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I NT: A WORN DOWN COMMUNI TY DI NI NG HALL AT A LOCAL
CHURCH- LUNCHTI ME

Tabl es are set out, about 8 of them wth folding chairs. It
is alarge neeting roomin the church with a kitchen off to
one side. Volunteers are working away preparing food. A |ong
serving table is bare, hot plates enpty waiting for the

| arge trays and pots. People have already filed in and are
seated waiting for lunch to be served. They ae a ragtag
bunch of seniors, nostly healthy, sone in scooters and

wal kers. There is a bit of chatter as they wait.. People
file in at staggered nonments and say hi. Everyone knows each
ot her.

A crew of 3 regulars wal ks in and people say hi, nmake
greetings and they head to their regular table of the |ast
5+years. One is already arrived and waiting for them They
sit down and start the usual banter

DOLEN
Colin... You still flapping your
lips. How do you do that when
you're the only one at the table?

CCOLIN has a PH.Din science and is long retired. He w |
usual ly scan his iPad while he waits for people to arrive,
| ooking for flyers and deals on groceri es.

COLI N
Hi . Pineapples are on for 3% at
NoCost .

RON

That' d be great if anyone at this
table Iiked them W tell you this
every week, dude.

DOLEN
Don't start himtalking... He won't
shut it for at least 10 m nutes.
Each word in an excuse for the
next. The guy used to |l ecture for
hours.

RON
| s Marl ene com ng?

DOLEN
She wal ks. .pretty cold... She m ght
not bot her.

COLI N
Pea soup... Big can... 88 cents.



RON
Now | can get behind sonme pea soup

DOLEN
Told ya... Yap yap yap. That's
Wednesday's flyer, dude. Sales

over.
COLI N
Damm.. Is it?
DOLEN
| don't know... Just trying to shut
you up.
COLI N
Saw a great foreign film
yesterday... From Argentina
t hi nk.
DOLEN
Leme guess... You forgot all the

details in the last 24 hrs.

RON
Marl ene's here. Hey Marl ene!

Marl ene's a new addition to the table. She's only been used
to the banter and abuse for a couple of nonths. The crew
figured she'd eventually run once she got to know t hem but
she | aughed al ong and deci ded to stay. She had noxy.

MARL ENE
Hey guys. You guys al ready do the
daily trivia?

RON
Not yet. Dolen's not finished with
Col i n.
MARL ENE
Oh.
DOLEN
You'll starve if you don't stop to
eat... So just shut it, professor.
RON
What was the novie about?
COLI N
Hold on... Let nme think. It was
really good. | want to get the

t henmes right.

DOLEN
No shit.



MARL ENE
Here we go.
RON
Was it up for an GOscar?
COLI N
No..wait.. It was from Brazil.
RON

Start the trivia, Dolen. This could
take a whil e.

The crew had a regular ritual of guessing the celebrities
that were born that day.. To help with nenory as they got
ol d. DOLEN pulled out his cell to start the gane. He checks
out the list everyday before the |unch.

DOLEN
Not a | ot today, guys.

COLI N
|"mlooking it up now.. The title.

RON
Fire away, Dol en.

TOWY, a regular, obese and invalid at the next table slunps
slighly left and his head falls back in his massive,

el ectric wheelchair. The table froze and waited for the
snore that usually followed. It takes |onger than usual.

RON
Jeez... |Is he.. ?

DOLEN
Doubt it. Gve it a mnute.

TOMW snorts a bit and begins snoring.

RON
Christ... Every tine.

DOLEN
He's not goi ng anywhere. Tests from
his last doctor's visit were not
bad.



RON
He's good at novie trivia when he's
consci ous.

DOLEN
"1l go before he does. I"'min
rough shape.

RON

How s the nurse who draws your
bl ood at the clinic doing? You
maki ng any headway?

DOLEN
Nurse Feratu? Sane... Calis
st opped working | ast year so don't

know why |'m bot hering. She doen't

get ny jokes but |aughs out of
pol i teness.

RON
New fl ash.. We all do.

RON and DOLEN both | augh at the jab. MARLENE sm | es,

the warnth and | aughs too.

after all.

