
against it, but her phone rings.

TRACY ( CONT' D)

Hel | 0?
ADRI ENNE (Q. S.)
How s Danny?
TRACY
He's fine.Adrienne? You surprised
me, | thought you were soneone el se.

The doctors were just here a few
nmonments ago to tell nme about Dani el
Where are you?

ADRI ENNE (Q. S.)
|''mdownstairs in the cafe. Join ne
for cof fee?

TRACY
Sure, I'Il be right down.

| NT. HOSPI TAL CAFE

Adrienne is seated at a table across the room Tracy arrives
at the door and | ooks around but doesn't see anyone she
recogni zes.

Many PEOPLE in the cafe recognize themand a hush falls over
the roomas Tracy wal ks slowy toward Adrienne.

TRACY
You | ook beauti ful.

Adri enne stands and greats Tracy with a big hug, surprising
her. They enbrace for nore than a nonent. PEOPLE are staring
and whi spering as Tracy and Adrienne are seat ed.

ADRI ENNE
You think you're the only woman in
this towm that has a skirt?

TRACY
s that what you call that little
t hi ng? You have a cute shape
Adri enne. Look at those Legs. | like
your shoes too.



ADRI ENNE
Thanks. One of the few indul gence's
| have left. You're |ooking pretty
normal these days.

TRACY
| haven't been to work and just
haven't felt all that good lately
but you seemto have been refreshed,
what's goi ng on?

ADRI ENNE
Not much. | felt it was tine to step
it up a bit, so that's the reason
for these clothes and ny new | ook,
so to speak. Have you seen Danny?

TRACY
Not since early this norning. He had
a high fever and it appears that he
had sonme kind of infection or
sonet hi ng...

ADRI ENNE
.ah, that's quite enough Tracy.
Sorry, but | can barely stand the
snmell in here | et alone hearing
about stuff like that, it freaks ne
out .

TRACY
Sorry..Dani el should be ready to cone
home sone tinme soon

ADRI ENNE
Hone. That's interesting.
TRACY
How so?
ADRI ENNE

| used to believe his hone was
wherever | was and the children, but
that's all changed now.

TRACY
| don't know what to say. | feel
awful about this, |ike mybe we

shoul d' ve net under different
ci rcunst ances...

89



ADRI ENNE
..or not at all.

TRACY
| didn't say that.

ADRI ENNE
No, you didn't.

Adri enne stands and | eaves a puzzled Tracy at the table
al one.

Tracy | ooks at her watch and sees that visiting hours wll
soon be over so she finishes her coffee and heads up to
Daniel's room

I NT. DANIEL'S ROOM -- N GHT

Tracy arrives in tine to see Adrienne | eaning over and
ki ssing Daniel on the lips. She grabs her stomach but stays
awnay.

Adrienne is unaware of Tracy's presence. Daniel is barely
awake and has slightly slurred speech.

ADRI ENNE
| have to tell you sonething and you
have to prom se ne you won't throw
me out.

DANI EL
| woul d never do that Baby.

ADRI ENNE
| love you, I'll always |ove you and
" m sorry.

DANI EL
St op apol ogi zi ng baby you didn't do
anything wong. I'll be better soon.
| wanna go hone. | don't like it
her e.

ADRI ENNE
(sobbi ng/ whi speri ng)
| know baby, | want you hone too. |
have to go, but I'll be back another
time, OK? Just get better. | |ove
you Dani el .

DANI EL



Love you back.

Adri enne | eans again and ki sses Daniel all over his face.
She wal ks out and right into Tracy who's standing in the
hal | way seet hing and cryi ng.

ADRI ENNE
Tracy. | didn't know you were still
here. Danny's asl eep; why don't you
go hone and get sone rest? You | ook
tired.

TRACY
Good- ni ght Adri enne.

Tracy turns and | eaves.
| NT. DANI EL'S ROOM -- DAY

Tracy arrives to see Dani el awake. She wal ks in the room and
I S pensive.

