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FADE | N:
| NT. HOUSE - FOYER - DAY
JARED (30s, wears a police uniform stands at the front door

with his wife BROOKE (20s, attractive, dressed in jeans,
pretty bl ouse but | ooks exhausted). He kisses her good-bye.

JARED
Have a good day, sweetie. [|I'Il mss
you. 1'Il call you before |unch
BROOKE
Al right. If I don't answer the
phone I m ght be napping, so don't
Worry.
JARED
You wi Il answer the phone. Keep it
near you.

Br ooke | ooks down.

JARED ( CONT' D)
Are you feeling all right? Are you
si ck agai n?

BROOKE
I"'mOK. Just a little norning
si ckness.

JARED

Tough it out.
She nods.

Brooke | ocks the door after he | eaves and goes into the
bedr oom

CUT TO
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
She rummages in the closet and pulls out a small suitcase
hi dden behi nd sone cardboard boxes. She puts it on the bed,
opens the latch and tosses in a few cl ot hes.

We hear the SOUND of a car pulling into the driveway. Brooke
peeks out the bedroom wi ndow.

EXT. HOUSE - DAY
It's Jared. He starts up the wal kway, WH STLI NG



| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Brooke qui ckly closes and shoves the suitcase beneath the
bed, but the handle still peeks out fromthe bed ruffle.
She doesn't noti ce.

CUT TO

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY

She | ocks the door, and runs the water for a shower. She
wi nces as she turns the faucet on. There's a fresh bruise
on her right arm

Wiile the water gets hot, she sits on the side of the tub
and hears himcalling bye. She waits.

I NT. HOUSE - MOVENTS LATER
JARED
Hey sweetheart, it's just ne. Can
you believe | forgot ny wallet?

Brooke doesn't answer. Jared HEARS the running water from
t he bat hroom and knows she is taking her norning shower.

CUT TO
EXT. BATHROOM DOOR - DAY
JARED
Hey sweetie, |I'll see you soon. Be
saf e.
BROOKE
See you tonight. Bye.
CUT TO

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Jared goes to the dresser where the his wallet |ays next to
Brooke's GED study book. He puts the wallet in his pocket.

As he wal ks past the mrrored closet doors he stops a nonent,
smling at hinself. He frowns when he notices that his belt
is crooked, ruining his inpeccable |ook. He unbuckles, reloops
and fastens the belt again.

As he starts to | eave the bedroom he notices that the
conforter is crooked and stops to straighten it. His foot
hits sonething hard. 1It's the suitcase handle. He bends
down to pull it out.

CUT TO



| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Br ooke wal ks into the bedroom as she towel dries her hair.

JARED
H , honey.

Startled, she drops the towel.

The clothes fromthe suitcase are strewn across the bed and
floor. He holds up the extra set of car keys and dangl es
t hem

JARED ( CONT' D)
Where were you planning on goi ng?

BROOKE
(Wi spers)
Nowher e.
JARED
Li ar.
He throws the keys against the wall. Brooke flinches.

JARED ( CONT' D)
Why do you cause nme so much grief?

BROOKE
| don't try to cause you grief.
just need sone tine --

JARED
Time away fromnme? Wy?

BROCKE
| want to visit famly.

JARED
You have no famly, renmenber? Wat's
the matter with you?

BROCKE
Not hi ng.

JARED
Oh, really?

He stands up, jerks her by the arm and pushes her in front
of the mrrored cl oset doors.

JARED ( CONT' D)
Look at yourself. You' re on the
verge on |losing your mnd. [It's not
good for the baby.



4.

Brooke stares back at her pale reflection The mrror rem nds
her of the bruise on her neck and and she starts to cry.

BROCKE
| can't stay with you, Jared. It
hurts.

JARED

It hurts to be with ne, huh?

He pushes her so hard that she | oses her bal ance, stunbles,
and hits the side of her face on the end table.

JARED ( CONT' D)
You aren't |eaving ne.

He paces and runs his hands through his hair. Then he stands
still for a nonent.

JARED ( CONT' D)
" mnot going to work today.

BROCKE
But you shouldn't m ss work --
JARED
But nothing. |I'mthe Deputy Chief of
Police. | call the shots.

