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FADE | N:
I NT. ANNUAL AWARD CEREMONY FOR CREATI VE ARTS - EVEN NG

Art nmuseum presi dent speaking to audi ance after | ast
reci pi ant wal ks off stage.

CHAD
And the next catagory, oh, well,
it's for best art display and nost
visited display. And the w nner
is...Alison Wakenen, for the
fabul ous display of her favorite
fl owers, one oops uh, painting of a
flower titled: The Daffodil. A very
life |like painting.

Crowd cl appi ng and chearing as she wal ks up to the podiumto
accept her award.

ALLI SON
Wl |, thanks for the very warm
appreci ati on. Ww, what can | say.
| didn't prepare a speech because |
didn't think that I would win this
fine award. Um | would like to
that the nost inportant nen in ny
life, my son Jake, and ny truely
wonderful and very supportive life
partner, ny husband Janes. | |ove
you so such. Ch and to all of you
who hel ped ne or should | say
forced me to enter ny painting in
the first place, (Sarah), you know
who you are. Thank you very very
nmuch.

Leaves the podi um and wal ks back to her table to sit with her
famly. Everyone at the table admres her trophy.

FADE | N:
EXT. THE DRI VEWAY OF THE DAYCARE HOUSE - AFTERNOON

ALLI SON PULLS | NTO THE DRI VEWAY AT HER SI STERS HOUSE TO PI CK
UP JAKE FROM DAYCARE

Jake screans with excitnent upon |ooking out the w ndow and
spotted his nom

JAKE



Monmy' s here aunt Aggie, nomy's

here.

AGAE E

Very well Jake. Now cone down off

Auntie's couch and
to his bottom

JAKE

don't...(junps

Qops, sorry aunt Aggie. (G ggles)

Jake runs to the door as fast

JAKE

has he can to neet

Monmry, nomry, | made somet hing for
you today. It's your favorite
flower...daffydills.

ALLI SON

On | absolutly love it. Thank you
sweetheart. It's so beautyful.

JAKE
Now you can put it
you work at nommy,

in the art place
and everyone can

see what a beautiful and tal ented

son you have.

ALLI SON

Yes, |I'msure everyone would | ove

it. (Tickles Jake)
don't we get your t

Ok buddy, why
hi ngs t oget her,

we have to neet daddy at the field
for his annual basebal | gane.

Teasi ng
AGAE E
Awe, | wanted to see himplay too.
Can | go...huh...can I, can |, huh
huh. . .can |
JAKE

Aunt Aggie, you can sit with ne in
t he back seat, but you have to get
your own carseat. Mnes is just too
small to fit your big butt init.

(G ggl es)

Si mul t aneousl y



Jake. .

AGAE E

My butt ain't that big, is it?
ALLI SON

Uh, well, let's just say you got a

ot of junk in that trunk.
Aggi e shoes away Al lison hand from pointing at her rear.

ALLI SON
I was pointing at you car trunk...

AGAG E
Ha ha ha, very funny. Everybody
wants to be a conedian. Wait for
me, | really do want to go, ok. Two
m nut es.

Aggie runs to her roomto grab her canera and a sweater.
Chattering continuing as they head for the car.

CUT TO

At their seats of Janes's conpany annual baseball gane,
cheering that Janes hit a honmerun for the ganme point.

As Allison gathers their belongings to neet Janmes on the
field, she suddenly feels weak and fati uge.

AGA E
Al'lison, what's the...whoa, hang
on.

ALLI SON

| just gotta rest a while, tough
day at work. These hours are
killing me. Jake honey, conme sit by

momy.

Jake clinbs the bleachers to join his nom

AGAE E
Honey, why don't | go and get Janes
for you. Just stay put, and I'Ill be

ri ght back. ?
Wal ki ng down the bl eachers
AGAE E

Oh, and you m ght want to think
about taking sonme of you vacation



time. You |ost nost of it |ast year
due to your workaholic syndrom

Al'lison smles and nods in aggrenent.

ALLI SON
Honey, how would you like it if
nmomry took a whol e week off to play
wi th you?

JAKE
Real | y? Mormy | | ove you. W can
play with my action figures and ..

Jake continues to talk.

FADE | N:
I NT. BACKYARD GREENHOUSE OF THE WAKEMEN S - DAY

It's the last day of Allison's nuch needed vacation. Finishing
a painting of yet another flower. Janes joins her in the
sol ari un greenhouse, carring a video caners.

JAMES
Ww honey, that's great. You are
really good at doing flowers. Now
tell me and the rest of the
worl d...how do you do it?

ALLI SON
Well, M. Newscaster, | first find
some paint, then sonething to paint
with, like this paintbrush, then
get out a canvas...oh...this is the
best part...l paint. (G ggles) Now,
will you put that thing down, and
give me a big fat Kkiss.

Janmes puts the canera down, still on, and grants her request,

t akes her by the hand, |eads her to the bedroom and cl oses the
door .

FADE | N:
I NT. FRONT DOOR OF THE MJUSEUM - MORNI NG

Two weeks has passed and Allison is at work when she suddenly
faints while wal king through the door. Her co-workers rush to



her aid and her boss calls 911, and she's off to the hospital.

FADE | N:

I NT. LOCAL HGOSPI TAL - MORNI NG

At the hospital, Janmes, Jake, and Aggie are in the waiting
roomwaiting to hear sonething fromthe doctors.

out of the roomputting on her jacket.

her.

JAVES
What did the doctors say hun? |
nmean, are you all right to go? Can
you wal k? Maybe you should let ne
get you a wheel chair honey, just
stay right here.

ALLI SON
Honey, I'mfine. | can wal k w thout
difficulties, trust ne, |I'mfine.
AGGE E

So...what did the doctors say?
bet he said you work too nuch and
too hard.

ALLI SON
No, none of the above. But, he did
say | should think about taking it
easier at work due to the fact that
we have a bun in the oven.

Al'lison wal ks

James rushes to aid

Aggi e and Jake | ook at each other with huge smies on their
faces, then giggles. James's worry turns to joy,

tear.

JAMES
Real | y? Oh honey, really? Ww, oh
| ove you so nmuch. Did you guys
here? Wre going to have anot her
baby. Your going to be a big
brot her Jake. (To Allison) On
honey, you were probably just tired
fromthe pregnancy. | |ove you

and sheads a

James is bursting with excitenment and hugs her again and
whi spers in her ear. Alison giggles.

JAVES
Thank you, thank you so so nuch



FADE | N:
I NT. MASTER BATHROOM OF THE WAKEMEN S - DAY

ALLI SON |I'S DEALI NG W TH THE DI FFUCULTI ES OF BEI NG PREGNANT,
SI CKNESSES, TI RED ALL THE TI ME AND WEI GHT GAI N.

ALLI SON
| don't renmenber being this sick with Jake. | can't keep
anyt hi ng down anynore. Do you think that it's something to
be al arned about honey?

JAVES
No, you heard what the doctor said at the last visit. It's
normal to experiance different synptons with different
pregnanci es. No two pregnancies are alike. Wnen are strong,
there's no way a man coul d endure such...such...uckness.

James shivers with disqust and turns to his wife with
synpat hy.

JAMES
Yea, sorry hun, pregnant wonmen are
just very strong.

ALLI SON
Yea, we are. And you want to know
why we are so strong?

JAVES
Enlighten me. (Smling at her)

Wal ks up to Allison and gives her a big bear hug. |ooks her in
t he eyes.

ALLI SON
Those of us |ucky, strong wonen
have a very | oving, strong, and
caring husband to | ean on.

Janmes | ooks at her with such love in his eyes.

JAMES
No, it's ne who is the |ucky one.

Allison's | ove for Janmes grew even nore that nonent.
ALLI SON

Ane, sweetie, what would | do
wi thout you in ny life.



James grabs her bat hrobe and helps it on her.

JAMES
I wouldn't sinply exist. So don't
go breaking ny heart.

Allison tries not to giggle at the song |ine.

ALLI SON
I couldn't if | tried.

They share a | augh together as Jake inters the room

JAKE
Monmry, |'"m hungry. Can | have
pancakes and eggs this norning and
some cereal with mlk?

JAMVES
Whoa buddy, are you really that
hungry, or are you just trying to
get our undivided attention?

JAKE
Undervid-did attention daddy.

Janes grow s at Jake as to act like he's a lion hunting his
prey.

JAVES
Grrr, 1'mhungry too.

Jake screans and runs out the room James has captured his
prey as Allison hears Jake | aughing and Janes grow i ng.

FADE | N:
I NT. THE WAKEMEN S BREAKFAST NOOK - MORNI NG

Jake is just finishing up his breakfast when Janes notices
he cl eaned his plate. Janes holds up the plate to Allison,
who gat hering Jake's bag to be dropped off at the daycare.

JAVES
Dah-t a- dah. Someone has just joi ned
the clean plate club. The cl eanest
plate that | ever saw.

JAKE
Daddy, stop it, you enressing ne.



ALLI SON

Ha, that's cute. It's enbarrassing
me, sweetheart. That's the correct
pronunci ati on. Ok Jake, now that
you are an el eate nenber of the
clean plates club, do you want to
be a nenber of the I'"'mready to go
cl ub?

Wt hout answering, Jake gets up and sprints to get his
favorite toy and put sweater on.

JAKE
So nmom how did | do? Am | a new
menber of the rush cl ub?

Al'lison and James have a | augh.

ALLI SON
The first nenber to hit an all tine
record high for being the fastest
at getting ready. Oh honey,
remenber ny doctors appointnent is
at 12:30 this afternoon, if you
still wanted to conme with ne.

Janes grabs his briefcase and all head to the door.

JAVES
Are you kidding? My work life is
schedul ed around ny wi fe and kids.
| want to be there, and I will be
t here, each and everytine.

They share a kiss and say their goodbys.

FADE | N:
I NT. DOCRTORS COFFI CE - AFTERNOON

AT THE DOCTORS OFFI CE FOR A SCHEDULED APPO NTMENT, W TH
JAMES ALONG AS USUAL. SI X AND A HALF MONTHS LATER. ALLI SON
COWPLAI NS TO HER DOCTOR THAT THE FATI UGE ALONG W TH NEW
SYMPTOVS, ABDOM NAL PAI N, SHORTNESS OF BREATH, AND WEI GHT
LGSS, |I'S BECOM NG TO BE ANOTHER WORRY FOR HER. WAI TI NG FOR
THE DOCTOR TO COMVE BAKE W TH THE LAB RESULTS.

ALLI SON
Honey, |'mvery worried about
what's happining. It just doesn't



feel right.

JAMES
Honey, you have nothing to worry
about, renmenber. ..

Bot h sym tainiously.

ALLI SON JAMES
No two pregnancies are alike.

ALLI SON
But Janes, this feeling is like no
ot her. There's changes that | don't
understand. | nean, |'m |l oosing
wei ght, 1'malways tired, always
hungry but can't keep anything
down, there's gotta be sonething
wong wWth ne.

JAMES
Ok, honey. We'll ask the doctor if
he thinks that there's any probl ens
and if there is, what can we do to
sol ve them Your healthy, you eat
right, you don't snoke or do drugs.
You are doing everthing right
honey. Espeacilly by Gods | aws.
Don't worry your pretty little head
about this pregnancy.
sweet heart ?

ALLI SON
You al ways manage to say the right
things at the right time. Thank you
babe. | feel better already.

The doctor enters the room

DR FRANKS
Les't see hear. Allison, you
conpl ai ned of fatiuge, weight |oss,
and being unusally tired, correct?

ALLI SON
Yes, that's true doctor. Along with
shortness of breath.

DR FRANKS
Yes, well these are all conmmon
synptoms of pregnancy, the
shortness of breath comes fromthe
fetus needing nore roomto grow,



and therefore, the fetus pushes al
of your organs up causi ng you | ungs
to beconme nore cranped...shortness
of breath. The baby is just getting
bi gger. So, no need to worry about
t he shortness of breath. And as for
t he other synptonms such as the
abdom nal pain and wei ght |oss. As
| ong as you have norning sickness,
it's very likely that you wll
experiance a little nore wei ght

| oss and abdom nal pain just cones
with the vomting. Sore nuscles.
The rest of the test results | ooks
absolutly great. Your lucky to have
such a healthy wife James.

JAMES
Thank you doctor. She was so
worri ed sonet hing m ght be going
wong with this pregnancy. | am
| ucky.

ALLI SON
Yea, maybe | do worry too nuch. But
Isn'"t it true that if you don't
| ook for a specific cause, you
won't know where to | ook?

Doctor turns to Allison with a bew lidered | ook.

DR. FRANKS
Yes, that's true Allison. |Is there
somet hing you m ght want us to | ook
for?

Looki ng through her charts brfore stopping on a certain page.

DR FRANKS
Ah, here it says you have a famly
hi story of cancer. My guess is that
you want to check for cancer. Wen
was you | ast check for cancer?
don't recall seeing this test done
her e.

ALLI SON
Well, | think it was soon after
gave birth to Jake. The resul st
were clean then. | renenber that.

DR FRANKS
X, I'Il have the nurse set up



anot her test soon after you give
birth with this one. By the way, do
you two want to know t he sex of

t hi s baby?

Al'lison and James | ook at each other decided they didn't want
to know.

DR FRANKS
&, I''l send in the nurse and
after that your free to go,
remenber to schedul e the
appoi nt nent before you | eave today.
t he sooner the better. Take care.

Rel eaved at what the doctor said, they give each other a hug
and reassure each other of the others bond that holds their
| ove together.

FADE | N:
EXT. MJUSEUM - DAY

A local contest poster in search for the next best young
artists is displayed outside of the nuseum

I NT. FRONT DESK OF MJUSEUM - DAY

AFTER SI GNI NG I N, ALLI SON RETURNS TO WORK AND SHARES HER
DOCTOR VI SITS WTH HER CLOSEST FRI ENDS, SHERRY AND SUSAN

Sunny, warm and blue skies. Lunchtine at their favorite
resturant as they enjoy their lunch on the resturants patio in
t he beauty of the day. They al so witnessed soneone, who
appears to be honeless, arguing with the waiter because she

di dn't have enough noney to pay for the food.

