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FADE I N

EXT. PLANET ARTEM S - DAY
SUPER:  Year 3050
PLANET ARTEM S: Owned by Extrene Sports Wrlds, Inc. (ESW)

Extreme Sports: Wng gliding, kayaking, skiing, snow
boar di ng, X-bi ki ng

Under the glare of a red dwarf star, alnost too close for
confort, a dense jungle grows like a living blanket. It’s
beautiful, lush and deadly. Sound is snothered by a

conti nuous ROAR from a source yet unknown.

Bushes sway, and part. FIVE BLACK- SUl TED FI GURES ener ge
where jungle neets rock. Cdad fromhead to foot, they al
| ook alike except for different accent colors. Tinted face
pl ates obscure facial features. They stop in their tracks.

Even with built-in headsets, they have to yell to be heard
above the noi se.

BRI GHT PI NK ( DI ANE)
This is amazi ng.

BRI GHT BLUE ( PATRI CK)
Ch, ny God.

POV

A nmountain range so i nmense, the base cannot be

seen. Jagged peaks |ike daggers stick up fromthe depths
below. As they watch, several float to the side, shredding
t hunderheads to mist. You' re not in Kansas anynore, Toto.
The roar is revealed to be a massive bright green waterfal

nearly a half mle across and mles down. Sprays of water
droplets saturate the air giving it an enerald gl ow

BACK ON FI GURES

Bright Blue wal ks to the edge and peers over. He picks up a
rock and drops it off the precipice.

DI ANE
Patrick get back. You' re not
properly suited to fly, yet.

Patrick is patient, but come on, he’'s an adult.

( CONTI NUED)
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PATRI CK

Diane, I"'mnot going to fall.
DI ANE

No one intends to fall, now get

back.

Patrick steps to Diane’s side. You can al nost hear the
si gh.

BRI GHT GREEN ( TOMWY)
So, when does the show start?

DI ANE
They shoul d energe at any tine.

PATRI CK
How do the little buggers know how
to do this?

BRI GHT YELLOW ( \REN)
Instinct. They' re born with
it. Renenber, follow close and do
what they do.

BRI GHT RED (JOEL)
O get splattered in the attenpt.

A nervous Tommy grabs his arm and swi ngs hi m around.

TOMW
Not funny, Joel.

Joel pushes hi m awnay.

JOEL
If you can’t handle it, Tommy, then
turn around and | eave.

TOMW
(angry, defensive)
| didn't say | couldn't do it.

D ane stands between them facing Tomy.

DI ANE
No one is saying you can’'t. But if
you don’t think you can do this,
t hen | eave now before you get
sonmeone kil l ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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TOMW
(nore defensive)
" mfine.
V\REN
cQuys, | ook.

At a point on the jungle floor, dense foliage slowmy parts
to reveal a small rodent nose. Large eyes and ears like

pl ates soon follow. It hesitates, uncertain of the humans,
but instinct is too strong. A squirrel-like body creeps out
ending in a | ong paddl e-shaped tail

WREN
It's the fiscue. Don't nove.

DI ANE
Kind of cute, aren’'t they?

No sooner had one energed, then it is joined by two. Then
ten. The ten quickly beconmes a streamof living, mgrating
babi es heading for the cliff.

They hesitate, mlling about and gathering their
courage. Then:

DI ANE
There they go.

They junp. Spreading their |egs they beconme Rocky, the
Flying Squirrel. After the first ones junp, the living dam
breaks to becone a furry waterfall.

DI ANE
This is it. Let’s fly. Renenber,
wat ch your gauges and stay behi nd
the fiscue.

Each figure pulls down zippers that stretch fromwists to
hips. Synthetic ribs energe connecting super-Ilight para
sail material that <create gliding wings. They look |ike
human pterodactyls. Shuffling through the fiscue, they
stand on the brink of eternity.

PATRI CK
Fly safe.

The words are repeated by all.

Di ane spreads her arns and swan dives off the cliff followed
by Patrick and the others.

( CONTI NUED)
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TOMW
Does it bother anyone that we're
staking our lives on a bunch of
rodents?

TRAVELI NG - FOLLOW NG GLI DERS - DAY

Di ane and Patrick fly side-by-side just behind a pack of
fiscue. Tomy is close on Diane’s tail while Yell ow and
Joel stay to the side.

Wt hout warning, the fiscue curve right, diving for a cut
between two shifting nountains that are com ng
together. Three humans foll ow.

They race for a quickly narrowing gap. |It’s going to be
close. The fiscue literally bounce off one nountain and
fling thensel ves back into the air.

DI ANE
Use your wings to brake then kick
off with your feet.

TOMWY
There’s not enough tine. W' Il be
crushed.

DI ANE
Just Do It.

Di ane throws up her wi ngs, feet extended. Patrick
dupl i cates her notions. They hit hard, run a few steps,
then [aunch thensel ves again. Tomry’'s attenpt is clunsier,
but he makes it. The nountains cone together with a CRASH

DI ANE
Joel, Wen, where are you?

JCEL (V.0Q)
On the other side of this

thing. The rats we followed took a
different trail

PATRI CK
W'l see you at the bottom

A few nonents of easy gliding are not allowed to | ast.

A FLASH OF GRAY. The fiscue scatter.
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PATRI CK
VWhat was that?

Ahead, a bird the size of a human flies up with a fiscue in
its razor sharp tal ons.

DI ANE
Quys, there are birds the size of
horses up here. They're hard to
spot. Watch out.

More birds dive past. One clips Diane with a wi ng, sending
her into a spin.

PATRI CK
D ane.

Patrick tucks his wings and dives after her. Tonmy
overshoots and flies ahead.

Diane rolls to the side and extends her left w ng,
stabilizing. Patrick glides to her side.

PATRI CK
Good recovery.

TOMWY
(near panic)
Where are you? 1’ve |ost you

PATRI CK
Follow the fiscue like you' re
supposed to.

TOMWY
| don’t see any. They’ve al
scattered. I don’t know where to
go.

DI ANE

Drop your altitude. W’re just
above the clouds. You re probably
ahead of us.

PATRI CK
Di ane, ook to your left. There's
a pack of fiscue.

Di ane and Patrick roll sideways until they are just behind

t he babies. Through their headsets, they can hear Tommy’s
pani cked breat hi ng.
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DI ANE
Tomy, you need to cal mdown. You
panic, you' |l make m st akes.

TOMWY
| dropped |ike you told nme to, but
| don’t know where | am | don’t

see you, the rats, or
anyone. You ve got to help
me. You have to tell nme where |

am
DI ANE
Joel or Wen, can you get a visua
on Tonmy?
VWREN (V. Q)
Negative. W’'re about a mle from
your position. W' Il be entering
the clouds in approximately three
m nut es.
PATRI CK

Sanme here. Tomry, how far are you
above the cl ouds?

TOMWY
|’ m al ready goi ng around the tops
of them

PATRI CK

D ane, | ook.

Patrick points.

POV

A single black figure with bright green accent stripes
glides in and out of the tops of thunderheads.

ON DI ANE

DI ANE
He’ s heading for that nountain.



POV - W DER ANGLE

A floating mountain lunbers directly into Tomry’s path. It’s
obvi ous he can’'t see it through the cloud tops.

ON DI ANE AND PATRI CK

DI ANE
Tommy, bank left. Now.
TOMW
| can’t see where I'’mgoing. |I’'m
going to hit sonething.
DI ANE
Do what | tell you. Bank left -
NOW
TOMW
.1 can’t see.
DI ANE
Damm it!

Di ane banks right and tucks her wi ngs. She arrows straight
for Tomy.

PATRI CK
D ane, no.

DI ANE
Stay there. 1’1l need eyes to help
me know where to go.

FOLLOW DI ANE

The gap is closing fast. Ahead, Tomrmy is alnpbst in tota
cl oud cover.

DI ANE
Tommy, |’ m com ng up behind
you. Be ready.

Tomy di sappears into a white sea of vapors. D ane marks
the spot and foll ows.



POV

In seconds, Diane is blind. Fromher mask, she sees only a
wal | of white.

DI ANE
kay, Tommy, | should be right on
your tail. See if you can brake a
little.

RESUVE
D ane extends her wings to stop her mad rush.

DI ANE
Patrick, see anything?

PATRI CK (V. Q)
Not hi ng, you’ re both gone. You
need to hurry. That nountain is
getting cl ose.

The clouds are dense. She could fly right by himand never
know it.

DI ANE
(Iow
Where are you, Tomry?

Wt hout warning, a black formenerges right in her
path. She alnost runs into him

DI ANE
| " m here Tonmy. Now bank left.

TOMW
DI ANE
Now, Tommy.
Not hi ng
PATRI CK
He’ s panicked. Leave himand get
out of there. The nountain is
right in front of you.

D ane glides forward until she is just above him

( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANE
Tommy, |’ mjust above you. Keep
your arms extended.

Pushi ng agai nst the flow of air that keeps her flying, D ane
reaches down and grabs Tommy’s arnms. Wapping her | egs
around his, she pushes themboth into a I eft banking
maneuver. They barely nove. Tommy has frozen up.

DI ANE
Tomy, relax and nove with nme or
we’' re bot h dead.

PATRI CK (V. Q)
D ane, leave him You're going to
hit.

Di ane feels the slightest relaxation of Tommy’s
nmuscl es. Dropping her left shoulder, she pulls themto the
side. Their glide path shifts, then turns left.

The nmountain energes out of the fog. Too close. They fly
al ong the face nere inches fromthe razor-sharp rocks.

Di ane continues their curve until they head away fromthe
novi ng nount ai n.

DI ANE
Patrick, we made it. \here are
you?

PATRI CK

" m bel ow the clouds and just to
the left of that rock you al nost
spl att er ed.

DI ANE
Then, you're just below us. W’re
headed your way.

(To Tonmy)
Tomry, I'’mletting you go. Follow
me down.
Still no response from her conpani on.

Di ane rel eases him tucks her w ngs and shoots forward. A
few feet away, she pulls back into glide position. They
break out of the clouds.

The shadowed | and | ays deep and rugged. Far below, a tiny
ri bbon of green shows the river. Ahead, sheer, sharp cliffs
tower over the | andscape, breaking up into thousands of
maze-|ike valleys. Just below, a black figure with bright

bl ue stripes glides peacefully.
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DI ANE
| see you, Patrick. |’mjust above
you.

PATRI CK

VWhi ch direction do we take?

DI ANE
Only the fiscue know t he way
t hrough this naze. Even from an
aerial view, the overhanging cliffs
and brush obscure the valleys
making it inpossible to tell which
is the correct route.

PATRI CK
Well, we’'re in luck. | see a pack
j ust bel ow us.

DI ANE
Let’s fly.

EXT. MEADOW - DAY

Di ane, Patrick, and Tommy back-flap to gently land on the
ground. Diane turns to | ook behind her. She takes off her
helmet. Rich dark brown hair flows out to lay just bel ow
her shoul ders.

Behind her is a forest alive with the teem ng bodi es and
shrieks of thousands of fiscue. Further, towering over
trees and neadow, the nountains stand, silent and majestic.

She turns back and for the first tinme we neet D ANE PALMER
(22), strong, successful, an extrene sports fanatic, and
nmore alive than nost people. And right now, she’s blazing
mad.

Besi de her, PATRI CK WEBB (25) reveals hinself. Rich to the
point that work is a four-letter word, he's happy to foll ow
Di ane in her exploits. He tucks his hel met under one arm
following Diane to the third person.

TOVMMY SORENBERG (22) pulls off his helmet. He barely has
time to breathe before Diane is in his face.

DI ANE

What were you doi ng back
there? You al nost got us killed.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

TOMWY
It wasn’t ny fault. You
di sappear ed.

DI ANE
You weren’t supposed to be
followng nme. You said you could

do this.

TOMW
And | woul d have, but where did you
go?

PATRI CK

She was hit by one of the

birds. You should have been able
to keep going no matter what
happened. Wy didn't you?

He swal |l ows, hesitates.

TOMW
| froze.

DI ANE
"Il say you did. And now you're
out .

TOMW
What ?

DI ANE
O U T. - Qut. Pack your gear and
get | ost.

TOMW

This isn't fair.

DI ANE
Fair is nme knocking your teeth out
for alnost getting nme killed. Now,
go before | decide to do it anyway.

Tomy spins and wal ks away in hum|liated defeat.
When he’ s di sappeared over a hill, Diane folds up and hits

the ground, head in hands. Her helnet rolls away,
forgotten. Patrick joins her, holding her close.



12.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY

Extrenme Sports Wrld, Inc. has all the luxury a person could
want at a price nost cannot afford. Included in the
package, each room has a huge picture wi ndow overl ooking the
worl d they have chosen for their recreation.

Di ane wal ks out of her bedroom Franed by the nmjestic
beauty of forests and nountains, she’s changed into a
confortabl e bl ouse and sl acks.

At a desk, a round device creates a hal o-projection at the
touch of her finger. A pretty FEMALE sm|es at her

FEMALE
Good norning, Ms. Palnmer. Who
woul d you |ike to contact?

DI ANE
CGet ne Marsha. She should be at ny
office on Altrium

FEMALE
Yes, Ms. Palner. Right away.

The i mage shivers and is replaced by another. MARSHA (30’s)
is Diane’s anchor while she is away. Smart, organized, and
efficient, she’'s every exec’s dream co-worker. Diane knows
how | ucky she is.

MARSHA
Hey, fly girl. How was the trip?

DI ANE
Except for the fact | al nost becane
a permanent addition to a noving
nount ai n, not bad.

MARSHA
What happened?

DI ANE
The new guy, Tommy, pani cked and
froze up. | was able to grab him

and get us both out of there before
we crashed.

MARSHA
And yet, you persist.
DI ANE
The danger is the fun. |If there

wasn’t danger, what’s the point?

( CONTI NUED)
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MARSHA
Perhaps living to at least thirty?
DI ANE
Safe is boring. | mght as well be
dead.
MARSHA

Just remenber to | eave the conpany
to me in your wll.

DI ANE
Al ready done.

MARSHA
So, are you ready to relay your
article?

D ane gives her a cat-in-the-creamgrin.

DI ANE
Cath is going to have a seizure.
MARSHA
Grl, I would trenble being your
eneny. |’'Ill start

recordi ng. Proceed.

DI ANE
Hey, everyone. Diane from Extrene
Sports Network. In this broadcast,
"1l be giving ny feedback on the
newest extreme sports world -
Artem s..

I NT. EARTH - OFFI CE OF EXTREME SPORTS WORLDS

A conference room backed by a huge glass wall.
teem ng city, huge skyscrapers, nonorail, flyi

vehi cl es.

Peeki ng through in the distance is

Li berty sitting in a dry harbor.

