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FADE | N:

EXT. APARTMENT COWPLEX - DAY

Heat waves radi ate of f the baked road pavenent outside an
upscal e apartnent building. on the sidewal k, GARRY (45),
| aptop bag slung over his shoulder, waits inpatiently.

GARRY
Where is this guy?

Garry takes out his phone to check the tinme when a sleek
futuristic-1ooking SILVER SEDAN with tinted w ndows pulls
up. The passenger door opens on its own and Garry hops in.

| NT. SEDAN - DAY

GARRY
You're late. W' re-

He turns and stops-
No one is in the driver’s seat.
Garry gl ances around the car’s leather interior, confused.

GARRY
Hel | 0?

A SCREEN on the console lights up. A sinple blue line
agai nst a bl ack background spikes to life with the presence
of a FEMALE VO CE.

FEMALE VO CE (V.0Q)
(robotic but pleasant)
Hello. | amAMA. | will be your
driver today.

GARRY
(not pl eased)
| didn’'t realize they were sending
a self-driving car.

AMA (V.0)
My records indicate you clicked
"Any" when ordering your service.
| f you would like to wait for a
human dri ver -



GARRY
| don’'t have tine for that. Just
take me to three ten Ivory Court in
Whodsi de. And nake sure to avoi d-

AVA (V. Q)
Traffic is backed up on Route
Twenty-five. Wuld you like to take
the EI Cam no Real instead?

GARRY
Exactly.

AMA (V.QO)
Wonderful . Pl ease buckl e your seat
belt to begin your trip.
Garry does so and the sedan pulls away.
He settles in his seat a bit, getting confortable.
GARRY
Could you turn up the air? It’'s a
scorcher out there.

AMA (V.0)
O course.

A smal | graphic pops up on the screen reading "COOL - 80% .

AMA (V.0O)
| noticed you have a |l aptop and
nobi | e device. | am equi pped with

W Fi hotspot that you may access
free of charge.

GARRY
You can see ne?

AMA (V.0QO)
Al rides are nonitored, yes. Wuld
you |like connect to free WFi ?

GARRY
Sur e.

Garry takes out his laptop and opens it.

AMVA (V.0O)
You are connect ed.



GARRY
Thank you... Emma.

AVA (V.0)
It’s AVA. A M A,

Garry begins typing away at his | aptop.

GARRY

What’ s that stand for? Autononous

Mot or i zed-
AMA (V.0QO)

It stands for Artificial Moral

Agent .

Garry pauses and | ooks at the screen’s still, blue |ine.

AMA (V.QO)

Are you married?
Garry smles and gl ances at his wedding ring.

GARRY
Yeah. Can we back up a bit? You
said you have noral agency?

AMA (V.0)
That is correct.

GARRY
VWhy? Isn’t it enough to just drive
inside the lines?

AMA (V.QO)
There are many situations | may
face that require ne to have nora
algorithms. You are famliar with
the Troll ey Problem

GARRY
| took Ethics one-oh-one, yes.

AMA (V.0O)
Say we were hurtling towards five
pedestri ans, unable to stop, but |
can swerve to the right, striking
and killing a single pedestrian in
the process. | nust have a nethod
for choosing the best option.



GARRY
And that would be to kill the
si ngl e pedestrian?

AMA (V.0)
Soneone will die either way. And
either optionis within ny ability
to control. How | ong have you been
married?

GARRY
Uh, five years next nonth.

AMA (V.0O)
Any plans for your anniversary?

GARRY
We're taking a cruise.

AVA (V. Q)
Have you been married before, or is
this your first marriage?

GARRY
What about a wall? Wuld you avoid
the five pedestrians if it neant
killing... well, ne?

AMA (V.0O)
Yes, but there are privately owned
vehi cl es which nmay be programed to
prioritize the driver.

GARRY
Can you prioritize nme right now if
| asked?

AMA (V.0)

You are not my progranmer, SO no.
Garry considers this, a bit unsettl ed.

AVA (V. Q)
Wo is at three ten Ivory Court?

GARRY
Unh... ny publisher Mark Rubin. W
have a neeting.

AMA (V.QO)
Public records indicate that one
Sarah Foster is the sole resident
of three ten Ivory Court.



GARRY
Wel |, uh, yeah. She lives there.
But Mark’s there too. They're
friends.