SHERRY
Awe, will you look at that. That
girl knew she didn't have enough
noney to pay for that neal. Wy do
peopl e do that and think they wll
get away with it.

ALLI SON
No, wait. | think she's nentally
di sabl ed, nmaybe she didn't realize
she didn't have enough to cover the
neal .

SUSAN
Wel |, dang. Poor thing probably
can't read either.

11.



12.

Al'l'ison puts down her napkin and wal ks over to the girl and
offers to pay for the entire neal. She thanks Al lison as she
give the girl some noney.

SHERRY
That chic is always hel pi ng
sonmebody out. More power to her,
cause | wouldn't do it.

SUSAN
I know, you could never be that
sweet. Ha.

On her way back to the table, Allison gets a pain in her side.
Susan and Sherry rush to aid her.

ALLI SON
I"'mfine, I"'mfine. | just need to
rest a mnute.

SHERRY
Grl, you need to rest for a while,
take sonme tinme off of work. | know

the doctor told you to cut your
hours, didn't he?

ALLI SON
Yea, your right. I'll put in for
hal f days anf tinme off. Anyways,
I"'mstarving...lets eat.

They head back to their table to proceed with their |unch
or ders.

FADE | N:
KI TCHEN OF THE WAKEMEN RESI DENCE - EVEN NG

At hone, late afternoon. Preparing dinner for the famly.
Al lison excuses herself to Jake and heads for the bat hroom
She discoverd that there's blood in her stool. She panicks,
and call James at work

PHONE OPERATOR
Enperi al Technol gi es how can
assi st you today?

ALLI SON
Yes, um is Janes Wakenen in?



PHONE OPERATOR
One nonent pl ease! (Pause) |'11
connect you, thank you.

JAVES
Hello, this is Janes speaking, how
can | help you to...

ALLI SON
Honey, you gotta come hone right
now. | think I"'min labor. Hurry
pl ease.

JAVES
Two seconds...just hang in there
sweetie. Bye. | have to go...ny
wi fe thinks she may be in | abor,
I"'mgoing to have a baby.

James is so very excited. The office claps at himas he | eaves
and he takes a bow.

FADE | N:
EXT. EMERGENCY ROOM ENTRANCE - NI GHT

AT THE HOSPI TALS EMERGENCY ENTRANCE, JAMES RUSH ALLI SON I N
WTH JAKE ON H S HI P.

I NT. EMERGENCY ROOMS | NPATI ENTS CHECK | N DESK - NI GHT

JAVES
Nurse, | think ny wife is in |abor.
Can we get a wheel chair?

NURSE 1
Rei ght away sir. Oderly, get this
pati ent a wheelchair while I check
her in. Your name maan?

ALLI SON
Al l'ison Wakenen. I'monly 29 and a
hal f weeks along. | can't be in
| abor.

NURSE 1
X, I'lIl have to ask you sone
guestions. Your cover for insurance
| see, so we'll skip that part, ok

how far along are the contractions?

13.



The nurse
announces

Joki ngly.

The t hree

ALLI SON
| have no contractions. | was using
t he bat hroom when | di scovered that
I was bl eedi ng.

NURSE 1
Are you on any nedi cati ons?

ALLI SON
No, none. Except for the occasional
asprin when | have a headache.

checks her bl ood pressure and tenperature.
to Nurse 1 that the roomis now avail abl e.

NURSE 1
Ok, thank you. Let's get you to
your room And of course, put on
the first gown facing open in the
back and the second open in the
front. Would you |ike sone extra
bl ankets to keep you war nf?

ALLI SON
Yes, please. It's cold in here.

NURSE 1

Most hopsitals try to deep freeze
you before you get the chance to

| eave. It's a way of them
saying...we also offer warnth...but
at a price.

Nur se 2

of them|laugh. Nurse 1 exits to get nore bl ankets.

JAVES
Here, let nme help you honey. Are
you confy?

JAKE
Daddy, |I'mhungry. | didn't get a
chance to eat dinner yet.

JAVES
Ok sport. once we get nonmmy
setteled, we'll go and check out

the cafeteria, ok buddy?

JAKE

14.



CGottcha, partner
They all have a | augh.

JAVES
I's there anything you want fromthe
cafeteria sweetie?

ALLI SON
Honey, you know | can't eat while
|'"'m being examned. Silly husband
of m ne.

JAVES
Oh yeah, sorry. | forgot. Ok, are
you alright then?

ALLI SON
I'"'mfine dear. Go on now, ny buddy
is very hungry. Hey, no junk food

Now.
JAKE
Ok nmommy. .. no junk food...at
all...ever...well, just alittle
tiny bit...so little you can't even
see it.
ALLI SON

Ok buddy, just the tinest little
bit. As long as you eat your nmain
cour se.

JAVES
And what about ne? Am | allowed to
have a little tiny bit?
Al'l three have a | augh.

ALLI SON
Go on you two.

Janes and Jake | eave for the cafeteria.

FADE | N:
I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - LATE NI GHT
VWH LE JAMES AND JAKE VI SI TED THE CAFETERI A, THE NURSE WAS

G VEN ORDERS TO CHECK THE BLOOD WORK AND VI TALS. THE DOCTOR
RETURNS AND EXPLAI NS VWHAT W LL HAPPEN NEXT.

15.



16.

DR. FRANKS

Al'lison, how are you feeling?
ALLI SON

Alittle tired but ok I guess.
DR, FRANKS

VWll, we're running sone tests on

your bl ood work and the nurse wl|
be nonitoring the baby on fetal
nmonitoring device. So far, | don't
t hi nk you have to worry about being
in labor, but we would like to keep
you overni ght for observations.

ALLI SON
If you think it's nessary doctor.

DR. FRANKS
I'I'l thack down M. Wakenen and
follow himup on what we tal ked

about. K.

ALLI SON
He should be in the cafeteria with
my son Jake.

Al l'ison soon falls asleep. Janes and Jake return to the room

JAKE
Monmry, | finished all of nmy chil
and | even ate the crackers too!

JAVES
Shhh, buddy, nmommy is sl eeping.

Allison slowy turns her head to themand slightly opens her
eyes.

ALLI SON
It's ok, | was just resting ny
eyes. That's good Jake, you nean to
tell me you ate the whole bow of
chili?

JAKE
Yep, and | didn't get any junk
food. Not the tinest piece.

JAVES
Yep, it's true, not the |east
little piece, honest.



ALLI SON
Honey, did the doctor find you and
expl ain what's next?

JAMES
Yes...he did. | can call Aggie to
keep Jake overnight with her. That
way, she doesn't have to beg us to
let Jake to finally stay the night.
She's been asking for nonths now,
and | wll stay with you...every
step of the way.

Allison smles, turns to Jake.

ALLI SON
Ok, buddy. Are you going to be a
good boy for normy and daddy? And
do everything that Aunt Aggie tells
you to do?

Yes nmomy. |'I|l be an angel. A boy
angel .

Laughter fromthe three.

JAMES
Not only an angel, a boy angel, but
a very respectful and trustworthy,
honest boy angel. Gk buddy? Be on
your best behavi our? Huh?

JAKE
You got it daddy.

James heads towards the phone to make the call.
FADE | N:

EXT. HOSPI TAL' S NAME AND THE FRESH SPRAY OF FLOWERS ON THE
FRONT LAWN - MORNI NG

JAMES |S ASLEEP ON THE CHAI R AND ALLI SON IS READI NG A BOOK
ON THE WARNI NG SI GNS OF PREGNANCY

Fl i ppi ng through the pages, Allison wakes Janes.
JAMVES

Good norning sweetheart. How did
you sl eep?

17.



ALLI SON
Actual ly, quite good I must say. |
need to get one of these beds
(Gggles). Het, It says here that
some wonen experiance bl eedi ng
t hr ouout the whol e pregnancy and
wi thout it being a big concern.

JAMES
Yea, so until we get the test
results back, you shouldn't worry
that pretty little head of yours.
Try not to think about it as ruch
and. ..

Dr. Franks enters the room

DR FRANK
Good norning Allison, James. How
was your rest |astnight?

JAMES
Well, | could have gotten nore
sleep if | had a nore confortable
chair. But otherwi se, it was great.

ALLI SON
Hon, | think the question was neant
for me, and | slept very well,

t hank you.

Dr. Franks flips through the results with a concerned | ook
upon his face.

DR FRANK
Well, these sonme good news and sone
bad news. Which would you like to
hear first?

Al'lison and Janes | ook at each other with concern.

JAMES

Honey, you choose.
ALLI SON

Ok, uh, the bad news first.
DR. FRANK

Un well, the tests shows that

there are sone cancer cells in the
bl ood work. We think it may be from
the colon, but it could be from
somewhere el se. W have to do nore

18.



tests to find out where it's com ng
from

JAMES
And t he good news doc?

DR, FRANKS
The fetus is devel oped enough to
i nduce | abor. We need to birth the
baby in order to start Allison on
cheno theropy, if you want to fight
this thing. The fetus won't be able
to survive the cheno treatnment. If
you'd |i ke, you can pick the day
you'd |i ke the baby to be born.
Just don't wait too long. Ck, I'Il
| eave it for you two to decide on
the birth day. If you have any
guestions, don't hesitate to cal
ny office or have ne paged. Ck?

Al'lison and Janmes are in disbelief and saddened by thr news.

JAVES
Ok doctor. Thanks (w thout | ooking

up) .

Dr. Franks wal ks over to Allison and touches her shoul der
then | eaves the room

JAVES
But it's not fair. You did
everything right in the Good Lords
eyes, why you, why now?

ALLI SON
Sweeti e, even the Good Lord gives
t he honest people trials throughout

life. W can beat this, I know we
can. | just hope they caught it in
tinme.

James | ooks at Allison with hope and tears in his eyes. He
wal ks over to her and hugs her tight.

JAMES
If I have to, I will got to the
ends of the globe to help cure you.
I wont stop til you are cured.

Both cry as they hold each other tightly.
ALLI SON



(hol di ng back tears) Well, now we
have to pick a date for the baby.

JAVES
Yea, um how about your nom s
birthday? It's next week, that's
early enough, you think?

ALLI SON
Good. Then it's settel ed. August
27t h.

JAMES

August 27t h.
FADE | N:
I NT. HOSPI TAL'S Bl RTHI NG ROOM - EARLY MORNI NG

THE 27TH OF THE MONTH, ALLI SON G VES BI RTH TO A BABY G RL.
JAMES | S ESTATIC OF THE BI RTH OF H S DAUGHTER. AGG E, JAKE
SHERRY, AND GRANDVA WAKEMEN, ARE | N THE FAM LYROOM AWAI TI NG
NEWS OF THE BI RTH

James wal ks in with the biggest smle on his face.

JAMES
It's agirl.

GRAMDVA WAKEMEN
Oh, a baby granddaughter,
congradul ati ons son. \Wen can we
see her?

JAVES
They' re cl eaning her up and running
some tests on her, but soon after,
you can hold your new
gr anddaughter. Jake, your a big
brot her. How do you feel ?

JAKE
Li ke the biggest brother in the
whol e wor | d.

Everyone | aughs as Janes picks Jake up to hug him G oup hug.

SHERRY
| brought these for the baby. It's
uni sex, you know, just in case.

JAVES
Awe, thanks Sherry. Let's all go to



the nursery wi ndow and take a | ook.

Al'l agree and they head for the nursery windowto | ook at the
new edi tion. Wl king down the hallway giggling, joking,
excited, and just having a good tine.

MATCH CUT:
I NT. ALLI SON' S HOSPI TAL ROOM - LATE MORNI NG

ALLI SON IS BEI NG PREPPED FOR MORE TEST, JUST HOURS AFTER
G VING BRI TH. DOCTORS | DENTI FI ED THE SOURCE OF THE CANCER
THE COLON.

NOTE* (This scene shows
the Dr. Franks expl aining
t he findings and what she
will have to go through
whi | e on chenot her opy.

G ving her panphlets after
panphl ets on the road to
recovery.)

The treatnment starts after Allison and fam |y share famly
nmonments of |aughter, holding the baby, reading to the baby
and Jake, taking pictures of nom and baby, |jake and baby,
and then the whole famly.

FADE | N:

EXT. MJUSEUM STATUE DI SPLAYI NG DAUGHTER G VI NG MOTHER A
FLONER - DAY

At the musune where Allison works, her co-workers are
outting together a get well basket, and signing a get well
card.

I NT. CUBI CAL OF SHERRY - DAY

SHERRY
Hey, Sam Did you sign the get well
and the congradul ati ons cards for
Al'lison?

SAM
No, no one told nme. (Signs the
card). | heard she had a baby girl.
What did she nane her?

SHERRY
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Rose Marie. You know, Rose because
she loves flowers and Marie is her
not hers' m ddl e nane, oh and her

m ddl e nane too. She's a tough
wonen, and with Janmes by her side,
t hey can beat the toughest
chal | enges.

SAM
| sure do hope so. Allison has been
not hi ng but a God send to us poor
souls, she's pretty special to the
worl d. Not many |ike her around
t hese days.

SHERRY
You got that right (laughs with
Sam) She's one of a kind.

SAM
More like one in a billion. (Does
t he hand gesture of a unbreakabl e
chain, with a clicking sound,
wi nki ng his eye at Sherry)

Sherry laughs and thanks Sam for signing the card as gives her
noney to fund the get well basket. Sherry | eaves her office
with the card and funds to buy the basket.