DANI EL
| was hoping you'd be here earlier.
They' re about to take nme for sone
nore dammed tests.

TRACY
The tests are necessary, baby, don't
you t hi nk?

DANI EL

Sure, that's what the doctors al ways
say, but how nuch of that is real?
What's wong? You seem preoccupi ed?

TRACY
Adri enne.

DANI EL
What did she do now?

TRACY
Not hi ng Baby. That wasn't for you to
react to. She's.well.l guess | just
don't know what to say about what |
saw. | just want you outta here and
back hone.

DANI EL

We don't keep secrets, or do we?
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TRACY

X, alright. I canme up fromthe
hospital cafe and she was all over
you, Daniel, kissing you, touching
you..l just stood back and let it
happen |i ke | owed her sonething.
Just before that, she invited nme
downstairs to the cafe and she

insulted nme. | felt so stupid.
DANI EL
" m sorry.
TRACY
Maybe | shoul d extend an olive
branch?
DANI EL

Is it really that inportant to you?

TRACY
l"mnot trying to kiss her ass or
anything but | don't want her to
hate ne either.

DANI EL
| can understand that, but | think
it mght be too late for that.

TRACY

| love you. | got you sone new PJ's.
At | east you won't have to wal k
around with all your business
exposed now.

(1 aughi ng)
When you got up one day | ast week,
the noon was shining a little too
brightly.

They continue tal king and | aughi ng. MYRON, 20's gl asses,
suspenders, (A young man that works for Daniel) peeks into
the room Tracy sees him

TRACY (CONT' D)
H, come in. How can | help you?

MYRON
Ww, Ms. Ellington, it's so nice to
meet you. Ww Tracy Ellington...

DANI EL



.What is it Myron?

MYRON
Gh! M. Anthony, it's very good to
see you |l ooking so, so well. W're

all very worried back at the office

and | drew t he

short straw to see

how you were doing and to see if
you' d be willing to allow us to

bring you sone

things that really

need your attention?

TRACY
M. Anthony needs his rest; |I'msure
these things can wait at |east until

he gets better,

can't they?

MYRON
Well ..not really.it seens that we
just cl osed another big deal and M.
Ant hony has been invited to join an
i nvestnment group that's looking to
pur chase a cl othing and shoe

manuf act ur er.

TRACY

Dani el ..wow...

DANI EL
Myron, how many docunents? Who did

t he deal ?

MYRON
It's only a few docunents and | ega
has al ready | ooked t hem over, al
they need is your signature. The

entire group di

d the deal; they took

initiative |like you' ve been
scream ng about and, well, the board

approved it. |

Dani el takes the papers,
hands them back to Myron.

hope you don't m nd?

reads through them signs them and

DANI EL

No, not at all,

you guys know you

have ny confidence. Here are your
preci ous papers, try not to |ose
t hem on the way back?

MYRON
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No sir, not a chance! Thanks M.

Ant hony. The ladies in the office
send their |ove, hugs and ki sses,

but I won't do that. |I'm gonna | eave
now. Ch, wait, | knew there was
sonething else. This letter was hand
delivered by courier and the courier
insisted it get into your hands
only. W turned it away a few tines
because you weren't there and the
guy just left it one day. It |ooked
inmportant so | brought it, here it

iS.
DANI EL
Myron, what would | do w thout you?
MYRON
Probably sleep better, sir?
DANI EL
CGet out Myron.
MYRON
Yes, sir.
DANI EL

G ve everyone ny best, tell them al

| said thank you for everything and
| will be calling in tonorrow to
gi ve everyone the good news..better
yet, why don't you just tell themto
take the rest of the week off.

MYRON
Are you sure you're feeling OK sir?

DANI EL
Good- bye Myron.

MYRON
See you. Ms. ElIlington.

TRACY
Bye Myron.

Myron | eaves, Tracy cl oses the door and junps and cl aps her
hands with excitenent.

TRACY (CONT' D)
VWhat does this nean?!

94



DANI EL
It neans that |ife is about to get
even nore interesting.

