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FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE - PLANETA D
SUPERI MPCSE: " A. D. 2289"

The planetoid is closing in on Earth, which is in b.g. A
fleet of starships fromthe Crcle of Allied Systens is
headi ng toward the planetoi d. Conmmuni cati ons chatter bounces
back and forth between all the vessels.

I NT. STARSH P C. A S. MACLECD - BRI DGE

The BRIDGE CREWsit at their respective posts, which are
lined with touch-control panels. The red alert sounds. The
bridge crew stares at a hol ogram of the planetoid. At the
command post sits CAPT. LORENA SANCHEZ, 47.

SANCHEZ
This is Capt. Lorena Sanchez of the
Circle of Allied Systens starship
MacLeod.

At the tactical station sits CADET NILES M GAGE, 20.

GAGE
Hey, who do these asshol es think
t hey are?!
SANCHEZ
At ease, Cadet CGage. At ease.
GAGE

Yes, mR’' am

EXT. PLANETO D - SURFACE - DAY

A rock opens and a coblar (COncentrated Bl ast of Light
Anplified by Radiation) cannon rolls out of it. It fires a
bolt of light. The cannon recoils.

EXT. SPACE - FLEET
The bolt strikes the MaclLeod.



| NT. MACLEOD - BRI DGE
Sone of the instrunmentation touch panels flicker.

SANCHEZ
Return fire, M. Gage!

GAGE
Yes ma’' an

Gage touches a control.

EXT. SPACE - PLANETA D

The MacLeod’ s cannons rel ease bursts of Iight energy at the
pl anet oi d, disabling the eneny cannons. Qther |aser cannons
on the planetoid s surface return fire as the other
starshi ps al so open fire.

Expl osi ons rock the surface of the planetoid as the cobl ar
bl asts rain down on it. Another cannon shot strikes the
MacLeod. It sets off a small explosion on its outer hull.

EXT. SPACE - MACLECD

An expl osi on knocks the captain to the deck. Gage whirls
around in his seat and | ooks at the fallen captain in

di sbelief. He whirls back to his console and fires another

bl ast at the planetoid. He | eaps out of his seat and touches
a control on one of the command chair’s arnmns.

GAGE
Bridge to sick bay! The captain’s
hurt. Medics! On the double.

O S. MEDC
Ri ght away.

Cadet Bauers opens up a conpartnent near the exit and pulls
out a first aid kit. He rushes to Gage with it. Another

bl ast fromthe planetoid rocks the ship. The two cadets pop
open the first aid kit and look at its contents. The exit
doors open. Two NURSES, one a human mal e and one a robot,
rush to the captain with a gurney. Gage and Bauers gl ance at
each ot her.

BAUERS
It’s all yours, Gage.

( CONTI NUED)
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GAGE
Ni | es.
BAUERS
Li nc.
They shake hands.
GAGE

W' Il get through this, Linc.

The nurses |ift Captain Sanchez onto the gurney and start to
roll her to the exit.

GAGE
WIIl she be all right?
ROBOT NURSE
She'll be fine. |If we survive.

Gage returns to his post.

GAGE
| didn’t nmean to insult you | ast
week, Captain. You just want us al
to be our best. Now we’ ve got no
choice. | can't believe in this day
and age there are still people al
over the gal axy no better than the
tyrants we’ve all read about in the
hi st ory books.

BAUERS
You’ ve heard what happens when
t hese guys board, right?

GAGE
No prisoners. Are we gonna | et
t hese creeps attack our | ush,
peaceful homeworld, starting with
my hometown of Orbitropolis? To say
not hing of giving their own species
a bad nane?!

BRI DGE CREW
Hel |, no!

GAGE

W’'re too young to die! Let’s live
to see the gal axy!

( CONTI NUED)
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BRI DGE CREW
Hel |, yes!

GAGE
| for one want nmy own ship soneday,
i ke many of us.

BAUERS
| just want to retire soneday.

GAGE
So let’s protect our dreans and
def end our honewor! d, peopl e!
The bridge crew CHEERS.
Yet another hit rocks the MaclLeod.
GAGE
Spank their asses! | mean, return
fire.
EXT. PLANETO D - DAY

Cobl ar blasts rain on its surface, destroying nore cannons.

| NT. MACLEOD - BRI DGE

GAGE
Ramm ng speed.

The bridge crew stare at himin disbelief.

GAGE
Pull up at the last mnute in hopes
they' Il retreat.

EXT. SPACE - PLANETO D AND FLEET

The MacLeod speeds toward the planetoid.

| NT. MACLEOD - BRI DGE

The comruni cations instrunentation buzzes with the voi ces of
t he commanders of the other ships.



EXT. SPACE - PLANETO D
The MaclLeod races ever closer. The planetoid starts to
retreat.
| NT. MACELCD - BRI DGE

GAGE

Pul | up! Success. | hope.

EXT. SPACE - MACLEQOD
She turns to rejoin the fleet. The planetoid opens fire on
the ships again. They return fire.
EXT. SPACE - PLANETO D AND FLEET
Earth now |l oons large in b.g. A larger planetoid JUWS out
of hyperspace and blasts the first planetoid to space dust,
sendi ng a shock wave in all directions. Chunks of the
pl anetoi d richochet off of the ships. One starship, the
C. A S. Cossaner, is sent cartwheeling toward Earth by the
shock wave.
| NT. MACLECD - BRI DGE
Gage throws his hands in the air.

GAGE

What the shit?!

EXT. SPACE - LARGER PLANETO D
It JUMPS into hyperspace and out of sight as quickly as it
arrived.

| NT. MACLEOGD - BRI DGE

The bridge crew exchange confused | ooks. Gage shakes his
head.

GAGE
Al that for nothing? Wat kind of
universe is this?

Bauers | ooks at his instrunentation. His jaw falls open.

( CONTI NUED)
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BAUERS
Holy shit!

Gage spins around to face Bauers.

BAUERS
The Gossaner’s been knocked into
Earth’s gravitational pull. And she
appears too damaged to pull out!

GOSSAMER COMMUNI CATI ONS OFFI CER O S
Mayday! Mayday!

GAGE
Let’s go get them Prepare tractor
beam

He sits back in the conmmand chair.

EXT. SPACE - EARTH ORBIT
The MaclLeod streaks into Earth orbit. The Gossamer tunbles
into the atnosphere. The MacLeod swoops in front of it. A
tractor beamemts fromthe stern and catches the CGossaner.
A city skyline sprawls far bel ow
| NT. MACLEOD - BRI DGE

GAGE

Full forward thrust.

EXT. EARTH - SKY - DAY

The MacLeod | eaps back into orbit with the Gossaner in tow.

| NT. MACLEOD - BRI DGE
Gage sits back in the command chair.

GAGE
MacLeod to Gossamer. You okay?

GOSSAMER CAPTAIN (O S.)
A bit scratched, MclLeod, but no
maj or injuries. Any idea what just
happened?

( CONTI NUED)
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GAGE
(chuckl i ng)
Your guess is as good as m ne.
Capt. Sanchez is in sick bay, I'm
afraid. They say she’'ll be al
right.

| NT. GOSSAMER - BRI DGE

The instrunentation flickers. A CREW MEMBER sprays a fire
extingui sher on a flam ng panel. The GOSSAMER CAPTAIN, a
human male in his md-40"s, sits at his post.

GOSSAMER CAPTAI N
Then who's this?

GAGE (O S.)
Cadet Niles Gage, sir. | had to
take command to save both your
vessel and m ne.

GOSSAMER CAPTAI N
I ncredi ble, son! You won’t be a
cadet for long. You ve saved over
200 lives here. W can’t thank you
enough.

| NT. MACLEOD - BRI DGE
Bauers HI GH FI VES Gage before returning to his post.

GAGE
Li kewi se, sir. Al in a day’ s work.

GOSSAMER CAPTAIN (O S.)
Anen.

EXT. SPACE - C. A S. FLEET

The remai ni ng ships head toward Earth, their aft thrusters
burni ng blue-white. Loom ng over it in b.g. is ORBI TROPOLIS,
a space city inside a slow y-spinning double wheel.

EXT. SPACE - PLANET SI GVA NU

A junkyard world orbited by a horizontal ring of junk in

turn orbited by a vertical ring of nore junk. Between the
rings orbits the star cruiser Venturer. SUPERI MPOSE: "22

years later."



| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

Gage, now 42 with longer hair and sporting a goatee, enters
the bridge and sits at the command post. At the

comruni cations post sits stout, blonde-haired APRI L ROBERTS,
51.

APRI L
| ve encrypted a comruni que from
t he pl anet Rovel tus, Captain.

GAGE
Good job, Roberts. Let’s have a
| ook. April touches a control pad
and t he hol ographi c i nage of an
8-foot-tall alien blinks to life.

FLEET ADM RAL STI TO
This is Fleet Adnrial Stito of
Roveltoid Star Central calling the
Circle of Allied Systens. CAS
Europa has not arrived for the
peace tal ks. Failure to appear may
further strain diplomatic relations
bet ween Roveltus and the Circle. W
demand that you contact the
Rovel toid Star Enpire at once.
Fleet Admiral Stito out.

GAGE
Swtch off and save, April.

APRI L
Yes, sir. At the helmsits XAHNA, a
female froma planet of highly
evol ved pl ants.

XAHNA
Rovel tus. Last tinme | visited that
pl anet, 1’d just sprouted fromthe
bi rthing patch

GAGE
| was just a boy when | | ast

visited Roveltus, but that's the
[ ast thing on nmy m nd.

APRI L
What is it, Niles?
GAGE
My ol d acadeny buddy Linc Bauers
commands Europa. | even took his
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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GAGE (cont’d)
suggestion to get ny own ship when
| was downsi zed out of the Crcle.
Shi pwi de, April.

GAGE (CONT' D)
Attention, this is your captain.
CAS Eur opa has apparently gone
m ssing en route to peace talks
with the Roveltoids. So it’s off to
Rovel tus as soon as Chi ef Engi neer
Bal drica returns from Sigma Nu.

| NT. VENTURER CORRI DORS
PERSONNEL groan in di sappoi nt nent.

EXT. SURFACE OF SI GVA NU - DAY

A panoranma of junk spacecraft, robots and nyriad other junk.
The junkyard "dog," an exoskel etoned space creature, paces
back and forth nearby. Soneone tosses it a hunk of neat and
it starts wolfing it down. CELESTE BALDRI CA, 40, a

vol upt uous redhead, browses the junkyard.

CELESTE
Sone of this junk is so old that
it’s angul ar. None of the snooth
curves and sweeping lines of the
| ast century or so.

She spies an android kit and picks up the head just as a
human JUNK COLLECTOR appr oaches.

CELESTE ( CONT’ D)
Al as, poor Yori ck.

JUNK COLLECTOR
"1l show you a great deal. Even
cones wth attack node.

CELESTE
Well, he | ooks mghty newto be in
a j unkyard.
JUNK COLLECTOR
Oh, his owner was such a prick.
Clainmed he left himhere to teach
hima | esson. Can you believe it?

( CONTI NUED)
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CELESTE
OCh, how awf ul .

JUNK COLLECTOR
The only reason | bought himwas in
hopes of finding a nicer buyer.
|’ ve even been maintaining him

CELESTE
Well, friend, you ve got yourself a
new cust oner.

JUNK COLLECTOR
Hey, fetch a dolly.

The junkyard "dog" stands on its hind | egs and strides off
toward one of the dollies. Gage’s voice comes fromCel este’s
uni form bel t.

GAGE (O S.)
Gage to Bal drica.

Cel este taps the conmuni cator on her belt with her hand.

CELESTE
Bal dri ca here.

GAGE
Cel este, get back up here ASAP.
W’ ve picked up a comruni que from
Rovel t us.

CELESTE
G eat. More Roveltoid problens. Be
aboard shortly. And I won't be
al one.
EXT. SPACE - VENTURER

As Cel este’s starspeeder approaches her.

| NT. STARSPEEDER

As Venturer loons large in the main viewport.



11.

| NT. VENTURER ENG NEERI NG DECK

PERSONNEL scurry around as warning lights blink red from
various areas of the deck. Celeste pushes YORICK into the
engine roomon a cargo lift just as Gage enters.

CELESTE
So what’'s going on with the
Roveltoids this time?

GAGE
Star Central says Europa never nade
it to the peace talks. Yorick here
even cones with attack node.

Gage gives Yorick a once-over and strokes his goatee. He
si ghs.

GAGE
Attack node. Hope this is a good
i nvestnent of your share of the
petty scrip. How soon can we have
himon |ine?

CELESTE
Wth Josie’'s help, shouldn't take
nore than two hours. After which
I’1l be taking a nice, |ong shower.
| don’t suppose you d like to join
me?

GAGE
['ll take it under consideration.

Cel este shrugs and wat ches Gage | eave the engine roomwth
hi s hands behi nd his back.

CELESTE
Last chance, (Gage.
EXT. SPACE SI GVA NU

Venturer | eaves orbit and STREAKS into hyperspace.

INT. SHIP'S LAB

Cel este places Yorick’s head, with the scalp tenporarily
renoved, onto his neck. She extends one hand to 16-year-old
Science O fice JOSIE M NG who hands Celeste a small tool.
Wth it, Celeste places a chip in Yorick’s brain. Josie nods
her approval. Yorick’s eyes switch on |ike snow TV screens.

( CONTI NUED)
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Cel este fine tunes his opticals so the snow forns pupils and
irises. Josie pokes Yorick’s fingers with a tool and each
finger winces. Josie hooks Yorick’s brain to a conputer

bank.

CELESTE
Break out the chanpagne, Josie.

I NT. GAGE' S CABI N

Circle of Allied Systens nedal s hang on one wall, and
souvenirs fromvarious planets decorate the cabin. in a
bottle on a mantle contains a nodel of Venturer. Gage gets
up fromhis bed and eyes a three-dinensional picture of

hi msel f and Linc Bauers in their Grcle uniforns. Gage
touches on his wall com

APRIL (O S.)
Bri dge.