MATCH CUT:
I NT. HOSPI TAL FRONT DESKS RI NG NG PHONE - AFTERNOON

A nurse picks up the ringing phone and answers it while a
doctor goes into the roomnext to Allison's room

I NT. ALLI SON S ROOM - AFTERNOON

James is waiting for Allison to wake up after being prepped
for treatnment. He sits by her bedside staring at her wth so
much I ove in his eyes, holding her hand.

Groggy and tired, Allison awakes to find Janes at her side
with his head on their coupl ed hands.

ALLI SON
Hey honey. How | ong have you been
wai ti ng here? Wiere's Rose and
Jake?

JAVES
Time spent with you is not waiting,
it's divine serenity ny | ove.



(Snaps out of his romantic nood)
Oh, Rose is in the nursery and Jake
is at your sister's.

ALLI SON
Good. The kids are safe then.
(Pauses) Onh, honey, you al ways know
what to say you sweet sweet man of
m ne.

JAMES
(Softly spoken)

It's so easy when your in love with
a wonen who creates such a serene
enviornnment for a man to thrive in.

Dr. Franks knocks on the door and asks to cone in
bearer of nore bad news.

DR. FRANKS
Oh, good...your both here.
JAMES
Chh, | didn't like the sound of
t hat .
DR. FRANKS

Vel Janes, Allison, it seens as

t hough we pinpointed the source of
the cancer. And as we thought, it's
your colon. W can get you into
surgery imediatly, within the next
hour to be exact, but, if we do
remove the canerous area of the
colon, it can cause what is called
Met astasi s of the col on cancer.
Cancer cell can break away and
spread to other parts of the body,
and once netastasis has occured,
there is no hope for a cure. Now,
is this sonmething that you would
like to try? | knowit's

devi stating news, and the odds are
not in your favor if you opt out of
surgery.

JAVES
So, what your telling us is, either
surgery or no surgery, she has a
very slimchance of recovering at
all?

bei ng t he
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DR FRANK
I'"'mafraid so Janes. The surviva
rate is very slim due to the
nmet astasi s, for soneone who with
far advanced col on cancer. The test
show t hat she has al ready entered
the thrid and final stages of
cancer.

The words the doctor speaks are flow ng through Janes as
Allison cries. Janes is so overwhel ned, he faints.

FADE | N:
I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - LATE EVEN NG

James wakes up in an unfimlure room strugling to get up and
back to his wife. Not renmenbering the news of the fatal colon
cancer, he gets up enough stregth, after the nurse advises him
to stay in the bed, he rushes to Allison's room

Nurses rush after him still woozy, but he manages to nmeke it
to her room
NURSE 3
Sir, you need to take it slowy and
lie down.
JAMES
I"'mfine, | just want to see ny
wife. Really...I'"mfine.
JAMES

Honey, did | just have a nightnare,
or did the doctor tell us a
ni ght mar e?

ALLI SON
Honey, we have to try and beat
this. I don't want to | eave you. W

have to be strong..
Janes is having a histerical fit.

JAVES
No, no, no, NO Wy, why why? How
come God? How cone you take the
good peopl e and | eave the bad? |
can't | oose her, no, not now, God
pl ease hear ne. Please God, Pl ease
hear ne.

24.



25.

James is crying uncontrolably. Allison cries because Janes is
t aking the news so hard.

ALLI SON
Oh, honey. Listen, we can beat
this, ok. I"'mwlling to try just

about anything to keep on living,
for you, for our children. But you
have to be brave for the both of
us. Honey can you do that for ne?

JAVES
Anything Allison, anything for you.
I will do anything and everything
for you.

Nurse 3, who was standing at the door, turns and quickly wal ks
fromthe roomand back to her station, crying and hol di ng her
nout h.

NURSE 3
Isn't there sonmething they can do?
I mean with all this new
t echnol ogy, you would think there
be sonet hi ng sonebody, sonewhere,
can do.

NURSE 4
Grl, you alright?

NURSE 3
It's just not fair. It's just not
fair. (crying)

NURSE 4
You go take a break, 1'Il cover for
you. You gonna be alright, aren't
you?

NURSE 3
W'l see.

Nurse 3 wal ks toward the el evator, heading to the breakroom

FADE | N:

EXT. GRANDMA WAKEMEN S FRONT YARD W TH LI GHTS TURNI NG ON -
NI GHT

JAMES NOTI FI ES H'S MOTHER OF THE TRAG C NEWS, AND TO CALL
EVERYONE AND THAT SHE'S NOW I N SURGERY AND TO PRAY THAT THE
SURGERY GOES WELL.
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FADE | N:
I NT. HOSPI TAL' S WAI TI NG ROOM - VERY EARLY MORNI NG

After surgery, allison is wheeled into intensive care and
cannot have any visitors for 48 hours. Janes is beside hinself
| ooki ng through the w ndow, wanting to hold his wfe. He wal ks
up to the nurses station

JAMES
Nurse, when can | see ny wfe?
She's out of surgery and no one has
told me anythign yet. | want to see
my wife.

NURSE 5
Her name?

JAMES
Al li son Wakenen.

NURSE 5
I would have to talk the doctors,
ok, before you can see her. One
nmonment pl ease.

Nurse 5 calls Dr. Franks and he gives the ok. Tells the nurse
to prep himfor the room

NURSE 5
Conme with me sir. Gk, in order to
visit your wife, you nust go
t hrough the cl eanroom proceedures.

Canmera shows James washing up and putting the gowns on
FADE TO | CU

James wal ks slowy toward sl eeping Allison. He takes her hand
and sits on a chair next to her bed. It hurts himto see her
hooked up to all those tubes and a breathing machine. He pulls
her hand up to his face and closes his eyes. Allison slightly
opens her eyes.

JAMES

(Softly) Honey, don't talk. I'm
here and I | ove you so so nuch.
don't care how rmuch it costs, or
where | have to travel, | won't
stop til you come honme with nme. |
need you to continue ny life. |
can't live without you. | prom se
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you that I will search high and | ow
for a cure. Baby, | prom se.

A faint smle on Allisons' face let'r himknows she can hear
hi m

FADE | N:
I NT. COVWPUTER ROOM OF THE WAKEMEN S - DAY

AT HOMVE, JAMES CALLS MANY CANCER CENTERS, NOT GETTI NG THE
ANSVERS HE WAS HOPI NG FOR. HE BROWBESES THE | NTERNET HOPI NG
TO FIND A CANCER CENTER THAT WLL G VE H M HOPE THAT HE CAN
BELI EVE. WTH NO HOPE AT ALL, HE CALLS DR FRANKS BEFORE
HEADI NG BACK TO THE HOSPI TAL, | N HOPES OF GETTI NG GOOD NEWS

JAMES

Hey...Dr. Franks. Any inprovenments?
DR FRANKS

Vel |, Janes, we wont really know

until the chenp treatnent tell us.
| wouldn't worry so nuch..

JAMES
(Sad, serious face) Wrry? That
wonen is ny whole life, ny entire
exsi stance, the only wonen ny heart
craves, and all you can say is
don't worry? Wthout her, |I'm
not hi ng.

DR. FRANKS
You have two children, right? Well
you need to be strong for them and
Al'lison as well yourself Janes.
|'"ve been a doctor well [ong enough
to know what to say to ny patients.
It's the chenotheropy that wll
tell us, you, nme and Allison, if
there is a chance of survival. Now
take that bit of info, and rel ax.
W'l |l keep you inforned of any
changes, ok.

James, teary-eyed.

JAMVES
I"'msorry doc, |I'mjust under al ot
of stress, is all. | shouldn't have

come to you like that. I'msorry.
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DR FRANKS
Apol ogy excepted. | know the stress
| evel s your going through, but if
Allison is to have hope, you have
to have hope. Don't show her your
fears, show her hope. Hope is what
gets people through this. If you
show her there's no hope, her hope
fades and that's how cancer
patients die faster.

JANMVES
Thanks for the advice doc. Can the
famly, the kids visit her?

DR FRANKS
| don't see why not. | wouldn't
stay nore than a hour or two. Cheno
can wear a person out quickly.

JAVES
Ok, thanks doctor. Bye.

James | ooks at Allison with a sad face.
FADE | N:
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY

Day two of the chenmp and Allison is getting sicker. She's
gi ving up on hope and prepares for the worst.

James, Jake, Aggie, Rose, and G andma Wakenen arrives just
after the nurses clean up Allison.

JAKE
(Soft voice) Mommy! H nomry. Are
you feeling better? | made you this
get well card and daddy | et Rose

spit uponit. |I put it in the
dryer so it could be dry when you
read it.

ALLI SON
Oh, sweet heart, what a beautiful
card. My favorite card. | will [|ove
this card forever. Thank you
punki n.

Al'lison gives Jake a kiss and a hug.

GRAMDVA WAKEMEN



Honey, how are you feeling?

ALLI SON
Tired and achey. Thanks for asking.

Al'lison | ooks over to Janes and the baby.

Everyone i

ALLI SON
There's ny special girl. | want to
hol d ny baby girl.

AGA E
We just fed her, so she should be
just fine.

JAVES
I, just fed her. You know, she has
your appitite hon. She can scarf
down a 4 ounce bottle faster that
you can say...(Jake and Janes at
the sane tine)
supercalifagilisticexpialidocious.

n the roombursts with |aughter.

ALLI SON
Ww, did daddy teach you that?

JAKE
No, Mary Poppins did. (giggles)

JAVES
Yea, he wanted to wait til you got
home to watch it with him He says
when your home with him you two
have a mi ni novie night.

JAKE
(To Janmes and G andma Wakenen) Yea
and nomlets nme pig out on junk
f ood.

ALLI SON
Jake, that was supposed to be our
l[ittle secret. Now that the cats
out of the bag, we have nothing
nore to hide. (Jake (whispers)).

JAKE

Qops, sorry nom (uses his hands to

make a zi pping notion).
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JAMES
So, how ya feeling? | nmean are you
confortabl e enough? Can | get you
anyt hi ng?

ALLI SON
Honey, I'mfine. Don't worry. You
worry alot. Just don't worry too
much. 1If | need anything, 1'll ask,
but right now, |'m a-ok.

Al l'ison enjoys the conpany of her fam |y and hol di ng her
daught er.

FADE | N:
EXT. HOSPI TAL ENTRANCE - DAY

AFTER TWO WEEKS, THE DOCTORS FELT THAT ALLI SON CAN CONTI NUE
CHEMOTHEROPY AT HOVE THOUGH THE FULL TI ME NURSE PROGRAM SO
THEY RELEASED HER. AT HOVE, SHE WLL RECEIVE A FULL TI ME
NURSE WHO W LL TEACH JAMES AND AGE E HOW TO ADM NSTER THE
CHEMO- LI QU D THROUGH THE I.V. ALLISON IS TOLD TO TAKE I T
EASY FOR THE NEXT FEW WEEKS AND GET PLENTY OF REST AND KEEP
A " RUNNI NG LI ST* OF HER SI DE EFFECTS. SOON AFTER, ALLISON IS
G VEN A REST PERIOD OF A MONTH. SAYI NG BYE TO THE HOSPI TAL
STAFF, ALLISON | S HELPED QUT OF THE WHEEL CHAI R AND | NTO THE
VWAI TI NG CAR

EXT. GREENHOUSE OF THE WAKEMEN S RESI DENCE - DAY

During the resting period, Allison continues with her
pai nting.

Day break, start of the third week, at honme in the
gr eenr oom

ALLI SON
Oh, that's not gonna do. (talking
to herself) | need it to ook |ike
it's the actual thing. If they can
just grow. Maybe it's the wong
type a soil, or maybe | should just
stick to painting, sonething |I do
know. (Wal ks over to the garden to
exam ne the flowers) Buds, hum at
| east their starting to grow.

JAVES
Hey, there you are. Are you ok, can
| get you anything? (sarcastically)
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ALLI SON
Hon!

JAMES
Just ki dding sweetie. What do we
have here? (Wal ks over to her
pai nting) Ww, that's really good
honey. But | have sonething that
woul d make your day brighter
(Pulls sonme flowers from behind his
back) Ta-dah.

ALLI SON
Oh, honey, their sweet. Daffodils.
| love you. Thank you, your so
sweet .

JAMVES
I knew you need sonewhere to start,
since you can't get anything in
that garden to grow (sarcastically,
giggles) Sorry hun, you don't have

a green thunb. | do know that you
can paint your but off. So ta
speak.

ALLI SON

You don't need to boost ne up, |
know it | ooks bad. (Snells the

fl oners) These are beautiful and
just what | needed. Al this

nmedi cations is scranbling nmy m nd
so much, | forgot what ny favorite
fl ower | ooked Iike. (A sight pause)
Maybe | shoul d take a break. How
about we, take the kids to the

park. |I'm sure Jake is dying to go.
JAVES

Ok, I'Il get Aggie to come with us.
ALLI SON

Hon, just our famly this tinme, ok.
It's been a while since our famly
spent tine together.

James wal ks over to Allison and gives her a big hug and a
kiss. They walk in the house to get ready to go to the park.

CUT TO
EXT. LOCAL PARK - DAY



At the park, Janmes is with Jake on the playground and Allison
is on the bench with Rose, reading a book while she naps.

SYDNEY
(G 9)
Brian, get your butt off that sw ng
and conme here. That's not the way
you swi ng. Come here or I'll cone
and get you and you won't |ike ne
when | get there.

Al'lison | ooks up from her book to see who was screarm ng at
t heir kid.

Sydney and Allison's eyes neet.

SYDNEY
Oh ny gosh, Allison Monroe, is that
you?

ALLI SON

Sydney. ..oh ny gosh, how are you?
How | ong has it been? (They hug
each ot her)

SYDNEY
Chh, girl, your asking ne? Shoot,
about 15 years. Grl, | see you got
kids or a kid.
ALLI SON
Yeah, and | see you have a son
SYDNEY
And just as hardheaded as his
f at her.
ALLI SON

Actually, | have two, a boy who's 4
(points to Jake) and a girl, and
she's al nonst two nonths, and a 42
year old, but he's still grow ng
up. (Gggles)...I"mteasing. That's
nmy husband, Janmes over there with
Jake. Yea, ny |ast nane is Wakenen
NoWw.

