C.ILE.D

by
Kavuma Mat hew G Q

(C Copyright 2017
mat t qui ne@nai | . com



FADE | N:
| NT. OFFI CE - DAY

Spotl ess white and nodern. Light enters fromthe | arge gl ass
w ndow with a terrace overl ooking the | andscape.

Attached to the wall, a nonogram | ogo in baby bl ue;
" PaGan"
Happy parents, Healthy chil dren.

ALEX TRENT, 30, tall, dress shirt with fol ded sl eeves, khak
pants, scrolls through his phone.

KEREN TRENT, 29, slender, hair tied back in a neat pony
tail, black pant suit conplinments the white bl ouse, also
appears busy on her phone.

Alex tilts his head to the door.

KEREN
She'll be here.

ALEX
They said el even A M

KEREN
Only five mnutes have passed.

SUSAN, 40, tall, elegant, wal ks in the office.

ALEX
(murmurs)
Finally.

Susan reaches out her hand to greet them She then sits
behi nd the m ni mal designed desk and operates her conputer.

SUSAN
My nane's Susan, sorry to keep you
wai ting. W had an energency

nmeeti ng.

KEREN
Anyt hing we should be worried
about ?

SUSAN

Ch no, nothing like that. So M.
And Ms. Trent. You want to have a
baby?

ALEX
Yes, we already did the test. They
told us to cone today and see if we
qual ify.



SUSAN
(on her conputer)
Yes, let me just have a | ook at
your file.

Al ex | ooks nervous, he shakes his |l eg. Keren holds his
hands. She gives hima reassuring smle. Hs |leg calnms down.

SUSAN
(on her conputer)
Di abetes, high bl ood pressure,
myocl oni ¢ epil epsy?

She turns to | ook at the couple.

KEREN
That's fromny side of the famly,
t he epil epsy.
SUSAN
(nods)

These are the traits you want to
get rid off?

ALEX
Yes.
SUSAN
Well, | got good news, you do

qualify for the procedure.

Alex lets out a joyful sigh. He glances over at Keren who's
teary eyed with a wwde smle on her face.

ALEX
That's good to hear, what next.
SUSAN
We' || just need the sperm and egg,
t hat can be done immedi ately after
this neeting.
ALEX
Al right.
SUSAN

Have you thought of fertility
treatnment you'd want to use?

ALEX
Well, Keren would....
KEREN
Surrogat e.
Al ex is surprised.
ALEX

| thought we discussed this.



KEREN
| read they have that option as
well, isn't that true?

SUSAN
Yes, we do one of our safest,
actually, we nonitor everything
till birth.

ALEX
But Keren there is nothing wong
wi th you, you can carry the baby.

KEREN
| know, but with our busy
lifestyle, who's to say sonething
woul dn't go w ong?

Al ex | ooks at her thoughtfully weighing the options in his
m nd.

SUSAN
Should | give you a nonent to sort
this part out?

ALEX
s using a surrogate a better
option?

SUSAN

Absol utely, our carriers are the
nost experi enced.

ALEX
(reluctant)
Ok then, surrogate it is.

SUSAN
Have you deci ded on the sex?
ALEX
Boy
Keren nods.
SUSAN

(on the conputer)
Alright, the surrogate is an extra
$80, 000, bringing your total to
$1, 080, 000.

ALEX
Can | transfer it right now?

SUSAN
Sure no problem

Al ex pulls out his phone and goes through an application.



ALEX
| niti at ed.

SUSAN
Just a nonent.

Susan turns to her conputer, opens a new page, heads to the
t he RECElI VE PAYMENT PAGE

TYPES ALEX TRENT.
POP- UP: SECRET CCDE

SUSAN
Secret code?

ALEX
10131500

Susan types it in.
PAYMENT FROM ALEX TRENT SUCCESSFUL

Al ex receives a notification on his phone.

SUSAN
&, 1"l show you to your roons and
we'll get started.