TRACY
| amso excited for you, you deserve
it, and so do I.

DANI EL
|'"'mglad you feel that way; say, you
think you could find a nurse? I'm
ready to get the hell outta here.

TRACY
You're just a few days back from
being very sick and you're trying to
| eave? Maybe you shoul d be the one
to hold on. Wiat's that letter?

DANI EL
| don't know.

Dani el struggles to open the letter, Tracy takes it and
reads it to him

LETTER
Dear M. Ant hony,

| don't even know where or how to begin, but ny nane is

O ficer Stephanie Deshotel. You don't know ne but you
probably recognize ny nane. | amthe officer who is
responsi ble for shooting you. It was a terrible mstake | am
going to live with for the rest of ny life. My career as a
police officer is over and dependi ng on what happens wth
the Gand Jury, | mght even be prosecuted, but | deserve
that. In case you don't renenber nme, | enclosed a photograph
of me when | was 14 and on a doubl e-dutch team at Ki ps Bay
Community Center in the Bronx. You cane there to give ny
coach nmoney so we could have uniforns and go to our
tournanents. You also helped ny famly a | ot when ny two

brothers were nmurdered. | still sleep in the sane bed you
bought for ny nomso we could have a place to sleep and ny
momstill lives in the apartnment you hel ped us to get. |

know this is going to sound crazy, but | wanted to thank you
for everything you' ve done for nme. You hel ped shape ne into
a productive citizen and in spite of ny horrible m stake,
you changed ny whole life. If you don't want to hear from nme
| conpl etely understand, but | am beggi ng your forgiveness
and | hope your recovery is conplete. | have watched the TV
coverage about you day after day and | pray for you
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constantly. | amso sorry for what | did and | just pray God
will forgive ne too.

You are a special man.
God Bl ess You,
St ephani e Deshot el

Tracy wipes a tear fromher eye as Dani el picks up the
hospi tal phone and di al s.

DANI EL ( CONT' D)
Myron, | need you to do ne a favor...

| NT. STEPHANI E DESHOTEL' S APARTMENT — NI GHT

Myron is casually dressed and knocks on the door; Stephanie
opens it.

MYRON
O ficer Deshotel ?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Yes.

MYRON
M. Anthony would like to see you
tomorrow. Can you be at the hospita
at 11: 00 AW

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Yes.sure.l'll be there a little
earlier even.

MYRON
.wear your uniformtoo.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
.but |'m suspended.

MYRON
Wear your uniform M. Anthony
i nsi sts.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
K 1"l wear it.

I NT. LENOX HI LL HOSPI TAL MAI N ENTRANCE -- DAY

Medi a have converged on the hospital.
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News reporters are warm ng up, getting ready for a major
news conference.

A live feed has been set up in Daniel's room The CAVMERANVAN
20's grungy, is setting up.

TRACY
Good Morning, |I'm Tracy Ellington
reporting live fromthe hospital
room of Daniel Anthony, a
busi nessman, famly-man and friend
of New York City who has been
recovering fromtwo gunshot wounds;
t hese wounds were inflicted when
police were called to the scene of a
woul d- be robbery and M. Ant hony
turned out to be an unfortunate
victimof mstaken identity. The
officer that fired the near fatal
shots is Oficer Stephanie Deshot el
at the time, a one-week veteran of
the force. She is facing both
crimnal and departnental charges as
a result of her actions that day.
W' re here because Dani el Anthony
and Stephani e Deshotel will neet and
talk for the first tinme since the
i ncident. When we cone back, we wll
experience their conversation live
fromthis room

CANVERANMAN
XK, we're off. Oficer, cone and sit
over here.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
|"'mso nervous. | can't believe |I'm
doing this. Is this really gonna be
seen by everybody?

DANI EL

Everybody that counts, Stephanie.
CAMERANAN

K, we're back in five, four, three,

two...
Camer aman signals to Tracy.

TRACY



|f you're just joining us, |I'm Tracy
Ellington, reporting live from Lenox
Hi |l Hospital and the room of

busi nessman, Dani el Anthony. M.