GAGE
Ms. Roberts...April...report to the
captain’s cabin on the double. I'm
feeling | onely.

APRIL (O S.)
Yes, sir.

The cabi n doors SLIDE open.

GAGE
Roberts, belay until further
noti ce.
APRIL (O S.)
(si ghs)

Acknow edged.

Gage quickly touches the wall comoff. Celeste and Josie
enter wth Yorick, who now wears a Venturer junpsuit.

CELESTE
Capt. Gage, Josie and | would |ike
you to neet Venturer crew nmenber
52: Yorick. Yorick, this is Capt.
Ni | es Gage. Gage and Yorick shake
hands.

GAGE
Wl cone aboard, Yorick

( CONTI NUED)
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YORI CK
Thank you, sir. It'll be a pleasure
working with all of you

YORI CK ( CONT’ D)
Cel este has fed ne all the
necessary data on Venturer and on
you. She installed a Rosetta chip
al so, so there ought to be no
pr obl em under st andi ng ali en

| anguages.
JOSI E
He’ Il nake a wonderful security
of ficer.
GAGE
That he will. You | adi es have done
it again.

Cel este bows.

JOSI E
Thank you. |If | nmay be di sm ssed,
sir, |I’ve got sone projects I'd

like to start.

GAGE
By all neans.

Josi e | eaves.
GAGE (CONT' D)
So, Yorick. Let’s take you to the
bri dge.
| NT. A VENTURER CORRI DOR
Gage and Cel este watch Yorick look in all directions as the
three of them head down the corridor. He occasionally
touches the walls.
| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE
Gage, Celeste and Yorick enter.
GAGE
Excellent. Yorick, this is Apri
Roberts, communications. April,
Yori ck.

April stands up and extends her hand. Yorick kisses it.

( CONTI NUED)
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GAGE (CONT’ D)
Here at the hel mwe have Navi gator
Xahna.

Xahna stands up and shakes Yorick’ s hand.

XAHNA
Good to know you, Yorick. My you
find working with these animals as
much a pl easure as | have.

YORI CK
| see. You aren’t an aninmal. You
must be a plant.

XAHNA
That's right. Never thought I’'d go
from ni ghtclub singer to star
pilot. Thanks to the captain. Gage
touches on a hol ographic star nap,
whi ch blinks on around the bridge
Crew.

GAGE
As for our mssion, we're headed
here. He points to one of the
countl ess stars on the map.

GAGE (CONT' D)
The Roveltus system This is Were
Capt. Bauers’s ship was headed.
since I’mno longer with the Circle
of Allied Systens, | don’t have to
follow their rules and regul ati ons.
A CAS captain is restricted as to
how much ri sk he or she’s all owed
to take. Has to send crew nenbers
on the dangerous m ssions. Cot
dul | .

GAGE
Ei t her way, |1’d ve hel ped Capt.
Bauers and ot hers |i ke hi msonehow.

I NT. CELESTE' S CABI N SHONAER

Cel este rinses her body one last time before touching the
shower off. She exits the shower and steps between drying
units on either wall. Once she’s dry, she reaches for the
ceiling and the ship’s conputer slides her bathrobe onto her
arns. As she ties her robe shut, she enters her bedroom and
touches on her wall com

( CONTI NUED)
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SHP S COX (O S.)
Venturer |Interplanetary Food Court.

CELESTE
Gall ey, Celeste here. Hey, send ne
a bottle of wine. How about sone
Arcturan nmauve?

SH P S COX
One bottle of Arcturan nmauve com ng
up!

CELESTE
G azzi.

Cel este touches the wall com pad agai n.

DR. BLACKW NG (O S.)
Life Center, this is Dr. Blackw ng.

CELESTE
Steve, it’'s Cel este.

BLACKW NG (O. S.)
What can | do for you, Cel este?

CELESTE
| just ordered a bottle of w ne,
and I was |looking for a nan to
share it with.

A small hatch opens in the wall to reveal the bottle.

CELESTE ( CONT’ D)
Wiy, here it is now

BLACKW NG (O S.)
| see. | can get away for awhile.

CELESTE
Il be | ooking forward.

Cel este places the bottle of wine on her table. She takes
two gl asses out of a cabinet and places themnext to the
Wi ne. She then stands in front of her mrror.

CELESTE ( CONT' D)
Ni | es Gage, eat your heart out.



16.

| NT. VENTURER CORRI DOR

DR. STEVE BLACKW NG, 45, a tall Native Anmerican man, arrives
at Celeste’s door. It SLIDES open and Cel este stands in the
doorway still in her bathrobe.

CELESTE
(sensual)
Come in and have a seat, Doctor.

Cel este | eans agai nst the inside of her doorway and ushers
himin, eyeing him He approaches the table.

BLACKW NG
Arcturan mauve. Bl ackwi ng sits at
the table as Cel este pours himsone
wi ne. She places his glass back on
the table and doesn’'t take her eyes
off himuntil she sits across from
himand fills her gl ass.

BLACKW NG ( CONT’' D)
So to what do | owe this occasi on?

CELESTE
Just thought we could both use sone
conpany.

BLACKW NG

Can’t say |I'mnot flattered.

CELESTE
Flattered. That's a start.

Cel este takes a sip of wne and Bl ackwing follows suit.

BLACKW NG
What do you think of our |atest
m ssion? Unl ess we find Europa
intact, the captain’s setting
hi msel f up for di sappoi ntment.

CELESTE
Yeah, yeah. | didn’t invite you
here to tal k about him

BLACKW NG
|’ m serious, Celeste. The take from
| ast week’ s mning expedition my
be handsone, but we all know it
wasn't worth the life of Crewran
M chael s.

( CONTI NUED)
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CELESTE
Nei t her was the sanple Josie
managed to obtain of that creature
that killed him But |’ m serious
too. It gets lonely out here
soneti nes.

DR. BLACKW NG
Don't tell nme. You d |ike a
physi cal .

CELESTE
Al'l right, in a sense yes. Don’'t
tell nme you never get |onely or
hor ny.

BLACKW NG
So you'd like to have a thing. Wy
didn’t you say so?

CELESTE
(chuckling) Wiy didn't | say
S0?

Cel este’'s wall com BEEPS.

GACE (O S.)
Gage to Cel este.

Cel este puts her head on the table. She sits up, gulps down
sone wi ne and goes to answer the call.

CELESTE
Cel este here.

GAGE (O S.)
| need you to report to the
briefing roomin 10 m nutes.

CELESTE
Be there in 10 m nutes. Qut.
Celeste returns to the table and
sl ans down the rest of her glass of

Wi ne.
BLACKW NG
If it has to be.
CELESTE
Just consider what we were tal king

about .

( CONTI NUED)
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BLACKW NG
Definitely.

CELESTE
Frustrated me again, didn’t you,
Gage?

| NT. VENTURER BRI EFI NG ROOM

Gage, Celeste and Yorick sit at the conference table. Gage
and Cel este each hold a cup of coffee.

GAGE
Since the Roveltoid Star Enpire and
the GCircle of Allied Systens will
be | ooking for Europa. So Xahna,
di spatch a warni ng buoy as soon as
we | eave.

XAHNA
Yes, sir.

GAGE
And renenber how anal -retentive the
Rovel toids are. Don’t vol unteer
anyt hi ng. Xahna nods.

GAGE (CONT' D)
They contact you, of course you
cooperate. Until then, lay as | ow
as possible. Only as a last resort
do we want to waste our precious
time filling out their dam
bur eaucrati c paperworKk.

CELESTE
Anen.

GAGE
And, Yorick, ny friend. W of
course are bringing you on your
first mssion with us in case of
any life-threatening circunstances.

YORI CK
Under st ood, sir.

GAGE
| just hope we aren’t throw ng you
to the wol ves. W’ ve got no idea
what’ s happened to Europa. Any
guesti ons?

( CONTI NUED)
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XAHNA
| think you ve covered everything.

GAGE
Al right. Let’s go.

I NT. A VENTURER CORRI DOR

Xahna and Bl ackwi ng escort Gage, Celeste and Yorick to the
st ar speeder hangar.

BLACKW NG
Have a safe trip.

CELESTE
Cone here, you big |ug.

Cel est e hugs Bl ackw ng.

CELESTE ( CONT’ D)
VW' Il pick up where we left off
when we get back

BLACKW NG
Count on it.

GAGE
Al right, everyone. W’ Il be back
as soon as possi bl e.
Gage, Celeste and Yorick enter the hangar. Xahna and
Bl ackwi ng stand by as it SLIDES shut.
EXT. VENTURER | N SPACE

As the starspeeder |aunches fromthe hangar.

| NT. STARSPEEDER

Gage pilots the craft as Celeste and Yorick man the other
stati ons.

YORI CK
So you and Capt. Bauers net at the
Circle Space Acadeny.

GAGE
Sure did. Aboard the MaclLeod .

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 20.

YORI CK
So there’s been all this tension
bet ween Roveltus and the Crcle
ever since that incident in which
some CAS astronauts boarded a
Rovel toid ship and accidentally
killed the passengers and crew by
trying to wake themfromtheir
hi bernati on cycl e.

GAGE
And they won't let the GCrcle
forget it.

Gage gives his controls a puzzled | ook.

GAGE (CONT' D)
My instrunmentation’s acting up. My
gauges are runni ng backwards. O
running too fast.

CELESTE
My chrononeter’s sl ow ng down. And
| recently recalibrated everything.
The st arspeeder buckl es.

Gage tightens his grip on the controls.

GAGE
Whoa! What’'s going on? Cel este
exam nes her instrunentation.

CELESTE
So far, tenporal distortion.

GAGE
| can’t seemto steer. Cone on
work with ne here.
The starfield ahead starts to spin like a giant whirl pool as
Gage fights with the controls.
EXT. STARSPEEDER | N SPACE

It starts to tunble toward the spinning starfield.



21.

| NT. STARSPEEDER

Gage | ooks at one of his scopes.

GAGE
Met eor shower closing in on port
si de.
YORI CK
| think we'll always renmenber this
m ssi on.
GAGE
Let’ s see what happens on
aut opi | ot .

Yorick opens his nouth to say sonething, but he suddenly
starts noving very rapidly. Instead of words, all that cones
out of his nouth is a chattering sound |ike a recorder

rew nding. His arns shake wildly and his pupils briefly
break up into snowy imges. Gage | ooks surprised.

GAGE (CONT' D)
What’ s wong, Yorick?!

YORI CK

(voi ce sl owed down)
| --dooon’t --knooow.

EXT STARSPEEDER | N SPACE

The starfield spins even faster.

| NT. STARSPEEDER

Cel este’s chrononeter runs so fast that it finally
short-circuits. Its glass casing pops out.

EXT. SPACE

As it turns into an imrense spiral into which the
st ar speeder PLUNGES.

EXT. SURFACE OF PLANET RYGON PRI ME - DAY

Gage’ s eyes suddenly snap open. He springs to his feet and
whirls around to find Celeste standing up a few feet away.

( CONTI NUED)
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CELESTE
VWhere the hell are we? \Were's the
st ar speeder ?

GAGE
| don’t know, but this place
doesn’t look famliar, does it?

Gage and Cel este | ook around themto see an alien city.
THREE- JAWED CREATURES m || around, sone wal ki ng ot her
speci es of aliens on | eashes. Huge rocks, dotted with

w ndows, loomin the sky topped with additional
architecture. Each rock is connected to the ground with a
beam of light. A gondola-like vehicle clinbs one beam

Hol ogr ahphi ¢ bill boards, sone on the sides of skyscrapers,
dot the cityscape. Al of them show an ornately-dressed

t hree-jawed creature spouting alien-invasion paranoi a.

CELESTE
Gage, | ook.

Two of the three-jawed creatures |line an alien of another
speci es against the wall of a building and SHOOT it to death
wi t h photoni c weapons. Cel este GASPS.

GAGE
VWhat the hell?! What is this?

Gage and Celeste turn to find a handful of three-jawed
creatures pointing weapons at them

GAGE (CONT’ D)
Capt. Niles Gage Earthship
Vent urer.

ENFORCER #1
Tell it to H s Excellency, Rygon.

GAGE
Wul d he by any chance know how we
got here? Any of you? There was
anot her of us, but sonehow we’ve
gotten split up

ENFORCER #1
Thi s way.

The Enforcers escort Gage and Celeste to one of the
gondol as. Everyone clinbs in and the gondol a heads up to one
of the rocks in the sky. Gage and Cel este take in the
skyline. It’s lined with buildings of all different sizes
and dotted with small flying craft.
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GAGE
So why was that creature executed
just before you found us?

ENFORCER #1

It was a threat to our world order
CELESTE

How?
ENFORCER #1

It gave other outworlders ideas
about rebelling against Rygon.

GAGE
And why would it have a problem
wi th Rygon?

ENFORCER #1

It invaded our world. It cane the
sane way you did. Qut of the sky.
W put it inits place in the name

of Rygon.

GAGE
Can't wait to neet him Just can't
wait .

ENFORCER #2

Maybe we ought to execute themtoo.
Enf orcer #1 shakes hi s head.

| NT. SKY FORTRESS

The gondola slows to a stop and its hatch opens. The
Enforcers escort Gage and Celeste into a sprawling atrium
decorated with what appears to be statues of various alien
life forms, as well as nore three-jawed creatures. Many have
| ooks of fear or agony frozen on their faces.

ENFORCER #1
These statues used to be living
bei ngs before they opposed Rygon.

ENFORCER #2
That one is, or | should say, was,
Rygon’ s st epfat her.

GAGE

|"ve got a bad feeling about the
decorator, nuch |ess Rygon.
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CELESTE
You aren’t al one.

ENFORCER #1
Here he is. The Enforcers | ead Gage
and Celeste to RYGON, a three-jawed
Rygoni an MALE who clinbs to the top
of a staircase that |ead sup into
the room MARDONA, the rough
equi val ent of a 14-year-old femal e,
fl anks him

ENFORCER #1 ( CONT’ D)
Rygon, Your Em nence. W found
these creatures in the open city.