Keren and Al ex get up to | eave.
Susan | eads them out.

| NT. HOUSE - STAI RCASE WALL - DAY
MONTAGE

A picture frane of a BABY is hang on the staircase wall,
foll owed by another picture of the baby boy now 2 years ol d,
anot her picture, this time the boy 4 years old with a

m ssing tooth next to Keren smling. Athird one is added
with the boy now 5 years hol ding his back pack. A fina
picture to the collection, the boy is now 7 years old, sat
bet ween Al ex and Keren as he blows the candles to the HAPPY
7TH Bl RTHDAY CAKE

END MONTAGE.

| NT. HOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

Alex is by the dining table busy on his |aptop.
We hear a car drive up to the house.

KEREN ( Q. S)
Al ex, are you hone?

ALEX
I n here.



5.

Keren nmakes her entrance to the dinning room Behind her is
MENDEL, 7, tall, skinny, wavy afro, t-shirt and hoodie.

He wal ks up to his father and gives hima hug.

ALEX

Hey, big guy, you're hone early.
MENDEL

| didn't feel well, | told the

nurse and they called nom
KEREN
(on her phone)
| called Dr. Fred, he said he's on
his way.
Al ex places his hand on Mendel's fore head.
ALEX
Yup, he's got a bit of a fever. You
go get sonme rest buddy.
Mendel nods his head and | eaves.
Keren gets an alert of her phone.

PARTY PLANNI NG 4 MENDEL.

KEREN
Shi t!
ALEX
VWhat's the matter?
SUSAN
It's Mendel's birthday this
weekend.
ALEX

It doesn't have to be exagger at ed,
just invite sonme of his friends
over and hire a clown, that'll do
the trick.

SUSAN
| guess your right. Let nme take him
sone wat er

Al ex nods and turns back to his | aptop. He then peaks at his
phone. Wth hesitation he grabs it and goes through the
contact list landing on DAD. He dials the nunber.

The nunber goes through with a couple of rings. Al ex |ooks
nervous.

GRANDPA (V. O
Yes?



ALEX
(on phone)
H Dad it's ne.

GRANDPA (V. O
| know, what do you want?

ALEX
(on phone)
.. I was wondering if you could
make it for Mendel's 7th birthday,
the boy hasn't seen his
grandparents and he's al ways aski ng
about you.

Si | ence.

ALEX
(on phone)
Dad?

GRANDPA (V. O
We are busy.

Al ex bows his head i n defeat.

ALEX
(on phone)
This is unfair, this is your
grandson, there is no need to be so
hateful. He's a human bei ng j ust
like the rest of us.

GRANDPA (V. O
Human?! You think you can play God!
In order to have a perfect child?
Wrd of advice Alex, there is
not hing perfect in this world! That
t hing you created has no soul, your
wife isn't even barren, you two
were just | azy because you're
bl i nded by the noney you're mnaking.
You shouldn't have married that
woman! But you nmade your choice and
we' ve made ours, stop calling us,
we want nothing to do with you or
your excuse of a human. Bye!

MENDEL (O. S)
Was that grandpa? Is he com ng for
ny birthday party?

Al ex turns towards the doorway. Mendel let's out a few
coughs.

Alex forges a smle



ALEX
Yes it was, he said he'd think
about it. Why are you out of...

Al ex receives a phone call. Mendel wal ks over to him
ALEX
(on phone)
Hal | 0?
SUSAN (V. O
Yes, M. Trent, | wanted to inform
you, I'Il be over in a couple of
m nutes, Mendel will be fine.
ALEX
(on phone)

That's fine, we have our famly
doctor com ng over any m nute.

SUSAN (V. O

You shoul d have talked to us first.
ALEX

The checkups ended when he was 5

years ol d.

Al ex | ooks over at Mendel, who's going through his |aptop.
He's nore focused to that forex trading software. He starts
clicking on buy and sell. Al ex takes over the nouse and
clicks DEMO ACCOUNT, then hands it back to Mendel .

Mendel continues clicking buy and sell on different stock
options.

SUSAN (V. O
Al t hough that's correct. Mendel is
the property of PaGan corp.

ALEX
(on phone)
Pardon? Did you say property?
SUSAN (V. O
Sorry, | nmeant to say concern, we
have to ensure that Mendel stays

heal t hy.

Al ex brushes his hand through Mendel's hair, he pulls out a
chunk of hair.

ALEX
(on phone)
How did you even know he was sick?
Call is cut short.

Al ex stands up in shock. Mendel hasn't noticed.



ALEX
Ker en?!