Brooke flinches as he wal ks past the bed.

JARED ( CONT' D)
Aw, you really know how to break a
guy's heart. Since you can't seem
to stand ne, 1'll sleep on the couch.

Jared takes a pillow off the bed and | eaves for a few nonents.

He returns with a plastic bag of ice cubes and throws it on
t he bed.

JARED ( CONT' D)
Put sone ice on your face.

CUT TO
I NT. LI'VING ROOM - LATER

Br ooke searches for the cell phone and keys near the couch
whil e Jared sl eeps soundly. She doesn't find the keys but
does find the cell phone tucked into the couch cushion. She
carefully takes it.

CUT TO



| NT. BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER
Br ooke dials 911.

911 OPERATOR (O S.)
911. \What's your energency?

BROCKE
| need hel p.

911 OPERATOR (0. S.)

| can hardly hear you ma'am Can

you speak up?

BROCKE

Pl ease send soneone. M husband --

Suddenly the phone is ripped out of her hand by Jared. He

puts the phone to his ear.

JARED
Hel | 0?

911 OPERATOR (O S.)
A car is on its way.

JARED

No need for that, but thanks. This
is Oficer Knight. M wife is upset
with me again. |It's just the usua

m sunder st andi ng.

911 OPERATOR (0. S.)
Oh, hello again, M. Knight. I

m

sorry, but the car has already been

sent.

JARED
That's fine. ['Il handl e the
situation. Thanks, WMarl ene.

911 OPERATOR (0. S.)
O course, sir. (Good-bye.

JARED.
Good- bye.

Jared clicks the button and puts the cel
pocket .

phone in his back

BROOKE
|"msorry, Jared. | was just scared.
Your tenper --

JARED

| know you were scared, sweetie.



BROOKE
" m sorry.

JARED
| know.

He sl aps her hard.
Br ook backs away from him
BROOKE
Stop it! You're supposed to help

peopl e, not hurt them You haven't
taken your neds |lately, have you

Jared?

JARED
| flushed the pills down the toilet.
|"mnot a druggie. |'ma good cop

and good cops catch the druggi es and
their deal ers.

He whi spers in her ear.

JARED ( CONT' D)
Tell me |I'ma good guy.

Br ooke trenbl es and doesn't answer.

JARED ( CONT' D)
Wiy are you so terrified of ne?

BROOKE
"' m not.

JARED
Ch yeah?

He shoves her back onto the bed and takes out the GUN from
his uniform He holds the gun to her head. He's so close
she can snell the mnt fromhis toothpaste.

JARED ( CONT' D)
You' re scar ed.

BROOKE
The gun isn't | oaded.

JARED
Do you know that for sure?

Brooke is silent.

JARED ( CONT' D)
| could stop your heart right now,
if I wanted to. But the thing is, |
think I |ove you Brooke.



Loud KNOCKING i s heard at the front door.

CUT TO
EXT. HOUSE - DAY
Two uni formed policenen stand at the front door

Caruso (20s), but | ooks younger. The ol der policeman, SILVA,
(40s), nutters under his breath

SI LVA
| can't believe we're back here again.

CARUSO
Open the door!

CUT TO
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Jared puts the gun on the bed.

The police continue to knock and Jared yells that everything
is fine.

CUT TO
EXT. HOUSE - DAY

S| LVA
You know the rules. W have to foll ow
procedure. Let's get this overwith
so | can go on break. You and Brooke
both cone to the door

CUT TO
EXT. BATHROOM - DAY
Jared shoves Brooke into the bathroom
JARED
Star taking a bath. And don't get
me in trouble this tinme. Do it.
CUT TO
| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
Jared opens the front door and lets the two policenen inside.
CARUSO

Wiy was a 911 call nmade from your
house?



JARED
Sane reason as usual

SI LVA

Br ooke acting up again?
JARED

You know it!
SI LVA

Wonen.
Silva and Jared | augh.

JARED
So | called in. You guys can go.

CARUSO
Not until you wal k us through the
house and show us that everything's
X

JARED
Brooke's fine. She's taking a bath.

Jared | eads them down the hal | way.

CUT TO
| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

SI LVA
All I"msaying is that you better
not have smacked her around too hard
this time. C non Knight. You know
how to keep your work and private
life separated. So do it.