RYGON
You may get up. Enforcer #1 stands
up and faces Gage and Cel este.

GAGE
So you’'re Rygon. Fromthe
bi I | boards.
RYGON
The very one. Wl cone to Rygon
Prinme.
GAGE

Not a warm wel cone.

RYGON
What do you think, Mardona?
MARDONA, the young femnal e, clutches
Rygon’s arm

MARDONA
More humans. |’ve al ready got sone
of them

GAGE

What ? Ot her humans on this worl d?
And you’ ve got sone of thenf!

RYGON
They i nvaded Rygon Prine.

GAGE
Look. I'"'m Capt. Niles Gage of the
Eart hship Venturer. Sone of the
people we’re searching for are
human. But now we al so need to find
our ship and one of nmy crew and

( MORE)
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GAGE (cont’d)
then we can | eave. Any idea how we
got here?

RYGON
A vague idea, but now that you're
here, you can join your own kind.
And many ot her ki nds.

GAGE
Were are they?

RYGON
Many of them are at the Pound,
where they’ re bought and sold as
pets.

CELESTE
Pet s?! What the hell ?!

RYGON
And sone of themare taken to the
noon of Rygon 2. Gage steps forward
and Enforcer #1 gets in his way.

GAGE
Look, Rygon of Rygon Prine. |'m
here on a m ssion of peace. In ny
corner of the gal axy, peace depends
on bringing those people back. Then
we just want to go hone!

RYGON
The peopl e of Rygon Prine don't
cooperate with you freakish
outworl ders. W don’t negotiate
wi th invaders.

GAGE
| nvader s?! W never even knew of
this place.

CELESTE
And | wish we still didn't!

RYGON
Take themto the Pound and the
other to Rygon 2.

GAGE

Now wait a mnute! | didn't cone
here to kiss your dictatorial ass!
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CELESTE
G ve himhell, Gage!

The Enforcers grab Gage and Cel este and drag them Rygon and
Mar dona | augh.

GAGE
We aren’t even ar ned!

CELESTE
What are you people afraid of ?!

MARDONA
|’mactually glad ny parents failed
to pay their taxes, Rygon.
O herwise | wouldn't be here wth
you now as col |l ateral

RYGON

And you' re the best collateral |’ve
ever collected.

EXT. SPACE - A STARLESS VA D

The starspeeder cruises anong a variety of ships drifting
unmanned.

| NT. STARSPEEDER

The starspeeder |og runs on one screen, show ng Gage and
Cel este fading away right after the starspeeder plunges into
t he cosm c whirl pool.

EXT. SPACE - UNMANNED ALI EN SHI PS

The starspeeder weaves between two of the alien vessels and
appr oaches anot her shi p.

| NT. STARSPEEDER

Yorick touches on a scanner. It magnifies the outer hull of
the other ship. The naneplate reads: C A S. EUROPA. Yorick

cl enches a fist.

YORI CK
Eur eka!
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| NT. THE POUND - RYGON PRI ME

A subterranean conplex lined with corridors of cells
contai ni ng outworl ders behind a transparent blue-tinted
forcefield. Two KEEPERS escort (Gage and Celeste to a cell

GAGE
So Rygon didn't like his stepdad?

KEEPER #1
H s nother had nore than one
stepfather. What you saw was the
| at est .

GAGE
And as free-thinkers tried to
oppose Rygon, he did nore and nore
interior decorating. The Keepers
stop at an occupi ed cell

KEEPER #2
W thought we’'d | et you see one of
your own ki nd before placing you in
your own cel |

GAGE
(sarcastic)
How t hought ful of you.

Keeper #1 touches a panel next to the cell threshold and the
forcefield DI SAPPEARS. They push Gage into the cell and turn
the forcelfield back on. Gage and gets up to his feet and
cones face to face with a M DDLE- AGED BLACK WOMAN. The
Keepers drag Cel este further down the corridor.

GAGE
Where are you taking her? Hey!

He turns back around to the wonman.

GAGE (CONT' D)
| know you. You' re the President of
the Grcle.

PRESI DENT
Captain Nl es Gage?

Gage nods.
GAGE

Are you all right, Madane
Pr esi dent ?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 28.

PRESI DENT
Consi dering the circunstances, yes.

GAGE
Where’'re the rest of the Europa
passengers and crew?

PRESI DENT
Scattered. Sone are here in
separate cells and sone have
al ready been sold as donestic pets
or sl aves.

GAGE
The bast ar ds!

GAGE ( CONT’ D)
Capt. Bauers. Were is he?

The President slowy turns away and | owers her head.

GAGE (CONT' D)
Madanme Presi dent?

She Iifts her head but doesn’'t turn back around.

PRESI DENT
He | ed an escape attenpt. It
failed. He hijacked a vehicle and
Rygon hinself blew it up. Gage
stares in disbelief and slowy
shakes hi s head.

Cel este covers her nouth.

GAGE
| mthe godfather of his children.

He picks up a chair and throws it at the forcefield. It
stretches the forcefield and then bounces back.

GAGE (CONT' D)
| mthe godfather of his children!
The President bursts into tears and
rushes up to Gage.

PRESI DENT
Captain! Listen to ne!

GAGE
Where’s Rygon?! |1’ mgonna burn this
shit hole down first, then Rygon’s

fortress!
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The President shakes (age.

PRESI DENT
Pul'l yourself together! This is why
Capt. Bauers was transporting us to
t he peace tal ks. So our worlds
don’'t have to be like this one.
W' ve got to try and finish his --
our wor K.

GAGE

You're right. And I'Il be there to
make sure there’ s peace in our
sector. Not |ike this God-forsaken
excuse for a planet. Someday soon
the Circle of Allied Systens and
the Roveltoid Star Enmpire will
break bread. Just like Linc and I
used to. Just like ny crew nenbers

and ne do.
PRESI DENT
That’s the spirit, Captain.
KEEPER #1
Time’ s up.
GAGE
Ch, up yours!
KEEPER #1

Up mne? Up ny what?
The President hugs Gage.

GAGE
W'l get out of this one way or
anot her .

PRESI DENT

|"’msure we will.

GAGE
For putting aside our differences.
and for Linc.

The forcefield di sappears and the Keepers storminto the
cell. They escort Gage out into the corridor.

GAGE (CONT' D)
You know, you could save space if
you put nore than one of us in each
cell.
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KEEPER #1
Eventual |y Rygon may instruct us to
do so, but we'd probably still keep

you humans apart. W can’t have you
conspi ring.

GAGE
I s Rygon scared? Under st andabl e.

They march Gage to the cell where Cleste is now
i ncarcerated. They give hima shove.

KEEPER #1
Al right, into the cell! Keeper #2
turns on the forcefield.

GAGE
"1l get you, Rygon!

KEEPER #1
You aren’t the first to nmake that
claim

CELESTE
Gage, what happened?

GAGE
They just let ne talk to the
President of the G rcle. She says
Linc died trying to spring the
anbassadors and his crew.

He bites his lip.

CELESTE
Oh, God, no! How are you hol di ng
up?

GAGE

Barely. Just barely.
He punches the palmof his hand with his fist.

CELESTE
You delivered his first child.

Gage nods and closes his eyes tightly for a second.

GAGE
What ' | | becone of his famly?

Gage and Celeste sit quietly.

30.
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EXT. RYGONI AN TRANSPCRT | N SPACE

It heads toward Xar, Rygon Prinme’s noon.

EXT. XAR - SURFACE - SLAVE CAMP

Cel este and a handful of other aliens are herded to the

sl ave canp aboard the slave ship by Rygoni an deck hands.

overdressed Rygoni an fenal e receives them

REESTA

| am Reesta, wife of Rygon.
CELESTE

How many wi ves does this creep

have?
Reesta scowl s at Cel este, then approaches her.

REESTA
You’ re now on Xar, which is the
noon of Rygon Prine. The
at nosphere’s effects vary dependi ng
on your physiol ogy. Sone becone
i ntoxi cated and crave a return
vi sit when brought back aboard.
Some nutate, sone die. In the
meantime, try to enjoy your stay.

CELESTE
VWhatta cunt.

REESTA
Have you sonething to say, alien?

CELESTE
To you? You' re the last life form
|’d want to talk to. Unless you're
nore hel pful than your husband.

REESTA
You dare insult not only ne but

Rygon?

An

Reesta STRI KES Cel este, who stunbles to the ground. Reesta

drags her to her feet, struggling, by the hair.
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| NT. THE POUND - RYGON PRI ME

The Keepers escort the aliens into a ness hall. Gage grabs a
tray and lines up behind other aliens. When he makes it to
the wi ndow at the front of the line, a Rygonian food server
pl ops a hel ping of food on his tray. Gage |ooks at it, and
the food server hits himon the head with a serving utensil.

FOOD SERVER
Keep the |ine noving!

Gage grabs the food server by the armw th one hand. Keeper
#1 puts a weapon to Gage’s head. Gage lets the food server

go.

GAGE
He isn't worth it.

Gage turns and spots the CAS President sitting down with a
tray of food as anot her Keeper stands watch near her table.

KEEPER #1
Forget about her.

Keeper #1 escorts Gage to a table on the other side of the
mess hall where a FOUR- ARMED ALI EN sits.

GAGE

So what is this slop?
KEEPER #1

Rygoni an tabl e scraps.
GAGE

Wiy the hell am |1 not surprised?
KEEPER #1

Just be glad we feed you at all.
GAGE

Oh, ny nouth’s just watering.
Gage sits at the table across from Four Arns.

GAGE (CONT’ D)
Greeti ngs.

FOUR ARMS
Hel | o.

GAGE
So what brings you here?
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FOUR ARMS
| was on my way to visit ny famly
when the universe all around ne
started spinning and swal | owed ne
up. No sign of ny vessel since.
Everyone |’'ve tal ked to here has
told nme simlar things.

GAGE
So this phenonenon nust have sone
sort of rmultiple conduits in
vari ous areas of the galaxy, if not
t he whol e uni ver se.

FOUR ARMS
| " ve overheard the Keepers saying
the scientists of this planet are
devel opi ng technol ogy to understand
t he phenonenon.

GAGE
(rai sing eyebrows)
You don’t say. He |eans in.

FOUR ARMS
The Keepers don’t think we |isten
to them They underestimte us.

GAGE
Yes they do. So famly’ s inportant
to you too.

FOUR ARMS
VWhat else is there?

GAGE
|”ve got a famly on nmy honmeworl d,
but I also have a famly of sorts
that | travel the galaxy with. |I'm
getting back with them one way or
anot her .

FOUR ARMS
| hope all of us outworlders can.

I NT. THE POUND

Rygon strides down a corridor and observes the aliens in
their cells.
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RYGON
Are these creatures giving you any
probl ens?
KEEPER #1

Not hi ng we haven’t been able to
handl e, Your Lum nescence. Rygon
stops by Gage’s cubicle and Gage
sticks his face into the
forcefield, scowing at Rygon

RYGON
Don't worry, alien. You' ll get used
to your new acconmopdati ons.

GAGE
| don’t knowif I'Il be around here
that long. I will, however, be
outliving nmy good friend Capt. Linc
Bauers! Anot her Rygoni an behi nd
Rygon observes the aliens and stops
at Gage’s cell. Keeper #1
approaches him

KEEPER #1
This one may be a problem Vidazz.
Thi nks he’s got sonething to say.

VI DAZZ
Interesting. Something to say about
what ?

KEEPER #1

Mai nl y about sonehow getting off
this planet. Sonme of us Keepers
overheard himearlier in the ness.
You're a scientist. You could

al ways experinent on him

GAGE
A scientist?

VI DAZZ
My gover nment - approved prof essi on.

GAGE
You're the first scientist | know
of who’s cone here since Rygon had
me stuck in here yesterday. W may
very well get along. So. What do
you think of that nonument known as

Rygon?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 35.

VI DAZZ
Can’'t say.

GAGE
Ch, that’s right, of course you
can’t. Not here and now, that is.

VI DAZZ
You’ ve got to be the nost audaci ous
alien |’ve seen here at the Pound
so far.

GAGE
Ni | es Gage, captain of the
Eart hship Venturer.

VI DAZZ
|’ m Vi dazz.

KEEPER #1
You aren’t considering purchasing
him are you, Vidazz?

GAGE
And you say you're a scientist?

VI DAZZ
Correct.

Gage steps back and eyes Vidazz. He
strokes his goatee and nods at
Vi dazz.

VI DAZZ
|1l take this one. Niles, |
believe it was?

GAGE
Captain N | es Gage.
Two Enforcers stormup to Gage’s cell. The forcefield blinks
of f.

EXT. RYGONI AN SKYLI NE - DAY

Vidazz's vehicle flies between the skyscrapers.
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I NT. VIDAZZ' S VEH CLE

Gage rides shotgun, studying the vehicle' s instrunentation
as well as the surrounding city.

GAGE
|"ve got a vehicle sonething |ike
this on ny homeworld. Cost nme 1400
scrip. Not cheap since the G eat
Price Roll back of 2145.

VI DAZZ
Price Rol |l back?

GAGE
Inflation. Al npbst ruined ny world.
Somet hi ng had to be done about it,
especially if nmy world was to take
part in interplanetary conmerce.

VI DAZZ
Here on Rygon Prine, everything's
on |l oan fromthe governnent. They
can take it away anytine they want.

GAGE
Sounds |i ke Rygon. So what is your
opi ni on of Rygon? Mne’'s |ow for
obvi ous reasons.

VI DAZZ
Many of our citizens don't I|ike
him but those who have tried to
overthrow himhave failed. So how
did you end up on Rygon Prinme?