Ant hony was seriously injured in a
near fatal shooting outside of
Lyburgh’s Jewelry Store in M dt own.
He is speaking with O ficer

St ephani e Deshotel, the rookie
officer that shot him let’s |listen
in.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
.and I'"'mso sorry | shot you, 1'd
give anything to take it back. |
swear, if I could change places with
you | would. | feel terrible for
what | did to you and I hope you can
forgi ve ne.

DANI EL
You were doing your job. You had no
i dea who | was and you didn't know
whet her or not | would' ve shot you
or one of your fellow officers.
forgive you, Stephanie. I"'malive
and the doctors seemto think Il
be able to walk outta here in a few
days. There's one thing I'd like to
put on the record; | wll not be
filing any civil suit against
O ficer Deshotel, the New York City
Pol i ce Departnent, nor the Gty of
New York. | amnot interested in
seeing any crimnal proceeding go
forward agai nst O ficer Deshot el
Any attenpt to get ne to testify
will be met with nmy refusal to
cooperate, no matter what the cost
to me personally. She nmade a m st ake
that alnost cost ne ny life, but I'm
still here and | want her career to
continue, just as ny life wll.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Thank you M. Anthony, thank you.

She hugs him

TRACY
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As they continue talking, we're
going to break away fromthis very
special nonent to return you to your
regul arly schedul ed programm ng.
From t he hospital room of Danie

Ant hony at Lenox Hi Il Hospital in
Manhattan, |'m Tracy Ellington.

CANVERANMAN
Hold.we're cl ear.

DANI EL
St ephani e, you done good. Hopefully
that will keep a few of the nonkeys
of f your back.

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| can't believe you'd do this for
me. If you had any idea what | went
through the first few days, weeks. |
was gonna kill nyself.

DANI EL
No, no, we can't have that ki nda
talk in here.

DR. LEWS
No we can't. You did very well
St ephani e and the heal i ng has begun,
for everyone. M. Anthony, you're a

remar kabl e man. |'ve got
appointnents so I'll see you fol ks.
Be wel | .

DANI EL

CK, doc, good deal. Stephanie, you
gonna hang around for a little
whi | e?

OFFI CER DESHOTEL
| can't, | promsed ny dad |I'd stop
by and see him But thanks M.
Ant hony, thank you so nuch.

DANI EL
You're wel cone. And it's Daniel.
Hey, what do you say we have | unch
after | get better? I'll cone to the
station house personally and pick
you up. No phot ographers or
reporters, just you and ne.
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OFFI CER DESHOTEL
Ms. Ellington, is this how he got
you?

TRACY
|'"mafraid so Stephanie, watch him
Baby, |'m gonna head back to the
studio to finish out this piece for
the evening edition and |I'Il be back
alittle later, OK?

DANI EL
Vll, looks like it's just ne and
the new nurse that | ooks like Alicia
Keys?

TRACY

"1l be back..soon. Behave yourself.
| NT. DANI EL'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - - DAY

Dani el is about to be discharged. He's standing, dressed and
packing the last of his personal itens. Tracy is standing
near the w ndow.

The nurse's have gathered at his room and begi n huggi ng and
kissing him NURSE 2, very attractive, 20 sonething, energes
from behind the group with a wheel chair.

DANI EL
|"mnot riding in that thing.

NURSE 2
But M. Anthony, it's hospital
policy. You know, it's really
confortable.

DANI EL
Then you ride init.

NURSE 2
Ms. Ellington, can you hel p?

ADRI ENNE
He i s kinda stubborn that way.

The nurses | ook nervous as they | ook over at both Adrienne
and Tracy.

Both Adrienne and Tracy are stylishly dressed, al nost
conpetitively.



DANI EL
VWhat are you doi ng here?
TRACY
Dani el ?
ADRI ENNE
No, it's OK Tracy. It's good to see
you too, Danny. | really amvery
happy you're OK. Contrary to what
you believe, | hurt for you still.
DANI EL
Adri enne.
ADRI ENNE
|"mso sorry, Danny, |I'msorry for
ever yt hi ng.
DANI EL

There's nothing you have to be sorry
for.