13.

I NC. - DAY

ng
th

Qutside is a

e Statue

CATHERI NE PALMER (45), President of ESW, control freak,

royal cap
screen.

ital "B", follows the broadcast on a reflective

of

and

Behi nd her, several BOARD MEMBERS and EXECUTI VES,
wat ch intently.
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WATCHERS POV

DI ANE
In sunmary, | woul d say, the
adventure was stinmulating, but for
overal | experience, | would rate it
bel ow hi gh grade, especially when
the cost is factored in. This is
t oo bad since
there’s such unfulfilled potential.

In a few weeks, I'lI1 be visiting
Dagon; a planet ninety five percent
water. This one has been
advertised to offer every water

sport available. [I'Il let you
know. Diane Palnmer. Good bye and
fly safe.

BACK TO THE OFFI CE

The nmood i s sonber and angry. Everyone focuses on any

di straction while they collect their thoughts. The silence
is broken by the CEQ SCOIT PARKER (60’s) raised in the
conpany. Voice low, alnost to hinself.

SCOrT
Makes you wi sh she had hit that
bl ast ed nount ai n.

Cat heri ne stiffens. Scott notices and defends hinsel f.

SCOrT
Damm it, Cath, Every tine she does
one of these broadcasts, our
revenues hit the floor. There is
not hing wong with the service or
professionalismon Artems. M
guess is, she’'s doing it out of
spite.

CATHERI NE
O course, she is. She' s always
been this way. The question we
need to ask is: how do we stop it.

Board Menber FRANCO MARCUVI O j unps i n.

FRANCO
|”ve been to Artem s a dozen
tinmes. |’ve always been treated
i ke royalty.

( CONTI NUED)
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He’ s answered by TRI SHA | NGRAM

TRI SHA
That’'s because you are. Everyone
knows you’re a board nenber. Any
of us woul d get special treatnent.

CATHERI NE
Which is why I’ m sending in people
who are unknown to the staff and

can report honestly. |If there is
sub- st andard servi ce being given,
want to know. | will not allow
D ane to have the final say. |If

she expects us to deny it and be
def ensive, then we do just the

opposi te.
SCOrT
VWhich will nake her | ook petty and
whi ny.
CATHERI NE
Exactly. In the neantine, |’'m

going to Triton, Dagon’s noon base
and personally ensure everything is
ready for her visit.

SCOrT
"1l have Steven do a nedia blitz
denonstrating Artenus’ |uxury and
efficiency to see if we can do sone
damage control

CATHERI NE
Sounds good.

As the flood of humanity exits the door, Scott stays seated.

SCOTT
Cat heri ne, have a seat. W need
to tal k.

Scott is the only person in the gal axy that can nmake
Cat herine nervous. She slowy sits. Scott enjoys the
power .

SCOrT
Do you know the history of ESW?

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHERI NE
(curious, surprised)
A bit. | know your famly started
it.
SCOTT

In a small shack in Hawaii selling
surfboards. Shaggy grew it from
nothing into a full-fledged sports
equi pnment business. His son had
the brilliant idea of creating
extreme sports packages.

CATHERI NE
Then expanded to the main land in
California and Florida.

SCOrT
Correct. By the tine corporations
becane | arge enough to take control
of econom es and countries, Extrene
Sports, Inc. was an enpire. Wen
[1ght drive was discovered opening
up new territory on other planets,
nmy great grandfather saw the
potential and put billions into
finding hospitable worlds for
habitati on and pl aygrounds. That’s
how Extrene Sports Wbrlds, Inc. was
bor n.

He pauses for effect, but Catherine is waiting for the punch
line. He sighs.

SCOTT (CONT.)
The reason I'mtelling you this is
because 1’'I|l be retiring soon.

Cat heri ne perks up.

SCOTT (CONT.)
| don’t have an heir to pass the
conpany to, so |I’ve been | ooking
around to see who | could trust to
keep this ship cruising in the
right direction, and | think that
person i s you.

Cat herine |1 ooks like a |ioness who has just seen her prey.

SCOTT (CONT.)
You have vision to not only see
what needs to be done, but what can

( MORE)
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SCOTT (CONT.) (cont’d)
be done and, the ruthl essness
needed to acconplish it.

He sees her |l ook of triunph. Tinme to rein her in.

SCOTT ( CONT.)
However, |’ve talked to severa
board nmenbers and not everyone is
confortable with this decision.

Her eyes narrow. Scott shudders at the thought of being her
enemny.

SCOTT ( CONT.)
They’'re afraid of the baggage you
woul d bring with you. Minly, your
daughter. D ane already has a
vendetta against you and it’s
punchi ng hol es in our
profits. What will she do when you
becone head of the conpany?

CATHERI NE
(col d)
[’ll do whatever needs to be done.

SCOrT

| knew you would. Prove to nme I’'m
maki ng the right choice.

(Si gh)
l"mtired, Cath. | want to enjoy
the rest of ny life, but | need to
know t his conpany is in good hands
before | do.

Her smle is anything but warm

CATHERI NE
You can trust ne.

Scott sobers.

SCOrT
One other thing. There’s another
corporation | ooking at Dagon for
it’s mneral and food
potential. If not handl ed
properly, this could turn into
anot her border war.

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHERI NE
ESW ownes the rights to Dagon

SCOrT
Possession is ninety percent of
ownership. A hostile takeover is
not out of the question. | don’t
want to have to use our profits to
rai se an arny and defend what’s
ours.

CATHERI NE
Yes, sir.
| NT. CATHERINE' S OFFI CE - SAME
The roomis like Catherine - rigid, strict, no frills. The
only famly photos are all of her other daughter,
Tristan. Diane is glaringly absent.

TRI STAN PALMER (17) enters. Intelligent but |acks the
strength to break free of her nother’s hold.

Checki ng notes, Catherine m sses seeing her.

TRI STAN
Hey, Mom

Cat herine’s head jerks up.

CATHERI NE
What are you doi ng here?

TRI STAN
| need to talk to you about
sonet hi ng.

CATHERI NE
It’Il have to wait. | have to nake
several H P. calls.

TRI STAN
It will only take a few m nutes.

A smal | suffering sigh escapes.

CATHERI NE
kay, what is it?

Smal | hesitation while she gathers her courage.

( CONTI NUED)
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Tri stan vi

Def i ance i

19.

TRI STAN
The Interstellar College of Biology
i s sending out an exploration ship
inafewnonths tine. For three
years. ..

CATHERI NE
Absol utely not. You' re not going
out to explore the galaxy for that
much tinme. You re way too young.

TRI STAN
|’ ve al ready graduated. The
director said that my schol arship
woul d guarantee ne a
position. This is what | want to
do with ny life.

CATHERI NE
You went behind ny back and tal ked
to the director?

sibly wi nces.

TRI STAN
| just wanted to find out nore
about it.

CATHERI NE
| could have saved you the
call. No.

s not a natural trait, but she finds the strength

for one | ast appeal.

Cat heri ne
j unps.

TRI STAN
Mom please. | wll be eighteen
soon, but the ship | eaves before
then. | need your perm ssion.

slans the flat of her hand on the table. Tristan

CATHERI NE
| said no and that ends it. |
deci de what you are going to do,
and it doesn’t involve traipsing
t hrough the stars scouting for
bugs. Anyway, there are still
border wars goi ng on.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 20.

TRI STAN
But they won't be going any where
near that system

Cat herine gives her a scathing |ook. Tristan’s courage well
grounded under her nother’s heel, she ducks her head, turns,
and | eaves. Catherine watches, satisfied.

EXT. ALTRIUM - PATRI CK' S ESTATE - DAY

SUPER: PLANET ALTRI UM

A planet for the rich and fanous and those who cater to
them Residents have the choice of a |arge country estate
or the fast city life. For sone, a hop on a shuttle craft
gi ves them bot h.

Patrick’s estate would put a royal palace to shane. A large
| ake resides at the base of a perfectly manicured | awn.

Next to the house, a pool party is in progress. GUESTS
mngle, talk and swm SERVANTS wal k about, offering
drinks. Sone things don’t change no matter what the
century.

Patrick | ounges at a table conversing with several
FRIENDS. To his right, Diane retells her close call

DI ANE
Then, after saving his butt, he had
the audacity to say it was ny
faul t.

SUNDOWN THOVPSON (22), a woman so full of herself there's
room for no one el se, cracks up

SUNDOWN
| hope you sent hi m packi ng.

DI ANE
Faster than a conet. He started
whi ni ng about it not being fair
until | threatened to renpbve a few
t eet h.

Her conpani on, CECILIAN OTTO (30) junps in.

CECI L
Bravo. Extrene sporting is not for
the cowardly nor
thefaint-of-heart. It not only

( MORE)
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CECIL (cont’d)
gets you killed, but those around
you as wel .

DI ANE
Exactly. | will not have soneone
on ny teamthat | can't
trust. \Which neans there’ s an
openi ng. How about it Cecil? Want
to try out?

He shakes hi s head.

CECI L
No, no. | |ove watching, but
conpeting is just too dam
dangerous. 1’|l continue to stay

saf e and cheer you on.

SUNDOWN
(To Patrick, flirty)
s it true that you plan on
stream ng your next adventure |ive?

PATRI CK
W' re still discussing...

Diane junps in like a jealous |lap dog.

DI ANE
| haven’t decided yet. On Dagon,
we'll be in the mddle of an ocean
wi th one hundred and fifty foot
swells. |'mnot sure how nuch we

can stream out.
Sundown pouts and throws Patrick a little smle.

DI ANE ( CONT.)
| have to go in and give Marsha a
call. 1'Il be right back.

Once Diane has left, Cecil snubs Sundown’s next nobve before
she can make it.

CECI L
Sunny, would you m nd going inside
and getting nme a drink? You know
just how | like them

Anot her pout. Another smle thrown at Patrick.

( CONTI NUED)
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SUNDOMN
O course, dear

The nmen watch her retreating figure.

CECI L
Sorry about that. She has no
| oyalty except to herself.

PATRI CK
| totally understand.

CECI L
And how about yours? Soneone |ike
Diane can’t be easy to be wth.

PATRI CK
(chuckl es)

You have no i dea.

CECI L
I f you don’t mind ny asking. Wy
do you bother? | can understand
the thrill of the sports, but
there’s nore to a relationship than

t hat .

Patrick contenplates the glass in his hand for a nonent.
answers, slow, thoughtful.

PATRI CK
Because every once in a while, she
changes and | see a totally

different person. | see sonmeone
vul ner abl e; someone who needs
me. And, | think, I've fallen in

| ove with that person.

CECI L
But what if you never saw that
person agai n.

PATRI CK
| will forever live in hope.
Cecil smles.
CECI L

Br avo.
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EXT. EARTH - NEW YORK Al RPORT - DAY

In the di stance, a dot approaches and takes on the
appearance of a TRANSPORT SHUTTLE. It flies by the Statue
of Liberty to the airport. Slowing, it brakes and | ands
with a QU ET SI GH

Diane is the first to enbark. She walks to a small er

vehicle waiting at the side, boards, and in nonents they are
air born.

EXT. W NDOVER RESTAURANT - ROOF - DAY

Is it a roof or a garden? It’s hard to tell. Landscaped to
perfection, an area of marble tiles surrounded by an open
lawn awaits the taxi shuttle. In this beautifully manicured
worl d Diane wal ks a marble path to an awaiting el evator.

| NT. W NDOVER RESTAURANT - DAY
She steps out and is inmmediately greeted by the MAI TRE D
MAI TRE D.
Good afternoon, Ms. Palnmer. Your
table is this way.

They crui se the channel s between tabl es and people to a

| arge pane of glass. Inside is a jungle of bushes expl oding
with exotic flowers. Colorful butterflies flutter aimessly
anong the bloons. |Imediately in front, Tristan Pal ner
occupies a table. She doesn’t snile.
DI ANE
Hey, sis. You were able to slip
awnay.
TRI STAN
Momi's working as usual. She won't

even notice |’ m gone.
Di ane notes the frown and i medi ately goes on alert.

DI ANE( CONT. )
What ' s up?

TRI STAN
Need you ask?

DI ANE
Mom
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Tristan turns her head. Diane sits across fromher. A
WAl TRESS puts down two gl asses of water.

DI ANE
"1l have ny usual

TRI STAN
[’1l have the sane.

DI ANE
(To Tristan)
VWhat has she said no to now?

There's a catch in Tristan's voi ce.

TRI STAN
The Interstellar College of Biology
is launching an exploration ship in
a few nonths.

DI ANE
How | ong will they be gone?

TRI STAN
Three years.

DI ANE
No wonder Mom said no. She’d never
| et you off the leash for that
long. She’'d be afraid you d never
pu it back on.

TRI STAN
But it’s what 1’ve always wanted to
do. | love |earning about

different life forns. This
opportunity is ny dream

DI ANE
You couldn’t just defy her and go?

TRI STAN
No. | won't be eighteen until
after the ship leaves. | have to
have her perm ssion.

DI ANE
Maybe | could forge a letter

Tristan visibly blanches.
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TRI STAN
Oh, God, no. | couldn’t handle the
explosion. |I'mnot |ike you,
Diane. 1’mnot that strong.

DI ANE

You' re stronger than you think, and
if you don’'t find that out now,

you' | | always be under her thunb.
TRI STAN

But when |’ meighteen, then I'l| be

an adul t.

D ane | eans forward. |Intense.

DI ANE

You don’t get it. It won't

matter. She will find some way to

keep you with her. She will break
you down until you won’t have a

t hought in your head that isn’t
hers. That’'s what she wants, a
replica of herself.

The thought horrifies Tristan.

TRI STAN
| could never be |ike her.
DI ANE
No, but you' Il still not have your

own life.

To have her worst fears confirnmed is a crushing blow, and
Tristan can’t help the tears.

The waitress returns and puts down two plates of broiled
fish with rice. She gives Tristan a synpathetic gl ance.

WAl TRESS
Wul d i ke Iike anything el se?

DI ANE
W're fine.

D ane eats while Tristan pretends.
TRI STAN
| thought about communicating with
Dad and asking himto wite a
letter.

D ane is already shaki ng her head.
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Tristan al

DI ANE
You know he won't do anyt hing
agai nst Momi s wi shes. The
Spi nel ess Wonder is nore scared of
her than you are.

TRI STAN
| feel so trapped.
DI ANE
| have an idea. |’mon nmy way to

Dagon for a few days. Wy don’'t
you cone with ne.

nmost chokes.

TRI STAN
Are you kidding? She'd kill
me. After your broadcast about
Artem s, she’'s close to hating you.

DI ANE
But you see, the difference between
you and ne is that | don't care.

TRI STAN
That’ s because you don’t have to
live with her anynore.