Keren rushes to the dining room

KEREN
VWhat is it?

He shows her the hair.

ALEX
Hs hair is falling out. Did you
call Susan? She said she's on her
way.

KEREN
No, | told you | called Dr. Fred,
he nmust be here by now

Mendel turns to them

KEREN
Mendel , honey, did you call Susan?
MENDEL
Yes, she told nme if at any tine |
feel sick, | should call her. Was

t hat w ong?

ALEX
No, not at all.

There is a knock at the door.

KEREN
That nust be him

Keren | eaves to go answer the door.

Al ex wal ks over to carry Mendel

MENDEL
| don't feel well, daddy.
ALEX
The doctor is here, he'll make you

all better.

Susan hol ding a nedi cal bag makes her way to the room

SUSAN
There he is. Don't you worry
Mendel , you'll be fine in no tine.

(turns to Al ex and Keren)
This will only take a nonment, we'll
need sone privacy.

She wal ks with Mendel to his room



ALEX
How di d she get here so quickly? W
need a real doctor.

ALEX
| don't know, hand ne your phone
let me call Dr. Fred

KEREN
"1l go check on Mendel

Keren | eaves the room Al ex makes the call.

ALEX
(on phone)

Dr. Fred, Mendel's getting worse,
how far are you?

VO CE (V.O
Who's this?
ALEX
(on phone)

It's Alex, my wife called you
earlier about comng over to take a
| ook at Mendel .

VO CE (V.0
This is officer Ben, amsorry to
tell you, the owner of this phone
is dead. He was involved in a car
acci dent.

Alex is in shock. Keren wal ks over to him

KEREN
(agitated)
The door is |ocked, | wonder whats

going on in there.

Al ex cuts the phone call.

ALEX
Dr. Fred is dead.
KEREN
VWhat ?
ALEX
Car acci dent, nust have been on his
way here.
KEREN

Sonet hi ng doesn't feel right.

ALEX
We're taking Mendel to the
hospi t al
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SUSAN (O S)
That won't be necessary

Susan reveal s hersel f, Mendel beside her.

SUSAN
Mendel s situation is conplicated,
"1l be taking himback to PaGan,
to run sone nore tests, he'll be
back next week.

ALEX
You have no right! That's our son,
this invasion of privacy wasn't in
t he agreenent.

SUSAN
You should have read it nore
carefully, after all, that's what

| awyers are for.

KEREN
Al ex, she can't.

Al ex wal ks towards her to attenpt and get hold of Mendel.

Susan in one swoop presses her hand on Al ex's chest,
throwi ng himacross the roomonly to be stopped by the wall.

Keren is bew | dered. Al ex catches his breath as he
conprehends what just happened. Keren runs to Alex to help
hi m up.

SUSAN
W' || be | eaving.
KEREN
Mendel, don't go with that |ady.
MENDEL
But she said she can help nme get
better.
ALEX
She's lying! W need to go to the
hospi t al

Susan turns to |l eave but is stopped in her tracks.

Mendel stands his ground firmly, Susan attenpts to pul
harder. It's no use.

SUSAN
" mnot going to hurt you Mendel,
we need to | eave to now

Susan slowy kneels to the floor as Mendel squeezes her
hand.
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Her hand is disfigured as she watches on in horror.
Al ex and Keren | ook on, astonished.

Susan pulls out a gun from her medical bag with the other
hand and slowy points it at Mendel.

Al ex gathers the strength to run over and stop Susan.

Susan pulls the trigger, the gun goes off just as Mendel
grabs her other armpointing it towards the ceiling.

He then grabs her by the throat pulling out her trachea.

Al ex pulls himaway and Susan drops to the floor. Keren
wal ks over to Al ex.

Mendel col |l apses in Alex's arns.

ALEX
You'll be fine.

KEREN
She' s dead Al ex.

Alex turns to |l ook at Susan's |ifel ess body.
ALEX

We've got to get himto the
hospital. W need to | eave now.

KEREN
"1l grab ny keys, what about the
dead body?

ALEX
We'll call the police on the way to
t he hospital

They wal k out frantically.
Susan's body is left by the door way. Her lifeless eyes | ook
towards the ceiling. They suddenly turn black with a neon
green dot making the iris.

FADE TO BLACK

THE END.
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