GAGE
VW were com ng horme from an
asteroid-mning expedition. It’s
how ny crew and | finance our other
voyages. W stopped at a junkyard
worl d, and fromthere we ended up
i nvestigating an area of space that
turned out to be unstable. So here
| am

EXT. VIDAZZ' S VEH CLE

As it descends to a street lined with houses that all | ook
alike. A vehicle simlar to Vidazz's crui ses over head.
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VI DAZZ
The Enforcer patrol.

GAGE
So this is the Rygoni an suburbs.

EXT. SPACE - XAR

Rygon Prinme’s noon. A shuttle from Reesta’s slave ship heads
for it.

EXT. SURFACE OF XAR - DAY

Rygon Prinme | oons | arge on the horizon. Areas of transl ucent
rock dot the | andscape. One such area sprawls up to a | ake
wth an islet. Avillage stands cut fromtranslucent rock
and the slave shuttle |lands just outside it.

EXT. TRANSLUCENT VI LLAGE - DAY

The deck hands march the aliens out of the craft, re-enter
it, and take off. Celeste anbles toward the vill age.

CELESTE
So that’s it? W' re supposed to
just exist here until that bitch
sends her goons back for us? If she
even sends them back for us? And
what then? Whatta waste of life.
Cel este takes a wal k through the
village. It’s little nore than a
network of caves. She enters one of
t hem

| NT. TRANSLUCENT CAVE

Cel este sees sonething in a corner of the cave and
approaches it. It’s a skeleton.

CELESTE
Ch ny God. That isn’'t right.

EXT. VI LLAGE

Celeste and the aliens carry the skel etons out of the
village and toss themin a pile. Then they pick sone |arge
| eaves and fruit froman area outside the village where
vegetation grows. They return and Cel este piles sone | eaves
on the floor. She lies on them
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CELESTE
Confy cozy enough.

Cel este gets up and | eaves the cave.

EXT. VILLAGE - N GHT
The other aliens are mlling around.

CELESTE
Excuse nme, but if anyone can
understand nme, what do you think of
pl anning a surprise for Reesta?

38.

The aliens start tal king on top of one another. It taxes
Cel este’s Rosetta chip, so she touches her ear. She hears

sone of them ask what kind of surprise.

CELESTE
Looks |like |I’ve got everyone’s
attention.

CELESTE
It’ 1l take awhile to figure out,

but it doesn’t |ook |ike any of us
is going anywhere indefinitely.

EXT. VIDAZZ' S HOUSE RYGON PRI ME - N GHT

An Enforcers rides a Rygoni an beast of burden past

I NT. VIDAZZ' S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM

Pai nti ngs of Rygon hang on the walls. The furniture is sleek
but sinple. Gage, hands behind his back, stands | ooking at

t he paintings.

GAGE
So how do you stand existing in a
soci ety where nothing’s really
yours? Not even your |ife? Total
conformty?

VI DAZZ
It’s the way.

GAGE
lt’s the way. It’s the way. |
woul dn’t dream of trying to change
things on this world. I won’t have

( MORE)
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GAGE (cont’d)
the tine anyhow when | find a way
off this planet. It all just
rem nds nme of what |’ ve read about
in history books.

VI DAZZ
How do you think society could
survive wi thout conformty?

GAGE
Wthout conformty? | don’t know,
but I"'mglad I don’t have to live
on a world where there’ s nothing
but conformty.

VI DAZZ
So how nuch conformty did you
demand from your crew?

GAGE

| do demand just enough to run a
tight ship. No nore, no |ess.
Everyone’'s ideas are |istened to.
He wasn’'t only trying to help his
kind but all intelligent beings
where | cone from Wat do | tell
his famly, huh?! What woul d you
tell then? What, no friends?

VI DAZZ
|’ ve got sone friends. And | was
married once.

GAGE
Do tell.

VI DAZZ
She committed suicide. She | oved
sonmeone el se, but the governnent
arranged for her and ne to be

married. | knew she still saw him
behi nd ny back.
GAGE

Al'l the nore reason for nme to find
a way off Rygon Prine. He gestures
at a painting of Rygon.

GAGE (CONT' D)
Who painted these?
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VI DAZZ
| did. My own interest is art, but
l’monly allowed to display art
that glorifies Rygon. Let nme show
you ny ot her works.

Vi dazz takes down a painting of Rygon, revealing a touch
panel . He touches it and a secret door in the wall opens.

Vi dazz | eads Gage through the door which |eads to a
basenent. The walls are lined with various paintings. One is
a group portrait of various outworlders and Rygoni ans.
Vidazz | oons over them arns outstretched. Everyone in the
painting is smling. Gage slowy approaches the painting and
stares at it.

GAGE
This one is nore like it. | nean
the others are great, but...

VI DAZZ
It cane to ne froma dream |’ ve
had.

EXT. VENTURER | N SPACE

in orbit around Rovel tus.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

Xahna enters the bridge and sits at the command post. A
di stant silvery speck gleans in the bow viewport.

XAHNA
Let’s see themup close, April.

A hol ographi c i mage blinks on of the Roveltoid ship.

XAHNA ( CONT’ D)
(sighs)
Lovel y. Audi o.

ROVELTO D COMVANDER (O S.)
Roveltoid battle cruiser Rindar to
Eart hshi p. Your warning buoy is
unaut hori zed.

XAHNA
Yellow alert. Intership channel,

April .
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APRI L
Open, ma’ am

XAHNA
Earthship Venturer to Rindar. W're
investigating the likely
di sappearance of the CAS Europa.

The image of the R ndar switches to that of her commander.

ROVELTAO D COMVANDER
Not CAS Venturer, just Venturer?

XAHNA
That’'s right. The warning buoy is
just that, Commander. Not a weapon
of any ki nd.

ROVELTO D COMVANDER
You' |l have to obtain a permt to
pl ace anot her warning buoy in our
star system Rindar out.

The hol ographi c i mrage of the Roveltoid Conmander switches to
that of the Ri ndar.

VASQUEZ
Ri ndar’ s weapons targeting buoy,
ma’ am

XAHNA

Tract or beam

EXT. SPACE - RI NDAR

As its swoops down on the buoy. Its weapons fire and the
buoy expl odes.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

VASQUEZ
Too late to use the tractor beam

Xahna rolls her eyes.
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I NT. VIDAZZ' S HOUSE - RYGON PRI MVE

Gage lies on Vidazz’'s sofa trying to fall asleep but tosses
and turns. He sits up. He then gets up and drags hinself
down to the basenent, activating the lights. He sits on the
floor in front of the painting of the Rygonians and the

out wor | ders.

I NT. VIDAZZ' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Vi dazz searches for Gage. He sees the basenent door is open,
so he goes in. Gage is asleep on the floor in front of the
pai nting of the Rygonians and the outworl ders. Vidazz turns
to | eave.

GAGE
Going to work?

Vi dazz turns.

VI DAZZ
Going to work, yes.
GAGE
l1’d like to talk with you about
sonet hi ng.
VI DAZZ
What is it?

Gage stands up and approaches Vidazz.

GAGE
| heard sone interesting things at
t he Pound. Sonme of the aliens got
here the sane way | did. The
stories all sound alike.

VI DAZZ
And?

GAGE
And, word is that people in your
line of work are working on sone
way of counteracting the phenonmenon
t hat brought unsuspecting
outwor | ders here.

VI DAZZ
It was supposed to be top secret.
Apparently sonme of ny people don't
1 ke that idea. GACE Wi ch | eaves
you in a position.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 43.

VI DAZZ
What kind of position?

Gage approaches Vi dazz.

GAGE
What do you think of us
out wor | der s?

VI DAZZ
| find outworlders fascinating. |
may even purchase anot her.

GAGE
Unfortunately, if you do, |I’msure
it can’t be another human |ike ne.
The way the Keepers acted at the
Pound. Maybe they’ re paranoid.

VI DAZZ
And what does all this have to do
with me?

GAGE

Hel p us outworl ders get back to our
homewor | ds. Get Rygon out of our
hair and vice versa.

VI DAZZ
Whi ch nmeans | could end up anong
Rygon’s decorations. (Gage starts
pacing in a circle around Vidazz.
GACGE If Rygon were to catch you

VI DAZZ
VWi ch he likely woul d.

GAGE
| f you stayed on this planet. Makes
sense, doesn't it?

VI DAZZ
Qur technology’'s still in the
experi nmental stage.

GAGE
Why not take a day or so to think
about a little experinenting?

VI DAZZ
Why not ?
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GAGE
| under st and.

Vidazz slowy clinbs the stairs out of the basenent while
Gage watches him He sm | es.

EXT. VENTURER | N SPACE

She | oons | arge agai nst a backdrop of stars.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

April looks closely at her instrunentation as Xahna sits at
t he command post.
XAHNA
Yes, April.
APRI L
You' || never believe this, but we

just picked up Europa.

XAHNA
What ?! Don’t play wth ne.

APRI L
Absol utely not, na’am There are no
life forms aboard, but Yorick is.

XAHNA
Put himon. YORICK (O S.) Europa to
Vent urer.

XAHNA

Yorick! It’s Xahna. What happened?

YORICK (O S.)
You' || have to see for yourself as
soon as | board. In the neantine,
got sonme help from Europa’s
conput er.

XAHNA
Amazi ng! Wl cone back
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I NT. VENTURER BRI EFI NG ROCOM

Xahna, Yorick and Josie sit at the briefing table watching
Europa’s log. The stars outside the bridge' s forward
viewport start to spin like a whirlpool. Everyone aboard the
bri dge of Europa suddenly demateriali zes.

XAHNA
What do you nmake of it, Josie?

JOSI E
|’ ve never seen anything like it.

YORI CK
No i dea what happened to any of
t hem

JOSI E
Apparently a space-tinme anonaly.
The void you ended up in nust have
magneti c properties, Yorick.

YORI CK
The coordi nates of the anonaly are
in the ship’s conputer of both the
st ar speeder and Europa, but how
cl ose can we get to those
coor di nat es?

JOSI E
It would be a good idea not to get

too close, at least until we can
gat her nore information.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

As Xahna enters and stops at the conmunications station.

XAHNA
April, open up a channel to
Roveltoid Star Central, |icensing
br anch.

APRI L
Channel open.

XAHNA

This is Earthship Venturer to
Rovel toid Star Central
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SW TCHBOARD (O. S.)
Roveltoid Star Central sw tchboard.
How may | direct you?

XAHNA
| would like to obtain a space
research permt for this star
system

SW TCHBOARD (O S.)
Here you are.

A hol ographi c i mage blinks on of a fenmale Roveltoid clerk.

She hol ds

Xahna sm |

CLERK
Li censing and permts.

XAHNA
Yes, this is Earthship Venturer. W
were just advised that we need to
apply for a permt to explore this
star system W’'re looking for a
m ssi ng vessel .

CLERK
Eur opa?

XAHNA
The very one.

CLERK
Al right. W can transmt all the
necessary forns via this
conmuni cati on frequency. To give
you an idea of their length, this
is the hard copy.

up a thick stack of paperworKk.
es.

XAHNA
Thank you so nuch, and may you be
ten feet tall when you conme out of
hi ber nati on.

CLERK
You're wonderful. | will now
transmt everything.

The hol ogram bl i nks of f. Xahna sighs.
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XAHNA
Al that just to apply for a
permt.

EXT. SCIENCE LAB - RYGON PRI ME - NI GHT
Vi dazz’s vehicle parks just outside the |ab.

GAGE (O S.)
Now you renenbered to bring the
bypass, right?

VIDAZZ (O S.)
|”ve got it. Don’t worry. Once |’ ve
got the data, we’ re gone.

Gage and Vidazz clinb out of the vehicle and go up the steps
to the rear entrance. Vidazz slides a small device into a

sl ot and the door swi ngs open. Vidazz | eads Gage i nside.
Gage | ooks around qui ckly before entering.

| NT. SCI ENCE LAB

Gage and Vidazz edge down a dimy-lit corridor to a room
lined with wall-to-wall instrunentation. Vidazz sits in a
chair and runs his hands over the controls. Wile Gage keeps
| ooki ng around, hol ographic data w ndows spring fromthe
panel and Vidazz touches one. Another w ndow pops up and he
shakes hi s head.

VI DAZZ
It isnt here.

GAGE
You sure? It isn't a set-up, a
hoax?

VI DAZZ

| assure you it isn't.

Vi dazz stands and they nove out of the roominto another
corridor. Gage keeps turning around and | ooki ng over his
shoul der until Vidazz enters another room and activates nore
controls. Mdre data wi ndows pop up and Vidazz touches one.
Anot her wi ndow pops up and Vidazz runs a hand over it. The
data swtches to sone nore data.

VI DAZZ ( CONT’ D)
Here it is.
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GAGE
VWhat ? VWher e?

VI DAZZ
Ri ght here.

Vi dazz points to the current data w ndow. He waves a hand
over the panel and the data blinks off.

VI DAZZ ( CONT’ D)
They’ ve equi pped a spacecraft with
an invention that counteracts the
effects of the phenonenon that’s
brought you and ot her outworl ders
here.

GAGE
How?

VI DAZZ
Apparently, it transports life
forns here but traps machi nes such
as spacecraft in a nmagnetic void.
GAGE Wiich neans it would trap
artificial intelligences such as
androids in the magnetic void.

VI DAZZ
O course it would. Let’s get to
the craft.

GAGE

I’mwi th you.

| NT. CORRI DOR

Just as Vidazz and Gage scurry into the corridor, an ALARM
KLAXON SOUNDS. Gage and Vidazz freeze for a nonent. then
they rush down the corridor into a detachnent of Enforcers.
They turn and head the other way, but the Enforcers give
chase.

| NT. 1 NSTRUMENTATI ON ROOM
Two Enforcers enter with weapons drawn. They | ook gingerly

around at the walls and at the ceiling. Gage sneaks up on
t hem and junps them
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| NT. LOBBY

Vi dazz crouches behind a desk as another Enforcer passes

t hrough the | obby with weapon at the ready. He | eaves

W t hout seeing Vidazz. Vidazz slowy stands up and spins
around. Al nost running into Gage, he stunbl es back,

startled. Gage offers himthe weapon of one of the Enforcers
he over power ed.