Di ane | eans forward.

DI ANE
And neither do you.

Tristan stiffens.

DI ANE ( CONT.)
You can stay with ne.

TRI STAN
| don’t think I can do
that. Anyway, Altrium doesn’'t have
any colleges. Wuat about ny
schol ar shi p?

DI ANE
Do you really think Momis going to
Il et you go to college? She s not
going to allow you to be a
bi ol ogi st or any kind of
"ol ogist”. She has your life
al ready mapped out and your plans
are not definitely included.

26.
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Tristan gazes into the glass enclosure, tears
stream ng. Sonething catches her eye.

POV
A chrysalis has opened and a BUTTERFLY EMERGES.

TRI STAN
(softly)
If I go with you, she won't let ne
cone back.
DI ANE

Leave that to ne.

I NT. - ALTRIUM - DI ANE'S OFFI CE - DAY

Pictures of Diane and friends doing extrene sports. A surf
board nounted on the wall. Relegated to the corner, out of
the linelight, are certificates and awards in journalism A
forgotten tine gone by.

Lounging in a large chair, one |leg thrown over the arm
Di ane concentrates on a hand held tablet. A CH M NG
sounds. Reaching out, she touches a spot on her

desk. Patrick’ s i mage APPEARS

PATRI CK
What are you doi ng?

DI ANE
Wat chi ng the pronpbs on Dagon. |
wanted to get a feel on what we’l|
find.

PATRI CK
Wen are we | eaving.

DI ANE
A coupl e of days. Wen and Joe
won’'t be able to make this
one. Momis on her way to her
office on Triton, Dagon’s noon, and
| want to give her plenty of
anxi ety tine.

Patrick just shakes his head.
DI ANE ( CONT.)

By the way, Tristan is comng wth
us.
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Patrick’ s head snaps up

DI ANE
(def ensi ve)

She needs tine away from not her and
to have sone fun

PATRI CK
D ane, don’t do this.
DI ANE
Do what? |1’mjust giving her a

vacati on.
Patrick’s inage stares at her, accusing and pl eadi ng.

D ane responds in anger.

DI ANE
Look, I’ m not doi ng anythi ng except
have time with ny sister. |If you
don’t want to cone, just say the

wor d.

Patrick, as always, backs down.

PATRI CK
You know I won’t do that.
DI ANE
Fine. Then I'll see you in a

coupl e of days.

D ane hits her desk and the inage evaporates. She flings
the tablet into a chair across from her.

I NT. EARTH - TRI STAN' S ROOM - DAY

Ani mal pictures, an aquarium a chinchilla cage al
surrounded by light [avender and white.

She finishes packing a bag and takes a I ong | ook

around. WII she ever come back? Takes the chinchilla from
its enclosure. A hug and a kiss. Replaces it. Shoulders
her bag and | eaves.
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EXT. PLANET DAGON
SUPER: DAGON

Extrenme Sports: Surfing, sailing, wave runners, hurricane
wave pod riding

A huge indigo sphere. Bands of cloud Iines ribbon it’'s
sl eek surface. At the equator, two opposing jet streans
collide creating a perpetual hurricane the size of Texas.

The ghostly formof Tristan reflecting off glass enters and
stands to the side. Stepping back, we are now

| NT. SHUTTLE CRAFT

Tristan stands before a viewi ng wi ndow wat chi ng the pl anet
approach. |Is she nore scared or excited? This bright blue
pl anet represents a step away from everything secure and
famliar and into a future of freedom But at what price?

D ane steps to her side.

DI ANE
Ready to have fun?

TRI STAN
| m not sure.

DI ANE
Sis, it’s going to be okay. [I'Il
take care of you.

D ane gives her a little hip bunp.

DI ANE
Did you know Dagon is virtually
unexpl or ed?

TRI STAN
How do they keep the people safe in
the water?

DI ANE
Sound repell ents, advanced sonar
equi pnment and ot her
things. They' |l give us the tour
when we get there. They have an
aqua zoo with live specinens you
can see.
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TRI STAN
That, | can get into.

Di ane gives her a buddy hug.

DI ANE
Enjoy it. College wll come soon
enough.

TRI STAN

You did talk with Mom right?
|f she hesitated, Tristan didn’t notice.

DI ANE
Yea. It’s all good.

INT. TRITON - ESW MOON BASE - CATHERI NE' S OFFI CE - DAY
A KNOCK at the DOOR interrupts Catherine at her desk.

CATHERI NE
Yes?

Her assistant, DAN STEELE (40’ s) anbitious and desperate
enough to nove up to the next |level that he’'s able to put up
with Catherine, pops his head in.

DAN
You wanted to know when your
daughter arrived.

CATHERI NE
Thank you.

She continues to work w thout | ooking up.

I NT. ESW | SLAND COWAND CENTER - DAY

Li ke a high-tech war room the command center boast numnerous
work stations with the latest in conputer and graphic

equi pnent. A huge screen showi ng ESW | sl and surround by a
grid pattern dom nates the wall.

CARLTON WESTON (50’ s), Supervisor of Dagon Operations,
conpetent to the point of being arrogant, holds a genera
neeting with his staff. He stands on a platform just
outside of his office that allows hima view of the room
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CARLTON
I n about an hour we're going to
receive a VIP guest. Anyone who
has heard her broadcasts knows t hat
D ane Pal mer carries a |lot of clout
with the public. She has yet to
find anything positive to say about
an ESW world. Well, we’'re going
to change that.

HUGH HI CKS (45) mnuscular with short cropped hair nore salt
t han pepper, his mlitary bearing in his head rather than on
his resume pipes up.

HUGH
And why should we give a
jellyfish's fart what she thinks.

Carlton sighs. Wnnabe aside, he puts up with him because
he’s good at his job.

CARLTON
Because every world she has
criticized had a major drop in
revenue, and that’s your salary
we’'re tal ki ng about.

Hugh snorts in contenpt.

CARLTON (CONT.)
Your job, Hugh, is to make sure she
has the best and safest ride
possi ble, and I know you’'re
pr of essi onal enough to put your own
opi nions aside to see that that
happens.

ANDRE SERENTO, (50) Dagon’s Head of Security, ex-mlitary
and everything Hugh wi shes he was and isn't smrks. Hugh
noti ces.

HUGH
And what will the squids be doing
while I’ m babysitting?

CARLTON
What they always do, only at a
hei ght ened st ate.

Carlton scans every face.
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CARLTON (CONT.)
You are all here because you' re the
best at what you do. Stay focused,
stay professional. Andre, may |
see you a mnute?

Per sonnel
evacuate to their jobs. Andre steps forward.

CARLTON
There’s sonething you need to
know. [It’s not comon know edge,

but the nane D ane Palner is as in
Cat heri ne Pal ner.

Andre stiffens.

ANDRE
Daught er ?
CARLTON
Yea. |In fact, | found out that

bot h her daughters, Di ane and
Tristan, will be on this trip.

ANDRE
That does change a few things.

CARLTON
Keep it to yourself.

Andre nods and | eaves.

| NT. CORRI DOR OUTSI DE COMVAND CENTER - SAME

Hugh steps out of the neeting to find several of Andre’s
MUSCLE MEN waiting for him They block his way. Two slide
behind him Hugh sneers in contenpt.

MAN ONE
When you say "squid" we expect to
hear nore respect.

HUGH
The only respect you'll get fromne
Wil be with ny fist in your dam

f ace.

The man smles, it’s not a friendly gesture.
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MAN ONE
Big words froma babysitter

HUGH
At |least |I'’mdoing sonething. You
guys just stand around, eat, fart,
and pretend you' re bad. The
problemw th squids is they have no
spi nes.

Faster than Hugh can react, the man waps his arm around his
throat and slans himon his back. Too easy. He's on his
knee, inches from Hugh s face.

MAN ONE
You want to tal k about
spi nel ess? At |east we wal ked the
talk. W’ ve been there and fought
t he border wars.

He stands up, the others gather around him

MAN ONE
Your problemis, you want all the
glory wi thout the guts.

They wal k away | eavi ng Hugh to pick hinsel f up.

I NT. TRITON - ESW MOON BASE - SHUTTLE BAY

Di ane strides quickly past working crewnen and parked
shuttles followed by Patrick. Tristan has to hustle to keep

up.
TRI STAN
Where are we goi ng?

DI ANE
The ground shuttle

TRI STAN
W’ re not staying here?

DI ANE
| was able to get special executive
suites on Dagon.

PATRI CK

They’ re maki ng sure you get the
royal treatnment for this trip
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DI ANE
They' d better. | hear their
revenues take a nose dive after
every broadcast.

TRI STAN
Wiy do you al ways give a bad
review? Can’t you find anything
good to say?

Di ane and Patrick share a gl ance.

DI ANE
| keep themon their toes. There's
al ways room for inprovenent.
just help them see where it
is. There's the shuttle.

CAPTAI N BILLY GLADSTONE (60’ s) stands by the plane waiting
for them He extends his hand at their approach.

CAP. GLADSTONE
Wel conme. |'m Captain
@ adstone. You nust be Diane. And
who is this pretty young | ady?

Tristan starts to answer, but D ane cuts her off.

DI ANE
My sister. And this is Patrick
Webb.

CAP. GLADSTONE
l"mquite famliar with the Wbb
famly. | flew for themwhen | was
just starting out.

PATRI CK
|’mglad to neet you.

CAP. GLADSTONE
Shall we board? She’'s fuel ed and
ready to go.

The SHUTTLE LIFTS with a QU ET H SS and travel s through the
at nospheric shield into space.
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| NT. DAGON - EXECUTI VE SU TE - DAY

Pristine but sinple, created for executive confort as well

as sports pronotion. One wall is a ghostly video of a
surfer comng down a wave. Opposite, a large picture w ndow
gives a stunning view of the island and sea to the west.

Di ane steps out in a bathrobe, head bound in a
towel. Tristan nopes on a sofa, twirling a strand hair with
a finger. Beside her is a barely touched breakfast.

TRI STAN
| want to call NMom

Di ane stops in her tracks.

DI ANE
Why ?

TRI STAN
| just want to nmake sure everything
is all right.

Di ane continues to a receptacle in the wall.

DI ANE
Cof f ee, cream
(To Tristan)
| already told you it’s taken care
of .

A cup of coffee materializes. Diane picks it up and takes a
si p.

TRI STAN
| know, | just want to...Was she
mad?

DI ANE

Catherine is Catherine. That's al
she knows how to be.

Tristan pulls herself into a ball. Afraid to face her
nother. Afraid she’'s doing the wong thing. Her eyes plead
with Diane to be honest.

DI ANE ( CONT.)
Sis, trust ne. |’ve been dealing
with her a |lot |onger than you
have. You just have a good tine,
"1l deal with Catherine.

Heads back to her room
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DI ANE ( CONT.)
As soon as |’ mdressed, we'll neet
Patrick and then visit the rmuseum
and aquari um

TRI STAN
D ane, when did you stop calling
her Monf?

She stops, sighs, renenbers.

DI ANE
The day she threw ne to the wol ves.

| NT. MJUSEUM ENTRANCE

Framed by two habitat aquariuns, one on either side, where
[ um nescent jelly-fish flutter about, their natural glow
mani fested by hidden lighting. They' re beautiful,
entranci ng and deadly.

Bet ween the tanks, a darkness like the sea’s depths awaits
visitors. Geen ribbons of light swirl through the room
like the reflection of the sun underwater. VISITORS wal k
about | ooking |Iike subnerged ner-peopl e.

As Di ane, Tristan, and Patrick pass the first station, a
hal o i mage of Dagon cones to life followed by a soft female
Voi ce.

NARRATOR
Dagon, fourth planet of the solar
system Ninety-five percent water,
it is nostly unexplored. Al life
fornms on Dagon are aquatic.

TRI STAN
To have no life on land is highly
unusual .

The halo rotates and focuses on a | arge storm system

NARRATOR
The nost fanous feature of Dagon is
the i mense storm system at the
equator. Fueled by two powerf ul
jet streans, it covers
approxi mately three hundred
t housand square mi |l es.

It is this storm and its resulting
waves that allows extrene sports

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 37.

NARRATOR (cont’ d)
ent husi asts an experience they can
find no where el se.

The hal o ends and is replaced by projections on every wall
of the different sports offered. D ane is attracted to the
i mge of a clear sphere with a rider inside.

DI ANE
Hey guys, | ook at this.

The sphere floats to the crest of a wave, then is flung over
the edge. Wiite foamfollows its rapid decent into a
trough. A second later, a crashing wave hides it fromview
only to have it pop up again taking the next wave up.

TRI STAN
Wiy isn’'t the rider thrown around?

PATRI CK
They’ re harnessed into a chair
that’'s centered by gyros. No
matter what, the rider will stay
upright.

Diane is nmesnerized. Wth all the awe of an extrene sports
fanati c:

DI ANE
There’s nothing else like it in
exi stence.

Rel uctantly, she allows her friends to pull her to the next
section | abel ed: SECURI TY AND PROTECTI ON. Anot her i nmage of
Dagon flashes into being, this tinme with a grid pattern
superi nposed on its surface.

NARRATOR
Extrene Sports Wirld boasts the
nost extensive custoner protection
systemin the gal axy.

The image rotates a full circle.

NARRATOR
This i mage shows the position of
every early detection buoy on the
pl anet. These buoys not only
provide the latest in sonar and
vi sual feedback, but can emt a
sub-frequency sound proven to deter
all life forms nmaking Water Worl d
Extrene one of the safest extrene
sports | ocations avail abl e.
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Presentation over, the inmages flash out reverting the room
to its strange underwater senbl ance.

PATRI CK
It makes you wonder what life forns
need to be deterred.

TRI STAN
It does sound |ike they re hiding
sonet hi ng.

DI ANE
But they have been doing this for
years W thout an incident. If

somet hi ng was down there, it would
have shown up by now - right?

| NT. AQUARI UM RCOM

Tristan gazes into a tank | abeled "Pupfish”. Inside, a
small fish with large, endearing eyes and ear-1|i ke nodul es
gazes back at her. She touches the glass with her finger
and is delighted to see the pupfish touch the sane spot on
the other side. She noves her finger - the pupfish
follows. They soon have a game in play.

TRI STAN
Hey guys, look at this.
REVERSE ANGLE
Perusi ng another tank with Patrick, D ane turns, but a
novenent catches her eye. She |ooks to the entrance.
WHAT SHE SEES

Dan Steel e has wal ked i n.

RESUME

Di ane gl ances at Tristan and realizes the angle does not
allow himto see her - yet. She hurries to cut him

off. Patrick follows nore slowy. D ane passes Dan and
| eads hi m out the door.

DI ANE
M. Steele, it’'s been a while.