SYDNEY
OChh, honey child, you married Janes
Wakenmen? Wasn't he that footbal
jock who was so popular with al
t he cheerl eaders? He was (eyes
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wi den) really hot then huh?

ALLI SON
He still is.
SYDNEY
And you are still so skinny. How do

you do it? | wish | had your
mat abol i sm

ALLI SON
It's not ny matabolism | have
col on cancer. (looking sad, slight
sm | e)

SYDNEY
Oh, I'"'mso sorry. Did it require
surgery?

ALLI SON
Yea, | just got out of the hospital

fromsurgery, they think they got
it all out and now I'mon

chenot heropy...at honme. Prety soon,
they say, I'lIl start |oosing ny
hair, so the doctor says.

SYDNEY
That's a good sign. Not the hair
| oss thing, but themletting you go
hone to continue treatnment. Let ne
tell you, ny nmom had col on cancer
and they didn't catch it in tine.
Well, they told her that she had 4
to 5 weeks to live. She was
like...oh hell no, you ain't gonna
sit up here and give ne a death

sentance, | got options. |'m
getting a second opinion, and a
tried and a forth, til I conme out
cl ean.

ALLI SON

So, did she get those opinions?

SYDNEY
Didn't even cone cl ose. She died
when the doctor told her hard
headed self would, 5 weeks | ater.
She was a very determ ned wonen.
Nobody could tell her anything. |
m ss her, but I'mglad she's not
suf fering anynore.
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ALLI SON
Ww, | do renenber her as being
very forceful and aggressive.
Renenber the tinme when you had a
sl eepover and she told us that we
had to be asleep by 10 o' cl ock? And
you said 'nmom at a sl eepover, you
don't sleep'.

SYDNEY
Ch, yea. | got ny butt tore up the
next day for takling back to her.

ALLI SON
You never told nme that.
SYDNEY
Grl, I wasn't gonna tell the world

that | got ny butt beat. Coul dn't
sit for two days. Un un, they knew
my nom was sycho. (They both | augh)

James wal ks over to where Allison and Sydney is sitting.

JAMES
Hell o! Ch ny gosh, Sydney?

ALLI SON
You renenber her?

JAMES
O course, she was Tims girl and
all he ever tal ked about. Ww, how
have you been?

SYDNEY
(1l ooks at Allison) Here we go
agai n.

The three of themsit and talk while Jake plays at the park,
within fullview of them

SUPER: " THREE WEEKS LATER®

I NT. WAKEMEN S RESI DENCE - DAY

M dweek, daytinme. Jake, taking an afternoon nap, suddenly
awoke crying. Allison rushes to his roomto confort him
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ALLI SON
Baby, nommi es here, |1'm here.
What's the matter honey? Did you
have a bad dreanf

JAKE
It was a nightmare nommy. | dreaned
that ne and daddy was at the
doctors and you were in the bed
with the covers over your head and
daddy woul dn't stop crying. Then

the doctor cane in and said..."'I'm
sorry, your nomis dead' . (cries
har der)

ALLI SON
No, no sweetie. See...nonmes right
here with you. |I'mnot going
nowher e.

JAKE
Prom se?

ALLI SON

(Hesitates) Prom se (Does their
secret pinky grip)

JAKE
K nmommy (w pes his tears away)

ALLI SON
Wiy don't we...go get sone
[ unch...w th daddy? Wat do you
say?

JAKE
Can Rose cone to0?

ALLI SON
Oh yes sweet heart, your such a good
caring big brother. OK Let's get
ready.

JAKE
CK, | gotta go potty first and I'1
be ready, OK nomy?

ALLI SON
K baby. 1'Il be here.

Al'lison just realized that she made a proni se that she don't
really know if she can keep



ALLI SON
| hope (she says in a whisper).

FADE | N:
EXT. A LOCAL RESTURANT - AFTERNOON

AT LUNCH W TH HER HUSBAND AND TWO KI DS, ALLI SON SEEMS TO BE
IN A WORLD OF HER OM.

Janes noticed her distant | ook.

JAMES
Honey, is sonething bothering you?
ALLI SON
No, sorry, I"'mjust in my own
l[ittle world. It's nothing hon,
sorry.
JAMES
Sonet hing is bothering you, | can

feel it. What's wong? Cone on
honey, you can tell ne.

Not wanting Jake to hear her talk, she leans in to whispers to
Janes.

ALLI SON
(Whi spers) Well, Jake woke up from
his afternoon nap and said he had a
bad dreamand in it...l was dead. |
didn't know what to say to him but
he made nme prom se to himthat |
not going to | eave...you
know. . . di e.

JAMES
(Whi spers) Well your not. Your
going to get better sweetheart.

ALLI SON
(Wi spers) | sure do hope so.
(Turns to Jake, smles) Honey, what
are you doi ng? (Jake is |aughing at
t he nmess he nade) You look like a
pi zza...veggie pizza (smles at
Jake and Janes) Wow.

JAMES
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Buddy, your supposed to eat the
food, not decorate you face.

All ook at Jake and find that he has food all over his face
and | aughi ng.

JAMES
Let's get you cleaned up buddy.
(Takes his hand and goes to the
mens bat hroomto clean Jake up) Us
men wll be back (m mcs the voice
of a robot, Jake | aughs nore)

JAKE
Yea, well be back (trying to mmc
his fathers' voice, giggles)

ALLI SON
My silly nmen. Go on, go on. (Pauses
t hen checks on Rose) | wish I could
sl eep as good as you do ny dear.

The waitress wal ks over to see if anything else is needed.

WAl TRESS
Is there anything | can get for
you?

ALLI SON
No...no, | think were fine thank
you.

WAl TRESS

(Bends over to get a good | ook at
sl eepi ng Rose) Ch, what a beauti ful
little girl you have. She's a doll.

ALLI SON
Thank you. | finally got the
daughter | wanted for so long. |
just hope I'maround | ong enough to
see her grow up. These days, |
don't think people take the tine
out to really appreicate their
children. Children are our future,
you know.

WAl TRESS
You got that right. I'mstil
waiting for the man of ny dreans to
come into ny life before having
chi | dren.
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ALLI SON

Yea, |I'mreally lucky that the man
of nmy dreans cone into ny life whrn
he di d.

WAl TRESS

So, how did you know it was hinf

ALLI SON
I just knew we were destined for
each other. It's weird really. Qur
eyes net, and that was the begining
of alifetime of pure, eternal

| ove.

WAl TRESS
(In aw) Ww, that's exactly what |
want .

Jake and James return fromthe bat hroom

JAMES
Al'l cleaned up.

WAl TRESS
Ww, and he cleans up really good.
Lucky you. (Wnks at Allison, walks
away and whi spers) Cutie.

Allison snmles.

ALLI SON
You are clean. Good job buddy!

JAKE
Thank you nonmy. (Al lison gives him
a pat on the head).

JAVES
(Looks at his watch) Ooh, | have to
head back to work. (Holds a package
behi nd his back) Got sonething for
ny flower...

ALLI SON
(Interupts) ...Janes,
honey. .. (Looks at the flowers with
| ove in her eyes) Sweetheart! Oh,
t hank you.

JAMVES
It was all his idea, and his al one.



JAKE
You |ike them nmomy?

ALLI SON
You sure know a way to this nomy's
heart, their absolutly gorgous.
Thank you. We better get these hone
and get them sone water...their
probably thursty.

Gathering their things together, paying the bill and headi ng
honme, Allison and the kids and Janes to worKk.

ALLI SON
Oh, the tip! | forgot to | eave the
tip.

JAVES

| left it hon. ABIGtip.

ALLI SON
Good, cause she was really sweet.
She rem nds ne of a young ne. She
knows what she wants in life. Have
a good rest-of-the-day at work.
(They exchange ki sses) Bye or
should I say b.f.n. (Laughs
slightly)

JAVES
Huh? Ch yea...Bye for now M silly
wonen. B.f.n.b (To Jake)

JAKE
Bye for now buddy (laughs) | |ove
you daddy.

JANMES
Love you too bud.

Al'lison takes the stroller and Jakes hand as they head out the
door homeward bound. Singing and dance wal ki ng.

CUT TO
I NT. DOCTORS OFFI CE - DAY
ALLI SONS' S APPO NTMENT FOR AN UPDATE ON THE CHEMOTHEROPY

Dr. Franks enters the room
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DR FRANKS
Good afternoon Allison, James. |
have sone terrific news and sone
good news. (Pauses) Wi ch would you
like first? (Sm|es)

ALLI SON
(Sarcastically) Such a hard choi ce,
what do you think honey?

JAMES
Un how about the good news.

DR FRANKS
The good news is...she is taking
wel | to chenot heropy. Cancer cel
counts are way down, about 40% and
wi th continued chenot heropy, were
hoping to eradicate it entirely.

James and Allison sigh with relief and smle.

JAVES
Ok, now the terrific news. (Turns
to Allison, rubbing his hands
together) Ch, this is gonna be
good.

DR. FRANKS
After we ran a biopsy on the
cancerous nmass the we renoved, we
found that it was, nore or |ess,
the 3rd and final stages of the
cancer, which we are certian we
caught it in time. You wll be
cured if the cheno continues to do
it's job. (Stands up to shake
Al'lisons' hand) Congradul ati ons.

Al'lison and Janmes junp for joy. Tears are flow ng, and
happi ness is expressed to the entire 2nd fl oor.

JAMES
| can't wait to...l"'mgonna cal
wor k and cancel all appoi ntnents
for the day. Ww...it's a dream
cone true...|l know, we should have

a party to thank all the people who
hepl ed us through this.

ALLI SON
You better be sure to invite Sherry
or she'll have your head.
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JAVES
Yea, she does scare ne a bit
sonmeti nes. (Laughs and hugs Allison
tight) Honey, we nmade it, | knew we
woul d. Thank you Lord, and everyone
el se who hel ped fromthe other
si de. Thank you.

ALLI SON
Vell, I'"mnot out of the woods just
yet. (Holds a pen like a
m crophone) But | would like to
t hank the Lord and everyone on the
ot her side, and nost of all (puts
t he pen down, | thank you, my | ove.

Al'lison and James hug each other with so nuch | ove.

FADE | N:
I NT. WAKEMEN S RESI DENCE - MORNI NG

JAMES | S AT THE TABLE READI NG THE PAPER AND DRI NKI NG COFFEE
WHEN HE HEARS ALLI SON SCREAM ( LI GHTLY).

ALLI SON
Ch, ny, gosh! My hair! My hair.

James enters the room Allison pulls the covers above her
head.

JAMES
Hon, what's the matter? Honey,
what ?

ALLI SON

( Sobbi ng voice) Don't | ook at ne.
Go away, |'mugly.

JAMES
Honey, it can't be all that bad.
What happened?

ALLI SON
My hair. My h-h-h-hair. (Sobs nore)

JANMVES
Oh sweet heart, let ne see.

ALLI SON



Allison sl

No, don't look at ne. | can inmagine
I look horrible. (Still crying)
Stupid chenp side effects. |'m

| oosing ny hair. (Shows James a
hand full)

JANMES
(Does the yuck face, quietly) It
can't be all that bad hon, let's
see.

owy pulls the cover from her head.
JAMES
Your still the nost beautyful wonen

in the entire universe.

ALLI SON
(Sarcastically) Yeah, in your
uni ver se.

JAMES
(Serious) In Gods great universe.
(Sm | es)

ALLI SON
Awe, thank you honey (w pes her
tears away).

JAVES
Hair or, (sarcastically) little
hair, or, no hair at all...your the
only earth Angel | will ever have

eyes for (smies, and gives Allison
a kiss) So, are you feeling good
enough to take a wal k?

ALLI SON
Yes, | think so, why?

JAMES
Because, (stands up) | think we
shoul d go shopping for the party
(Jokingly) and get you sonething to
cover up that done (smles).

ALLI SON
(Throws a teddi e bear at Janes) You
big goof. Ok, but...l don't want

Jake and Rose to know that they
have a bal d headed not her (I aughs).

JAMES
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k. Tell you what! 'l get them
ready and in the nmeantine, you get
yoursel f ready. OKk?

ALLI SON
It's a deal! (Kisses Janes)

JAMES
Ki sses Allison again and whi spers)
Soooo sweet you are. (In regular
voi ce) Meet us in the den (bl ows
Al lison a kiss (she catches it) and
wal ks out and cl oses the door).

CUT TO
SHOPPI NG MALL

(MJUSI C PLAYI NG

DURI NG THE

SHOPPI NG SPREE,

RECOWWENDS THE

SONG ' WALKI NG

I N SUNSHI NE' )
MONTAGE - THE WAKEMEN S HAVE FUN TOGETHER

--They go on a shopping spree. Janes takes pictures of Allison
trying on different, as well as his children tying them on.

--Allison gets different color scarves. Jake tries on really
bi g cl ot hes.

--James is holding Rose (facing outward) having her wave to
nommy and Jake comi ng out of the dressing roomns.

--They plan a party while watching jake stuff his face with
i cecream

CUT TO
I NT. BACKYARD OF THE WAKENEN S RESI DENCE - DAY
PARTY TI ME

The party is set outside and a beautiful, bright and sunny day
with no clouds in sight.

The tables are set with finger foods, drinks, napkins and
ot her party assortnents.

ALLI SON



Hon, did you get the daquiry m X,
you know how nmuch Sherry | oves
i queur.

James wal ks out to the patio to admre Allisons'
determ nati on.

JAMES
Yes dear, and | al so got sonething
for you too.