She was going to fit

right

feels
in

The m nister of the church steps in to announce the |unch

wi Il soon

be served.

DOLEN
Shush. It's the Rabbi.

RON
(loudly into the room so
the priest will hear)
What is the nature of the profane,
past or ?!

PASTOR
(good huroured smile) )
Well they didn't really idenitify
it at the semnary but |I have a
feeling it's at your table.

RON
Burn. Good one, Rabbi .

DOLEN
He's a good guy.
MARL ENE
He's totally right.
RON

| believe he is. Got the name of
t hat novi e yet, professor?



CCLI N

It was Afghani stan.

RON

Well, they both start with "A".. So
you' re inproving.

DCLEN

Shush... He's gonna say grace.

PASTOR

Heavenly father... W thank you for
this food and for the people who
made it. And for this gracious
opportunity to commune and break
bread in your presence.. Anen.

For all their

They were all
chances.

Ron, in true form pulls out his lighter,

irreverent bluster, the table never failed to
bow t heir heads and say "Amen" in unison at the same tine.

getting up there and didn't want to take

lights it and

holds it up as if at a rock concert and procl ai ns,

RON

Yeeaahh provi dence!

PASTOR

Now THAT's funny! Take care guys.

RON

Until next time, padre.

RON sits and the crew get back into their routine.

RON

So dude... \Were's the trivia?
DOLEN

The phone... Still | oading.
RON

Crap phone.
DOLEN

It's the exact sane nodel as yours.
You told me to buy it.

RON

That's why | KNOWit's a crap
phone.



DOLEN
Oh.
MARL ENE
So you guys do trivia every |lunch?
RON
Ya. It's a nenory exercise. W can
barely renmenber what we had for
br eakf ast .
DOLEN
Speak for yourself.
RON
What did you have, Kreskin?
DOLEN
Uhhh. Hang on .
RON
(to Marl ene)
See?
COLI N
It WAS Af ghani stan!!!
RON
Not hi ng conmes from Af ghani st an
now... It's a caliphate. Filns are
illegal.
COLI N
(still staring at his
i Pad) )
Oh...ya. It was really
i nteresting.
DOLEN

Apparently.

JUST then a big redwood of a dude wal ks in carrying bags and
wearing a big hiking pack. He is in a |long run-on sentence
in a big boom ng voice. He's pretty young but the |unch
brings in all sorts.. It's all welconed. Al kinds of odd
behaviour is tolerated. H s nane is JOHN. RON and DOLEN s
interested is piqued.

DOLEN
Wonder what's up with this poor
guy? Any ideas M. Social Wrk?



RON
Used to see this back at the
shelters and detoxes. He's not

mentally ill in the text book
sense.

DOLEN
Vell let's sit himdown... See what
the hell is going on.

RON
['I]l wave hi m over.

MARL ENE
Excuse me?! | don't think that's a
good idea. | don't feel very

confortable around him

RON
Nei her do I. What's your point?

MARL ENE
It's just that he could be violent.

RON
Dolen is violent. Don't every get
into an instant coffee debate with
hi m over Nescafe or Taster's
choi ce.

MARL ENE
| ' mserious. Don't ask himto sit
here. He terrifies ne.

RON
He terrifies ME. He probably
terrifies everyone... No one wl|

start a conversation with him
That' s probably one of the things
maki ng hi m nuts.

MARL ENE

Do WE have to be the first?
RON

VWhat... Leave it up to the next

guy? This is the courage you' ve
been readi ng about in novels, kid.
It's not that shining arnor

bal oney. 1've been trying to get
t he pastor on board. He's
cl uel ess.

MARL ENE

| don't know. ..

DOLEN
Cour age never does. Don't worry...
It'"11 be fine.



RON
You ready?
DOLEN
Never am for your antics. Bring him
on.
MARL ENE
Goodness.
RON

Don't get up and leave. 1t'll
destroy him CGot it?

MARL ENE
What have | gotten nyself into.

RON
Onward christian soldiers..
Jeez..the pastor always | eaves
before the hard cases show up.