Dan is turning circles trying to figure out what just
happened.
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DAN
(speaki ng carefully)
ESW just wanted to ensure that
your visit has been to your I|iKking.

ON TRI STAN

The pupfish has retreated and Tristan neanders to the next
t ank.

ON DI ANE

DI ANE
So far it’s been a very positive
experience. Your presentation was
i nformative.

PATRI CK
However, it does beg the question:
in the vastness of an ocean, how
much can you ever know of its sea
life and fully protect against it.

DAN
A good question. W’ ve had the
best ocean biologists in the
busi ness working round the clock to
catal og as nuch life as possible
and study its behavior. And so
far, everything we’ve found has
responded to the sound system In
the tine we’ve been in business,
not a single person has had a cl ose
encounter with any sea creature.

DI ANE

| npressive. |’mlooking forward to
nmy pod ride tonorrow.

ON TRI STAN

She has worked her way to a separate room The door is
mar ked: Predators She wal ks in.
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ON DI ANE

Dan has clearly been dism ssed, but he's still trying to
figure out if Diane is hiding sonething. He gives up, nods,
and | eaves.

PATRI CK
You play a dangerous gane.
DI ANE
" mnot playing any gane. |’'m

protecting ny sister.

Patri ck shakes and ducks hi s head.

ON TRI STAN
She gazes up in awe. \Wlatever has caught her attention is
huge and frightening. 1In the other room D ane calls:

DI ANE (V. Q)

Tristan, time to go.
Rel uctant, she | eaves.

The CAMERA | ets her go, focusing instead on what she was

| ooking at: A representative figure of a gigantic apex
predator. A sea nonster, at |east a hundred feet long, with
a head |i ke a dragon, nouth open, rows of deadly teeth. The
neck flows down into two large flippers then continues into
a scaly, eel-like body. The sign below it reads: ZYPHYR

| NT. MJUSEUM ENTRANCE

Sil houetted by the hall lights, three shadowed figures head
for the entrance.

TRI STAN
You’' ve got to see this.

DI ANE
Later. W have to get to
orientation.

I NT. POD STORAGE FACI LI TY

Just off the hanger bay where the pods can easily be | oaded
onto the transport planes, the roomis narrow but

deep. Well-lit and sterile. Tracks on the floors hold the
round spheres and allow the crew to easily maneuver
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them At the end of the room stands an area dedicated to
their maintenance and repair. C ose to the door, one pod is
on permanent display for training purposes. Diane, Patrick,
and Tristan study it.

The DOOR SI GHS open and Hugh glides in wearing a one-piece
gray ESW wuniform

HUGH
Shall we get started?
The question is rhetorical. Hugh keeps talking.
HUGH ( CONT. )

These pods are constructed of a new
material that is virtually

i ndestructible. Once strapped into
the command chairs, you will be
able to ride anything the ocean can
throw at you in total safety. The
chair is equipped with a gyro
systemthat keeps it in an upright
position fully independent of the
sphere.

PATRI CK
How does it stay centered?

Hugh shoots hima | ook that says he doesn’'t |ike being
i nterrupted.

HUGH
The sane technol ogy that keeps our
planes in the air only on a snaller
scal e.

Hugh crawls into the pod to denonstrate the next phase.

HUGH ( CONT. )
Each pod is equipped with a hom ng
beacon and magnetic strips. These
strips are what allows the planes
to bring the pods out of the water
and load them They will also |et
you stay connected to the other
pods. By increasing or decreasing
the frequency, you can determ ne
how cl ose you want to stay to the
pod next to you.

DI ANE

(To Tristan)
We can stay next to each other.
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Tristan nods, clearly relieved.

HUGH
As you can see, there are four
storage ribs. They hold the
controls for the internal and
external |ights and comruni cati ons,
conpartnments for water, bodily
wast e, energency nedical kits, and
we’' ve even thrown in sonme power
bar s.

TRI STAN
Bodi | y wast e?

Hugh grins. It’s not pretty.
HUGH

| suggest you don't eat a large
nmeal before going out. Once

i nside, you will be seal ed
in. However, in case of an
energency, this lever will open the

hatch. W’ ve placed it where it is
hard to get to so it’s not
accidentally triggered.

PATRI CK
How does the oxygen system work?

HUGH
Where the ribs neet is a water
convergence system It extracts
wat er fromthe ocean and transforns
it into oxygen. At the other
juncture, the stale air is
rel eased. Any questions?

TRI STAN
You're sure it's safe?

Hugh gi ves her a gl eeful, alnost sadistic grin.

HUGH
As safe as riding in a child s
hover toy. GCkay, |I’'ll see you

t onorrow norni ng at nine.

He mar ches out.
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Di ane gets in and sits in the command chair. It hovers in
perfect placenent. Two arns with upright handl es extend on
each side. She rests her arns and grabs them Her eyes
shine with an alnost manic intensity. Tristan watches,
concer ned.

TRI STAN
Si s?

D ane snaps back. Smles.

DI ANE
This is going to be the best yet.

I NT. POD STORAGE FACI LITY - DAY

In the silence that cones with early norning work, crews
RCOLL out the PODS onto connecting rails. Fromthere, they
are carefully ROLLED into the waiting shuttle plane and
secured. The only voice is Hugh’s mlitaristic ordering of
every detail.

To one side, their three clients watch. In deep sea blue
wat ertight junpsuits, they could pass for the seal-like
creatures that inhabit Dagon.

Patrick gl ances back at Tristan. Standing next to the wall,
arns across her mddle, head down, she | ooks anything but
the happy rider. He throws a glance at Di ane and cocks his
head at her. Di ane shakes her head - she’s fine. Patrick’'s
eyes flare with anger. He wal ks over to Tristan.

PATRI CK
You don’t look Iike you re having
fun.

Not used to being asked about her feelings, she’s not sure
what to say.

PATRI CK
Just tell me what’'s wong.
Hesi t at es. Is he real? 1|s he sincere?
TRI STAN
| " m scar ed.
PATRI CK
You don’t have to go if you don’t
want to.

She throws a glance at Diane. Patrick follows it. He
smles at her and wal ks away to D ane.

( CONTI NUED)
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PATRI CK
(1 ow

Tristan doesn’t want to go.

DI ANE
She’ |l be all right.

PATRI CK
| don’t think so. She’'s
scared. Let her know she can stay
and give her the opportunity to

deci de.

DI ANE
Once she gets out there, she’l
have fun, you' Il see.

PATRI CK

(Frustrated)
That’'s not the point.

D ane knows exactly what he neans, but she’s not giving in.

DI ANE
She’ s scared of Catherine. If she
gives in now, she'|ll never get out

fromunder her thunb.

PATRI CK
As opposed to yours?

Pause. He sees the anger buil ding.

PATRI CK ( CONT. )
" mjust saying, give her the
chance to make her own deci si on.

DI ANE
If I do, she’ll run right back into
her hellhole. After this trip,
when she sees she can stand up to

that woman, you’'ll see a whol e new
per son.

PATRI CK
Soneone |ike you.

DI ANE
If that’s what it takes to free
her. If you don't like it, you can

| eave.

Pause. Anger, hurt. H's answer is like an arrow of truth.

( CONTI NUED)
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PATRI CK
No, I'll stay for Tristan’s sake
because you scare nme, Diane. Every
day, |’ m seeing you becone nore and

nmore |ike your nother.

Patrick wal ks away | eaving D ane to process the nost
frightening and crushing words she’'s ever heard. It takes
but a nonment for pride to throwit off and resolve to
return.

Hugh’ s head pops out of the plane.

HUGH
Tinme to go.

I NT. SHUTTLE PLANE - DAY

For being so large, it is surprisingly quiet and
stable. The only indication they are flying is a little
t ur bul ence every now and t hen.

D ane wat ches the sea skim past. Just ahead, the cloud Iine
for the hurricane approaches. Ducking under it, the sun is
dimred like a light switch. But the sudden darkness reveals
sonmet hi ng el se. Diane peers cl oser.

POV

The horizon glows like a bright city just over the next
hill.

DI ANE
VWhat is that?

Tri stan stands besi de her.

TRI STAN
It’s the lum nescent jelly
fish. Like the ones at the
aquarium They swarm by the
mllions and can cover up to ten
m | es.

Di ane smles at her sister, inpressed.
TRI STAN ( CONT.

It was part of the nuseum
presentati on.

( CONTI NUED)
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HUGH
kay, everyone, get to your pods.

They do. Through the open hatches, Hugh is giving | ast
m nutes instructions.

HUGH
Renmenber, when you land in the
wat er, your magnetic setting wll
automatically keep a fifty foot
di stance between you and the ot her

pods. You' |l need to adjust that
if you want to go out on your
own. You'll be on the outskirts of

the storm but the waves are stil
approxi mately two hundred feet
high. Are there any last mnute
guesti ons?

TRI STAN
How about Zyphyrs?

HUGH
Where did you hear that?

TRI STAN
There was a |i keness of one at the
aquari um

DI ANE
What’ s a Zyphyr?

HUGH
It’s like a whale. They stay on
t he other side of the
pl anet. There's never been one
sited anywhere near here. That's
it? GOkay guys, seal themin.

Tensions rise while the crew CLOSE and SEAL each

POD. Expectancy is becomng reality. Hugh slides the side
door open. The first pod is rolled to the edge. A MAGNETIC
ARM EXTENDS outward fromthe roof of the plane.

In the first pod, D ane views what it will be Iike to ride a
hurri cane.
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POV

Raw. Primal. Couds roll and withe; the death throws of
the nonster stormin the distance. But it has stil

captured the sun, allow ng the barest of light to

exist. Thus illum nated, the tunultuous SEA CRASHES agai nst
itself. Peaks and swirling foam highlighted while valleys
remai n a hidden nystery.

DI ANE
Oh, ny Cod.

HUGH
Here we go. Good sailing.

Diane is ROLLED to the door. Breath deep and rapid. Fear
fights excitement. Over the edge, the pod begins it’s slow
descent. By the tine the |ast one is away, D ane has

t ouched water.

EXT. OPEN WATER - DAY

Dropped on the descending side of a rising crest, the pods
surf to the bottom A roller coaster ride in a washing
machine. In the shared intercom D ane can hear Tristan’'s
scream

PATRI CK (V. O.)
Tristan, are you okay?

TRI STAN (V. O.)

No. | don’t like this.
PATRI CK (V. Q)
Just hang on. You'll be all right.
Di ane reaches up and turns the intercomand all lights
off. It’s just her and the ocean. A distance away, she can

see the gl ow ng spheres of her friends. Her finger hovers
over the magnetic controls, then |owers.

A shadow bl ots out the sky nanoseconds before the pod is
SLAMMED underwat er by a powerful fist of water. Streans of
bubbl es. Thrown back agai nst her seat, the pod jets to the
surface. She whoops with excitenent. Like a baby being

bi rt hed, she energes fromthe depths to di scover she’s on a
form ng wave riding to the next crest. Behind her, two
spheres of light follow
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| NT. ESW | SLAND OFFI CE - DAY

Carlton works at his desk. He keeps one eye on the giant
wal | map where colored dots indicate the placenent of al
clients in the water, while the other studies a tablet. 1In
his hand, he spins a small toy to alleviate stress.

A LONHUM interrupts him He pushes a button and SEREN TY
PARKS (20’s), a newby admi nistrator in the buoy tracking
station, cones up.

CARLTON
Yes?

SERENI TY
Sir, the buoy’'s are picking up a
| arge object entering the one
hundred m | e demarcation zone of
t he i sl and.

CARLTON

How fast is it going?
SERENI TY

You’'re not going to believe this.
CARLTON

Cut the dramatics and just tell ne.
SERENI TY

Ei ghty five knots, sir.
CARLTON

You're right, I don’'t believe you.
SERENI TY

It’s being tracked by several
buoys. There’s no doubt.

CARLTON
Can you estimate how big it is?
SERENI TY
Appr oxi mat el y, one hundred and
ifty feet |ong.
CARLTON

My God, how coul d sonet hi ng that
big get this close wthout being
noti ced?
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SERENI TY
It came up froma trench in the
deep ocean.

CARLTON
Turn on the all sound
deterrents. Let’'s see if we can
turn it around.

SERENI TY
Yes, sir.

Serenity blinks off. Carlton hits another button. Hugh's
vi sage materializes.

CARLTON
Hugh, we’ve got sonething big
approaching. | want all crews on

standby alert, but nmake sure you
don’t spook the guests.

HUGH
How bi g?

CARLTON
One fifty feet, eighty five knots.

Low whi st e.

HUGH
That doesn’t give us nuch tinme. W
have three pod riders in open
ocean. |'Il go get them

CARLTON
Not yet. Let’s see if the S. D. S.
works first. Renenber who' s out
there. She'll crucify us if we cut
her ride short for no reason.

Hugh’s lips tighten, but he gives a quick nod.

I NT. ESW | SLAND COMWWAND CENTER - DAY

Serenity works in coordination with DEREK FOALER (20’ s)
expert in all things electrical. Several buttons are
flicked on.

SERENI TY
Turning on power to grids fifty to
Si xty.
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DEREK
Starting up S.D.S.
EXT. OPEN OCEAN - DAY
A buoy floats calmy. Lights cone on. It begins to HUM

I NT. ESW | SLAND COMWAND CENTER - DAY

On the wall map, several sections of buoy markers turn
whi t e.

SERENI TY
Active and ready.

Derek flicks a few buttons.

DEREK

S.D. S. powered up and ready.
SERENI TY

Let's do it.

Derek hits a button.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - DAY

The buoy’s HUM builds into a LARGE WHINE until it is so

hi gh, the frequency becones i naudi bl e.

UNDERWATER - SAME

A tuna-si ze fish spasns. Gadually, the contortions slow,
stop, until it is dead. A huge creature flashes by. A
qui ck snap and the fish is gone.

| NT. ESW | SLAND COMVAND CENTER - DAY

On the wall grid, a large blip has appeared, traveling at an

amazi ng speed. It barrels through the buoys as though they
are not there.
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| NT. ESW | SLAND OFFI CE - DAY
Serenity’s formpops up on Carlton’s desk.

SERENI TY
Sir, it’s not stopping. It’s
sSW nmi ng right past the buoys.

CARLTON
Keep track of it. Let ne know
where it goes.

SERENI TY
Yes, sir.

She wi nks out.

The finger toy whirls faster than the eye can
watch. Carlton reaches over and hits a button.

Andre’s form pops up.

ANDRE
Yes, sir?

CARLTON
Andre, we have sonething big con ng
in fast and the buoys aren’'t

stopping it.
ANDRE
How big is it?
CARLTON
Possibly a hundred and fifty feet.
ANDRE
Www. 1'Il take a couple of jets and
cut it off.
CARLTON

| need you to stop it, no matter
what it takes.