Adri enne begins to sob, Tracy becones enoti onal
to | eave the room

Dani el

ADRI ENNE
Tracy don't |eave; please, |I'mgonna
confess this the right way. Danny, |
found out what happened to you
because Tracy called ne. She did the

right thing; 1.l just came to say
good-bye, and to wi sh you both well.
You'll be pleased to know that your

chat with Oficer Stephanie caused
the DA.'s Ofice and the departnent
to drop their charges, the press
conference was on just after you.
She's been restored to active duty.

DANI EL
Thanks, Adrienne. Thanks for being
her e.

and begi ns

wal ks over and hugs and ki sses Adrienne softly on her

lips, Tracy notices Adrienne's glistening dianond
anni versary band and | ooks away as they share a private

monment .

ADRI ENNE
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| ' m gonna say sonething and | don't

want a response, | just need you to
listen.l love you. | have | oved you
since we were kids. |I'mdying inside
because this is really it.

DANI EL
Adri enne don’t...

ADRI ENNE
..Danny pl ease. Just know that | |ove
you, OK?

DANI EL
K. | love you too.

ADRI ENNE

| know. Can | see you, Tracy? Al one?

TRACY
Sur e.

Tracy and Adrienne wal k out of Daniel’s roomand into a
wai ting room cl ose by.

I NT. WAI TI NG ROOM - - DAY

TRACY
So | guess this is goodbye for now?

Adri enne reaches in her purse.

ADRI ENNE
These cane in the nmail today.

TRACY
This is?

ADRI ENNE
Your green light, the final divorce
decree. | knew you woul d probably
want to see it right away. He should
be getting his copy shortly. | just
wanted to say good luck to you and
to remind you that I'll always |ove

himno matter what.

TRACY
| can understand that.

ADRI ENNE
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And I'll never forget what you did
to me either

TRACY
Are we goi ng back to that again?

ADRI ENNE
Back to what? W never left it. You
knew he was married and even though
he was separated you nmade yoursel f
avai lable to him You basically gave
hima reason to wal k and | just hope
it doesn’t happen to you.

TRACY
|’msorry you feel that way.

ADRI ENNE
| guess it was only a matter of tinme
anyway.

TRACY

Good luck to you

ADRI ENNE
"1l see you around then.

TRACY
Sur e.

Tracy turns to wal k away. Adrienne is enotional and does not
nove from where she is standing.

ADRI ENNE
Tracy?

TRACY
Yes, Adrienne?

ADRI ENNE
The other part is.if not for you
here, sharing this experience with

me, | mght not have made it through
this. I |learned a val uable | esson.
TRACY
How so?
ADRI ENNE

| was so busy focusing on Adrienne
that | didn't consider how much
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Danny needed nme. My job as his wife
is.was, to put his needs before ny
own.

TRACY
| don't know what to say.

ADRI ENNE
He’ s not perfect but he’'s a good
man, Tracy. Say you'll be a good
wife to him say you appreciate him
tell himthat you' re proud of him

TRACY
| promse | wll.
ADRI ENNE
Bye Tracy.
TRACY

Bye Adri enne.
The two wonen wal k away from each ot her.

ADRI ENNE
Tracy.

TRACY
Yes.

They wal k back to each other and stand very closely
t oget her.

ADRI ENNE
| guess it m ght be possible soneday
for us to even be friends; what do
you t hi nk?

Adrienne leans in to hug Tracy but she resists slightly
hol di ng her back a bit. There is a |l ong unconfortable
silence as Tracy studies Adrienne's eyes.

TRACY
| don't think so.

Tracy and Adrienne smle unconfortably and step away from
each other; they stare at one another for a nonent.

They turn and wal k away from each other down opposite ends
of the hallway with their heads high, never turning to | ook
at the other.



105

FADE OUT