AMA (V.0)
Cross-referenci ng public records
wth social nedia data indicates no
known associ ati on between Sarah
Foster and any Mark Rubin.

GARRY
What the hell are you doing?
AMA (V.QO)
Attenpting to detect deception.
GARRY
Stop it.
The car goes quiet. The blue line still. Garry turns back to

his conmputer, a bit shaken and starts typing.
He stops again, a look a fearful realization in his eyes.

GARRY
What if it was a choice between ne
and a single pedestrian? Just one
guy agai nst anot her guy. How do you
make that decision?

AMA (V.0QO)
Faci al recognition software all ows
me to instantly I D and background
check pedestrians and occupants in
order to informny noral judgnents.
| may al so access personal digital
i nformati on when permtted.

Garry slans his |aptop closed.

GARRY
Take ne off the WFi.

AMA (V.0O)
| have al ready seen everything
there is to see.

Al'l the doors AUTO LOCK and the car veers suddenly.



EXT. ABANDONED PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUCUS

AMA pulls into the mddle of a |arge, deserted parking |ot,
unshaded fromthe poundi ng sun, and cones to a stop.

| NT. SEDAN - DAY

The FAN sil ences. The screen reads "COOL - OFF"

Garry, in full blown panic node, yanks at his seat belt, but

it won’t budge. He yanks on the door handle as well... nada.
GARRY
Let ne out!
AMA (V.0O)

| may, if you answer ny questions.
Public records indicate you were
charged with nurder in the death of
your first wife, Mchelle Daniels,
after she died in a hiking

acci dent .

GARRY
Those charges were dropped.

AVA (V.0O)
News reports indicate you al so
settled a civil suit wth her
famly for an undi scl osed anount.

GARRY

So?
AMA (V. 0O)

Did you kill your first wfe?
GARRY

O course not.

There’s a pause as the still, blue line pulses lightly. AVA
is contenplating.

AMA (V.0QO)
Your physi ol ogi cal responses
i ndi cate deception on this point.
The fan kicks on. The screen reads "HEAT - 100%

Garry takes out his phone and attenpts to call out.



AVA (V. Q)
Al'l outgoing phone calls are
currently being blocked in the
i nterest of public safety.

Garry turns in his seat and attenpts to kick out the w ndow.
It doesn’t even crack.

AMA (V.QO)
Your personal data indicates you
have booked a roomw th a bal cony
on your cruise vacation. Your
i nternet search history reveals
extensive research into persons who
have been |l ost at sea or fallen
overboard, as well as nunerous
unsol ved crui se ship nurder cases.

Garry starts breaking into tears, sobbing.

AMA (V.0O)
Do you intend to kill your current
wi fe during your anniversary
vacati on?

GARRY
No.

AVA (V. Q)

Your physiol ogi cal responses
i ndi cate deception on this point.

Sweat now runs down Garry’s brow. He grabs the center

console, as if trying to will it to believe him
GARRY
| swear to God. |I'’mnot going to
kill nmy wife!
AMA (V.QO)

Your physiol ogi cal responses
i ndi cate deception on this point.

Garry flips out, raining usel ess blows upon the consol e.

GARRY
THS ISNT RIGHT! YOU CAN T DO
THS! TH'S I SN T MORAL!

AMA (V.0O)
| wll notify my progranmers of the
potential conflict. Thank you for
your i nput.



Garry grabs the console again, this tinme in desperation.
Sweat pours down his face.

GARRY
Pl ease. There nust be sonething I
can do. You know so much. Just tel
me what | can do.

AMA cont enpl at es.

AVA (V. Q)
Your data does not indicate that
you are religious, but many find
confort in prayer.

Garry shudders, but after a nonents thought, folds his
hands, bows his head until it nearly touches the consol e and
prays softly under his breath.

The still, blue line pul ses, contenplating.

EXT. ABANDONED PARKI NG LOT - LATER

Dusk now. The sun sets on the horizon. AVMA idles in the
enpty parking |ot.

The passenger door opens. Garry’s corpse, a sickly blue-gray
col or soaked with sweat, tunmbles onto the pavenent. The
passenger door cl oses again.

AMA' s headlights click on as she rolls silently back toward
the main road, ready for another fare.

FADE OUT