ANDRE
Under st ood.
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EXT. OPEN OCEAN - DAY

Two jets race at top speed, their shadows skinmm ng the
surface of the water.

I NT. JET - SAME

Behind the pilots, Andre studies a grid projection of
section sixty. |It’s inpossible to mss the large blip
barreling past the buoys.

ANDRE
Jani ce, slow down and increase our
altitude. We should be pretty
close to it.

CAPTAI N JANI CE HALL (30's) pulls back on the controls. She
instructs the second pl ane.

JANI CE
Beta, pull back and clinb to one
t housand.

A anci ng back, Andre checks the WEAPONS TEAM r eady and
waiting. He smles. There's enough firepower in these
pl anes to blow up half the island.

JANI CE
Sir, just ahead.

Andre noves forward to | ook between the pilots.

POV.

A long formundulates in the water, its wake hiding its true
si ze.

RESUME
ANDRE
Bri ng us down and hover just above
it. | want to see what this is.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - SAME

Bot h pl anes drop down to hover fifty feet over the
nonster. The creature stops. A scaly, reptilian head
breaks the surface.
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I NT. JET - SAME

ANDRE
My god, it’s a Zyphyr.

JANI CE
They’ re not supposed to be on this
side of the planet.

ANDRE
He mi ssed the neno. Captain,
want two sonic torpedoes detonated
right in front of it.

JANI CE
Aye, aye, sir.
EXT. OPEN OCEAN - SAME
The pl anes maneuver into position. In tandem identical
M SSI LES SPEAR the ocean just in front of the Zyphyr. The
pl anes bolt for higher altitude.

Seconds later, TWDO EXPLOCSIONS rip the water sendi ng out
power f ul SHOCK WAVES.

The Zyphyr THRASHES violently. Tries to subnmerge, but it’'s
too late. A nonent later, it floats back to the surface.
I NT. JET - SAME
ANDRE

That was al nost too easy. Have

Beta put a shot in its head to nmake

sure its dead. I'Il call Carlton
EXT. OPEN OCEAN - SAME
Beta jet floats gracefully dowwards, rotating to place the
si de door just over the body. Framed by the door, a SN PER
st ands ready.

CLOSE ON ZYPHYR

The eye opens, focuses.
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RESUVE

The sni per places the weapon to his shoulder. Ains through
t he scope.

THROUGH SCOPE

Not hing is there.

RESUVE

He | owers the weapon and | ooks. The sea is enpty. He | ooks
over his shoul der.

The OCEAN EXPLODES. The man turns back to see the sea
nonster rising up. He begins to scream but never nakes

it. The ZYPHYR GRABS the bottom of the plane and SHAKES

it. He TOSSES it like a toy towards Al pha jet.

I NT. JET - SAME

On the video with Carlton, Andre is giving himthe good news
when all hell breaks | oose. A VIOLENT | MPACT SLAMS everyone
agai nst the wall.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - SAME

The collision causes Beta to BURST into FLAMES. Fused by

wr eckage, it slowy FALLS to the sea, DRAGA NG ALPHA with
it.

In the distance, the Zyphyr continues its course.

I NT. ESW | SLAND COMVAND CENTER - DAY

A halo blinks on Carlton’s desk.

SERENI TY

Sir, Beta jet is no |longer on grid.
CARLTON

What about Al pha?
SERENI TY

Still transmtting, but it’s on the

ocean surface. And, sir, the
creature i s back on course.

( CONTI NUED)
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CARLTON
Send out a rescue shuttle. Those
pl anes are too light to
sink. There could be survivors.

The inmage blinks off. Carlton hits a button.
Hugh's face appears.

CARLTON
It’s still coming. Get everyone
out of the water.

Hugh nods and Carlton di sconnects the call. Another button
and Cat herine’ s form appears.

I NT. CATHERI NE' S OFFI CE - SAME

At her desk. Dan sits across fromher. She’s not happy
about the interruption.

CATHERI NE
VWhat is it? |1’ m busy.

CARLTON
W have a large creature
approachi ng the i sl and.

CATHERI NE
(I'nterrupts)
And you know what to do.

CARLTON
And | have. It’s taken out two
jets and is still com ng.

Thi s catches Catherine' s attention.

CATHERI NE
VWhat is it?
CARLTON
Before | | ost connection, Andre

said it was a Zyphyr. At |east one
hundred and fifty feet, traveling
at over eighty knots.

Cat heri ne SNAPS her FINGERS at Dan and points to the wal

projector. |In seconds, an image simlar to the one in the
control roomcones to life. She studies it.
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CATHERI NE

You’ ve begun evacuations?
CARLTON

Yes.
CATHERI NE

Let’s hope we get to them before
this thing does.

Carlton fades out. Catherine watches the screen with m xed
f ear and unbel i ef.

DAN
Your daughter. ..

Cat heri ne waves hi m of f.

CATHERI NE
Di ane can take care of herself.

DAN
Di ane is your daughter?

CATHERI NE
O course. \Who el se would you be
tal ki ng about ?

A beat

DAN
| was tal king about Tri stan.

Shock.

CATHERI NE
(Al'nost a whi sper)
What about Tristan?

DAN
She’s out there in a pod.
t hought you knew.

CATHERI NE
(practically grow s)
Wy woul d | know?
Was that the sound of his career crashing?
DAN
| told you when she arrived. You
didn’t even | ook up.

Ready to expl ode.
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CATHERI NE
| thought you were tal king about
Di ane.

He’s right there with her.

DAN
| didn’t know she was your
daughter. | was tal king about
Tristan.

CATHERI NE
My God, she took Tristan with
her. 1’1l kill her. Get nme a
shuttle - NOW

Dan races out.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - DAY

ROGER HELMAN (25), an extrene w ndsurfer has his hands
full. The waves are perfection, breeze just the way he
likes it. Now, if he can only dodge the guys in the boat a
little longer. He ducks between two waves and rides the
trough away fromthem

A crest is formng he can’t resist. Heading for it, the
board skins the water. Up, up, he uses the thrust of the
crest to start a perfect back flip.

A novenent catches his eye. Literally upside down, the
monment um of hi s maneuver carries himover an enornous
creature swnmmng at the surface. Only instinct allows him
to land without falling. Watching it swi maway, he heads
for the boat.

| NT. ESW | SLAND COMWAND CENTER - DAY

Carlton studies the grid like a living version of the old
ganme of Battleship. Catherine barrels in. As usual, she
t akes over.

CATHERI NE
Where’s that stinking fish?

Carlton runs to intercept.
CARLTON
You can see on the grid. |It’s
al nost to the pods.

Catherine turns white.
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CATHERI NE
How | ong until they get them out of
t her e?
CARLTON
The blue dot is the transport
pl ane. However. ..
CATHERI NE
What ?
CARLTON
It takes tine to load pods in a
qui et ocean. It’Il take longer in

the rough seas they're in.

CATHERI NE
So the creature could get there
before they' re safe.

CARLTON
(softly)
Yes.

Catherine begins to trenble. She balls her fists and
stiffens her back.

CATHERI NE
| want to communicate with the
pods.

Carlton SNAPS his FINCGERS at a CONSOLE TECHNI Cl AN. Buttons
are pushed. Over a |oud speaker, MILTIPLE VO CES cl anor
together. Over everything, Tristan screans.

CATHERI NE
Tristan, are you okay?

Si |l ent pause.

TRI STAN (V. Q)
Mom is that you? Wat are you
doi ng here?

CATHERI NE
| need to talk to D ane.

TRI STAN (V. Q)
She turned off her communi cati on.

CATHERI NE

s there any way you can get her
attention? Can you see her?
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PATRI CK (V. Q)
Ms. Palnmer, this is Patrick. She’'s
al so turned off her lights. W
don’t know if she’s deactivated her
magnetic strip or not.

CATHERI NE
It’s inperative | talk to her. You
are all in great danger.

PATRI CK (V. Q)
Let me try sonmething. |’ mflashing
my lights on and off.

TRI STAN (V. Q)
Mom what are you talkin
about? What danger?

g

CATHERI NE
There’s a Zyphyr headi ng strai ght
for you. The transport plane
shoul d be there in a few
m nutes. You need to be ready.

PATRI CK (V. Q)
It’s not working. |In these waves,
she may not be able to see ne.

CATHERI NE
Patrick, please nmake sure Tristan
gets on that plane.

PATRI CK (V. Q)
"1l do what | can, but she's
between ne and Diane. |If Tristan
turns off her magnetic link, we
coul d | ose Di ane.

CATHERI NE
| don’t give a..

DI ANE (V.Q)
Thank you, MOTHER It’s nice to
know how nuch you care.

CATHERI NE
Di ane, what the hell did you think
you were doi ng?

DI ANE (V. Q)
You nean actually giving ny sister
an enj oyabl e vacation away from
you?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Pause

TRI STAN (V. Q)
D ane, you said you had her
perm ssi on.

CATHERI NE
She lied, like she’s always lies to
get what she wants.

DIANE (V.Q)
You woul d never have allowed her to
cone.

CATHERI NE
Don't make it sound like you' re
doing this for her. W both know
that everything you do is
cal cul ated to get back at ne.

TRI STAN (V. Q)
D ane?

DI ANE (V. Q)
Tristan. ..

TRI STAN (V. Q)
You’' ve been using ne? | trusted
you.

D ANE (V. Q)
" m sorry.

CATHERI NE
D ane, you’'re selfishness has put
your sister’s life in danger.
w Il never forgive you for this.

| NSI DE POD - SAME

DI ANE
| don’t expect you to.

60.

The fun is over. What was once a thrill ride is now a race

agai nst approaching death. Lights off, every wave,

and splash of water is studied with increased anxiety.

HUGH (V. Q)
kay, tourists, we're right above
you. Hope you enjoyed your ride,
because you’' re headed hone.

froth,
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A passing ridge sends D ane skidding down into the
trough. Wthin the wall, a formglides by, accessing,
wondering. | T BUWS the strange object.

D ane feels the bunp. Her heart rate and breathing

i ncrease. Searching. Where is it? There, just to the side,
a head slides up fromthe water. Drakonish and deadly. It
wat ches her just as she’s watching it.

A wave pounds her under. She twi sts and turns, desperate
to find it. The bubbles clear and she sees it. Com ng
straight at her, nouth open. She’'s nesnerized by the

t eet h.

The attack is quick but short. The sphere is too big. The
ZYPHYR SCREAMS in frustration; a high-pitched whal e-1ike
sound.

DI ANE
It’s here. [It’s attacking.

CATHERI NE (V. Q)
Get Tristan out of there. | can't
| ose her.

Di ane hears what she never believed to be true - her nother
actually | oves her sister.

DI ANE
Tristan, turn off your lights and
"1l di sengage ny nmagnetic strip
until you' re safe.

TRI STAN
But, you'll float away.

DI ANE
These things have a hom ng beacon,
remenber? They' Il find
me. Patrick, take care of her.

PATRI CK
You know | will.

Fifty feet away, Tristan’s sphere goes dark. Just beyond,
Patrick rises to neet the plane. Diane turns on the outside
lights. The glow illum nates the turbulent sea and a
nonster comng right for her. A PONERFUL BLOW sends her

Spi nni ng.

The pods slows. The attacks stopped. She breathes hard to
cal mnerves. In the distance, Tristan rises to neet the

pl ane. She watches, at |east Tristan is safe. She turns
her strip back on.
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I NT. SHUTTLE PLANE - DAY

The side door open, nmen work in the BLASTING WND to bring
up the second pod. Behind them Patrick waits for Tristan.

CARLTON (V. 0)
Hugh, get that plane out of there -
NOW

HUGH
We al nbost have her

CARLTON (V. Q)
The Zyphyr went deep and is coning
up fast. Right under you.

Hugh is no hero.

HUGH
You heard him guys. Drop the pod
and let’s get out of here.

CATHERI NE (V. Q.)
Don’t you dare |leave Tristan. You
drop her and 1’|l destroy all of
you.

CREWAN
We can do this. She’s right here.

Hesi t ati on.

HUGH
kay. but when | say go, get us
the hell out of here - fast.

The top of the pod rises to neet the door.

CARLTON (V. O.)
You don’t have tine. Get out of
t here.

HUGH
Grab it, boys.

Usi ng handl es designed for the pods, the nmen grab it and
pul | .

HUGH
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I NT. POD - DAY

Diane can’t help watching. The plane banks to the right
just as the SEA beside her EXPLODES. Foot by foot, the
Zyphyr clinmbs upwards past the pod, reaching for the plane.

I NT. SHUTTLE PLANE - DAY

HUGH
Here it cones.

Several nmen hold Tristan’s pod while the rest hold on for
dear life. Through the open side door, the Zyphyr’'s head
energes beside the plane. It turns it’s head to follow the
retreating jet. Teeth flash, then it falls back into the
wat er .

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - SAME

The Zyphyr hovers over Diane’s pod, before CRASH NG down on
top of it.

| NSI DE POD - SAME

Even in the suspended chair, Diane is SLAMVED down. She
Screans.

| NT. ESW | SLAND COWAND CENTER - DAY
Carlton watches the plane blip receding fromthe area.

CARLTON
D ane, what’ s happeni ng?

DI ANE (V. Q)
It cane down on top of ne. | hope
t hese pods are indestructible.

CARLTON
Diane, this is Carlton, Head of
Operations. Those pods are
designed to take several tons of
pressure. You should be all right.

DI ANE (V.Q)
Good to know, but has anyone
wei ghed this thing lately?

Carl ton chuckl es.
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CARLTON
W'l |l make sure to do that next
chance we get.

CATHERI NE
|’ mgoing to nmeet Tristan.

She | eaves.

D ANE (V. Q)
Can you get me out of here?

CARLTON
Here’s our problem This thing has
al ready taken down two jets and
al nost got the transport. Anything
we send out will be a target.

DI ANE (V. Q)
So, what does that nean for ne?

CARLTON
It means, we’'ll have to create a
diversion. Wiat’s it doing now?

DI ANE (V. O.)
It’s cruising about, batting ne
around |i ke a toy.

CARLTON
Ckay, help wll be there
soon. Until then, we’'ll keep this

channel open.

DI ANE (V. Q)
Make it qui ck.

| NT. POD - DAY

Hands shaki ng, Di ane reaches up and opens a storage bin,
pulls out a bottle of water, uncaps it and drinks

deeply. Just outside, the Zyphyr rests and studies

her. She puts the bottle back. Looking eye to eye - she
realizes:

DI ANE
It’s intelligent.

CARLTON (V. O.)
What ?

( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANE
| said, it’s intelligent. | can
see it inits eyes. It’s

thinking. 1It’s been toying with
me, trying to find a
weakness...Here it cones.

In a burst of speed, the Zyphyr grabs the pod between its
head and both fins, then dives.

DI ANE
It’s taking ne under.

CARLTON (V. Q)
Di ane, you should be fine, those
pods are pressurized. Once it lets
go, you'll cone right back to the
surf ace.

DI ANE
Li ke a giant air bubble.

CARLTON (V. 0)
(Low with static)
Exactly.

The connection termnates. Totally al one, Diane holds onto
the two hand supports, knuckles white. WII it hold? WII
it burst? Except for the outside |lights shining on the
Zyphyr, there's totally blackness.

A drop of water hits her head. She | ooks up. Another drop
falls fromthe air filtration unit onto her face. True fear
ri ses.

DI ANE
It’s | eaki ng!

No answer - static.

DI ANE ( CONT.)
Pl ease, soneone. | need hel p.

More water drips down, faster. Diane sobs. An ELECTRIC
SIZZLE. The lights flash. The Zyphyr turns its head, one
arnored eye assess her.

DI ANE ( CONT.)
Think.  Thi nk.

Shaki ng hands turn off the lights and the magnetic
strips. The Zyphyr |lets go.

( CONTI NUED)
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She shoots up like a blast out of a cannon. A force so
intense, the pod flies several feet out of the water before
SPLASHI NG back down. Inside, she’'s tossed |like a rag doll

A ray of sun breaks through the disbanding clouds. She's at

the edge of the hurricane. It brings no joy. She has no
control, little hope, and a lot of fear. The tears can’t
hel p but fall.

| NT. ESW | SLAND OFFI CE - DAY

Carlton holds a war council. Andre, his armin a sling,
sits across fromhimas well as SALBIDE DI XON, (35) Marine
Biologist. Carlton’'s toy is flying faster than the eye can
foll ow

CARLTON
It knows how to bring down pl anes
and no boat would be fast enough to
outrun it. W need ideas.

ANDRE
And what the hell is it doing here?

SALBI DE
If it cane up fromthe deep ocean
then it could be mgrating or
follow ng a food source.

ANDRE
In that case there would be nore of
them And how did it get past the
S.D.S. so easily? Not to nention
we hit it with two sonic torpedoes
and they only stunned it.

SALBI DE
It obviously has a built in
resi stance to high
pressure. Possibly the arnor
around its head.

CARLTON
Di ane seens to think it’'s
intelligent.

SALBI DE

That’ s possible, but unlikely. W
know very little about them

( CONTI NUED)
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Pause,

t hi

67.

ANDRE

So, it could be |earning.
SALBI DE

Yes.
CARLTON

Wiy woul d it shoot right past
swmers in the water and go
straight for the pods?

nki ng.
SALBI DE
The pods have several features a
sw mmer doesn’t: lights,
comuni cati ons, magnetic strips.
CARLTON
We can probably rule out the
lights. W had well-lit boats on
the water and it swamright past
t hem
ANDRE

The sane with conmuni cations. That
just |l eaves the magnetic strips.

SALBI DE
Whi ch woul d actual |l y make sense
because a lot of |ife forns are
drawn to magnetic fields. It’s how
sonme birds mgrate.

CARLTON
Then the first thing we do is have
Di ane turn of f her magnetic
strips. Can we use another pod to
divert the creature?

ANDRE
W can have an enpty one dropped a
di stance away. |If it goes for it,
that will give us tine to pick her

up.

CARLTON
How about a fast boat? 1In - pick
her up - out.

ANDRE
Once the decoy is down, I’'ll have a
shar pshoot er keep the beast

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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ANDRE (cont’ d)

busy. [I’'ll be on the boat. W'l
extract her before it knows what
happened.

SALBI DE
| wish we could capture it for
st udy.

CARLTON
Not happeni ng.

ANDRE
If I can, I'Il bring you the
carcass. It killed sonme good nen.

I NT. POD - DAY

The waves have decreased, but this only allows the Zyphyr an
easier tine to play. Using its nose to throw her into the
air, its fins and TAIL to SLAP her into the water.

Carlton’s voice is a wel cone intrusion.

CARLTON (V. Q)
D ane, how are you doi ng?

DI ANE
Ready for this ride to be over.

CARLTON (V. Q)
| can inmagine. 1’ve net with a
mari ne bi ol ogi st and we’ ve got sone
theories. What | want you to do is
turn off your magnetic strips.

DI ANE
Al ready done. That’'s when it |et
me go and | cane back to the
surface.

CARLTON (V. Q)
Then you’ ve proven the thing is
drawn to the magnetic pull of the
pods. What’s it doi ng now?

What it’s doing is junping on the pod and pushing it under

water, then turning over and letting it blast back to the
surface.

( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANE
Playing with me like a kitten with
a favorite ball

SALBIDE (V.Q.)
Diane, this is Dr. Sal bide D xon,
Marine Biology. Did you say that,
when you turned off the magnetic
strip, the Zyphyr stopped
at t acki ng?

DI ANE
In a way. It was taking ne
underwater. Wen | turned the
strip off, it released ne.

SALBI DE (V. Q)
And now it’'s just playing with you.

DI ANE
Yes.

SALBIDE (V. Q)
It sounds |ike the magnetic field
m ght have actually caused the
hostil e behavi or.

CARLTON (V. Q)
W’'re going to create a
diversion. A plane will drop a pod
wthits fields on to draw the
creature away. Then a boat w |
come in and pick you up

DI ANE
What do you need ne to do?

CARLTON (V. 0)
Just keep that strip off and be
ready.

DI ANE
| hope it’s soon.

CARLTON (V. O.)
The tinme it takes to get them out
t here.

DI ANE
wn’'t be soon enough.
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| NT. ESW HANGER BAY - DAY

Cat herine taps her feet, waiting for the pod transport plane
to arrive. A small dot in the distance grows, taking on the
shape of a plane. It slows as it approaches, then gently

| ands.

Runni ng just as the side door opens, she envel opes Tristan
in her arns. They hug with shared relief. Patrick junps
down besi de them

CATHERI NE
Thank you, Patrick, for watching
over her.

Patrick only nods and wal ks away.

CATHERI NE
(To Tristan)
Come on, let’s go hone.

Tri stan doesn’t nove. Catherine | ooks at her.

TRI STAN
VWhat about Di ane?

Anger fl ashes.

CATHERI NE
Right now, | really don’t care.

TRI STAN
How can you say that? She’s being
attacked by a nonster. She could
be dead al ready, and you don’t
care?

CATHERI NE
Di ane and | went our separate ways
a long tinme ago.

TRI STAN
But she's still your
daughter. WIIl you throw ne away
too if I don’t do exactly what you
want ?

CATHERI NE
You are even begi nning to sound
i ke Di ane.

( CONTI NUED)
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TRI STAN
Wel |, imagine that.

They’'re interrupted by a MAN, rifle in hand running for the
pl ane. Hugh stands at the door.

HUGH
What do you think you re doing?
MAN
Sni per. Andre’s orders.
HUGH
| don’t care, | can do this nyself.
MAN
Look, man, | don’t give a dam what
you want. |'mfollow ng orders.
Cat heri ne takes over.
CATHERI NE

You WII take himw th you.
Hugh gl ares, hackl es up.

HUGH
Yes, M am

TRI STAN
Pl ease, bring her back.

Hugh grins big. He’'s in his elenent.

HUGH
Ch, we will.

He SLIDES the DOOR cl osed.

Cat herine and Tristan run for the building. Behind them

t he PLANE PONERS UP

| NT. ESW | SLAND COMVAND CENTER- DAY

Cat herine and Tristan, clothes changed, enter to find
controll ed chaos. Buoys are being nonitored, radar watched,
comruni cation coordinated with plane and boat.

A full rescue operation is underway with Carlton in the

center, toy whirling. He |ooks at Catherine over his
shoul der.

( CONTI NUED)
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CARLTON
| need you to stay out of the way
ri ght now.

Her feathers ruffle.

CATHERI NE
Last tinme | |ooked, | was stil
President of this conpany.

CARLTON
And I'"mthe one in control of this
operation. You can stay and watch,
or you're welcone to use ny
of fice.

CATHERI NE
When this is over, we’'ll be having
a di scussi on regardi ng your
enpl oynent .

He gives her a | don't believe you just said that at this
monment | ook.

CARLTON
Fine. Now, be a nice President and
| et us get back to saving Diane’'s
life.

She can’t order Carlton, so she orders Tri stan.

CATHERI NE
Cone on, let’s go hone.

TRI STAN
Mom |’ m not | eaving.

CATHERI NE
| didn’t ask you, | told
you. We're |eaving.

She marches for the door. Halfway there, she realizes
Tristan is not behind her. Turns, back stiffened.

Tri stan stands, defiant.

CATHERI NE
Fine, 1'll be in the office.

Tristan | ooks around at everyone wat chi ng

them Enbarrassed, but in awe that her nother backed down,
she nmanages a little smle.

( CONTI NUED)
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Carlton smles back and indicates a chair to the
side. Tristan sits down.

CARLTON
Di ane, how are you doi ng?

DI ANE (V. Q)
I"I'l never see a nouse the sane way

He sniles at her courage.

CARLTON
Help is on the way. | have soneone
here who wants to say hell o.

He i ndicates to Tristan.

TRI STAN
Hey, big sister.

DI ANE (V. Q)
Tristan? Thank God you're alright.

The door opens and Patrick slips in. He s changed cl ot hes.

TRI STAN
Patrick is here, too.

DI ANE (V. Q)
Patrick, you were right, and I
can’t say how sorry | am

Tristan throws him a questioning | ook, but he shakes and
ducks his head. She realizes that he |loves her. His voice
is tight.

PATRI CK
Ri ght now, we just need to get you
back here.

DI ANE (V.Q)
You' || get no argunent from ne on
t hat one.

EXT. MOVI NG - SHUTTLE PLANE - DAY

The pl ane noves rapidly over the open water. It slows,
hovers. The side DOOR SLI DES open.

( CONTI NUED)
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HUGH
We're in position. Dropping pods.

They don’t bother using the magnetic arm The pods are
thrown into the water.

I NT. ESW | SLAND COWAND CENTER- DAY

CARLTON
D ane, the plane has dropped the
pods. Let us know what happens.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - DAY

The Zyphyr is still playing. It hesitates, gazing at the
hori zon, nudges Diane a final tine, then dives.

| NT. ESW | SLAND COMWAND CENTER - DAY
Everyone is waiting, barely breathing.

DI ANE (V.Q)
| think it has left.

Cheers. Carlton hushes them but he can’t help the
excitenment in his voice.

CARLTON
Radar indicates it’s heading
towards the decoy pods. Your boat
should be there in a few
m nutes. Be ready.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - DAY
The pl ane hovers high above the enpty pods. At the side
door, Hugh and the sniper watch. The waves are hi gh and

choppy. Spotting a dark gray head will be a chall enge.

Hugh listens with his ear piece.

HUGH
Carlton says the Zyphyr is only a
mle away. |It’'ll be here any

m nut e.

The sniper nods and lifts his rifle.
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ON WATER

The Zyphyr slowy surfaces. He's drawn to the pods but sees
the plane. Ducks back under the waves and conmes up keeping
t he pod between hinself and the plane. Nudges it, peers
inside. |It’s enpty. He turns his head back the way he
cane. Thinking, calculating. He subnerges.

ON PLANE

HUGH
(To Carlton)
Carl, are you sure he’s here. W
see not hi ng.

CARLTON (V. Q)
He’ s right under you.

HUGH
Is it diving for another junp?

CARLTON (V. Q)

Negative. |It’s staying just under
the surface. Wait. It’'s
leaving. It’s not taking the bait.
HUGH
(softly)

It knows its a trap

CARLTON (V. Q)
Darmm. Diane said it was
intelligent. You have to get to
D ane and give the boat cover or
they won’t have a chance.

HUGH
On our way.

Hugh runs to the cockpit.

HUGH
W have to get back to Diane. A
bonus if you get us there before
t he Zyphyr.

Pl LOT
Yes, sir.

The PLANE banks and BURSTS f orward.



76.

EXT. RESCUE BOAT - DAY

The BOAT ZIPS across the ocean. Thirty feet long, it’s nmade
for speed as nuch as utility. Andre stands next to the
PI LOT, watching the water. He touches his ear piece.

ANDRE
| can’t hear you. Wit a mnute.

He ducks inside the cabin. At a console, he brings up
Carlton’s image.

CARLTON
The decoy didn’t work. It’s
headi ng back towards you.

Andre slans his fist on the table.

ANDRE
How nmuch tine do we have?

CARLTON
Not rmuch, it’s noving fast.

ANDRE
How far are we fromour target?

CARLTON
About five mles. The plane is
headi ng your way to give you cover

ANDRE
Thanks.

He turns it off.

Dashi ng upstairs he tells the pilot.

ANDRE
The Zyphyr turned back. W only
have nonents until it arrives.

The pilot answers by putting on nore speed.

| NT. CARLTON S OFFI CE - SAME

Tristan slips in to find her nother working on a
conmputer. She sits.

TRI STAN
What happened between you and
Di ane?

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHERI NE
It’s none of your business.
TRI STAN
She’s nmy sister. It’s ny business.

Cat heri ne stops and assess her.

CATHERI NE
She al ready has you chal | engi ng ne.

Tristan has to decide how far she wants this to go - and if
it is worth the changes it will make. She tries to choose
her words carefully.

TRI STAN
As long as | can renenber, |’ve
been the doll you two have fought
over. \Woever won ne, won the
prize, and | never understood why.

CATHERI NE
She has al ways used you to get to
ne.

TRI STAN
And you use ne to get back. Can’'t
you understand, | | ove you both,
but | hate the enmty between
you? Diane said you threw her to
t he wol ves.

A smal | | augh.
CATHERI NE
O course she would bring that
up. Ckay.

Cat heri ne cl oses the conputer.

CATHERI NE ( CONT.)
Wen Di ane was si xteen, she deci ded
to defy ne. Against ny w shes, she
went to a party with sone
friends. | knew what was going to
happen, but woul d she
listen? No. The party was busted
and Diane went to jail with her
friends for underage drinking.

TRI STA
| renmenber you had taken ne
shoppi ng for sonething and when we

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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Tristan’s

Cat heri ne

TRI STA (cont’ d)
returned, Di ane was gone. So, had
she been dri nki ng?

CATHERI NE
She said, she’d only had a
sip. Tox records confirned it, but
| told the arresting officer to
keep her with her friends.

TRI STAN
You knew she was i nnocent, yet you
had them keep her in jail?

CATHERI NE
She wasn’t innocent, she had defied
me. | wanted her to see the

consequences of her actions. Wen
she got out, she left with her
friends and never cane back.