RON puts his hand up and catches big John's attention. He
sees this and makes his way over to the table with 2 heaping
pl ates of food for this big boy. COLIN knows the play and
puts his iPad away. JOHN is still in his run on sentence,
nonsensi cal, w de eyed rant.

RON
Got a seat over here bud.

JOHN
Jeez... Thanks. Nobody's ever
invited ne over before. | think cuz

it's | watch a |l ot of Youtube and
sonme opinions of Trunmp, try to be
objective. After what | saw on the
vacci nes during Covid,| keep ny
eyes peel ed. Especially living
outside that |ast couple of nonths.
| try to look at both sides, ya
know? | think people hate ne for
that. I lost ny house 6 nonths ago.
That was a big surprise.You gotta

| ook at both sides... That's

i nportant.

RON
Ya... For sure. How d you end up
her e?

JOHN

Hard to say. My world is Youtube

now. All of a sudden | couldn't

work at all... A big healthy guy,

can't get out of bed. Oh and ny

wi fe died suddenly of cancer. It

couldn't have been the vaccines..
( MORE)



JOHN (cont' d)
They weren't invented yet. Been
trying to figure it out.

RON
Cancer, he? That sounds bad. .
Real | y bad.

JOHN
| know... | stopped going to work.
Lost the house. |I'msleeping at the
back of the church here. Anyway,
you gotta listen to both sides.
It's like King Arthur... The round

table... That was a | ot of sides.
Denocratic. So | try to be King
Arthur..live up to ny wife's
menory. A quest. | talk about

i nportant things now. . Always

tal king about things, trying to

| earn about the world. It's a big
worl d.. You al ways gotta be

[ earnin' history and stuff. | never
read. | never understood anythi ng
anyone was wal ki ng about. | hang

out at the library now all day and
| ooks at books. They're so
interesting.. You can |learn so nuch
by readi ng books. My wife read...
was always trying to nmeasure up
How about JFK and Marylin? Ww.
Didn't know that. It was in a
book.. Ww. Do you |ike ny
backpack? Soneone gave it to ne on

the street.. .just wal ked up and
gave it to ne. People can be nice
sonetinmes. Anyway, |'mtryin to

get registered with welfare in this
district. They won't give ne a
cheque till | do. Jeez.. The food
here is pretty good. So what's al
this about the Romans and stuff..
They were pretty cool, ya know?

RON and DOLEN let himprattle on for a bit then DOLEN s
junps in.

RON
So that's how you got here?

JOHN
Oh ya.. You guys asked ne that.
Sorry. | just keep tal king and
talking... Can't sit still... Not
since ny young wife died. Gotta
keep tal king ya know? Anyway, the
Romans were really cool.. The
coliseum and stuff. Ben Hur,

( MORE)

10.



11.

JOHN (cont' d)
Caesar... | can watch this stuff at
the library... It's a big world out
there man. My wi fe knew about this
stuff. Caesar got knifed!! Wow. .
The tides of march... Tides affect
ever yt hi ng.

RON and DOLEN have devel oped a short hand of clues and head
nods over the years for bringing guys like JOHN in fromthe
cold. RON steps in.

RON
That's quite a thing to | ose your
wi fe so suddenly, so young.

JOHN
| know Totally freaked ne out.
Started partying day and ni ght,
lost my jo.. lost the house 4
months | aterb. (back to the rant)Do
you guys now about the war? Ww.
Din't realize it was so big. They
said JFK was invovled after or
sonet hing and they shot him And
t hat was supposed to be Canel ot!
You know | know a | ot about King
Art hur now.

RON
That's pretty inpressive, John. Al
this you' re doing for you wfe.

JOHN
Thanks. She's was special . (pause..
A small gap of enotion and he's
back to his rant.) | think Arthur
shoul d be around now, that's why
I"mtrying to be like him ya know?

RON
Under stand perfectly, dude.

JOHN
Thanks, dude. Nobody gets ne. Fuck
man, electric cars... Totally toxic

batteries, right? But you gotta
| ook at both sides, right?

DOLEN
Absol utely.



JOHN stops haltingly, pondering, rant is gone.

