
2.


"ANDROMEDA"
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Jason Young
Based on the short story by

Jason Young
FADE IN:

INT. THE TEMPLE OF JOPPA - DAY
The scene opens on a close-up of a great statue of Thetis, the patron goddess of the city of Joppa. We pull back and crane down to see that her marble face is overlooking the wedding ceremony that is taking place in the temple. We continue to pull back to see a crowd of people who have gathered from near and far to witness this alliance. 
ANGLE ON ANDROMEDA
We get our first glimpse of the bride. Her name is ANDROMEDA, and she is the beautiful daughter of the Ethiopian king, Cepheus.
ANGLE ON PERSEUS
We get our first glimpse of the bridegroom. His name is PERSEUS, and he is the Greek prince of Argos.
TWO-SHOT - ANDROMEDA AND PERSEUS
They both look at each other and smile like two people who are deeply in love.

ANGLE ON CASSIOPEIA
We see CASSIOPEIA – the Ethiopian Queen and mother of ANDROMEDA – enter the scene and stand in front of the young couple. She is a woman that has aged gracefully over the years and has acquired the wisdom to match it. But in just a few moments we see that wisdom take a temporary reprieve.
CASSIOPEIA
I, Queen Cassiopeia of Joppa, freely give my daughter, Andromeda, in marriage to the noble prince Perseus. I give him, the most beautiful of all women...even more beautiful than the goddess Thetis herself.

ANGLE ON STATUE
We see a crack in the head of the statue.

CLOSE-UP - PERSEUS
PERSEUS notices the crack and pulls ANDROMEDA away from danger.

WIDER ANGLE

We see the head of the statue detach itself from the body and fall to the ground.

ANGLE ON HEAD
The head comes to a rest, directly in front of CASSIOPEIA.

WIDE ANGLE

There is a moment’s silence.

ANGLE ON HEAD
As if by magic, the stone eyes of THETIS flash open and stare CASSIOPEIA in the face.
THETIS' voice (from statue)
Hear me vain a foolish mortal woman. You dare compare your daughter's beauty to mine, and in my own sanctuary. For this you will pay dearly
ANGLE ON CASSIOPEIA
CASSIOPEIA falls prostrate to her knees as though the last rites were being pronounced over her life.

CASSIOPEIA
Forgive me, Thetis. Forgive me.
ANGLE ON HEAD
THETIS’ VOICE 
In thirty days, your daughter, Andromeda, must be taken to the sacrificial rock, bound and chained to the stone. A sacrifice fit for the Kraken. She must be delivered to the Kraken at the setting of the sun, or else the Kraken will destroy Joppa and everyone in it. For the insult you have done to me I demand the life of Andromeda...IN THIRTY DAYS.

WIDE ANGLE

The temple continues to rumble as we slowly:




DISSOLVE TO:

INT. THE ROYAL CHAMBER - NIGHT
The mood is sombre. We get our first glimpse of CEPHEUS – the Ethiopian king and father of ANDROMEDA. He is a man who has defeated warriors and armies single-handedly in his time, but now he is faced with a challenge that not even he can resolve. He is in consultation with PERSEUS and a council of war.
PERSEUS
How can a mortal man face and destroy the Kraken? 

(Only silence comes back at him.) There must be a way.
CEPHEUS
Perhaps...one way. But the way...even more dangerous than the Kraken itself.
PERSEUS
Tell it to me.
CEPHEUS
The head of the gorgon, Medusa. One look from Medusa will turn any living creature into stone.
PERSEUS
How do I find this Medusa?
CEPHEUS
You will find Medusa on the Isle of the Dead.

PERSEUS
Then I will take ten men with me and go at once.

He begins to make his departure when he hears:
CEPHEUS
Perseus.

PERSEUS stops and turns round.

CEPHEUS
You’ll have to win the head of Medusa first. (He locks eyes with PERSEUS) She’s not going to give it to you as a present.
ANGLE ON PERSEUS
PERSEUS trades looks with CEPHEUS as the full gravity of what he is up against suddenly dawns on him. He takes inspiration from his divine heritage and the protection of Zeus and brings the conversation to a close.
PERSEUS
Ten men is all I’ll need.

He whirls around and exits.





DISSOLVE TO:

CLOSE SHOT - ANDROMEDA
Thirty days have passed and PERSEUS has still not returned.





DISSOLVE TO:

INT. SACRIFICIAL POOL - DAY

ANDROMEDA emerges from the sacrificial pool where she is being cleansed. Her ebony skin glistens in the light, accentuating her physical beauty. There is an otherworldly quality to her, as though she has already made a spiritual leap to the gods. Her body beckons to free itself of its humanity to begin its ascent. 
EXT. THE SACRIFICIAL ROCK - DAY

ANDROMEDA joins the procession, flanked by priests who escort her to the rock of sacrifice. They place the manacles around her wrists and ankles, and fasten her to the cold rock. They hurry back into the crowd, and wait for the dreaded moment.

WIDER ANGLE

A blanket of silence carpets the shore.

CLOSE SHOT - PRIESTS
The priests look in anticipation until...

WIDE ANGLE - THE SEA
The sea begins to boil like a stove pot, hinting at a tremendous energy below. A great roar of water becomes displaced as a tentacle rises into the air and wraps itself around a rock. The massive body of its owner pulls itself above the surface, and its scaly face peers down at Andromeda through eyes the size of ships.

CLOSE SHOT - ANDROMEDA
ANDROMEDA turns her face tightly to the rock, waiting for the moment to end.

WIDER ANGLE – THE CROWD
A cheer rises from the crowd.

CLOSE SHOT - ANDROMEDA
ANDROMEDA turns her head slowly...straining to see...daring to hope.
WIDE ANGLE – PERSEUS AND PEGASUS
WE see PERSEUS on the flying stallion, Pegasus, holding the head of Medusa in his hand. He points it in front of the KRAKEN’S face, and the eyes of the gorgon begin to open.
ANGLE ON KRAKEN
The Kraken remains motionless as it begins to age a thousand years within a moment of time. It starts to crumble, forcing huge chunks of its stiffened body into the sea. All at once it becomes unbalanced, and tumbles backwards in the ocean. The surface of the sea gurgles and bubbles, and then discharges its final moan.

ANGLE ON PERSEUS
Pegasus deposits PERSEUS on the sacrificial rock, and he releases ANDROMEDA from her chains. They look into each other’s eyes and seek each other’s lips in a loving kiss.
WIDE ANGLE - THE CROWD
The crowd cheer, and we bring this story to a close in a slow:





FADE OUT.