A floral service walks in behind Janmes bringi ng | oads of
perfect, yellow daffodils for every table.

ALLI SON
(Trying to hold back tears)
Oh- ny-gosh. Their so beautiful and
yel l ow. (Slight |augh) Ww, honey,
t hank you.

JAMES
At | east no one will ever forget
your favorite flower. (Stares at
Al lison as she | ooks at the
del i very) Gorgous.

ALLI SON
Yes, they are.
JAMES
No, you. You are so gorgous. | wi sh

there was such a wonen |ike you for
every man in the entire world. And
I got you all to nmyself. (In a sexy
voi ce) How sel fish of ne. (They
share a ki ss).

Sherry wal ks out to the patio, silently and listens in,
interupts at the kissing.

SHERRY
Ewe, get a room (Walks over to
Al'lison and Janes, hug) Hey girl,
hey guy...yea, if | say boy that
woul dn't descri be you, man. How are
you doi ng?

ALLI SON
Good so far. Thank you for com ng.

SHERRY
I wouldn't mss this party for 40
mllion dollars.

but
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JAMES
Way did you put a cap on 40
million?

SHERRY
Cause, if | was offered 41 mllion
or nore, I'd throw her a party in a
different part of the
world...like..let's say Cancun.

(Laughs) Heck yea!

MUSI C FROM THE
80"S UP TO
PRESENT.

More party guests arrive. The nmusic is playing and everyone is
havi ng a good, good tine. Dancing and sharing conversati ons,
playing with the kids, and popping party poppers at the end.

As the evening rolls around and at the parties end, Allison is
preparing for her finale speech.

ALLI SON
(Nods to the DJ to turn the nusic
down, clinking her glass) My I
have everyone's attention! (Pause)
As you all know, | have cancer of
the colon. Up until now, | had no
i dea of the nature of this disease,
and how nmuch it can affect famly
and friends. Although there is no
known cure, with famly and friends
i ke you by ny side (tears up), |I'm
sure, | can beat the hell out of
this di sease though |I'm not out of
t he woods yet, but | want to thank
you. thanks so nmuch for show ng ne
that |ife does not have to end so
rapi dly, harsh, and al one. You, ny
friends, ny dear...dear sweet
husband, ny two beautiful children,
you all are the true survivors.
(Everyone cl aps and cheers, sone
teary) | do, though this party is
about ne, but for you, want to show
our thanks (waves hands to
i mediate famly) and for the
ki ndness you have shown to ne and
nmy famly during this tinme of
trial, have a gift for each and
everyone of you (cries, James
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pionts the canmera to her) for the
| ove that you have shown ne, us.
Thank you so, so nuch. | |ove you
all.

Everyone cheers, and claps |ouder. Janes is taping Allison
gi ving everyone their gifts and getting hugs from everyone.

CUT TO
Sherry is the last one |left as she hel ps staff clean up.

ALLI SON
Sher, stop that. That's what they
are getting paid for.

SHERRY
Qoh, sorry girl. Black fol ks, well,
bl ack wonmen hate to | eave a ness
behi nd them Conpaul sive disorder,
I think. (Janes is | aughing,
| oudly, from kitchen wi ndow) Um,
t hat crazy man of yours. (Both
| augh)

BLACK SCREEN
SUPER
“FI VE MONTHS LATER. "
EXT. MJUSEUM W TH SPRI NG FLOVWERS BUDDI NG UP - DAY

IT 1S THE BEG NNl NG OF SPRI NG ALLI SON WAS WEANED OFF THE
CHEMOTHEROPY TWO MONTHS AGO AND HER HAIR | S STARTI NG TO GROW
BACK W TH NO SI GNS OF THE CANCER RETURNI NG AS | S BACK AT
WORK, PART TIME. ALLI SON WALKS TOMRD THE FRONT DOOR, WAVI NG
BYE TO HER CO WORKERS.

FADE | N:
EXI. HER SI STER S HOVE DAYCARE DRI VEWAY - AFTERNOON
Al'lison stops by the daycare to pick up the Kkids.

JAKE
(Shouts) Monmmy is here! Mommy is
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here. (dashes to the door) H
nomy.

ALLI SON
Hey buddy. G ve ne a big bear hug.
(Bends down to hug him Were is
you sister at?

JAKE
She's eating again. She's like a
bottom ess pit. She eats all day.
She's gonna get fat. (Puffs out his
cheeks and arns, then | aughs)

AGAG E
He's right! What do you feed her at
honme. . . pork chops?

ALLI SON
(Laughs) No silly. She eats that
organi ¢ baby food. | nust admt,

(wal ks over to the high chair as
Rose gets excited to she her nomy)
she can put away sone food. Just

i ke her daddy. That didn't cone
fromour side. (Both |augh).

AGA E
I"I'l get her stuff together.

ALLI SON
I"'mnot in a hurry.

AGA E
Staying for tea?

ALLI SON
Sure. Janes has a project deadline
com ng up and he says he needs to
get it done for one of his clients
bef ore next nonday, so he won't be
home til late. I think it's one of
t hose weddi ng videos he edits when
his partner nesses up. He takes on
so much responsiblity when Steve
nmesses things up.

AGA E
Is that the Steve that you two
tried hooking us up 8 years ago?

ALLI SON
Afraid so. He's really trying hard,



you know. He | ost Helen two years
ago and since her death, Steve just
haven't been the sanme. Poor guy.
Wdow. |'d hate to | eave Janmes a

wi dow, but | don't think I'Il ever
choose chenot heropy again. It

real ly harsh

AGA E
(Pauses, gets upset by her | ast
coment) So, you nean to tell ne,
that if the, God forbid, the cancer
comes back, you wouldn't fight
it?That's dunb Allison. How can you
say that? You have children for
cryng out |loud, don't they nean the
world to you? Gosh girl. (Shaking
her head)

ALLI SON
(Just as calmas her nature) Until
you actually go through
chenot heropy, you'll never, ever
feel as dead and as usless as with
any other disease treatnents as
did while on chenp. It's really
i ke being inside of a twlight
zone episode, with everyone running
around you trying to nmake you as
confortabl e as possible. Wen in
reality, you just want to die.
That's the honest truth. O hers,
who |'ve spoken with that al so
suffered through cancer of the
colon, said that they woul d choose
death over nore cheno treatnent.
Thi nk about it Aggie, if the cancer
conmes back, it conmes back ful
fl edged, spreading |like wildfire.
Wiy woul d anyone want to suffer
t hrough that horrible ordeal, just
to die anyways, in the end.

AGA E

| just got a little selfish, is
all. | just can't | oose ny sister.
(Tear up) You are the one person,
on earth, right now, who neans so
much to me. | just can't | oose
you...not now, not ever. (W pes
tears) |I'mon the outside |ooking
in, you are an Angel, a real live
earth Angel .
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ALLI SON
Stop it, your gonna nmeke ne cry.
(Cries anyways, both hug) You are
sel fish. (Laughs) Just ki dding.

JAKE
Mormy! You and aunt Aggie cry alot.

They grab Jake up to give hima sandw ch hug.

FADE | N:
I NT. DOCTORS OFFI CE - DAY

ALLI SON HAS A CANCER CHECK UP EVERY THREE MONTHS SI NCE THE
TREATMENT ENDED

At the clinic, Allison goes through the tri-nonthly cancer
screening. The doctor return to her roomcarring his
clipboard with a not so happy | ook on his face.

DR. FRANKS
Good norning Allison, Janmes. How do
you feel today?

ALLI SON
Great doctor. | feel so alive. My
hair is growning back fast.

DR FRANKS
I don't know howto tell you this,
so I'mjust gonna say it best as |
can. (Smle drops fromAllisons'
face) The cancer...has returned.
But with cheno...(CGets cut off)

ALLI SON
...No, Janes and | tal ked about
this for nonths and nonths. |
choose not to go through
chenot her opy ever again. You said
so yoursel f about 9 nonths ago,
that if after the cheno treatnent,
the cancer cones back, there would
be no roomfor survival in this 4th
stage of cancer. You said it
spreads rapidly and chenot heropy
only prolongs life, there is no
rem ssion at this stage.



James wal ks over to the wi ndow, softly crying.

DR FRANKS
Wiile you were in remssion, |
t hought you m ght have changed your
m nd. Most peopl e do during
rem ssion, that's why | had to be
certain.

ALLI SON
Thank you for your thoughts, but I
said to nyself, if |I ever had to
suf fer through cancer again, |
woul dn't do chenot heropy. Not a
chance.

DR FRANKS
There are other treatnent options
avai |l abl e. There's bi ol ogi cal
t heropy, radiation theropy...(Gets

cut off)

ALLI SON
...Doctor, I"'mrefusing all and
every treatnment to prolong ny life,
if that's ok.

DR FRANKS

If it's your wish, but | do believe
inliving as | ong as one can.
(Turns to Janmes) You have a strong
wi fe Janes.

James is silenced by the news he just heard. The doctors
advise is falling on deaf ears. Janes starts to cry silently
that progresses to a cry of hurt.

FADE | N:
EXT. WAKEMEN S FRONT YARD FULL OF GROW NG FLOVERS - EVEN NG

ALLI SON AND JAMES RETURN HOVE W THOUT THEI R CHI LDREN
ALLI SON BEG NS THE CALLI NG CF FAM LY AND FRI ENDS TO TELL
THEM VWHAT THE DOCTOR HAS TOLD HER AND JAMES.

Allison is on the phone with her best friend Sherry.

ALLI SON
Yep, that's what he said. It came
back only, it's spreading fast.
(Responds from conversation) No, he



didn't give ne the |l enght of tinme
it will take to live. (Cries)
Sherry, I'mso sorry. This is not
how it's supposed to happen, |I'm
supposed to live with ny true | ove
happy and ever after.

Janmes hears her talking fromthe kitchen and is so saddened by
her conversation. He drops to the floor and cries.

ALLI SON
(Hears Janmes crying) Sher, 1'lI
call you back. OK? Bye. (Allison
wal ks to the kitchen to find Janes
on the floor in an upright fetal
position with his head on his
knees) Honey, are you alright? |
know this is not what you wanted to
hear, but it's what we have to deal
wi th now. You have to be strong for
me, for Jake and Rose. (Strats to
cry along wth Janmes) | know...it's
not fair. Lifes not fair. There are
peopl e who are far off worse than
am | have the worlds nost | oving
man, | have two wonderful chil dren,
nost of all, the life I woul d nt
change for anything in the world
and if | could do it all over, 1'd
do it just the sane...(slight
giggle) well, without this death
sent ence anyway.

JAMES
But why you? Wiy not soneone that
dosen't have what we have,
love...true love. Life isn't fair,
especi ally when you, of all people,
do things by the Lord. In all ny
years, | have never seen soneone as
beaut yful as you. (Touches her face
softly, voice cracks) Wiy you? My
heart is breaking. (Continues to

cry)

ALLI SON
Wth the tinme that we have left,
let's try to enjoy it while it
| asts. Let's nmke happy nonents
| ast forever.

JAVES
When God let his Angels cone to
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earth, he gave nme the strongest,
nost beaut yful one.

FADE | N:
I NT. COWPUTER ROOM AT THE WAKEMEN S - AFTERNOON

Janes is calling around, checking out websites for infornmation
on cancer and their possible cures. Allison is asleep in the
bedroom having given her notice at worKk.

JAVES
Uh, yes, umhi. My nanme is Janes Wakenen and | would |ike
some nore infromati on on this col onoscopy percedure?

LI NE OPERATOR
Sure. Is this for you or for
sonmeone el se?

JAVES
Vell, it's for ne but for ny wfe.
My wife has the cancer.

LI NE OPERATOR
Has she had a di gnoses for col on
cancer?

JAVES
Yes, but the doctor said we should
get nore opinions for treatnent or
cures.

LI NE OPERATOR
There is an information session set
up for the 16th that's a friday.
Wul d you |ike me to schedul e you
for this. It is limted seating.

JAMES
Yes, please. Janes Wakemen. My
address is 5651 Ventage Circle in
M nneapolis M nnesota 55411.

LI NE OPERATOR
Very well, so | have you down for
the informati on session on the 16th
of April, 2009 at 2pm You night
want to bring a notebook and pen,
al t hough panphl ets are provided. Is
there anything else | can help you
with sir?



JAVES
No, no. You did a great job,
t hanks.

LI NE OPERATOR
Thank you sir. Be sure to arrive
early to conformyou seat. Good
| uck and have a good day sir.

JAMES
Thanks, you to. Bye.

Al lison over heard the conversation and wal ks into the
conput er room

ALLI SON
Honey, who was you tal king to?

JAMES
Oh, uh, that was the Mayo dinic. |
want ed sone nore informati on on
t hi s cancer.

ALLI SON
Honey, | thought we tal ked about
this. You know the | ast and fi nal
stage of colon cancer is the final
stage, right? (Janes nods his head)
So, why fight it? | have cone to
terms with it. You have to do the
same or it will kill you. It wll
only pull you down so far, that it
will be inpossible to clinb back
out .

JAMES
I (angry) haven't conme to terns
with it yet. This is not only
effecting you, but ne, and Kake,

and Rose. | know |'mbeing a little
selfish, but I won't |oose you over
some stupid disease. I'mgoing to

find as nuch information as it
takes to get sone answers here,
even if it kills ne. Allison, you
are ny whole exsistant. | can't
live ny life without you. | need
you here with me. I'Il never |ove
anyone like |I |ove you ever again.

ALLI SON
Dear, | want to stay with you too,
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but God has put, in his plans, for
me not to suffer anynore. Trust him
and his word. He knows what's best
for all of his people. (Pause) Is
it fair that some children, suffer
fromlukeima, only to die after a
| ong battle with bl ood tranfusions
and pain? Is it fair that some

babi es are born with fatal diseases
only to have their life taken at
just two days ol d? And what about
the parents? Their lives are turned
upsi de down instanly. But they
stayed strong for their children so
that their children would stay
strong. | need you to do the sane
for us. Please honey. You have to
be strong for the kids, if not for
your sel f.