JARED
| don't need your advice.

As the nmen pass the bedroomon the way to the bathroom
Caruso notices the gun on the bed. He doesn't say anything.
They reach the bat hroom door.

JARED ( CONT' D)
Br ooke, honey.
(knocks on the door)
Can | cone in?

No reply. Silva and Caruso | ook at each ot her.
JARED ( CONT' D)
(1 aughs)
She's giving ne the silent treatnent.

Caruso stands in front of the door and knocks.



The nmen turn around and start back down the hallway.

CARUSO
Ms. Knight, it's Oficer Caruso.
You okay in there?

BROCKE (O S.)
Yes, I'mfine. Sorry you had to
cone out.

CARUSO
It's no problem Take care.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Jared and

Taking out his wallet,

bills and

SI LVA
By the way, you still haven't paid
ne.

JARED

| was hoping you had forgotten.
Four hundred dollars was the bet,
right?

SI LVA
Yeah.

JARED
"1l pay it now. More privacy here
than at the station

Silva | ook at Caruso.

CARUSO
Don't stare at me. ' mno snitch.
But uh, what kind of bet was it?
JARED
We have a running bet on whose wife
is controlled nore. | usually wn.
S| LVA

You want in, Caruso?

CARUSO
No, thanks.

a photo drops to the fl oor.

CUT TO

Jared pulls four one hundred doll ar
hands themto Silva. As he's folding up his wallet,

Caruso is closest to the dropped photo and as picks it up,
he | ooks at it closer.



10.

CARUSO ( CONT' D)
VWhat is this?

He hands Silva the photo.

CARUSO ( CONT' D)
Look at this, Silva.

Silva peers at the photo.

SI LVA
It's roleplay.

CLOSE- UP OF THE PHOTO.

Jared holds a gun, the sanme gun he uses for work, against
Brooke's head. He wears a grin. There's blood on Brooke's
negligee froma deep gash on her cheek. Her hands are tied
in front of her with a scarf. There's also blood on Jared's
hand. Brooke |ooks terrified as she | ooks up at another man
hol ding a canera. It's Silva.

CARUSO
Doesn't |l ook like roleplay to ne...and
you're involved, Silva. OCh ny God.

SI LVA
It's not your business, Caruso.

Silva reaches for his radio but Jared hits himand Caruso
falls to the ground. Jared takes his radio and gun.

JARED
Don't think about telling anyone.
| f you do, we'll ruin your career

not to nention your life.

Silva hel ps up a dazed Caruso.

S| LVA
Caruso's a good cop. He does what
he's told.

CARUSO

Can | get a drink of water, please?

SI LVA
| told you he's a smart kid, Jared.
He's not a rat.

When Jared | eaves to get the water, Caruso hits Silva and
knocks himout. He runs down the hallway and into the
bedr oom

CUT TO



11.
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Caruso gets the gun and bangs on the bat hroom door.
CUT TO
EXT. BATHROOM - DAY
CARUSO
Let's go, Ms. Knight! 1'mgetting
you out of here.

Br ooke opens the door and screans as she | ooks past Caruso.

BROOKE
Behi nd you!

Caruso turns around and ains the gun at Jared.
JARED

Damm, kid, you' ve never shot anyone.
Put the gun down.

He ainms Caruso's gun at him

CARUSO
M. Knight, step aside. Please.
JARED
You're not leaving with ny wife, you
nor on.
CARUSO
| can't |eave her here with you.
Jared noves closer, still aimng the gun at Caruso.
JARED
CGet out of ny house, now. That's an
order.
CARUSO
No!

Jared cocks the trigger on his gun.

Caruso shoots first, and hits Jared in the leg. Jared yelps
in pain and drops the gun. Caruso picks it up and grabs
Brooke by the hand, |eaving Jared on the floor unable to

st and.

As Brooke and Caruso reach the front door, they pass Silva
who is still unconscious on the floor.

CUT TO



12.
EXT. HOUSE - DAY

Caruso hel ps Brooke into the police car and the tires SQUEAL
as he backs out of the driveway.

BROCKE
Thank you.

CARUSO
No problem Ms. Knight.

FADE OUT
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