GAGE
Let's roll.

A blast froman Enforcer’s weapon strikes the wall next to
Gage. He and Vidazz return fire and bolt fromthe | obby as
anot her bl ast alnost hits Vidazz.

| NT. CORRI DOR

Gage sneaks around a corner and | ooks around to see if the
coast is clear. He nods for Vidazz to foll ow

EXT. SCIENCE LAB - N GHT

Gage and Vidazz bolt out of the lab and into Vidazz’'s
vehicle. It takes off just as sone Enforcers |leap fromthe
| ab back door and open fire. Vidazz's vehicle ascends into
t he sky.

| NT. VIDAZZ' S CRAFT

Vidazz runs his hands over his control panels.

GAGE
What are you doi ng now?

VI DAZZ
Feeding in the correct coordinates.

EXT. SKYLI NE OF RYGON PRI ME - NI GHT

Anot her vehicle dives out of the sky after Gage and Vi dazz.

I NT. VIDAZZ' S VEH CLE

Vidazz | ooks at his instrunentation.
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VI DAZZ
Hol d on, Nl es.

EXT. VIDAZZ' S VEH CLE

As it dives between two buildings on its way toward the
ground. Then it dives between two other buildings. They
al nrost run headl ong i nto anot her Enforcer transport.

| NT. VIDAZZ' S VEH CLE

As Vidazz takes it back into the sky.

GAGE
WOO- HOO Show "em how it’ s donel

Vi dazz gives Gage a puzzled glance and swi ngs the transport
out of the way of a skyscraper. The craft then passes ri ght
t hrough one of Rygon’s hol ographic bill boards. Its inmage

di sperses for a split second.

EXT. RYGONI AN SKYLI NE - SKYSCRAPER

As Vidazz's transport narrowy msses it. A pursuing
Enforcer transport wi ngs the side of the building, causing
it to tunble out of control and into another building. It
bursts into flanmes.

I NT. VIDAZZ' S VEH CLE

VI DAZZ
What are you having so nmuch fun
about ?

GAGE

Are you kidding? | eat this sort of
thing for breakfast! Any sign of
t he spaceport yet?

The vehi cl e shakes.

GAGE ( CONT’ D)
VWhat the shit?!
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EXT. VIDAZZ' S VEH CLE

As anot her Enforcer vehicle deliberately rans into it from
behi nd, propelling Vidazz’s vehicle forward.

EXT. VIDAZZ' S VEH CLE

As Vidazz steers it downward. The Enforcer vehicle stays
right on Vidazz’s tail and rans into it again as another
Enforcer craft swerves in front of Vidazz's vehicle. GAGE
They’ re gonna box us in!

VI DAZZ
No they aren’'t.

Vi dazz dives out of the way. The two Enforcer craft smash
into each other head-on and burst into flanes.

I NT. VIDAZZ' S VEH CLE

As Vidazz tightly grasps the controls. He and Gage | ook in
horror out the canopy as everything cones up at them

EXT. VIDAZZ' S VEH CLE

As it skids on the ground, turning up plants and headi ng
toward a building. The canopy slides open and Gage and

Vi dazz | eap out just before the vehicle barrels headl ong
into the building. Its front end expl odes as Gage and Vi dazz
| ook on.

GAGE
Damm! Now what ?!

VI DAZZ( APPRCACHI NG)
Are you all right?

GAGE
Sure. And you?

VI DAZZ
Fi ne.

GAGE
Damm, damm and damm!

Gage places a hand on Vidazz’ s shoul der.
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GAGE (CONT’ D)
| can never thank you for
everything you' ve done. Are you

sure you still want to hel p?
VI DAZZ

As sure as ever.
GAGE

|"mgreatly in your debt.

VI DAZZ
No you aren’t.

GAGE
" msure glad you took ne in.

The sound of an Enforcer craft grows |ouder. Gage and Vi dazz
| ook around and then at each other.

Gage and Vi dazz hide behind sone trees just before the
Enforcer craft |ands near the weckage. Two Enforcers step
out and take a few steps toward the burni ng weckage.

GAGE ( CONT’ D)
It’'s now or never, Vidazz.

They junp the Enforcers. Gage knocks one enforcer’s weapon
out of his hand and subdues himw th two quick karate chops.
Vidazz tries to foll ow Gage’s exanpl e but the other Enforcer
ki cks his weapon away just as it falls to the ground.

Gage knocks the first Enforcer against the craft and rushes
to help Vidazz, punching the Enforcer. He hits the ground.
Gage and Vidazz clinb into the Enforcer craft and Vi dazz
pilots it into the air just as another Enforcer shows up on
a Rygoni an beast of burden. She watches the craft take off
and then | ooks at the w eckage.

VI DAZZ
Al nost t here.
EXT. RYGON AN SKYLI NE

As Vidazz's transport flies into the distance toward a...
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EXT. RYGONI AN SPACEPORT

An island in the sky topped with runways and | aunch pads.
Launch tubes are built into its sides. A craft darts out of
one of the tubes.

Vidazz pulls his transport up to the experinental
spacecraft, which is just a fewtines |larger. Gage and
Vidazz rush out of the transport and head for the
spacecraft’s gangpl ank. They run into an Enforcer

di senmbar ki ng and Gage roundhouse ki cks himoff the
gangpl ank.

| NT. EXPERI MENTAL SPACECRAFT

As Gage and Vidazz clinb into the cockpit seats.

GAGE
You sure you know how to pilot this
t hi ng?

VI DAZZ
O course.

Gage | ooks out the main viewport and spots an Enforcer
transport approaching in the distance.

GAGE

Yep. Let’s get the hell out of
her e!

Vi dazz activates the controls and the instrunentation |ights
up. The engines start to hum

EXT. RUNWAY

As the Enforcers leap out of their transport and open fire
on the spacecraft. It rolls forward and into the sky as the
Enforcers step out of its way.

| NT. SPACECRAFT

As Gage heaves a sigh of relief.

GAGE
Now t hat was hairy.

VI DAZZ
The anomaly awaits us.
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GACE
You' ve really kicked sone ass so
far. Thank you.

He extends his hand to Vidazz. Vidazz |ooks at it a second
and reaches out to it. Gage shakes his hand.

GAGE (CONT' D)
You really don't realize how nmuch
you’ re hel pi ng ny cause.

VI DAZZ
Your peace m ssion shows how nuch
you differ fromRygon s rule.

Vi dazz exam nes the ship’s guidance.

VI DAZZ ( CONT' D)
Anot her ship’s approaching. It’'s an
assault cruiser.

GAGE
Sounds like it mght be |arge.

EXT. SPACE - ASSAULT CRU SER

As it noves toward the speeding experinental craft and fires
a bolt of Iight.

| NT. EXPERI MENTAL CRAFT

Buckling fromthe inpact.

GAGE
How nmuch | onger to the anonmal y?!

VI DAZZ
Just ahead.

Anot her blast hits the craft just as the stars suddenly
start spinning |ike a whirl pool.

GAGE (QUI ETLY)
W're here.

They both withdraw in their seats and gaze at the anomaly as
the craft enters it.



55.

EXT. SPACE - ANOVALY

As the craft plunges into it.

EXT. SPACE - STARLESS VA D

The craft speeds into it and cones upon the unmanned
vessel s.

| NT. CRAFT
As the unmanned vessels fill the main viewort.

GAGE
Sl ow up!

Vi dazz conpensates. The craft slows alnpbst to a stop
narrowmy m ssing another craft.

VI DAZZ
Amazi ng.

GAGE
So this is where all those aliens’
craft are.

VI DAZZ
Looks |li ke the experinment is a
success.

GAGE

Wher e’ s Europa?

EXT. SPACE - STARLESS VA D

As the ship weaves between the unmanned vessel s.

I NT. SHI P

Gage nods knowi ngly and sm | es.

| NT. RYGON' S FORTRESS - CHAMBERS
Rygon is luxuriating in a plush chair listening to

outwor | ders being tortured when a hol ographi c i mage blinks
on.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 56.

ASSAULT CRU SER COMVANDER
Assault cruiser 2 to Rygon.

RYGON
This is Rygon.

ASSAULT CRU SER COVIVANDER
Your Em nence, one of our
scientists has snuggl ed the
nonconform st called Gage into the
spatial anonaly.

RYGON
VWhat ?!

He throws his drink across the room

RYGON ( CONT’ D)
You | et them escape?!

ASSAULT CRU SER COVIVANDER
W didn't let them They just
escaped despite our best efforts.

RYGON
Put your nearest security officer
on!

ASSAULT CRU SER COMVANDER
Yes sir.

He nods and a security officer appears.

SECURI TY OFFI CER
Yes, Your Excellency.

RYGON
Kill your commander. |’ mreplacing
himwith his first mate.
The commander shakes his head in horror.

SECURI TY OFFI CER
Sir?!

RYGON
You heard ne!

SECURI TY OFFI CER
Yes sir.

The officer draws her weapon as the conmander backs away.
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ASSAULT CRU SER COMVANDER
Your Greatness, |’'mone of your
nmost faithful. | even hel ped you
kill those freedom fighters who hid
out on Xar.

The security guard shoots the commander point blank. He hits
t he deck.

RYGON
Put your first mate on!

SECURI TY OFFI CER
Yes, Your Lumni nescence. She nods
and the first nmate cones on,
| ooki ng horrified.

RYGON
First mate

FI RST MATE
Yes sir.

RYGON

Congratul ati ons on your new
pronotion. And don't fail ne.

FI RST MATE
Never .

The hol ogram of the first mate blinks off. Rygon gets up and
EXI TS the chanber.
| NT. SLEEP CHAMBER

Mardona lies in a bed as Rygon ENTERS. He sits at the side
of the bed.

MARDONA
Are you ready to tell ne a bedtine

story, Rygon?
RYGON

Al right.
I NT. RYGON' S CHI LDHOOD HOVE - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
RYGON (V. Q)

When | was an adol escent, Rygon Prine was known a Allayus. A
conpl etely backward world as | would cone to understand.
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ADOLESCENT RYGON ENTERS hi s home t hrough the front door as
hi s not her SHRI EKS. Rygon stops and listens. He slowy
inches in the direction of the scream ng. Soneone STRI KES
her as Rygon draws closer to the kitchen. He enters and a

FI VE- JAWED MALE whose corpse is attacking Rygon’s nother. He
grabs her as she STRIKES him He throws her against a wal

as she screans. The male turns and gl ares at Rygon. Rygon’s
not her stops and | ooks at her son, and the mal e backhands
her.

FI VE JAWS
What do you want? Get out or you’ |
get the sane!

RYGON' S MOTHER
Leave Rygon al one!

Rygon stands his ground, scowing at Five Jaws. He takes a
step toward Rygon, who produces a sharp stone.

RYGON (V. Q)
It was at that nonment ny life would
change.

RYGON
| told you to carry one of these,
not her.

He rushes Five Jaws. Hi s nother gasps as Rygon stabs the
five-jawed nmal e repeatedly. Al five jaws open in shock as
Rygon’s nother screans. The five-jawed nale stunbles to the
ground. Yell ow bl ood stains the floor.

EXT. RYGON' S CHI LDHOOD HOVE - DAY

The front door opens and Rygon is pushed out onto the
gr ound.

RYGON S MOTHER
And never cone back

Rygon junps to his feet.

RYGON
Soneday |'I1l rule this planet and
"1l enslave freaks Iike him

RYGON (V. Q)
| then began | ooking for followers
who felt as | did.
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A handful of Rygoni ans gather as Rygon rants and raves.

TO PRESENT

I NT. RYGON S FORTRESS

Rygon smi | es.

EXT. SPACE - ANOVALY

As the experinmental craft speeds out of it.

| NT. EXPERI MENTAL SHI P

Vi dazz checks his instrunentation for signs of other
vessel s.

VI DAZZ
Not hing yet. WAit. Picking up a
| arger vessel. Two, in fact.

Gage | eans over to | ook at the scope.

GAGE
That’s Venturer. And Europa!

VI DAZZ
| " m opening a channel for you to
contact them Go ahead.

GAGE
Venturer, this is your captain
speaki ng.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

The bridge crew start buzzing. April happily opens the
i ntership channel and smles at Xahna.

XAHNA
Captain! You re all right! Wat
about Cel este?

GAGE (O S.)
W' ve got to search for her before
we free the peace-tal k anbassadors.
1’11 explain everything when |’ m
back aboard. So how did you find
Eur opa?

59.

BACK
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XAHNA
Yorick pulled that off, so we’ ve
seen Europa’ s |og. Bizarre.

GAGE (0. S.)
You don’t know the half of it. | do
have a friend with ne who' Il be

hel pi ng us. Gage out.

Xahna and April | ook at each other curiously.

| NT SPACE - VENTURER

The experinental craft approaches her. An airlock reaches
out fromVenturer and attaches itself to the experinenta
craft.

| NT VENTURER

As Gage and Vidazz enter her via an airlock. Xahna neets
them flanked by Yorick and armed security guards. Xahna
hugs Gage.

XAHNA
Wel cone hone, Nil es.

YORI CK
Wl cone honme, sir.

Gage and Yorick shake hands.

GAGE
Thank you. Good to see you mmde it
back too. Vidazz, neet ny first
mat e Xahna and ny newest crew
menber Yori ck.

VI DAZZ

It’s a pleasure to neet you.
XAHNA

Li kew se.
YORI CK

Good to neet you
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I NT. VENTURER - GYM

Gage, sporting boxing gloves, hits a punching bag
repeat edl y.

GAGE
It isn't over, Rygon!

Xahna gingerly enters and stands just inside the entrance.

| NT. VENTURER - SCI ENCE LAB
Josi e powers of f some equi pnent.

JOSI E
Al'l work and no play.

She opens a desk and pulls out a deck of playing cards.
JOSI E
Who wants to take a ganbling break
with me and get cleaned out?