TRI STAN
And you’ ve hated her ever since.

CATHERI NE
| don’t hate...

| ook stops her.

CATHERI NE ( CONT. )
| don’t hate her. |’mangry
because she does everything she can
to get revenge. Her |ove of
extrenme sports is a defiance of ny
authority.

TRI STAN
And here | thought she had a death
W sh.
(pause)
You know, watching you two, | think
|"ve finally figured out what’s
wWr ong.

give her a cynical smle

CATHERI NE
And what woul d that be?

TRI STAN
| think you two hate each ot her
because, every tine you see one
another, it’'s like looking into a
mrror.

78.
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Tri stan | eaves.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - ZYPHYR/ RESCUE BOAT/ PLANE - SPLI T SCREEN -
DAY

The three are racing. Wio will be first to reach the
hel pl ess pod?

| NT. POD - DAY

In the distance, a bright |ight breaks past the

swel | s. Exhausted, Diane barely notices. [It’s not until it
grows even brighter that her mnd registers hel p has
arrived. Sobs of relief. She funbles with the straps that
hol d her.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - DAY

The boat pulls up beside her. Andre uses a suction arm
designed for holding the wet spheres and pulls it close. He
rotates the door to face him manipul ates the |atch and
throws it open.

ANDRE
We have to nmove - NOW

Di ane funbles with one | ast buckl e, her hands shaking too
much to get it right.

ANDRE
Cone on, cone on, cone on.

VWHAM

The pod is thrown sideways with the force of a violent

i mpact. Diane screans. Andre watches in horror as she’s
pushed away, the door still open. He has a split second

i mage of a draconi an head watching himbefore it slips back
under. He disappears in the cabin, energing with a |arge
rifle-like weapon.

ANDRE
(To Carlton)
It’s here. Where' s that damm
pl ane?
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PLANE - SAME

Hugh | eans out the side door, rifle in hand. the sniper
beside him Below, he’'s watching the pod drift away from
the boat in the turbulent water. The Zyphyr is no where in
si ght .

HUGH
|’ mright above you, you stupid
squi d.
BOAT - SAME
ANDRE

Hugh, we don’t have tinme for your
petty grievances. Stay
pr of essi onal .

W' |l take a lap around the area to
see if we can draw it
out. Carlton, keep us appraised of
every nove it makes.

He taps the pilot’s shoulder, circles his finger in the air,
then points straight ahead. The pilot GUNS t he BOAT.

PLANE - SAME

Hugh wat ches the boat speed away. A dark shadow trails
under the water.

HUGH
It’s followng the boat. 1’11
| oner down by rope and see if | can
snag her while it’s gone.

I NT. ESW | SLAND COWAND CENTER - DAY

Carlton paces, watching the nonitors and screen. He sees
Cat heri ne standi ng just outside his door, watching. He
nods. Patrick holds Tristan in a conforting arm enbrace.

CARLTON
Ten-four. 1’'ll let you know the
second it starts com ng back
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| NT. OPEN OCEAN - PLANE - SAME

Hands trenbling, Hugh straps on a harness. A CREWWAN st ands
beside him

CREVWAN
You want ne to go?

Hugh snaps back.

HUGH
No, damm it. | can do this.

The plane lowers to hover just above D ane. Through the
open pod door, barely above water level, small waves throw
in their wet tentacles.

The crewman gives one final check. Thunbs up. A glance at
the sniper prepared to cover himwho gives hima small smle
of respect and a nod. Hugh steps out over open water.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - DAY

He drops towards the water. The pilot does his best to stay
with the pod, but it’s hard going with the constant waves.
ZYPHYR

Faster than the boat, it bunps it on the side. Lights from
the plane distract it. Slows, head breaches

surface. Watching. Realizing its prize is in danger, it

di ves and circl es back.

I NT. ESW | SLAND COWAND CENTER - DAY

The room wat ches the large blip turn and head back. No
sound, no words, just nerve-racking intensity. Finally:

SERENI TY
Oh, no.
CARLTON
(In mc)

Andre, Hugh, it’s turned back and
it’s going deep.
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EXT. OPEN OCEAN - PLANE - DAY

Hugh dangl es just above the pod. Diane is up and reaching
for him Just when it seens they' Il touch, a wave throws
them apart.

HUGH
(To Carlton)
| al nbst have her.

| NT. ESW | SLAND COWAND CENTER - DAY
Catherine wal ks forward to stand close to Carlton. Tristan

stands next to her, their arns around each other. Carlton
throws them an apol ogetic | ook.

CARLTON
No tinme. Pull up and get out of
range.
CATHERI NE
(fearful)

No. He has to get her.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - PLANE - DAY

Hugh stretches, hand extended. Just out of reach. He yells
through his mc to the pilot.

HUGH
Drop this thing. She’s right here.

A wave hits the pod, pushing it away.

| NT. ESW | SLAND COMVAND CENTER - DAY
CARLTON
(al nost scream ng)
Leave - NOW
| NT. PLANE - SAME

The pilot pulls back to begin ascendi ng.
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EXT. PLANE - SAME

Hugh screans in frustration, helpless as Diane drifts

away. He sees the ocean just below himswi rl and churn
unnaturally. The Zyphyr has arrived. He has only a nonent
to realize what is about to happen.

HUGH

Dam.
SLOW MOTI ON
The ZYPHYR EXPLODES upwards. Jaws openi ng w de.
The sni per takes one shot, but it’s usel ess
It engul fs Hugh and continues upwards to grab the
plane. Wth the plane in its nouth, it CRASHES si deways
into the ocean

I NT. ESW | SLAND COWAND CENTER - DAY

The blip that used to be the plane, wi nks out. An
astoni shed sil ence.

Cat herine and Tristan | ook ready to coll apse.

CATHERI NE
Ch, ny God. Diane.

TRI STAN
| s she dead?

Carlton calls out:

CARLTON
Hugh. Hugh. Rescue plane cone in.

A smal | voi ce answers.

DI ANE (V.Q)
It’s gone. The plane is gone.

CARLTON
Di ane, are you okay?

DI ANE (V. Q)
| * m okay, but ny door is open and
the pod is taking in water.

Cat herine steps forward to Carlton. Alnost in his face.

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHERI NE
Can she close it?

CARLTON
No. They’' re designed to be seal ed
fromthe outside.

CATHERI NE
Wiy would they nmake it |ike that?

CARLTON
So that clients wouldn’t be tenpted
to open it for any reason other
t han an energency.

CATHERI NE
That i s unacceptabl e.

Carlton snaps back.

CARLTON
|’msure it is, but right now
still have your daughter to rescue

and a boat in the water. Pl ease,
Ms. Pal mer stand back and let me do
t his.

Tristan pulls her nother away giving Carlton the room he
needs. She sees | ooks of astoni shnent fromthe command
crew. Wy?

CARLTON
Andre, did you hear?

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - BOAT - SAME

The boat hovers a di stance away, watching the w eckage and
the pod float at the nmercy of the waves.

ANDRE
Yea, | saw it. | never believed

the guy had it in him \Were s the
damm t hi ng now?

| NT. ESW | SLAND COMWAND CENTER - DAY
Carlton studi es the board.
CARLTON

Just below the plane. It’s
stationary for the nonent.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANDRE (V. Q)
The only way we’'re going to win
thisis to kill it.

CARLTON

Agreed. What do you have in m nd?

ANDRE (V. Q)
W have one nore jet. Send it out
Wi th sonic torpedoes and the energy
cannon. In the nmeantinme, we'll
keep the thing occupi ed and away
from D ane.

CARLTON
You got it. Be careful.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - BOAT - SAME
Andre breathes out a skeptical |augh

ANDRE
Ri ght .
(To boat pilot)
W can’t outrun this thing, but
maybe we can out naneuver it.

He lifts his rifle,

ANDRE ( CONT. )
Gve ne a few passes. Let’'s see if
we can bring it to the surface.

The pilot nods and guns the boat.

| NT. POD - SAME

Water continues to streamin wth every wave. Diane stands
knee deep. Eventually, it’s going to fill up and sink. The
pl ane wreckage floats about fifty feet away. C ose enough
to swm but where is the Zyphyr?

An ENG NE ROARS. The rescue boat |eaps forward and ZOOVS
t owar ds t he downed pl ane.
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EXT. BOAT - SAME

Andre can see Diane standing at the door of the sinking pod,
contenplating a swmto the plane. He smles - good girl.

Ful | speed, they zip past the plane, making a turn that
creates a swell several feet high. Andre FIRES into the

wat er under the plane.

They nake a large circle, setting up for another pass. By

t he wreckage, the Zyphyr’'s head has energed fromthe

water. They pass again. Andre FIRES several shots into the
open jaws. A SCREAM high-pitched and piercing. The Zyphyr
attacks the thing that dared to harmit.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - SAME

A distance away, a SIMLAR CRY fills the air.

EXT. POD - SAME
D ane wat ches the Zyphyr | eave to chase the boat. Prepared
to junp, the sound stops her. Another Zyphyr? 1t doesn't
matter, the pod is sinking. She |eaps.
EXT. BOAT - SAME
Andre hears it too.
ANDRE

Carlton, | hear another one of

t hese damed t hi ngs.
The boat swerves hard left. Andre fires two nore shots into
t he swi mm ng behenot h.

| NT. ESW | SLAND COWAND CENTER - SAME

The radar screen had been placed on a tight area around the
rescue attenpt.

CARLTON
Gve ne a wide screen - NOW

The coverage area goes wider. It reveals another blip
headed towards the site at an unbelievabl e speed.

( CONTI NUED)
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SERENI TY
Sir, that thing is four tines the
size of the first one.

CARLTON
(snaps)
| can see that.
(small, to hinself)
And we have absolutely no way of
stopping it.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - SAME

Di ane swins for all she's worth.

EXT. BOAT - SAME

Banki ng right, they notice the Zyphyr has stopped, studying
t he pl ane wreckage.

ANDRE
No you don’t, you overgrown tuna.

He FlI RES several shots.
ANOTHER CRY, cl oser, | ouder.

ANDRE
Carlton, what’s happeni ng?

I NT. ESW | SLAND COMVAND CENTER - SAME

CARLTON
Andre, you have anot her one on the
way, and, | hate to say this, but
it’s even bigger than the first
one.

He gl ances at Catherine, surprised at the intensity of her
fear. It unnerves him He wenches his eyes away to focus
on the problem at hand. Something on the board scares him

CARLTON
Ti ght screen again.

The image cones forward to reveal the Zyphyr has turned back
t owar ds the w eckage.

( CONTI NUED)
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CARLTON
Andre, it’'s headed back.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - SAME

The plane’s side door is just in front of her, but every
time she reaches for it, the waves push it away. Close to
panic. Were is the Zyphyr?

Breath ragged with small sobs escapi ng, she swi ns cl oser,
reaches up, her fingers touch. Wth an effort, she pushes
up and | atches on with her hand. Now, both hands.

Wth the strength only an extrene sports athlete can have,
pul | s herself up and out of the water.

| NT. PLANE - SAME
She rolls away fromthe door

The Zyphyr’s head energes, TEETH SNAPPI NG only a few feet
fromher. She screans, backing away. It follows, forcing
itself into an opening al nost too narrow.

The plane tilts. Diane starts to slide. She grabs a pod
rail, holding tight. Her feet dangling just above the
Zyphyr’ s | aws.

Qut si de, she hears TWO SHOTS. The creature slides out and
subnerges. The plane levels. D ane staggers to the
cockpit.

COCKPI T - SAME
A gapi ng hole indicates where the wi ndshield used to
be. WATER SLOSHES on the floor. Strange and quiet. Al

crew gone. She checks the radio - dead.

The boat races past again, its projection all sharp angles
and turns. \What should she do?

A H GH PI TCHED SCREAM | ouder than anything she’'s heard
fills the air. She has to see and | eaves the cockpit.
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PLANE - SAME

At the side door, she gazes over the water. A nountain
rises fromthe ocean, water running in rivulets fromthe
crest, then settles back down. Fascinated, she waits.

Slowly, foot-by-foot, a drakonian head energes. Up, up, up,
unbel i evably huge, its eyes focused on Diane. Terrified,

shaki ng, yet in awe, she watches it. It would only take one
snap.
DI ANE
(softly)
Mom |’'m so sorry.

The Zyphyr’'s head tilts. It studies her. They |ock
eyes. She takes a deep breath as though a crazy thought has
t ouched her m nd.

DI ANE

" t7(t0 Zyphyr)
at 7

The Zyphyr’s nmouth opens revealing four foot teeth in what
| ooks to be a smle. D ane’s nouth opens in astoni shment.

Leaving the small safety of the plane, she cautiously steps
onto the stubbed wing. Only feet away.

DI ANE
He attacked and they were trying to
rescue ne. They didn’'t know.

The Zyphyr closes its mouth with a snap. The head turns
whi | e producing a calling sound.

The young Zyphyr floats up, head |owered |i ke a spanked
puppy. The fermale hisses over him He rolls once in
subm ssi on

The boat zips around the plane. Andrea raises a rifle, but
instantly realizes how i nadequate the weapon is. The Zyphyr
turns to watch him hunored. He |ooks relieved when Di ane
rai ses her hand.

A light appears in the distance.



90.

| NT. PLANE COCKPI T - OVER THE SHOULDER
In the confusion of weckage, waves and filtered light, the
PI LOT sees a nonstrous dragon head lifted above the
surface. It hovers above a woman standi ng on the downed
pl ane.
Scoping lights target the serpent.
PI LOT
| have visual and | ocked on target.
EXT. BOAT - SAME
Andre waves both hands in the air.
ANDRE
Negative. Abort.
| NT. PLANE COCKPI T - SAME
Pl LOT

Are you sure? | can take the shot
W t hout endangering the civilian.

EXT. BOAT - SAME

ANDRE
Affirmative. The situation is too
vol atile. Anyway, |’mnot sure

that thing can be hurt by anything
you’ ve got on board.

EXT. PLANE W NG - SAME

D ane wat ches the pl ane back away. She addresses the
Zyphyr.

DI ANE
They just want to protect ne and
t ake nme hone.
The Zyphyr gazes at her a nonent.

DI ANE
Yes, we are much alike.

( CONTI NUED)
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Diane lifts her hand and the fenal e | owers her

91.

head to touch

it. A final conmunication nmakes D ane suck in her
breath. The fenmal e backs up, turns, and sw ns away taki ng

her kit wth her.
The boat pulls up. Andre hel ps her aboard.
ANDRE

| thought you were dead. M nd
tell

ing ne what that was all about?
Still dazed, her reply is curt.
DI ANE
Later.
ANDRE

(in mc to pilot)
Shows over. Meet you back at base.