JOHN
You guys are neat.. You know what
"' mtal ki ng about. Toxic batteries
and fish and stuff..

DOLEN
Do you like trivia?

JOHN
Na.. My wife was good at trivia.
Such a smart girl. King Arthur..she
woul d have liked him.. Wuldn't
have died on him Stuck around.

RON
Sounds |ike a special girl. \Wat
did she | ook |ike?

JOHN
HUH?

RON
You're wife... How tall, hair
col or..

JOHH
OH...1 haven't thought about that
inalong tinme... Unhh.. She was
about 5,2.. Sturdy gal.. Brown
hair..

stari ng ahead.

JOHN
She had an east coast ... Unhh..
Accent... (pause.. his eyes noisten
a bit) I... Urh... | don't wanna
tal k about this ... | wanna talk
about other stuff, guys.

RON
She sounds |like a great gal... o
on, east coast accent..

JOHN
Uhh.. Ya... Fol ks are from east
coast... Fishing town..

12.

He's just

JOHN has conme to a full stop, stopped eating. Tears are
wel ling up. H's head goes down and he lets out a sob.

MARLENE is new to the crew. Her nouth is agape at this whole

t hi ng. .

Conmpl et e amazenent.

She noves in toward poor JOHN

i ke she m ght takes his hand and RON waves her off. Mre to

do.



RON AND DOLEN | ean out and give himsone space.
sobbing a bit then collects hinself.

RON
You didn't nention her nane, John?
VWhat was her nane.

JOHN
... Uhh.. | haven't said it in a
while. ..

RON
We figured. We've all been there,
ki d.

JOHN
| don't knowif | can say it..

DCLEN

Lost ny wife too. Took ne a while
to say her nane.

(15 beats) )

JOHN
Brigid... Her nane was,,, Brigid

The rant

13.

He starts
IS gone...

JOHN' s wld eyes are cal mas he | ooks up and around.. Tears

stil

evi dent .

JOHN
That was the first tinme | cried for
her. Ever. 1 don't know what you

did but.. Thanks.

RON
We know suffering, kid. Couldn't
let it go on.. Not if we could do
sonet hi ng about it.

CCLI N

My nane's Colin, that's Ron, that's

Dol en. This is Marl ene.

DOLEN
Wel cone back. Looks |ike you' ve
been gone a long tine.

JOHN
| have. It's weird but | don't want
a drink now | uhh.. CGotta | eave
fellas... CGotta call ny famly.
They' ve probably been worried sick.



14.

RON
Understood. Very King Arthur
stuff... You slayed a dragon

today.. THE dragon. You won't have
to prove your courage in the sane
way again. That's what those
dragons nean in those tales.
Brigid woul d be proud.

JOHN
(a few nore controlled
sobs) uhh... Thanks.

Poor TOMMY in the massive wheelchair snorts |oudly again,
fills the room. He wakes up and | ooks around.

COLI N
And thaat's Tomy.

JOHN is not ranting at all now. Very calm He gets up, grabs
hi s bags and big knap sack, heads out of the room He turns
and | ooks at the table. DOLEN gives a small wave. He
departs.

MARLENE is still staring nmouth agape at the situation and
her new friends. RON and DOLEN nove back into the table.
CCOLIN pulls out his iPad again and starts |ooking at flyers.

CUT TGO MARLENE nedi um shot. She is astounded at what has
happened, wondering about these gruff old, swearing

cur nudgeons and amazed. After sone realization, she warns
into a smle.

RON

s the trivia up yet? Reprobate?
DOLEN

Shit. Popup ad... G me a second.
COLI N

The pea soup is Habitant. 88 cents.

DOLEN
Habitant? Well that's different.
But the flyer's expired, professor.

COLI N
Oh... Right.

RON
So, Marlene. Up for a gane of
trivia? Think you can handle this
t abl e?



MARL ENE
... Uhh.. Don't think I'm gonna
ever |eave after that. That was
amazi ng.

DOLEN
Just another day at Bail ey Road.
There's al ways Tuesday. Up to it?

MARL ENE
Ya. Wouldn't mss it.

THE END

15.



16.
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