The wall com buzzes.

O S. GAGE
Gage to Dr. M ng.
JOSI E
Yes sir.
0O S. GAGE

Cone to the ness.

JOSI E
Aye-aye! It’s so good hearing your
voi ce agai n!

She shoves the deck of cards back into the desk drawer.

EXT. XAR - CAVE
Cel este hol ds her head in her hands.

CELESTE
VWhat the hell’s in the atnosphere?

The cave transforns into a...
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| NT. EARTH - HOTEL
Cel este | ooks out a wi ndow. Flying cars buss the | ow skies.

CELESTE
| wish, but this is Xar, not Earthl!

| NT. EARTH - HOTEL - MASTER SUl TE

Cel este watches in amazenent as Gage sits across from
anot her Cel este.

CELESTE
VWhat ? There | aml It’s ny job
interview Wat’s goi ng on?!

GAGE
Your resume’s pretty staggering.
You speak not only English and
Italian, but Rovelt, and..

CELESTE
Wl |, thank you.

GAGE
This Il be your first
engi neering job on a
privatel y-owned space vessel ?

CELESTE
That’'s right.

GAGE
Your engineering job at Infinity
Starlines |asted a few years.
| npr essi ve.

Gage starts to fade away. Cel este clenches her fists.

| NT. VENTURER MESS

Gage, Xahna, Yorick, Vidazz and Josie are all having dinner
t oget her.

GAGE
Hi story’ s at once fascinated and
di sturbed me since I was a boy. The
t hi ngs our race have done, over
religious beliefs, a piece of |and.
W're a bit less petty these days.
| know not everyone in the gal axy

( MORE)
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GAGE (cont’d)
has the sane val ues as humans do,
but Rygon Prinme still shocks ne.

Qur main source of income is deep
space mning. Once joined a mning
expedition with Linc. The take was
bi g enough for ne to buy Venturer
in an auction. M ning nodul e

al ready included and all. Being a
captain in the Crcle, the crew saw
nost of the action. Kind of a drag.

VI DAZZ
So what about your other sources of
i nconme?
GAGE

Cccasional privateering.
Gage | owers his head.

GAGE (CONT’ D)
That’ s why people |ike Linc and ne
joined the Crcle. It taught us
everyt hi ng we know.

JOSI E
Rygon Prinme by no neans sounds |ike
either a nice place to visit nor

live.
GAGE
Far cry fromVega 4, | can tell ya
t hat .
VI DAZZ
Vega 47
GAGE

The lush, tropical planet where ny
parents were stranded for nonths
when they were 17. They were on a
cruise liner that suffered an
engi ne expl osion. Their escape pod
| anded on Vega 4. Not a whole |ot
to do but conceive their first

chil d.

Vi dazz sm | es.
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VI DAZZ
You nean. ..

GAGE
Yours truly. Since they becane
realtors, they’ ve even bought and
sol d property on Vega 4.

JOSI E
| ook forward to working with you
inretrofitting Venturer with this
new pi ece of technol ogy you’ ve
brought us, Vidazz.

VI DAZZ
It’ 1l be an experience for ne too.

XAHNA
Captain, a word with you in
private, please?

GAGE
Sure. Excuse us.

Gage and Xahna stand. She | eads Gage to the other end of the
ness.

GAGE
What is it? You ve been quiet since
Vi dazz and | cane aboard.

XAHNA
You know I’ m deeply sorry about
Capt. Bauers, but can we trust
Vi dazz not to be |ike Rygon?

GAGE
What are you i nsinuating, Xahna?

XAHNA
| realize you ve known him | onger
than | have.

GAGE
In a short time he and | have
al ready had a hell of a run.

XAHNA
Do we know what he’s capabl e of ?
GAGE | understand your concern, but
we need him
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XAHNA
Poi nt taken. | hope you don’t think
" mas prejudi ced as Rygon sounds.

GAGE
Not at all. After dinner, we can
figure out how to get Rygon out of

t he way.

Gage punches his left fist into his right palmand strides
back into the nmess. Xahna follows, with a quizzical | ook.

I NT. VENTURER - SCI ENCE LAB

Vi dazz shows Josie blueprints for the spatial anonmaly
bypass.

GAGE (V. O)
Wil e Josie and Vidazz work on
retrofitting Venturer..

| NT. EURGCPA
As Venturer crew nenbers rush aboard Europa.
GAGE (V.0O)

We send sone of our crew to man
Europa. You, Xahna, w || conmand
her. We go to Rygon 2 and | ook for
Celeste, then it’s off to Rygon
Prinme.

| NT. EUROPA BRI DGE

As Xahna approaches the command post.

| NT. GACGE' S CABI N

Gage steps out of the lavatory in his bathrobe. He finds
April lying on his bed. APRIL Thought you m ght |ike someone
to unwind with. Gage sm | es and approaches the bed.

EXT. XAR - TRANSLUCENT VI LLAGE - DAY

Cel este stands on the banks of the | ake, |ooking out at the

horizon. She turns and starts wal ki ng al ong t he banks. She
brings a hand up to her head and falters.
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GAGE (O S.)
Cel est e.

Cel este turns around and sees (Gage standi ng about 30 feet
awnay.

GAGE
It’s me, Celeste. It’s the captain.

Cel este stands | ooki ng dunbfounded at Gage.

CELESTE
It’s you. It's really you. How did
you do it? How did you get here?

GAGE
How did | do it? | junped Rygon
when he wasn’t | ooking. Then the
Enforcers tried to pull me off him
but | single-handedly held ny own
against all of them

He starts doing karate chops and spinning kicks while
Cel este watches with a smle.

GAGE
Then | | eaped aboard a near by
escape craft and took it here.
had to bl ast a whole attack fl eet
out of the sky to nake it here in
one piece. But it was worth it just
to find you.

Cel este gives Gage a puzzled | ook which turns into a smle.

CELESTE
Sounds a little farfetched, but who
cares?

She rushes toward Gage, arns outstretched. Gage does the
sanme. Just as they reach other, Celeste falls to the ground.
She gets up and | ooks around. There’s no one around.

CELESTE
| shoul d’ve known. This dam air!
She | ooks up at the sky.

CELESTE
Better not cone back, Reesta.

Cel este | ooks up and sees a light in the sky.
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CELESTE
Speak of the devil.

Cel este runs back to the vill age.

EXT. VI LLACGE

Cytmorlders mll around as Cel este and Yaxar trots into
Vi ew.

CELESTE
|"mleaving the village awhile in
hopes of buying tinme if and when
t he Rygoni ans cone to get us.

The confused outworl ders start nmunbling.

CELESTE
That way we m ght have nore tine to
form sone sort of plan. Anyone who
wants to join us is wel cone.

Most of the other outworl ders approach Cel este and Yaxar
whil e sone stand their ground. A nulti-eyed alien steps
f orwar d

MULTI - EYES
How can we trust you? The
at nosphere has caused you to talk
to people who aren’t really there.
| saw you.

CELESTE
So |’ m hal l uci nati ng even nore than
| realize. If you can come up with
sonet hing better, feel free. The
rest of us are off for now

Most of the other outworlders turn and start hiking away
fromthe vill age.
| NT GAGE' S CABI N - VENTURER
As Gage cuddles in bed with April.
APRI L
Whaddya know? After everything

you’ ve been through, you' re stil
as potent as ever.
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GAGE
| always aimto please.

The wal |l com BEEPS. Gage si ghs.

JOSIE (O S.)
Capt ai n.

GAGE
Yes, Josie?

JOSIE (O S.)
We're done retrofitting Venturer
and Eur opa.

GAGE

Good job. W' ve given Europa the
coordi nates of the Pound.

EXT. SPACE - VENTURER AND EURCPA
As Venturer retracts her universal airlock.
GAGE (O S.)
This is your captain speaking.
| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE
GAGE
We’'re now heading into the spatia
anomaly. On the other side lies
extremely hostile territory.
| NT. EUROPA BRI DGE
As Xahna and the acting bridge crew sit at their posts
listening to Gage.
| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE
Gage sits at the command post and clenches a fist.
GAGE

Now t hat we’ve got two ships, it’s
time to kick ass!

68.
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EXT. SPACE

As Venturer |eads Europa into the anomaly.

EXT. LAKE - XAR - N GHT

Cel este and Yaxar stand. Cel este stunbles and Yaxar hel ps
her up.

YAXAR
You all right?

Cel este stands still, gets her bearings, and awkwardly nods.

YAXAR ( CONT’ D)
Let’ s keep going.

CELESTE
|’mall for that.

Everyone scurries on.

EXT. XAR - DAY

Cel este and the outworlders return to the village. Al they
find are the corpses of the rest of the outworlders.

CELESTE
VWhat the hell ?!

Celeste falls to her knees. An outworl der GROANS
O S. Celeste rushes to a nulti-eyed heap on the ground.

MULTI - EYES
They saw you mi ssing. W woul dn’t
tell them where you d gone.

CELESTE
So they killed you because of ne.

MULTI - EYES
I't-wasn’ t-your-fault..

Al his eyes close.

CELESTE
My i dea backfired.

A sl ave shuttle’s engines WHINE O. S. Cel este | ooks up.
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CELESTE ( CONT’ D)
And they’ re comi ng back to finish
us off! They’ ve used the multi-eyed
one and the others as bait.

The ot her outworlders scatter. Celeste rushes into one of
the caves as the slave shuttle touches down. The crew
menbers di senbark and stormthe village. One crew nenber
enters the cave where Celeste is hiding. She rushes him and
runs himthrough with her sharpened tree branch, but her end
breaks off, leaving the point stuck in him She socks him
and kicks him He falls to the ground and she steps right on
hi m as she rushes out of the cave.

The ot her outworlders are putting up a fight with stones,
branches, whatever they can pick up and throw. Two aliens
hastily board the shuttle. Another outworlder sticks a tree
branch into the canpfire and brandi shes it at another

cr ewnenber.

CELESTE
That’s it! Kick their asses!

From outside the slave shuttle s cockpit, two outworl ders
bang a crewnrenber against the forward viewport. One
outwor | der touches a control pad. The shuttle EXPLODES. Sone
of the surviving outworlders, including Cel este, scream and
scurry in different directions. A chunk of the cockpit
springs into the air and crashes down on an outworlder who
couldn’t get out of the way.

EXT. SLAVE SH P I N SPACE

As another of its shuttles boards her.

I NT. SLAVE SH P - BRI G

Enforcers herd the aliens into their cubicles as Reesta
| ooks on.

REESTA
Rygon isn’'t at all happy w th what
you creatures did to those hunters
back there on Xar.

The doorway has the sane blue-tinted forcefield as those at
t he Pound. Cel este and Yaxar share a cubicle with two ot her
al i ens.
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| NT. CORRI DOR

Cel este could be taken to an area where her and ot her

aliens’ thoughts are extracted to find out their honeworl ds
weaknesses. May even just do it wth a beamfromthe ship to
Xar .

I NT. SLAVE SHI P - BRI DGE

Reesta sl ow y passes by each crew nenber as they man their
stations. She then returns to the conmand post. The door to
the bridge opens, and Cel este rushes in. Reesta spins around
just as Celeste rushes her. Cel este knocks her to the fl oor
and bangs her agai nst the deck several tines.

CELESTE
| " m gonna kill you, bitch!

CELESTE ( CONT’ D)
This is what you get for |eaving ne
on Xar and letting nme get high! And
| had to watch your shuttle expl ode
with all those aliens on board.

REESTA
| instructed the pilot to
sel f-destruct if any of you aliens
attacked.

Cel este rai ses her weapon and ains it between Reesta s eyes.

CELESTE
For the tine being.

Cel este slowy | owers the weapon.

REESTA

My husband won’t negoti ate.
CELESTE

We don't think he will. So we’l|

just have to overthrow him Then we
can free all the aliens.

Cel este points her weapon at Reesta.

CELESTE ( CONT’ D)
Now | et’s get this ship on course!

REESTA
Never .
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CELESTE
You' d prefer to be | ocked up, is
that it? Wichever of you is the
hel msman, your conmmander dies
unl ess you plot a course for Rygon
Prinme.

HEL MSVAN
|’mthe helmsman. 1’| take us back
to Rygon Prine. If only in the hope
that you' Il be captured. You'll be
headi ng right into his hands.

CELESTE
Save it.

COMMUNI CATI ONS
Picking up a pair of alien vessels.

EXT. SPACE - VENTURER AND EURGCPA

As they speed toward Xar.

| NT. VENTURER

Gage sits

at the conmand post.

APRI L
Pi cking up a Rygoni an vesse
headi ng toward Rygon Pri ne.
Captain! Cel este is aboard!

GAGE
What ?!

APRI L
Here she is.

Gage leans forward in his seat.

CELESTE (O S.)
Venturer! | don't believe it!

GAGE
Believe it, Celestel

CELESTE (O S.)
How di d you escape?
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GAGE
It’s a long story. Wat’'s going on
on your end? Did you hijack that
shi p?

I NT. SLAVE SH P - BRI DGE
Cel este eyes Reesta.

CELESTE
| certainly did. Wth pleasure. So
you found Capt. Bauers?

GAGE (O S.)
We found Europa, but Linc Bauers
was killed by Rygon by the tine you
and | arrived on Rygon Prine.

CELESTE
No. Ch ny Cod.

Reesta smles. Celeste scowls at her, and Reesta s snile
di sappears. Celeste quickly lets go of Gage.

CELESTE ( CONT’ D)
And what about Yorick?

GAGE (O S.)
He’s here. 1’1l explain everything
later. In the neantinme, we're
boardi ng that ship.

Cel este | ooks around the bridge.
CELESTE
"1l be waiting. Qut. Hear that,
asshol es?
Cel este blasts an instrunentation console. The person

manni ng it stunbles out of his seat and | ands on the deck on
hi s knees.