JAMES
You are strong.(Slight smle) 1"l
try sweetheart. But, do you mnd if
| attend this information session?

ALLI SON
["l'l join you. (Smles and leans in
for a kiss) Ch, | |love you so nuch.

TO THE ROOM TO
MAKE LOVE FOR
THE LAST TI ME.
( RECOMVENDS THE
MJUSI C BY BOYZ
TO MEN, LOVELY)

CUT TO

Sherrys' house. She is watching tv and sipping w ne when the
cancer society announces to nedical uses for marijuana. Sherry
wite down sone information and the national phone nunber
hotline. Looking at the clock, she decides to wait until
nmorning to call them

FADE | N:
EXT. SHERRY'S FRONT LAWN GROOVED NI CELY - MORNI NG

RI NG NG PHONE, SHERRY LEAVES A MESSAGE TO JAMES AT H S WORK
KNOW NG THAT ALLI SON W LL NOT WANT TO TRY MARI JUANA
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SHERRY
(Beep) Yea, hey Janes, this is
Sher. | was watching tv |ast night
and, well, | could nt talk to

Al'lison about this cause |I know she
woul d refuse, but the cancer

soci ety says that the nedical use
of marijuana for cancer patients
was approved. | thought you m ght
want to take down their nunber to
find out nore information. The
nunber is...1800-555-0000. Hey,
your wel coned. Talk to you | ater
tell Allison our prayers are with
her. Love ya. (dick of the phone)

FADE | N:
I NT. THE DESK OF JAMES - DAY

JAMES RETURNS TO WORK TO CHECK ON HI S CUSTOVERS AND HI S
MESSAGES. AS HE LI STENS TO THEM ALL. HE HAS MESSAGES FROM
FRI ENDS SAYlI NG HOW SORRY THEY ARE TO HEAR OF ALLI SONS'
CANCER | S BACK, FROM H S CUSTOVERS EXPRESSI NG THEI R
SYMPATHI ES. WHEN HE COMES TO SHERRYS MESSAGE, HE LI STENS
THEN REWNDS | T TO WRI TE DOMN THE NUMBER. HE PI CKS UP THE
PHONE AND DI ALS THE CANCER SOCI ETI ES NUMBER AND BEGANS TO
TALK.

( RECOMVENDS THE
MUSI C FROM

DAVI D SANBORN,
THE DREAM)
PLAYS I N THE
BACKGROUND

WH LE HE TALKS
TO CANCER

socl ETY

FADE | N:

EXT. POSTMAN WALKI NG UP TO THE DOOR OF THE WAKEMEN S -
MORNI NG

Allison is asleep due to the pain nmangenent medi cati on.
James goes to the door to sign for a package with Jake by
his side and Rose on his hip . Infromation he waited for,
arrives. He puts Rose in the playpin and Jake returned to
his cartoon an tv, with the kids busy, he proceeds to open
t he package to find a small brick of marijuana, approved by



Dr. Franks. He continues to read it's instructions. Then he
pi cks up the phone to call Sherry for help.

FADE | N:
EXT. FRONT PORCH OF THE WAKEMEN S - MORNI NG

SHERRY ARRI VES 20 M NUTES LATER, JUST AFTER WORK, TO HELP
JAMES W TH TALKI NG TO ALLI SON ABQUT I T'S USE. ALLSI ON AWOKE
TO FI ND SHERRY AND JAMES PLAYI NG WTH THE KI DS ON THE PORCH
STEPS QUT SLOAMLY.

SHERRY
Hey girl, how you feelin'?

ALLI SON
Very tried and, wait...what are you
doi ng here?

JAVES
(Looks at Sherry) Well, | invited
her over so we can talk. W (uses
hand gesters to include the three
of them us, um..Sherry (nods his
head for her cue).

SHERRY
I know this is going to sound crazy
but, | had some information for

James...for you about pain
managenent for col on cancer and
decided to share it with him..you

t wo.

ALLI SON
(Turns her head slightly) Wat are
you two up to? Spill it.

SHERRY

Wl |l you know that ny aunt Kaycee
di ed of colon cancer right?

ALLI SON
Ri ght, and...
SHERRY
And, well, her doctor prescribed

this certain nmedicine to help ease
her pain and | was
wondering... (Al lison cuts in)
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ALLI SON
No, no way. | don't do drugs that
are not prescribed for ne. No way.
Marij uana? No.

JAMES
Well, it is prescribed to you.
asked the doctor if he could wite
out a prescription for you to try
it. Just see if it helps you with
the pain, for ne? Please?

ALLI SON
James, Sherry, thanks for your
concerns, but | don't do street
drugs. It's gross and to be honest,
very w ong.

SHERRY
No, ny aunt used it and swares by
it. Just try it. Al you have to do
is try. If youdon't like it,
(whi spers) you should, it gets you
hi gh. You don't have to conti nue.

ALLI SON
For pain control? If | get high off
this stuff, that's it. | wont do it
anynor e.

JAMES

Uh, honey, you will get high.
That's it's whol e purpose. To help
you forget the pain.

ALLI SON
Wll, howdo | do it then?

SHERRY
Grl, don't act |ike you never
tried it during college.
Renmenber ... dorm room nunber 2167
(Rai ses her eyebrows)

JAMES
You never told ne about that.

ALLI SON
| didn't inhale Janes, it was just
to fit in.

SHERRY

VWhat ever Al li.
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ALLI SON
| only pretended to be high cause
you all were acting |like a bunch of
goofs. And it |ooked kind of fun.
(Laughs)

Sherry takes out sonme ciggerette papers that she brought wth
her .

SHERRY
CK, so, you take the ciggerette
papers...two perferably. And you
lick one end, the end that has the
gummed strip, like this (Licks the
end) and seal themtogether. Sort
out the seeds and the twi gs from
the pile. Ch, wait. There are no
seeds of tw gs, what?

JAMES
This is grade A stuff Sherry.

ALLI SON
And how woul d you know about it's
gr ade?

JAMES
It came fromthe nmedical board
It's gotta be good. (Smles at
Al'l'i son, |ooks nervously towards
Sherry)

ALLI SON
How do | know it's not grade A?

SHERRY
It came froma pharmacol ogist. It's
grade A. Trust ne on that.
Sherry rolls it up and gives it to Allison.

SHERRY
Don't be shy, take it.

Allison is very nerves to try it.

ALLI SON
| don't even own a lighter.

Sherry pulls out a lighter, fast.
SHERRY
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Here, you can have mnes. (Sm |l es)

Al'lison | ooks at her |ike she just grew another head, then
puts the joint in her nouth and lights it. She starts to
cough.

JAMES
Hon, are you ok? (Aids to confort
her)

SHERRY
You gotta inhail slowy. Your going
to fast.

ALLI SON

(Regai ns her conposure) Wat, are
you an expert on the art of
snoki ng? (Jokingly)

SHERRY
Let's just say...| have experiance.
(Smles) Now just go slower, take a
puff, pull it away, and inhai

deepl y.
Al'lison does just waht Sherry said and exhail es.

ALLI SON
Ww sherry, you are an expert. |
didn't even cough that tine.
(Coughs, slightly)

SHERRY
It's going to take sonme tine to get
used to it. Just go slow at first,

then you' Il be on you way girl.
(pause) 1'Il go and check on the
ki ds.

Sherry gets up to go to the playroomto check on the kids.
Meanwhi | e, Janes and Allison are conversating on what to
expect of this '"new nedication for Allison.

FADE | N:
I NT. DOCTORS OFFI CE - DAY

At her appointnment, Allison is about to learn that the
cancer is spreading rapidly. Dr. Franks wal ks into the room

DR, FRANKS



Al lison, the cancer is spreading
rapidly. There's a chance it could
take your life in a matter of

nmont hs. Woul d you |ike to rethink
t he chenot heropy treatnent?

ALLI SON
No, doctor, | said | would never
put ny body through that again.
It's not that | want to die, it's
that | don't want to prolong ny
life only to suffer through al
t hat added sickness. God
understands, and | wnat you to
understand too. That's ny final
word on that.

JAVES
What would | do w thout you? (Gets
angry) You have to stop thinking
about yourself and thi onk about
your kids and you husband.

ALLI SON
Doctor...wuld you pl ease excuse us
for a nonent? (Dr. Franks nods his
head and wal ks out and cl oses the
door) Janes, | have a right to not
want to go through extra sickness
from bei ng chenbed up. |I'm no good
to anyone on cheno, | just lie
there and can't do anything. |I'm
not just thinking of nyself, I'm
thinking of ny famly. I'mgoing to
di e anyways whet her or not |
continue to do chenot heropy. Don't
you see? The nore | suffer, the
nore you suffer, and Jake and Rose
will suffer. | don't want themto
see nme like this. | don't want
their last nmenory of ne to be from
t he hospital bed, sick and dying.
(Tears flow from ALl i sons' cheek) |
| ove you. | wouldn't want you to
suffer throught this anynore than
you al ready have. Pl ease understand
this Janmes. You have to.

JAVES
(Tearing up) | just don't wanna be
alone. It's a scary thought, being
alone. 1 need you to get well.
(Wal ks over to Allison fromthe
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wi ndow) Gosh, | |ove you. You have
to al so understand that this is
vewy, very hard on ne as well. |I'm
not prepared to | oose the only
wonen | will ever love. There's
gotta be anot her opinion,

somewher e, sonebody knows sonet hi ng
about this. People have beaten

this, added extra years to their
lifes.

ALLI SON
James, I'min the last and final
stage of this cancer. There is no
ot her opinions in the |ast stage.
|'ve accepted that fact that I
don't have nuch tine on this earth
It is what it is honey. Understand.
Pl ease.

James wal ks over to the wi ndow and stares out blankly.

CUT TO

Aggi e house. She hears the phone ringing, and answers it.

AGA E
(Cheerfully) Hello! (hears Janes
tal king) What?, so how | ong? (G abs
her nmouth and tear up) You gotta
get nore opinions. (James talks)
But how, (Pauses) DAMNI My baby
sister. (Cries harder) DAWN (Janes

talks) Yes, I'll keep them for you.
Take as |long as you want. (Janes
talks) Ok, | will. Take care Janes
and tell Allison | |ove her...bye.

After Aggie hung up the phone, she sits down to get a hold of
hersel f. She checks on the sl eeping kids and goes to the
kitchen to get a cup of tea. At the counter she breaks down in
tears and snaches the coffee nug on the wall.

FADE | N:
I NT. ALLISON S CUBI CLE - AFTERNOON
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AT THE ART MUSEUM SHERRY HAS JUST BEEN G VEN WORD THAT HER
BEST FRIEND | S DYI NG SHE PLOPS DOM I N HER CHAI R, BEGAI NS
TO TEAR UP, LOOKS OVER AT ALLI SONS' DESK AND REMEMBERS THE
GOCD TI MES AT WORK. SHERRY BEG NS TO CRY HARDER AND WALKS
OVER TO ALLI SONS' DESK AND SI TS I N HER CHAI R WEEPI NG AS SHE
LOOKS AT THE FAM LY PI CTURES AND THE PI CTURE OF THE TWO OF
THEM AT THE AWARDS CEREMONY. MR CHUMERY WALKS OVER TO
CONSOLE SHERRY

MR. CHUMERY
|"msorry to hear of Allison's
cancer spreading. Um if you want
to take sone tine off, | can
arrange that for you? If you want.
(Trying not to nmake her anynore
upset) Wth pay.

SHERRY
Thanks, but | think she would
rat her have nme at work. She's like
t hat you know, she puts other
peopl e before herself. She's sweet
i ke that. (Pauses) You know, she
woul d say to me, 'Sherry (in
Al'lisons' voice), don't you take
time off just to cone and see ne,
make that noney girl'. (Cries
harder) |'msorry.

MR CHUMERY
I"'mgoing to put in for that tine
off for you, Sherry. Go, be with
your best friend. (Sm | es)

SHERRY
Thank you.

Sherry gathers her stuff and the picture of themat the awards
cerenony, heads towards the hospital

FADE | N:
I NT. RESI DENCE OF THE WAKEMEN S - DAY

ALLI SON I'S GETTI NG SI CKER AND SI CKER. JAMES SCHEDULED FOR A
NURSE TO COVE TO THE HOUSE, FULL TI Mg, TO HELP TAKE CARE OF
ALLI SON. AS SHE SLIPS I N AND OQUT OF CONSI QUSNESS, THE DOCTOR
RECOMMVENDED THAT SHE' D BE BETTER OFF I N THE CARE OF HOSPI CE.
THEY BRI NG OVER A BED AND ALL THE EQUI PMENT THAT SHE NEEDS
TO STAY ALI VE FOR THE MOMENT.



The nurse has just put an IVin Alisons' arm

HOSPI CE NURSE 1
She's becom ng dehydrated. (To
Janmes sitting by her side) Wen
this bag gets | ow, your going to
have to change it, seeing that ny
shift will be over at mdinght. Do
you know how to change it?

JAMES
yes, the hospice doctor scholled ne
inon it. So, what about eating?
wn't she die of malnutrition?

HOSPI CE NURSE 1
Well, we have set up for the
nutritionist to cone here for the
feedi ng tube introduction. They'l|
show you how to do that as well.
But right now, she's getting the
proper vitam ns through the IV.

This'I| sustain her until the

nutritionist gets here tonorrow.

They' || be here a 8am sharp.
JAMES

I know your not a doctor but how

| ong do you think she'll have to

[ive?

HOSPI CE NURSE 1
Your right, I'"'mnot a doctor, and I
can't really give you advice on
that. (Looks at broken hearted
James, feeling guilty) OK 1've
been a hospice nurse for over 14
years, and from ny experi ance,
wel |, just |ooking at her, | can
say about a nonth or two. |I'm
sorry. (Pauses) But she seens
strong. Very strong.