The boat spins and takes her away.

I NT. ESW | SLAND COMWAND CENTER - DAY

A col l ection of deep sighs of relief and cheers.

CARLTON
(To Cat herine)
Let’s go neet your daughter.

| NT. BOAT DOCK ROOM - DAY

In a room provided for guests waiting for their

boat s,

Catherine, Tristan, Patrick and Carlton watch the gl ass

doors leading to the docks slide open. D ane,

wrapped in a

war m bl anket steps in followed by Andre and his pilot.

Catherine’s eyes are msted. She starts to step forward,
but is pushed aside by Tristan who grabs Diane in a tight

enbrace and ki sses her cheek.
TRI STAN
| thought | |ost you.

fi her. She stays in the back, silent.

Tristan steps back allow ng Patrick to snother

Cat herine’s softened eyes turn hard. Fear and jeal ousy
[1s

Di ane in an

enbrace. Wen they separate, Diane |ooks around. She’s
t aken back by her nother’s anger, but doesn’'t want to dea

wWthit.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 92.
DI ANE
Who’'s in charge?

CARLTON
| am

He gi ves her his hand.

CARLTON ( CONT.)
Carl ton Weston.

DI ANE
Thank you for being there with
me. You hel ped keep ne sane.

He sm | es.

CARLTON
No problem

DI ANE
As soon as | change, there’'s
sonmething inportant | need to tel

you and Mom

CARLTON
O course. | can’t speak for your
nmot her, but 1’1l be in ny office

whenever you need ne.

Leani ng on Patrick, his arm around her, they | eave.

I NT. DIANE'S ROOM - EARLY EVEN NG

Cl ouds turned pink and orange by the setting sun are franed
by the large window. The wall video is off giving it a
cal mer feel.

Patrick, lounging on a sofa, |ooks up as Diane enters from
her bedroom Newly showered, she’s changed back into her
regul ar clothes. Plopping down beside him she snuggl es
into his side.

Patrick rests his chin on her head.

PATRI CK
Do you want to tal k?

DI ANE
No. Yes. |’'ve never been so
scared. | knew | was going to
die. |’'ve never felt that before.

( CONTI NUED)
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PATRI CK
Facing nortality is a daunting
task, even for a Pal ner.

DI ANE
Ha, ha.

PATRI CK
What happened when the big one
showed up?

DI ANE
Actually, let ne process this a
bit. WIIl you cone to the neeting
with me?

PATRI CK
You' re asking ne?

She jabs himw th her elbow. He laughs, low, with
affection.

PATRI CK ( CONT.)
Ckay, okay. You want sonething to
eat first?

DI ANE
No. Let’s get this over
with. Once this is behind ne, then
| can rel ax.

Patrick stands, pulling Diane up with him

PATRI CK
Then let’s go because |’ m starving.

DI ANE
I’1l let Carlton know we’re com ng.

I NT. CARLTON S OFFI CE - EVEN NG

A few chairs have been added. Catherine, Tristan, and
Sal bi de are already seated. Andre stands, |eaning against a
wal |, expl ai ni ng what he saw. Conversation stops when D ane
and Patrick walk in and take a seat.

CARLTON
|"ve taken the liberty of adding
two nore people to this neeting. |
bel i eve you' ve net Andre, ny head
of security.

Andre waves hi s hand.

( CONTI NUED)
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CARLTON (CONT.)
This young | ady is Sal bi de, our
Chi ef Marine Biol ogi st.

DI ANE
(To Sal bi de)
Pl eased to neet you
(To Andre)
| want to thank you for risking
your life for nme. |I'msorry for
the nmen you | ost.

Andr e nods.

Sal bi de si

CARLTON
Hugh was a good man. They al
were. | can’t tell you how sorry
we are for what happened. Never in
our wi|ldest dreans did we ever
t hi nk the Zyphyr would conme to this
side of the planet. They’' ve never
| eft their normal range.

DI ANE
That’s what | wanted to talk to you
about. When | said they were
intelligent, |I didn't realize how
nmuch.

ts forward, eager

SALBI DE
So, how rmuch intelligence are we
tal ki ng about ?

DI ANE
The big one, the female, she
comuni cated with ne.

CARLTON
Conmuni cated as in...

DI ANE
She tal ked to ne.

Andre coughs, shaking his head. D ane glances at him

def ensi ve.

DI ANE
Not verbally. In ny head. You saw
what happened. She coul d have

easily killed ne. Instead, | got
t hese pictures of what she wanted
( MORE)
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DI ANE (cont’ d)
to tell nme. | also got the
i npression she was readi ng ny m nd.

SALBI DE
They' re telepathic? Wat did she
say?

DI ANE

They’ ve have been purposely staying
away fromthis place, but yesterday
they were chasing their favorite
prey in a deep trench when they
felt the magnetic pull of the

pods. The ol der ones ignored it,
but her kit, her infant nmale, cane
to investigate.

Carlton | eans forward.

CARLTON
That thing was a baby?

Andr e sni ckers.

ANDRE
You shoul d have seen the size of
t he not her.

DI ANE
She didn't realize he was m ssi ng
until they heard him scream By
t hen, she was far away.

Carlton falls back, nouth open.

CARLTON
So all this was about a baby
playing with toys?

DI ANE
Pretty nuch. The blue suits | ook
just like the blue seals they prey
on. Put that in a clear bubble and
you have a toy no baby predator can
resist.

ANDRE
Yet, he brought down three pl anes.

SALBI DE
You fired on himfirst.

( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANE
He did it out of self defense and
i gnorance. He's still a baby.
CARLTON

W need to make sure the nagnetic
strips are taken off the pods.

ANDRE
Then, how will we | oad and drop
t hen?

CARLTON

We' Il think of sonething.

Sal bi de has a sudden thought.

SALBI DE
| f they had killed the baby, God
hel p us.

D ane shakes her head in fear of the thought.

Tristan |i

DI ANE
The whol e pod woul d have torn this
pl ace apart.

ANDRE
Then how do we protect ourselves
next tinme baby wants to play?

DI ANE
Al | can say is: get out of its
way.

SALBI DE

Maybe we can rig up a transmtter
and create a distress signal to |et
t he Zyphyrs know.

CARLTON
That woul d nean findi ng and
comuni cating with them

SALBI DE
| would love to do it.

ghts up like a Christnas tree.
TRI STAN
| want to help. I’mmjoring in

bi ol ogi cal studies. This is
exactly what | want to do.

( CONTI NUED)
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And is crushed by nonmy.

CATHERI NE
Absol utely not.
TRI STAN
Mom [’'Il be eighteen in a
month. | can do what | want.
CATHERI NE
And I'’mstill president of this
conpany. They can’t hire you if |

say no.

Tristan starts to argue, but D ane intervenes.

Cat heri ne

He points

Clearly di

DI ANE
Catherine, we'll talk later.

purses her |ips, anger flow ng.

DI ANE
Fromreading ny mnd, she
understands that we are not a
threat. W were just defending
ourselves. And she regrets
everyt hing her son did.

ANDRE
(sarcastic)
VWll, that’s conforting.

CARLTON
Well, this is sonmething that | for
one, did not see com ng.

a finger at Andre and Sal bi de.

CARLTON ( CONT.)
Think on this for the next two days
and then we’' Il have anot her
meeting. | want ideas on what
needs to be done to keep this from
happeni ng again, and what to do if
it does.

sm ssed, Sal bide and Andre | eave.

CARLTON (CONT.)
Ladi es, Patrick, once again | can't
tell you how sorry I amfor al
this. 1 don’'t know of any way |
can make it up to you

( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANE
How about a lifetime pass to Dagon
that includes the executive suites.

Carlton’s nouth drops open.
CARLTON
You woul d want to conme back?
DI ANE
Zyphyr kit aside, that was the
funnest ride |I’ve ever been on. |
woul d I ove to try the diving and
surfing.
CARLTON
It’s yours. All three of you.
CATHERI NE
Two. Two of them
A |l ong beat.
DI ANE
(To Carlton)
s the neeting finished?
CARLTON
| can’t think of anything el se
right now.
DI ANE
Good. WII you forgive ne if | run
you out of your office? | need to

talk to Catherine al one.

Carlton gl ances between the two wonen. He stands up.

CARLTON

O course. Mss Tristan, Patrick,
| ve had dinner set up in the
executive lounge if you would |ike
to join nme?

(To Diane and Cat heri ne)
W' Il be expecting you when you're
fini shed.

The two wonen barely wait until the door is shut. They're
like two bulls facing each other.

CATHERI NE
Diane, | will not allow you...

( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANE
Mot her, Shut Up.

Cat herine crashes to a stop. Anger rises |like a vol cano
about to erupt.

DI ANE
You can bully everyone el se, but
not ne.

CATHERI NE
| can do nore than you can possibly
i magi ne.

DI ANE
And all | have to do is tell ny

audi ence what happened today, and
your enpire will come crashing
down. Do you think anyone w ||
cone here knowi ng there are nonster
predators in the water ready to
kill thenf

Silence. Catherine cannot deny the truth. She trenbles in
rage.

Diane is tired; of the day, the fighting, everything. Can
reconciliation be possible?

DI ANE
When | was out there with the
nmot her Zyphyr in front of ne, |
knew | was going to die. Suddenly,
| wanted nothing nore than to be
reconciled with you. | think it
was that thought that got the
not her’s attention.

She pauses.

DI ANE ( CONT.)
She told ne her son was
strong-willed and rebellious. She
| aughed and said that | was just
like him

Di ane notices a ook of triunph in Catherine’'s eyes. Her
hackl es rai se.

DI ANE ( CONT.)
Did it ever occur to you |I’mnore
i ke you than you think? Patrick
says |’ m becom ng nore |ike you

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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Cat heri ne

Cat heri ne
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DI ANE (CONT.) (cont’d)
every day and it scares him Well,
it scares ne too.

t akes a deep breath.

CATHERI NE
Tristan said we were |like two
people looking in a mrror.

DI ANE
Exactly. So, if we hate each
ot her, does that nean we hate
oursel ves?

is taken back. She ponders.

DI ANE ( CONT.)
| know | do. | don’'t want to be
i ke you; controlling, pushing
peopl e away, alone. And, |’ve

decided I’ m not going to be.

A sneer raises Catherine’ s lip.

CATHERI NE
So, you’'re going to change just
like that?

DI ANE
No, but | can work on it alittle
every day. And if you want to keep
Tristan, then you need to change a
little too. You need to start
| etting her go.

CATHERI NE
Leave Tristan out of this.

DI ANE
| can’t. She’s ny sister and |
| ove her, and right now, she’s
m ser abl e.

CATHERI NE
| love her, too. And | can't
forgive you for putting her in
danger.

D ane doesn’t m ss that she said nothing of herself.

( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANE
| m not asking you to, but you're
backing her into a corner. Either
she stays under your thunb and
surrenders everything she wants to
be, or defies you, and you end up
| osing two daughters.

CATHERI NE
Tristan will do what | say.

Anger, frustration.

DI ANE
That’ s not love, that’'s
sel fishness. Let ne put this
plainly; either you allow Tristan
to work here on Dagon with Sal bide,
or I'll create such a stink on ny
next broadcast that you'll have to
resign your presidency.

CATHERI NE
You woul d enjoy that, wouldn’t
you? You ve spent your life
finding ways to get revenge.

DI ANE
Believe it or not - no. But for
Tristan, I'll do it.

She gets up and steps to the door.

DI ANE ( CONT.)
| was hoping we could come to an
agreenent, but it’s not going to
happen, is it? 1'll see you at
di nner.

She | eaves. Catherine is |left between fear and fum ng.

I NT. DIANE'S ROOM - EARLY MORNI NG

Qutside the glass wall, the sky radiates gold and pink,
shining off passing wi sps of clouds born in the viol ence of
a hurricane, now peaceful and tane. The w ndow reflects

Di ane’s imge as she stands and ponders. Another joins and
m ngl es with her own.

Patrick puts his arm around her shoul der and pulls her
cl ose. She smles.

( CONTI NUED)
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DI ANE
It’s funny, having had the nother
show up nmakes it feel as though the
chaos and fear is now under

contr ol
Pause
DI ANE ( CONT.)
Tristan will be alright.
Patrick stiffens.
DI ANE ( CONT.)
It’s okay. | know you feel

protective towards her.

PATRI CK
| just wi sh your nother would allow
her do what her hearts wants to do.

DI ANE
She will.

PATRI CK
How do you know?

DI ANE
| shamel essly bl ackmail ed her.

Patrick | aughs.

PATRI CK
And just when | thought there' s a
new Di ane.

Di ane turns and gazes into his eyes.

DI ANE
There will be. It’s just going to
take time to |l earn who she is. I’
going to need hel p.

m

He | eans his forehead agai nst hers, gently enbraci ng her
face with his hands. H's caress becones a kiss.

SERI ES OF SHOTS/ VO CE OVER

DI ANE (V.Q.)
This is D ane Pal ner. Wat can
say about Dagon but that riding a
hurri cane was the nost incredible

( MORE)
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DIANE (V.Q.) (cont’d)
time of ny life. Some people say
we enj oy extrene sports because we
have a death wish. Sone say it’'s
t he adrenal i ne rush. For ne, being
that close to death rem nds ne of
just how alive | am But there are
ti mes when being close to death
al so shows you just how enpty your
life is. That is what happened to
me. Confronted with ny true self,

di scovered it was not a pl easant
picture. So, |’ve decided to do
sonet hing about it. WIIl | return
to Dagon - you bet. | can’t

wait. And when | do, | hope I can
sincerely say, |I’mnot the person
used to be.

Di ane and Patrick enter the shuttle for the trip hone. The
door closes. GCently lifting, the shuttle turns and begins a
rapi d assent into space.

Catherine and Tristan talk as they wal k down a
hal | way. Suddenly, Tristan |eaps up and gives Catherine a
bi g hug. She’s happy, exuberant, junping up and

down. Catherine her gives a snmall, insincere smle.
Andre cl eans out Hugh’'s | ocker, throwing his things in a
box. In the back, he pulls out a frane.

POV

A young boy and woman stand beside a man in a hover

chair. He has only one arm and, under a | ap bl anket, an

i ndention indicates where his | egs should be. He s hol ding
up a purple heart. The boy is trying hard to smle, but the
fear and pain are just too evident. Next to the picture,
the purple heart sits in a silk bed.

Andre bows his head - now he under st ands.
The young Zyphyr follows his nother, |eaping and
spl ashing. A novenent catches his eyes. He stops and | ooks
skyward where a shuttle races towards the heavens. He dives
deep, races up and | eaps. FREEZE FRAME

FADE OQUT

THE END.