EXT. VENTURER | N SPACE

As it approaches the slave ship. Europa cruises in b.g.,
guardi ng Venturer.
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I NT. SLAVE SHI P

A hatch opens and Gage and the security team including
Yorick, stormout of the hatch onto the slave ship. Celeste
rushes into Gage' s arns.

CELESTE
Cone here. I"mso sorry about Linc!
Are you all right?!

GAGE
|’ m fine, considering. How about
you?

CELESTE

| don’t know. They |left us on their
nmoon, and the atnosphere there has

el ements that are addictive to sone
speci es.

GAGE
| ncl udi ng you, you nean?

Cel est e nods.

GAGE (CONT' D)
Bast ards. Now where’s the
conmander ?

CELESTE
W put the bitch and the bridge
crewin the brig, where they
bel ong! Acutally they belong in
Hel |, but hey, it’s the next best
t hi ng!

GAGE
Vell let’s get you and the aliens
of f this bucket.

Gage’ s belt communi cat or BUZZES. (Gage touches it on.

GAGE (CONT' D)
Yeah.

XAHNA (O S.)

A Rygoni an vessel is closing in.
GAGE

Al right. W re just getting

Cel este back aboard Venturer. Qut.
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| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

The crew exam ne a hol ogram of the Rygoni an ship. Gage
rushes to the command chair and grasps the backrest.

GAGE

Battl e stations. Look alive,

peopl e.
EXT. VENTURER | N SPACE
Her cobl ar cannons sprout into position fromtheir turret
dones.
| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE
Gage now sits at the command station.

VASQUEZ
Cobl ar cannons powered up.

GAGE

Evasi ve.
EXT. WARSHI P 2 I N SPACE
As her weapons unl eash bolts of light energy in Venturer’s
direction. Venturer swings out of the way as Europa opens
fire on attack cruiser 2, blowing a chunk off the outer
hul I.
| NT. EUROPA BRI DGE

As Xahna sits at the command stati on.

GAGE (O S.)
Good j ob, Xahnal

XAHNA
Thank you. Good job, tactical.
EXT. WARSHI P 2 | N SPACE

One weapon bank opens fire on Venturer while another fires
on Europa. Both ships sustain hits.
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| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE
Gage’ s chair spins about 45 degrees.

GAGE
Nasty. Tal k back at 'em Vasquez.

EXT. SPACE - VENTURER

She returns fire on the Rygonian attack vessel, setting off
an expl osion near the bow. Europa starts to head toward
Rygon Prinme and warship 2's aft weapons graze her with a
round of fire. Europa returns fire and takes out the attack
cruiser’s stern.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

Gage wat ches a hol ographi c i mage of Europa and the warship.

VASQUEZ
Anot her vessel approaching.

Gage throws up his hands.

GAGE
To hell with it. Vasquez!

VASQUEZ
Sir.

Gage stares at the hol ograma nonent and draws in a |ong
br eat h.

GAGE
Take out the bridge.

VASQUEZ
Yes sir.

Vasquez touches the fire pad.

EXT. SPACE - VENTURER

As her forward cannons open fire on the Rygoni an ship,
taki ng out the bridge.
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| NT. BRI DGE - WARSH P
A bul khead crashes to the deck, |anding on the command
station as the commander |eaps out of the way.

I nstunentation bursts into flanes and a wall rips open. The
bri dge crew are sucked into space.

EXT. WARSHI P 2 | N SPACE

As tiny Rygonian figures tunble out into the vacuum

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE
Gage sits at the command station shaking his head.

GAGE
Wiy can’t we just get to Rygon, so
ot hers wouldn’t have to die? April
sick bay first, then Europa.

APRI L
Open.
GAGE
Xahna.
XAHNA (V. Q)

Xahna here.

GAGE
Casual ti es?

XAHNA (V. Q)
Two i njured. Three dead.

Gage pounds his fist on one of his arnrests.
GAGE

You know rei nforcenents are on
their way?

XAHNA (V. Q)
We know. How do you want to play
it?

GAGE

W meke a break for Rygon Prine and
deal with themif and when they
i ntercept us.
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XAHNA (V. Q)
Let's do it.

GAGE
Qut .

He touches his communi cator again. Gage rubs his forehead.

GAGE (CONT' D)
How s Cel est e?

BLACKW NG (V. O.)
About as well as can be expect ed.

GAGE
Be down there in a mnute. Qut.

APRI L

Engi neering reports dorsal engine
down to 61%

GAGE
W' ve still got our belly engine
and nost of our dorsal engine.

EXT. RYGON S FORTRESS

Smal | craft frantically buzz around it.

I NT. RYGON S FORTRESS - BANQUET ROOM

Rygon and Mardona are having dinner. A hol ogramof a
Rygoni an WARSHI P COMVANDER mat eri al i zes next to the banquet
t abl e.

WARSHI P COMWANDER ( GENUFLECTI NG
Your Em nence.

Rygon drops his food back onto his plate in annoyance.

RYGON
VWhat ?!

WARSHI P COVVANDER
The nonconform st call ed Gage has
di sabled this ship with his vessel

RYGON
Notify attack cruiser 3 that 1’1
be taking conmmand of her. I’'Il be

| eaving i mredi ately to board her.
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WARSHI P COVMANDER
Your Emnm nence?

RYGON
You heard ne! 1'Il deal with Gage
nmysel f!

The hol ographi c transm ssion blinks off. Rygon takes sone
food in his hands and squeezes it.

RYGON ( CONT’ D)
1’1l make an exanple of Gage. If
there’s anything left of him |
add himto ny display!

MARDONA
May | cone with you?

RYGON
| can’t bring you. If sonething
happens to ne, the people will need

your gui dance. You're the only one
who under st ands.

He stornms out of the banquet room

EXT. RYGON S FORTRESS
As Rygon’s shuttle departs fromit and streaks into the sky.

| NT. BRI DGE

Gage paces around the command post, hands behind his back.
Deck hands extinguish a control-panel fire in b.g.

VASQUEZ
Sir, another vessel is approaching
from Rygon Prine.

GAGE
| just bet it isl!

EXT. WARSHI P

Cruising toward Venturer with Rygon Prinme in b.g.
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| NT. BRI DGE- WARSHI P
Rygon stands at the command post.
RYGON
Al right, Gage. You want to end up
i ke your friend, nothing wll
pl ease ne nore than arranging it.
| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

Gage now sits at his command post, stroking his goatee.

GAGE
Weapons ready.

VASQUEZ
Ready, sir.

Gage sits back in the conmand seat and scow s.

| NT. BRI DGE- WARSHI P
Rygon sm | es.
RYGON
Open fire!
EXT. WARSHI P 3 I N SPACE
As it fires a round of light energy at Venturer, which
maneuvers just out of the way.
| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE
Gage | eans forward.
GAGE
Return fire!
EXT. VENTURER | N SPACE

Her forward cannons open fire on Warship 3, striking its
starboard side and setting off an expl osion.
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I NT. A CORRIDOR - WARSHI P

As an interior explosion sends DECK HANDS stunbling and rips
a bul khead fromits noorings.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

As April touches on the intership comunicator at her
station.

GAGE
Look, Rygon. It coul d’ ve been
sinple. Let the peace-talk
anbassadors go and we'll leave in
peace.

RYGON (O S.)
Peace? You' ve di srupted the order
on my world. You turned one of ny
scientists against ne, and now he’s
want ed. By nme! GAGE Hand ny people
over! What have | got to do?!

RYGON
Di el

GAGE
Evasi ve!

Just as Josie touches a control, the bridge buckles from
anot her burst of fire. An instrunental panel expl odes.
| NT. BRI DGE - WARSHI P

Rygon stands at his post, |aughing heartily.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE
GAGE
Lower the boom on the son of a
bi t ch!
EXT. VENTURER | N SPACE

She opens fire on Warship 3, causing an expl osi on near an
engi ne.
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| NT. BRI DGE - WARSHI P

A station off to the port side bursts into flames, knocking
the crew nenber working it to the deck

ENG NEER (V. Q)
Your Radi ance. W’ ve sust ai ned
m nor engi ne danage.
RYGON
Hel m Retreat until Engi neering can
repair the damage. Return fire!
EXT. VENTURER | N SPACE

Venturer suffers another strike.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

The bridge crew brace thensel ves.

GAGE

Danmage?
JOSI E

No power to the weapons system
GAGE

Venturer to Europa. W' ve got to

retreat and repair the weapons

system Run today, fight tonorrow.
EXT. VENTURER AND EUROPA | N SPACE

as they cruise toward Xar.

| NT. VENTURER SI CK BAY
Dr. Blackwing and his teamtend to the injured. Gage enters.

BLACKW NG
Capt ai n.

GAGE
How i s she, Doc?

BLACKW NG

Cel este? She’s resting. She’s in
the next room | ying down.
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Gage enters the next room Celeste is lying dowmm with a big
smle.

CELESTE ( CHUCKLES)
Gage, honey. What are you doing to
t he ship?

GAGE
Me? I't’s those Rygoni ans. Venturer
and Europa have just survived their
attacks on us. So far, that is. How
are you?

CELESTE (d GGALES)
| don’t renenber when | ever felt
better. Doc fixed nme up good. The
w t hdrawal s made ne depressed, but
not anynore.

She reaches out and touches Gage’s face.

CELESTE ( CONT' D)
So when can | get back to work, hnf

GAGE
Not for awhil e.

CELESTE ( LAUGHS)
Al right. No hurry.

Gage turns to see Blackwi ng standing in the doorway.

BLACKW NG
| ve done ny best with what we’ve
got on hand. Whatever’'s in the
at nrosphere on Rygon 2 isn't quite
i ke anything |’ ve ever
encount er ed.

Gage places a hand on Bl ackwi ng’ s shoul der.

GAGE
| understand. It’'s no one’s fault.
Except Rygon’s. Every mnute, |
have to rem nd nyself not to give
in to vengeance. \Wat Linc and
other victins of Rygon must’ve gone
t hr ough.

BLACKW NG
You know we’' Il hel p you keep things
in perspective. Mst of us would
follow you into Hell if you asked
us to.
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GAGE
| msure you woul d, unlike those
who deserted us | ast year.

Cel este suddenly gets between the two nen, | aughing.

CELESTE
|’d foll ow you anywhere, Gage.

She salutes playfully and | aughs sone nore as Bl ackw ng
escorts her back to bed.

BLACKW NG
Back to bed, Celeste. Just awhile
| onger.

CELESTE ( LAUGHI NG
What ever you say, nedicine nman.

Cel este clinbs back i nto bed.

GAGE
How nuch | onger do you estinmate
till she’s herself again?
BLACKW NG

At least 3 or 4 hours.
GAGE ( NODDI NG
Fai r enough.
EXT. SPACE - EURCPA

It exchanges fire with Warship 2.

| NT. VENTURER - BRI DGE
A hol ogram bl i nks on of Rygon.
RYGON
Unl ess you give up this
fool i shness, prepare to be boarded.
GAGE
|’d just love to see you try! Gage
out!

Rygon’ s i mage di sappears.
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GAGE (CONT' D)
We’re gonna have to take care of
oursel ves, as Europa’s trapped.
Damm. Shi pw de.

APRI L
Open.
GAGE
This is your captain speaking.
W' re about to be boarded. And you
know what to do.

Bri dge crew scranbl e for weapons.

I NT. VENTURER - CORRI DORS

Crew nenbers stormthe corridors with their weapons.

| NT. BRI DGE - WARSHI P

Techni cians repair an instrunentation console as Rygon
t ouches a communi cati on pad on his panel.

RYGON
Progress report.

ENG NEER (O S.)
The engines will be in perfect
functioning order nonentarily, Your
Wor shi p.

RYGON
Qut st andi ng. He touches the pad
agai n.

RYGON ( CONT’ D)

Soon, Gage, 1’|l blow you out of
t he Uni verse.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE
As Gage enters and returns to the command post.
VASQUEZ

We're in range of Rygon's fortress,
sir.
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APRI L
Pi cking up Rygon. He's heading this
way.

GAGE
Battle stations. | knew he’'d cone

back for sone nore.

EXT. WARSHI P 3 AND VENTURER | N SPACE

As Warship 3 opens fire on Venturer.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

As everyone braces thensel ves. The bridge shakes fromthe
i mpact .

GAGE
Return fire.

EXT. VENTURER | N SPACE

She fires on the warship, sending chunks of its outer hul
i nto space. Europa swoops down from behi nd and opens fire on
Warship 3's stern.

GAGE
April, audio.
APRI L
Audi o0 up.
GAGE
Gage to Rygon. Gage to Rygon
Surrender or we'll finish you off.
RYGON (O S.)

"1l never surrender to you or to
anyone. And since you won’t
surrender either, you'll all be
dest royed.

GAGE
Suit yourself. Gage out. To hel
with it. Josie, take us closer to
Rygon Prinme. W’ re gonna go ahead
and destroy Rygon’s fortress.
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JOSI E
Aye aye.
EXT. VENTURER | N SPACE
As she speeds closer to Rygon Prine. Warship 3 fires on them
wth their aft weapons, grazing Venturer’s aft hull. Europa
bl asts Attack Cruiser 3's aft weapons bank.
| NT. VENTURER | N SPACE

Josi e and Vasquez stare at their instrunentation.

VASQUEZ
Al nost in range of the fortress.

A hit fromWarship 3 rocks Venturer.

GAGE
Fire at wll, Vasquez.

VASQUEZ
Yes sir.

Vasquez touches the fire pad.

EXT. VENTURER | N SPACE

Her forward cannon fires at Rygon Prine.

EXT. SKY FORTRESS- RYGON PRI ME - DAY

As the weapon blasts lance the atrium blowing it to bits.

| NT. CI TADEL

Enforcers scurry in all directions as the ceiling crashes
in. Some of themget out of the way in tine.

I NT. A CI TADEL CORRI DOR

Mar dona rushes to a hatch and opens it. Another burst of
fire fromVenturer rocks the corridor, causing her to
stunble to the ground. An explosion rips out a nearby wall
whil e she I eaps to her feet. She rushes to a hatch and opens
it, clinbing into an escape craft and activating the
controls. The engine huns to |ife. An Enforcer tries to
climb into the cockpit through her.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 88.