JAMES
(Nods his head) Yes, she is.

HOSPI SE NURSE 1
I know |'m not supposed to offer
this but, did you have di nner?
woul d you like ne to nmake you
somet hing? | can cook it in your
ki t chen.
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Janes and

FADE | N:

ALLI SON
(Alittle above a whisper) That
woul d be great, thank you. Hi baby.

t he hospice nurse | ooks at Allison suprisingly.

JAMES
H sweetheart. (Just gazes in her
eyes with a big smle)

HOSPI CE NURSE 1
Ok, what would you like to eat?

ALLI SON
I know | can't eat anything, hon.
SHe's talking to you. (Smles at

James)

JAMES
Oh, oh, sorry. Um anything |
guess.

ALLI SON

(To the hospice nurse) His favorite
IS spagettie wth italian sausage.

| believe there's sone noodl es and
meat here. You'll have to | ook for
it, honey go and help her find it

pl ease. (Smles at Janes)

JAVES
Be right there! Honey, did you hear
the nurse giving her opinion to ne,
you know...about the time |eft

t hi ngy?

ALLI SON
No. (Know ng that she did overhear
t hat conversation) No, | didn't
sweeti e.

JAVES
(Gves Allison a kiss) I'Il be

ri ght back dear, OK?

ALLI SON
(Jokingly) I won't nove a nuscle
(Smles, then closes her eyes)
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| NT. WAKEMEN RESI DENCE - N GHT
Al'li son has becone weaker.

ALLI SON
Janmes, when are Rose and Jake
com ng home? It's been three weeks.

JAMES
Their on their way. Aggies'
bringing them | don't know what |
woul d have done w t hout her help.

ALLI SON
I know, she's so sweet. W have to
get her sonething to say thanks.

JAVES
You know she won't accept anyt hi ng.
She | oves those kids. She'd do just
about anything for you, for us.

ALLI SON
I know. | hope they get here before
| need nore nedication.

Aggie just pulled into the driveway. Janes neets them at the
car to help get the kids out.

JAVES
Monmry was j ust asking about you and
your sister. She'll be glad to see
you.

JAKE
I"l'l be glad to see her too.

AGAE E
How s she | ooki ng?

JAMES
Bet ween you and |, she | ooks sick.

But don't tell her that, she feels
bad enough. Wth all those tubs and
all, she seens to be in an ok nopod.

They enter the house and head to the bedroom Aggie has never
seen her sister | ook so sick before and hesitant to cone
closer to Allison.

ALLI SON
Hey punpkin. Were you a good boy
for momry?



JAKE
Yep, | sure was. Mommy, when are
you going to get out of bed so we
can go to the park?

JANMES
Jake.

ALLI SON
Soon, | hope. SO, what did you and
your sister do today?

JAKE
I, we nmade you this get well card.
That's where Rose tried to eat it.
It's still wet, yuck.

Rose is asleep in her crib. James pulls Aggie aside to talk.

JAMES
Aggi e, the doctors said it would be
nice if we don't tal k about her
condition in front of her, although
she's a very strong wonen.

AGGE E
She | ooks so fragile. How are you
hol di ng up?

JAVES
Everyday is like a waiting gane.
"' m hopi ng and prayi ng that she

will get better and better, but in
reality, everyday she's getting
weaker and weaker. | just wish |

can have nore tinme with her. (Looks
toward his feet) The nurse said she
thinks Allison has two to three
nmonths to live. There's gotta be a
cure or sonething out there.

AGA E
Janmes, you'll only prolong your
recovery if you keep trying to find
a cure or get nore opinions. Look,
it is what it is and we can't do
any thing nore to change it. Your
going to have to come to grips with
it sooner or later. | knowit's
hard for you, but it's also hard on
me too. We had to watch our nother
slowy die right in front of ny eye
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fromthis disease. No one said it's
going to be easy. But tine, tinme
heal s all wounds. (Janmes nods his
head) | know, eaiser said than
done. | will help you through this,
I love her too, she's ny (Begins to
cry) only sister.

Janes tries to confort Aggie. Allison over hears her sister
crying, but says nothing, pretending to play wth Jake.

Aggie finally regains her conposure and goes into the roomto
sit and talk with Allison.

FADE | N:
I NT. MASTER BEDROOM OF THE WAKEMEN S - LATE AFTERNOON

A flood of get well cards and flowers, fromfriends and
other famly nenbers, line the bedroom The fulltine Hospice
Nur se show Janes and Aggi e how to change the col ost opy bag
and other m nor changeouts. The nedication is making her
nore and nore tired and sl eepy. Janes is always by her side,
stroki ng her hand and hair.

ALLI SON BEG NS TO CGET SI CKER AND MORE SLEEPY. SHE FI NDS
JAMES ALWAYS BY HER SI DE WHEN SHE OPENS HER EYES.

JAVES
(Slightly above a whi sper) Hey
honey, how are you feeling today?

ALLI SON
(Slowy) So, so tired. These drugs
really knock you out.

JAMES
So your not in any pain or
anyt hing, are you?

ALLI SON
No, sweetheart, I'mfine. | just
wish | could get out of bed and
take Jake to the park. | mss those
days.

JAMES

Honey, your tal king as though you
won't be here tonorrow.

ALLI SON



I"msorry dear. |'mjust board day
in and day out |ying here not
taking care of ny famly. It sucks,
big time. (Smles, slight giggle)

JAMES
Well we'll take care of you. You
just rest and enjoy a clear
consious. W are at your diposal.

Suddenly, Allison rolls over to the side of the bed to throw
up, as Janes catches it in a bucket, he calls out to the
hospi ce nurse.

JAMES
NURSE! NURSE, COVE QUI CK, ALLI SON
IS SICK

The hospice nurse rushes to the roomto help Janes and
Allison.

JAMES
(Wrried ook in his eyes) Wuat's
the matter with her, why is she
getting sick like that?

HOSPI CE NURSE 1
Not to worry Janes, it's the
medi cation that's causing her to
have an upset stomach. And with her
not eating much of anyt hi ng
anynore, it's only going to upset
her stomach even nore. (Turns to
Al'lison) W' re going to have to
i ncrease you food intake to help
stifle these episodes from
happening. (Al lison, with her head
in the bucket, nods yes).

JAMES
You had ne worried. | didn't know
what to do. | guess | did the right
think by calling the nurse.(Sm | es
at Allison, now |aid back in the
bed as he gently strokes her
forhead with a danp cloth) Are you
al ri ght now?

ALLI SON
(Whi spers) Yes, as long as | have
you by ny side.

James put his forehead agi nst hers.
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JAVES
(Whi spers)l'Il never |eave your
si de.

James kisses Allison on the forehead.

FADE | N:

| NT. MASTER BEDROOM - MORNI NG

DR, FRANKS G VI NG ALLI SON AN EXAM | N THE BEDROOM

Not | ooking very promsing, Dr. Franks pulls his stethiscope
away from sleeping Allison to deliver the bad news to Janes.

JAVES
Doc, what is it?

DR. FRANKS
I"msorry to be the one to tell you
this Janmes, but | fear that
Al'lisons' condition is worsening by
t he day. She mi ght not make it
t hrough the week.

Janes drops to his knees, folds his hands in his lap, |ooks up
towards the ciling wwth a blank stare, and lets out a huge
cry.

JAVES
My God, nmy God, no no no no no NO
No, no, no. (Cries uncontroll ably)
This is not the way it's supposed
to be. Please don't take ny heart
away. Pl easssseeeee....

Dr. Franks tries to confort Janmes, as he starts to cry. Aggie
rushes to the roomto see what all the conption is about. She
di scovers the Doctor and Janes in tears.

AGAE E
What ? Doctor...what's happeni ng?

Dr. Franks w pes away his tears.

DR FRANKS
It's Allison. She may not nake it
t hrough the week. |I'mso sorry. |

delivered both of her children,
know what a wonderful person she is
(tears up), I"mso very sorry. (He
packs up his bag and wal ks toward
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Allison lies in the bed notionless, but still alive.

t he door and says in a soft voice)
If I were you, 1'd gather the
famly together before it's too

| ate. (Wal ks out, sound of the
front door closing).

Janmes, each, take her hand and cry.

FADE | N:

EXT. WAKEMEN RESI DENCE - LATE AFTERNOON

FAM LY MEMBERS COME FROM TO SEE ALLI SON AND OFFER THEI R
SUPPCRT TO JAMES, THE KI DS, AND AG4 E.

James is in the kitchen making tea for the guests.
wal ks into the kitchen to find Janes hani ng over the counter
crying silently.

SHERRY
Janmes, are you ok?

JAMES
(Trying to regain conposure) no, ny
wife is dying, and there's nothing

nobody could do. |I'm hel pl ess, and
scared. This is the only way |I know
how to react. |I'm | oosing nmy best

friend, ny heart. (Turns to Sherry
for a confort).

SHERRY
(Whi spers) Cry Janes, cry...let it
out. You know I'Il always be here
for you. After all, (starts to

choke up) she's ny best friend too!

It's 8:40pm people start to | eave and wi sh Janes,
Aggi e their prayers.

NEI GHBOR 1
Janes, if there is anything | can
do, just give ne a call. I'mjust

ri ght next door. (Slight pause) If
it nmeans anything, Allison is the
nost beautiful person in the world
and woul d do anything for anyone.
She's a great person and |'m

bl essed to have known her. Take
care Janes, Aggie. (Closes the

Sherry

Sherry,

Aggi e and

and
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front door behind him

JANMES
Sherry, aggie, could you stay the
ni ght tonight?

AGAE E
Sure. Let me go hone to get sone
cl ot hes, be right back.

SHERRY
Thanks Janes, I'Il be glad to.

JAVES
Thank you two fro being her for
her. (Starts to tear up) She would
have asked you herself, | knowit.
(Sm | es)

Aggie calls honme to tell her husband about the overnight stay
and heads for her car. Sherry conforts Janes as she pick up
Rose, James picks up Jake for a group hug.

Wth Rose asleep in his arns, and Jake asl eep on the opposite
side of the couch, Janes presses play to watch sonme of his
home novies, with smles on his face and tears in his eyes.
Gggling at tines. after a while, he gets up to put Jake in
his bed and rose in her crib. He visits Allison in their
bedroom still asleep, he takes her hand and careses it, and
cries as he falls alseep with her hand in his.

MUSI C PLAYS | N
THE BACKGROUND
BY ?

FADE | N:
EXT. BACKYARD DAFFODI L GARDEN - DAY
SUN IS HGH IN THE SKY WTH NO CLOUDS I N SI GHT.

Janes left Aggie and Sherry with Allison and the kids as he
escapes to the darkroom

There, he devel opes the pictures he didn't have a chance to
because of Allisons' sudden turn for the worse. As he

devl opes the pictures, he finds one the nurse took in the
hospital of Allison holding new born Rose, Jake and hi nsel f
by her side as a happy famly. He smles at the picture then
hung it on the line to dry.



JAMES
(Talks to hinmself) She's so
beautiful. So beautiful. (Starts to
cry at the photograph, and in a
sightly el evating voice) Wiy do you
have to take her from ne? (Janes
gets angry, then slans the picture
base stuff(?) off the table) Wy
her Lord, why?

As he drops to the floor with his head in his hands. After a

slight pause, he |lifts his head and turn to the ness he nade.

He stares at the picture that was init. It seenms to be an
bl ur of something standing off in the distance behi ng
Al'lison's hospital bed.

JAVES
(Wping away his tears to get a
better view) Wiat is that?

He grabs the fan to dry it faster so he can show it to Aggie
and Sherry. Janes rushing to the bedroomto show them of his
di scovery.

JAMES
Aggi e, Sherry, you gotta | ook at
this. What is that?

AGA E
(Grabs her nmouth with the free
hand) Ohhhh, nyyyy, gosh! That
| ooks like ny nother.

SHERRY
What ? Let me see that. (Sherry
takes a | ook and gets freaked out
by what she saw and hans the
pi cture back with her head turned).
My hair just stood straight up.

JAMES
That can't be. It's just not
possible...is it?

AG4E E
Soneti nes, our |oved ones fromthe
other side visits us. |'m not
entirely sure why, but they do.

JAMVES
So, your telling me, that the dead,
sorry, the people fromthe other
side can conme and visit us anytine
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they Iike?

AGA E
Yes, especially when they know
their needed. | have this book

about what happens to peopl e who
pass over to the other side. It
says, if the people here, you know,
us, i s experiencing sone type of
trama or just sinply call their
nanme, they cone to you

SHERRY
Spooky. You know, | think my nom
came on day and sl apped nme upside
nmy head when | was puni shing
Wal ter, her youngest grandson. Yea,
sl apped ny in the back of ny head,
hard too. He was saved from a
spanki ng that day. (Al |augh)

AG4E E
No, serioul sy though, they do cone
when you need them but if your
mnd is closed to the fact, you
won't be able to feel their
presence.

They gather to take a | ook at the picture again.

JAVES
Ww That is kind of scary.

FADE | N:
I NT. WAKEMEN RESI DENCE - DAY

DR FRANKS VI SITS, AND AFTER H S EXAM NATI ON, HE ASKS JAMES
TO GO TO ANOTHER ROOM TO TALK.

DR, FRANKS
Janmes, |'mafraid we nearing the
end. By this tinme, tonorrow, she
w Il have | apsed into a cona and
the only thing keeping her alive is
the will to live.

JAMES

Wiy so soon, so fast? Most people
with this type of cancer, from what
| heard and read, die much nuch
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sl ower that this.

DR FRANKS
It's because of the chenot heropy
treatnments. They prolong their
lives because they took the
treatnment. It's too late to start
that for Allison now, it'll only
make things worse for her at this
point and it won't do any good
anynor e.