ENFORCER
Pl ease! Let ne in!

Mardona literally kicks himout of the hatch and he stunbles
to the floor just as another explosion sends a chunk of the
ceiling crashing dowmn on him He starts to scream but never
finishes. Mardona straps herself in and | aunches the escape
craft. Just as she takes off, an explosion cripples the
escape craft.

EXT. SKY FORTRESS
The escape craft leaps into the sky but then spins out of
control toward the ground.
| NT. ESCAPE CRAFT
Mar dona westles with the controls as she careens toward a
skyscraper. She yanks a control stick back, ejecting her
seat .
EXT. SKYSCRAPER
The escape craft crashes into it, bringing down nost of the
bui | di ng.
| NT. BRI DGE - WARSH P
Rygon grasps the command post, fum ng.
COMMUNI CATI ONS
They’ ve destroyed your sky
fortress!
RYGON

Then bl ow them out of the heavens!
EXT. WARSHI P 3 I N SPACE
As her forward weapon banks open fire on Venturer and her
aft banks attack Europa. Each ship returns about three tines

as much fire, causing severe explosions all over Warship 3's
outer hull.
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| NT. ENG NEERI NG DECK - WARSHI P

The engi neering crew scurry out of the engine roomas the
engi ne core begins to glow bright red, then orange.

| NT. BRI DGE
As the communi cations officer gapes at his panel.

COVVUNI CATI ONS
Engi ne overl oad!

Rygon touches a pad and a transparent cylinder fromthe
ceiling closes around him Hi s station descends just as the
hel m expl odes, throw ng the hel nsman agai nst the cylinder.
Rygon, command station and all, disappears bel ow decks, the
cylinder retracts, and a hatch cl oses where the comuand
station was.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

Gage is now standing in front of his command post, fists
bal | ed.

GAGE
That’'s it!

APRI L
Capt ai n.

GAGE
No nore nercy!

APRI L
Ni | es! Their engi ne’s overl oadi ng.
It’s done.

Gage peers at Warship 3 in the forward viewport.
GAGE
Overl oadi ng? Warship 3 s engi ne
suddenl y det onat es.
The Venturer bridge crew all try to shield their eyes.

GAGE (CONT' D)
Evasi ve!



90.

EXT. VENTURER AND EUROPA | N SPACE
As the expl osion unl eashes a shock wave nushroom ng
t hroughout the sector. Venturer swings hard to starboard and
Europa hard to port in an effort to avoid the worst of the
shock wave.
EXT. SURFACE OF RYGON PRI ME - DAY
The shock wave rattles buildings and causes cracks in sone
of them acconpanied by a | ow runble. Even the ground cracks
in sone areas.
EXT. VENTURER AND EUROPA | N SPACE
Debris pelts both ships, but it’s small enough that the
outer hull of each vessel absorbs nobst of the inpact.
| NT. EUROPA BRI DGE
The bridge m|dly shakes.
XAHNA

Europa to Venturer. Are you all

right?
| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

Gage is sitting down again.

GAGE
W're all right. Quite a |ightshow
And you?
XAHNA (O S.)
We’'re fine.
GAGE
You probably didn’'t get to fire on
t he Pound.
| NT. EUROPA BRI DGE
XAHNA

No, but now it |ooks Iike we ought
to have a clear shot.

( CONTI NUED)
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GAGE (O S.)
Fire away.

XAHNA
Fire.
EXT. EUROPA | N SPACE
As she fires at Rygon Prine.

EXT. SURFACE - RYGON PRI ME - DAY

Europa’s bl ast strikes the ground above the Pound.

I NT. THE POUND

The Keeper area on the higher |evels caves in. Keepers
scurry out of the way.

I NT. THE POUND - LOWER LEVELS

The incarcerated aliens | ook around in bew | dernent. Madane
President is no exception as she stands still, trying to
hear what’s going on. Another strike and the stretch
forcefields flicker off. The aliens rush out of their
cubi cl es, attacking the Keepers.

| NT. VENTURER BRI DGE

April stares intently at her panel. GAGE Visual. Apri
brings up the hol oscreen, which shows a crater |left by
Europa’ s strike.

EXT. VENTURER AND EUROPA | N SPACE

Both ships’ forward hulls detach and head for the surface of
Rygon Pri ne.

EXT. SURFACE OF RYGON PRI ME - DAY

The forward hull of Venturer |ands near the Pound, and Gage,
Josi e, Vidazz and Yorick disenbark, all arnmed with coblar
rifles. They clinb into the crater. Vidazz activates the

el evator door and it opens. The foursone enter the el evator
and take it to the lower levels. Wien they exit the

el evator, they run into aliens fighting Keepers. Sone of the
Keepers spot Gage and aimtheir weapons at him

( CONTI NUED)
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YORI CK
At t ack node!

Yorick’s forearns MORPH i nto coblar gun barrels, and he
opens fire on the Keepers, knocking them across the
corridor. Al the other Keepers and outworlders freeze a
nonent .

PRESI DENT
Capt ai n!

GAGE
Madanme President. Looks |ike you
had everythi ng under control.

PRESI DENT
It was the dammedest thing. The
ot her Keepers just ran away. Sone
even took off their uniforns!

GAGE
What ?!

JOSI E
| just arrived on this world, and
already 1'd like to get off.

VI DAZZ
Sonme of these people probably don't
know what to do now that you
attacked the sky fortress.

PRESI DENT
You attacked the sky fortress?!
Qut st andi ng, Captain! Did you al so
bl ow up the geneators here?

GAGE
Wth Europa’'s help. I'lIl explain as
we're getting everyone to the

surf ace.

Gage sees a figure at the end of the corridor scurry around
a corner. He steps forward.

GAGE (CONT' D)
Everyone to the surface.

JOSI E
VWhat is it?

( CONTI NUED)
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GAGE
Il be up as soon as | can, now
nove!

Rygon tries to bolt past Gage, but Gage grabs him He points
hi s weapon at Rygon.

EXT. SURFACE OF RYGON PRI ME - DAY

The el evat or opens and Gage and Rygon stunbl e out, hands at
each other’s throats. Gage pulls Rygon to his feet and
shakes him

GAGE
You oppress outworl ders. You
murdered ny best friend. But you
haven't died yet, oh no.

Josi e and Yorick spot the commotion and rush a few yards
cl oser. The other outworl ders anble toward Gage and Rygon
al so.

JOSI E
Capt ai n.

GAGE
After all the trouble we’ve gone
t hr ough.

PRESI DENT

For the |ove of God. Captain,
don’t. A mssion of peace,
remenber ? Renenber ?

GAGE
Peace. That’s right.

JOSI E (GULPI NG
That’s right. Right.

A nunber of Rygonian citizens crowd around. Gage surveys
t hem

RYGON (SM LI NG
| relished the sound of the blast
when | blew up your friend. And the
sounds of outworlders crying when |
boasted to them about it.

GAGE

| won’t stoop to your |evel, so
just give it up.

( CONTI NUED)
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RYGON
Cowar d!

GAGE
On the other hand, how do the
citizens feel ?

RYGON
The citizens?!
GAGE
Citizens of Rygon Prine, | present

the cause of this planet’s
probl ens: Rygon hinsel f! He' s al
yours.

Gage pushes Rygon away and scurries out of the way of the
smal | nob of citizens. Josie and Yorick step out of the way
as the citizens attack Rygon. Yorick puts a hand on Gage’'s
shoul der and Gage nods. Josie hugs Gage. Mardona rides up on
a Rygoni an beast of burden and frantically clinbs off. She
fights her way through the nob and they slowy disperse,
reveal ing a bruised, bloody corpse. Mardona screans and
cradl es Rygon in her arns.

MARDONA
Pl ease don’t | eave ne, Rygon
Who' | | give ne guidance? Wo'l

keep ne from contam nati on by
out wor | ders?

Josi e eases toward Mardona.

GAGE (QUI ETLY)
Josi e, what are you doi ng?

Josie raises a hand to himas Yorick stands at the ready.

JOSI E
Mar dona. You've got a lifetine
ahead of you.

MARDONA
Go away! You hear ne?!

Josi e winces slightly.

JOSI E
Vi dazz says Rygon took you away
fromyour parents as collateral for
unpai d taxes.
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MARDONA
A fair trade. My parents were
i rresponsi bl e.

JOSI E
But now Rygon Prinme can be free.
And the outworlders can go hone.

MARDONA
My husband’s dead and it’s all the
fault of you m serabl e outworl ders.
Rygon Prime’s in chaos, and it’|
never be the same. Never!

Gage rolls his eyes and shakes his head.

GAGE
| shoul d hope not.

MARDONA
Just | eave us!

JOSI E
(raising her hands)
Al right.

Mar dona bolts away. Josie turns to rejoin Gage and Yori ck.

GAGE
Now |l et’s get the hell out of here
once and for all.

Mar dona stops | ong enough to touch a control on her belt.
She | ooks up at the sky, then runs away. A rock in the sky
begins to buckle. Its lights flicker. Gage | ooks at Mardona,
t hen upward.

GAGE (CONT’ D)
Al'l aboard! Let’s go!

CREW MEMBERS scurry onto the Venturer gangpl ank.

GAGE (CONT' D)
Come on, nove, npve! That’'s it, one
in front of the other!

The rock falls fromthe sky as the gangpl ank begins to
close. Gage leaps onto it. The instant it closes, Venturer
streaks into the sky. The rock above falls. It crashes onto
the ground and shatters, leveling every building on top of
it. Rubble and dust spread out for at least a mle as nearby
bui | dings on the ground begin to falter.
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EXT. RESI DENTI AL NEI GHBORHOOD - RYGON PRI ME - DAY

Mar dona drags herself aimessly down the street and spots a
Rygonian famly junping up and down and praising the fall of
Rygon’s sky fortress. Mardona stops and watches them She
then | ooks up at the scorched, snoking sky fortress in the
di stance. She falls to her knees and cries.

EXT. SPACE - VENTURER AND EURGCPA

Bot h ships, battle-scarred, cruise out of Rygon Prine’ s
orbit and streak off into the spatial anomaly.

I NT. GAGE' S CABI N - VENTURER

Gage sits at his desk conposing a nessage for the Bauers
famly on his conputer.

GAGE
Dear Ophelia, |I'’msure that by now
you’ ve received the awful news
about Linc.

Gage now stands in front of his dresser mrror in tears.

GAGE (CONT' D)
| couldn’t help but offer ny
condol ences and ask what | can do
for you and the children. Pl ease
tell them| ought to be Earthside
in a couple of weeks.

GAGE (V. O)
Li nc has al ways been there for ne,
and we won't be the sane w t hout
hi m
Gage turns away fromthe mrror.
GAGE
Josh, Bianca: your father’s passing

wasn’t in vain. He took a step
toward peace in our quadrant.

The i mage of Gage breaks up and vani shes fromin front of
the dresser mrror. Gage hinself still sits at his desk.

GAGE (CONT' D)
Wll, it's a start.
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EXT. SPACE - ROVELTUS

Vent urer and Europa approach the planet’s orbit. Each ship’'s
forward hull detaches and heads for the planet’s surface.

EXT. ROVELTA D EMBASSY BUI LDI NG SURFACE OF ROVELTUS - N GHT

Gage, Celeste, Yorick and Xahna di senbark in dress uniforns,
greeted by a Roveltoid welcom ng conmttee. Fleet Admra
Stito | eads the committee toward both vessels once the
anbassadors di senmbark from Europa. The wel com ng conmittee
appl aud. Gage and ot hers wave at them

GAGE
Thank you, thank you everyone.

The wel com ng conmittee approach Gage and his entourage.

STI TO
Capt. Gage. W finally neet in
per son.

Gage shakes Stito’s hand.

GAGE
Admral. We did it.

STI TO
Your conmuni que concerni ng Capt.
Bauers was quite unfortunate.

Gage nods sol emly.

STI TO ( CONT' D)
So was the situation with your
war ni ng buoy. At |east we could
repl ace that.

GAGE
That’ s appreciated, Admral. Those
who survived incarceration on Rygon
prime were traumati zed by the
experi ence.

STI TO
O course, so the Council has
deci ded to postpone the peace talks
until the anbassadors undergo
psychiatric treatnent.
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GAGE
Damm good i dea.

STI TO
In the nmeanti ne, however, we’ ve a
grand cel ebration prepar ed.

CELESTE
"1l drink to that. Cel este
Bal dri ca, Engi neeri ng.

Cel este briskly shakes hands with the Admral.

| NT. EMBASSY BUI LDI NG

Where the cel ebration takes place. An alien waitress uses
her many appendages to bring out food. Gage is talking with
Fleet Admiral Stito while Celeste and Xahna sit at a table
sipping wine. Dr. Blackwing joins Europa’s chief nedica

of ficer in asking the anbassadors nedi cal questions. Mdane
President is shaking hands with everyone as Roveltoid nusic

pl ays.

GAGE
So I was able to make a friend or
two on Rygon Prine, and that’s how
| got hel p bringing back the
anmbassadors. As | was saying
goodbye to Vidazz, he said
sonet hi ng about possibly getting
sone of his people together and
starting a whole newregine. I'm
sure if he does his art wll
repl ace Rygon’ s decorations.

STI TO
A fascinating story. As for the
peace tal ks, we’ll be able to hold

them after the anbassadors undergo
sonme rehabilitation

Cel este excuses herself and heads for the nearest exit as
Bl ackwi ng wat ches her | eave.

EXT. EMBASSY BUI LDI NG NI GHT

Celeste sits just outside the building with her drink as a

Rovel toid enters the building. She gazes up at the stars as
a spacecraft streaks by.
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CELESTE
So where can | go to forget about
you, Gage?
She gul ps down sone nore wi ne and | ooks up in the sky again.

FADE OUJT