JAVES
So, (slight pause) should we say
our good-buys now? (Dr. Franks nod

yes) This is too hard, | can't do
it, I just can't. (Puts his head in
his hands) It's just way too hard
doc.

DR FRANKS

Your going to have to |let her go
Janmes. She's suffering because she
t hi nks she needs to be here for you
and the kids. Your going to have to
tell her to let go...and go with
God. (Puts his hand on Janes's
shoul der) | knowit's hard for you.
Allison is one of a kind, but don't
prol ong her suffering. She needs to
know that you'll be alright here.
James, you have to |let her go

bef ore she expires w thout her

knowi ng you'll be fine. (Janes nods
yes, but is still reluctant to say
hi s good- byes)

JANMES
Ok, doctor. "Il try.

Dr. Franks pulls out sonme obudsnen brochers and hands themto
Janes.

DR. FRANKS
Take care, good luck Janes. (As he
wal ks toward the door)

JAVES
Thanks. (He | ooks at the brochers)

FADE | N:



I NT. MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT

JAMES, ROSE (ASLEEP IN THE STROLLER), JAKE, AGG E, SHERRY
AND JAMES' S MOTHER ARE GATHERED AROUND ALLI SON' S BED
PRAYI NG

SOFT MJSI C
PLAYI NG VHI LE
THE FAM LY
PRAYS OVER
ALLI SON

FADE | N:

EXT. WAKEMEN S FRONT YARD W TH GETWELL BALLOONS AND TEDDY
BEARS - MORNI NG

PEOPLE WHO KNOWS THE FAM LY COVE AND GO, LEAVI NG FLOWERS
TEDDI E BEARS FOR THE KI DS, SYMPATHY CARDS, ROSERI ES,

Pl CTURES OF THE HAPPI ER TI MES W TH ALLI SON, AND W SHI NG THE
FAM LY WELL ALL DAY LONG

LATER

Dr. Franks is one of the last visitors to | eave. He gives her
a final exam

DR. FRANKS
(To Janes) Such an extrodenary
worren she is. Life has it's
cruelties and for nost who fight
aginst it, often |loose the battle.
I wish | could offer you solace in
this time of trial.

JAMVES
(Sad) Thank you doctor. It's good
knowi ng that | can trust you in
doing all you can for us. W are
i ndebted to you for all you have
done. | thank you, for Allison and
for the kids and ne. (CGets up to
give Dr. Franks a hug) Thank you so
much for being there.

DR FRANKS
Your truely wel coned Janes

JAMVES
You know, sonetimes | think there
i s sonebody, sonmewhere, with a cure
for this horrible disease and they
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just don't want to share it.

(Slight giggle) I know doc, | sound
crazy, but we nmastered flying into
outter space, extrodinary

communi cation technol ogi es that we
can conmmuni cate with peopl e al

over the world, and all w thout

tal king or |eaving our houses. It's
just hard to believe that there's
no cure for cancer anywhere in the
world. (Starts to cry) And for the
peopl e who suffer through this

di sease, the famlies and the
countless friends that they'll

| eave behind...unwillingly. It's
just not fair. It's just not fair.

| can't say goodbye, How can one
say goodbye to the life they only
know, the love that they only know.

DR FRANKS
(I'n a synpithetic voice) | don't
t hi nk your crazy Janes. There may
just be a cure out there and their
not sharing it wth the popul ation
yet. | often think that nyself.
Yes, | knowit's hard to say
goodbye to the one you |ove. MWy
w fe of 42 years passed away fro
the sanme cancer. | was just |ike
you Janes, scranbling to find a
cure, getting second, third, and
even forth opinions before the
cancer spread and took her life.
But, | did have a chance to say
goodbye. You need to nake your
peace with her before it's too
| ate.

Janes takes her hand and stares at her.

JAMES
She's so beautyful. | can't let her
go, | need her here with ne.

Sel fish enough as it sounds, |
can't imagine life without her in
it.

DR FRANKS
(Synpithetic) It hurts and it's
going to hurt for some tine Jnaes,
she's lapsing into a cona, and for
what | beleive, | don't think
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peopl e can hear once thay reached
t he comat ose state. Say your
goodbuys before it's too late. You
don't want to | oose the one chance
to tell her you I ove her and you
will be alright raising her
beautyful little Angels. She would
want to know that.

JANVES
|l can't. | don't want her to | eave
me.

DR. FRANKS
She has to | eave, she's suffering.
She's going to | eave, whether your
ready or not. It was just as hard
for me to say goodbye to nmy wife,
but I knew she was | eaving and
that's why you nust nmake peace with
her. Janes, by the break of dawn,
she wi |l have expired.

James lays his head on her hand trying to find the strength to
tell his beloved wife, his lifetinme love, to let go and go
with God.

JAMES
Do you think it would be ok if the
kids and | slept in the bed with
her toni ght?

DR FRANKS
(Smles) Yes Janes, yes. That woul d
be fine.

The doctor grabs his bag and equi pnent and | eaves. Janes gets
the sl eeping children fromtheir roons and puts themin the
bed next to Allison. He lies down in the bed and they all fall
asl eep.

FADE | N:
I NT. MASTER BEDROOM - MORNI NG

JAKE AND ROSE STILL ASLEEP, JAMES | S PREPARED TO SAYS H S
GOCDBYES.

JAVES
(Crying) Allison sweetheart, this
is the nost difficult thing for ne



to say, it's so hard for ne to say.
But first...(Miusic starts) Thank
you for giving ne two beautyful
children. Thank you for show ng ne
how to | ove, (Broken up cry) Thank
you for being in ny life and being
apart of nmy life. For those who
didn't get the chance to know you,
were m ssing out on a chance to

know a real earth Angel. | have
your two little Angels to | ook
after...we'll be fine.(Pauses)

Honey, (Cries harder) go now go
with God. He wants his Angel back.

James ki sses Allison on her forehead and says goodbye. Allison
comes out of the comm, just enough to smile and say good bye,
with a single tear followi ng. At 8:38amon January 3rd, 39
year old Allison passed away with her husband and chil dren by
her si de.

FADE | N:
EXT. LOCAL CHURCH - AFTERNOON

People fill in the church pews and peopl e scattered outside
and i nside shaki ng hands and huggi ng, renenbering the good
ti mes, show each other their pictures and their stories of
Al'lison as apart of their |ives.

THE PREACHER | S
PREACH NG AS
PEOPLE VI EW
ALLI SON FOR THE
LAST TI ME

(MJSI C PLAYS,
RECOMMVENDS SONG
"IN THE ARMB OF
AN ANGEL" BY
SARAH
MCLACHLAN)

FADE | N:
EXT. H LL OF THE CEMETERY - LATER AFTERNOON

At the cenetary, people gather for the final service. A stream
of tears, sad faces, and a day that no one wanted to see.

James is sitting on a chair in front of the casket where his
beautiful wife |lays. The Preacher is perfom ng the cerenony
whi |l e Janes breaks down crying holding Rose on his |lap and

78.
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Jake sitting next to him | ooking down.

PREACHER
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread, til thou return onto the
ground; for out of it wast thou
taken; for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return. In sure and
certain hope of the resurrection to
eternal life through our Lord Jesus
Christ, we commend to Alm ghty God
our Sister, Alison Marie Wakenen,
and we commt her body to the
ground (Janes cries loudly foll owed
by Jake and Rose); earth to earth,
ashes to ashes, dust to dust (the
preacher tears up as he nmakes the
cross synble on the coffin). The
Lord bl ess her and keep her. (After
a brief pause) The Lord make his
face to shine upon her and give her
peace. .. (everyone) Anen. (Pauses) |
would |ike to say, Allison was a
truly special person. She not only
had numerous friends, but
befri ended strangers and the
forgotten people of the world. Iv'e
known Al lison since she was knee
hi gh to a grass hopper (nourners
giggle) and even then, she would
give her | ove to everyone whom she
came in contact with. (Starts to
tear up, choke up) | guess Cod
want ed his Angel back. (Wpes his
tears away) She will be sorelly
m ssed by all.

The funeral director, wiping his tears away, whispers to
Janmes. Janes stands up to rel ease the one hundred white and
yell ow butterfies as the director picks up the brightest and
bi ggest daffodil and gives it to Janmes. Everyone pauses to

| ook up at the butterflies fly, then procede by picking 1
daffodil fromthe yell ow and white flower arrangenent. Janes
stands up at the podi um

JAMES
Everyone, | would like to thank you
for com ng here today. (Cries) |
know she's dancing with joy to see
that the world | oves her. |'m not
good at giving speeches I|ike
Al'lison was (Janes and everyone
chuckl es) but, | do thank you for



everyt hi ng you have done for ne,
Al'lison, Rose, and Jake. So...thank
you! (Leaves the podi um crying)

Aggi e takes the kids, gives Rose to her husband, and wal ks to
t he podi um

AGAE E
Everyone, as Allison's |ast
request, there will be a

cel ebration in honor of ny sister
this friday at her favorite park
The Fl ower Garden on west Arlington
street at 2pm If you'd like, you
can bring a hot dish or one of her
favorite deserts. Thank you for

com ng.

Everyone starts to go to their cars. Janes is |left standing
at the casket, very sad.

JAKE
Daddy, when will My wake up?

AGA E
(Looki ng at Janes, who's
unr esponsi ve) uh, Jake honey, why
don't you go with Rose and
(Husband) to the car, ok sweetie?

JAKE
Ok, but | want an answer soon.
(Wal ks to (husband) and takes his
hand as they walk to the car)

AGA E
(Chuckl es) That son of yours.
(Pauses) Janes, try to be strong
for Jake and Rosa. (She puts her
hand on his shoulder) | know it
hurts. (Starts to cry) But tine
shoul d heal all wounds. She wants
us to be strong for the kids.
(Pauses)

JAMES
(Turns to Aggie, |looks her in the
eyes and gives her a hug and let's
out a strong cry) 1'Il try, that
all | can give right now (Voice
cracking) My Angel, ny world.
(Wpes his tears) All | can do is

try...try.



81.

AGA E
(Above a whi sper) Take as | ong as
you want, we'll keep the kids for

you. Ok? (Looks toward the car) 1'd
better get going, are you going to
be alright Janes?

JAMES
(Nods yes) Yea, |I'lIl be alright.
I"mjust going to sit here with ny
wfe for a while. Thanks. (As Aggie
stands up to leave) Ch, and tel
(husband) | said thank you for
keepi ng an eye on the kids for ne,
and thank you too.

AGAE E
You are so wel comed Janes. |'ll do
that. (Starts to wal k away) Com ng
over |later?

JAMES
| don't know. | just may. Bye.

AGAE E
Bye! (Walks to the car)

Janes continues to sit there, starring at her coffin, |ost
in love, watching a yellow butterfly land on top of the
coffin, opening and closing it's wings steadily, but slowy,
before it flies off.

FADE | N:
I NT. ENTERI NG THE KI TCHEN OF HI S HOUSE - NEAR DUSK

Janmes returns honme, puts the daffodil on the counter, fixes
hinmself a drink, and sits in front of the TV. After a few
seconds, he reaches for the hone novie that he nmade before her
death. He wal ks to the DVD player and inserts the DVD into the
pl ayer, returns to the couch, and presses play.

A nont age of happy nonents of his famly and their friends
makes Janmes smle, |laugh, and cry. (Misic plays while he
wat ches)

JAMVES
(Whi spers) Allison, | |ove you! (He
continues to watch the videos and
soon falls assleep on the couch)
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DREAM SEQUENCE.

JAMVES | S DREAM NG AS | F ALLI SON WAS STI LL ALI VE. DANCI NG
TOGETHER, LAUGH NG, PLAYI NG W TH THE KI DS, RUNNI NG THROUGH
HER DAFFODI L GARDEN HAPPY AS CAN BE

James is smling in his sleep, then wakes up to the TV show ng
the end of the hone novie. He sits up, realized it was a
dream and starts to cry again. He noticed that the daffodil,
that was on the kitchen counter, is now on the coffee table,
next to him He picks up the flower and snells it, then
craddl es and enbraces it.

SONG PLAYS,

( RECOWENDS THE
SONG, DREAM NG
W TH A BROKEN
HEART BY JOHN
MAYER. )

James lies on the couch wanting to go back to his dream

FADE | N:
I NT. KITCHEN OF THE WAKEMEN S - MORNI NG

James fills his coffee nug and wal ks out to the daff odi
garden that's in full bloom Beautiful, yellow bright big
daffodils, swaying in the wind. He sits and enjoys this
wonderful site. He jolts up with an idea.

MUSI C ( SOFT
JAZZ) PLAYES
WH LE HE SI TS
AND WATCHES THE
GARDEN

CUT TO

James scranbles through his late wifes paintings, renenbering
the picture of the perfect daffodil that he once recorded. He
finds it, holds it up at face |evel, wal ks out to the garden

and conpares it to the daffodil in the mddle of the bunch.

JAMES



83.

(SIight whisper) Unreal! Ww.
(Looki ng at both, the painting and
the growi ng daffodil in the garden)
This is a naster piece. (He dashes
in the house)

Janmes is talking on the phone with the art nusune where
Al'l'i son worked.

( HAPPY MUSI C
PLAYS)

MATCH CUT:
I NT. MUSUME - EVEN NG
James stands in front of his late wifes painting, in the main
hal |, where everyone who wal ks in, first sees. He steps back
and smles. Rose, who can stand on her own, smles at the
pai nti ng and her daddy. Jake, tries to draw the painting in
his sketch book, smling at Janes as they nake eye contact.
The whol e departnment, of which Allison worked al ongside, is
viewi ng the painting, along with the whol e Wakenen and friends
famly. A silhouette of Allison is seen, slightly off to the
right, standing at the painting.

FADE OUT
END SCENE

MUSI C PLAYS, CREDI TS ROLL



