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Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith

Story by George Lucas

Screenplay by Jared Shayne

Title Card: A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away...

EXT. SPACE

A vast sea of stars serves as the backdrop for the main title, followed by a ROLLUP which crawls into infinity.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1War! The Republic is crumbling under attacks by the ruthless Sith Lord, Count Dooku. There are heroes on both sides. Evil is everywhere.

In a stunning move, the fiendish droid leader, General Grievous, has swept into the Republic capital and kidnapped Chancellor Palpatine, leader of the Galactic Senate. 

As the Separatist Droid Army attempts to flee the besieged capital with their valuable hostage, two Jedi Knights lead a desperate mission to rescue the captive Chancellor...

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PAN DOWN to reveal a magnificent BATTLE over the atmosphere of CORUSCANT. Hundreds of REPUBLIC VENATOR-CLASS STAR DESTROYERS, JEDI DELTA 7’s, and CLONE STARFIGHTERS clash as they fight SEPARATIST TRI-FIGHTERS, CRUISERS, and VULTURE DROIDS. Leading the Confederate fleet is the INVISIBLE HAND, the flagship of the Trade Federation. The Republic is lead by the JUROR, commanded by the newly appointed ADMIRAL BAIL ORGANA. 

A Star Destroyer heads over the camera, and two JEDI STARFIGHTERS exit the underbelly. They fall past a WALL of SEPARATIST CRUISERS trying to escape the blockade. PILOTING the Jedi Fighters are OBI-WAN KENOBI and ANAKIN SKYWALKER. 

The fighters fly through the frantic battle completing a frantic series of loops and turns. They blast several Droid Fighters out of the sky. 

int. obi-wans’s fighter

Obi-Wan Kenobi is now a Jedi Master, and a member of the Council. R4-P17 is his astromech droid. He grimaces as debris from enemy fighter craft nearly misses his fighter.

obi-wan

Careful, Anakin. There are too many droid fighters; we’re running out of room. 

Anakin’s voice comes over Obi-Wan’s comm-link. 

anakin

(over comm-link)

Speak for yourself, Obi-Wan...

int. anakin’s fighter

Anakin, a full Jedi Knight, bears the scars and marks of a long and bitter war. R2-D2 is attached to his wing. 

anakin (CONT’d)

Remember, more droids means more targets.

int. obi-wan’s fighter

obi-wan

No, more droids means more ways to get killed. Focus your mind, my young Jedi.

int. anakin’s fighter

anakin

I told you not to call me that! I’m not your Padawan anymore.

obi-wan

(over comm-link)

No, but you still have much to learn.

ext. space 

Wings of Tri-Fighters are released from a FEDERATION CORESHIP. They attack the Republic fleet, suddenly discharging their boosters and charging forward.

int. plo Koon’s fighter

Anakin 

(to Obi-Wan, over comm-link)

I passed the trials, and I demand that you  - -

plo Koon

This may not be the best time for this discussion. 

Blaster bolts rock Plo Koon’s fighter. 

Plo Koon

We have incoming fighters!

int. obi-wan’s cockpit

plo koon (cont’d)

(over comm-link)

Repeat, incoming fighter craft.

ext. space

Tri-Fighters race at the Jedi. They pick them off, as a SQUAD of CLONE FIGHTERS and Jedi Fighters enters the fray.

int. bly’s fighter

bly

(into comm-link)

This is Commander Bly. We have to stop those fighters from breaching the blockade. 

Anakin

(over conm-link)

Hey, Bly...I’ll bet you I can reach the Federation Flagship before you even scramble your squad.

bly

You’re on...Master Jedi.

ext. space

Anakin plows into the on-coming enemy fighters.

int. anakin’s cockpit

Red lights blink on as enemy fire approaches. ANAKIN looks towards R2.

anakin

Hang on, R2. We’ve got company. 

R2 lets out a loud whistle.

ext. space

As the two fleets clash, several Jedi Starfighters are destroyed.

int. anakin’s fighter

anakin

Whoa!

int. invisible hand – bridge

COUNT DOOKU paces, surrounded by NEIMOIDIAN TECHNICIANS and BATTLE DROIDS. Two WARANCA aliens, GEAN WALOK and LESI TOOR, coordinate fleet operations, watching a large viewscreen. A Technician, TEY GALN, turns to the Count.

TEY GALN

Sir, another of our Techno Union Cruisers has been destroyed. 

dooku

The Republic fleet is stronger than my sources led me to believe. Take out the command ship. Without the leadership of Admiral Organa, the clones will fall into chaos, and the Jedi will be forced to regroup. By then, we’ll have them surrounded.

gean walok

Excellent. Another brilliant move, your Excellency. 

dooku

I try.

ext. space 

The Invisible Hand fires its huge cannons at the Juror. 

int. juror – bridge

Bail Organa, now with a field commission of Admiral, rocks as the blaster fire hits the ship.

bail

Report.

captain kagi

Incoming fire from the Invisible Hand, sir.

bail

Move us away. Divert all remaining power to the shields, and tell those fighters they need to infiltrate that ship as soon as possible.

 captain kagi

Yes, sir.

The ships rocks violently again.

int. juror – gunnery bays

As the ship is hit again, the bulkhead is destroyed. Hundreds of CLONE TROOPERS are ripped into space.

int. juror – bridge

captain kagi

Sir, Gunnery Bay Ten has been destroyed.

bail

Evacuate the area.

(to himself)

May the Force be with us.

ext. space

Anakin and Obi-Wan are much closer to the Invisible Hand. In the distance, BANKING CLAN CRUISERS trade fire with Star Destroyers exiting HYPERSPACE.

Commander Bly’s ship is hit, exploding in bright fireball. Obi-Wan swerves.

int. obi-wan’s fighter

obi-wan

That was close! Almost there, R4.

ext. space

The Invisible Hand releases several VULTURE DROIDS, which attack the Jedi. The flagship then sends out a pack of ROGAS, small attack droids that are designed to rip a ship apart. They land on Obi-Wan’s fighter and begin to tear into it.

int. obi-wan’s fighter

obi-wan

What?! Hold on, R4. I’m going to try and shake them off.

ext. space

Obi-Wan zigzags, but the rogas remain, cutting his ship to pieces. A roga stings its laser around, and decapitates R4! The little droid’s dome goes spinning off into space.

int. obi-wan’s fighter

obi-Wan

R4! Blast!

(into comm-link)

Anakin, I’ve lost my astro droid, and some new separatist weapons are having a little too much fun with my fighter. A little help, please?

int. anakin’s fighter

Anakin is in the midst of blasting Vulture Droids. 

anakin

On my way.

He blasts a few more droids.

anakin

I haven’t had this much fun in years!

obi-wan

(over-commlink)

Anakin! NOW!

anakin

Sorry.

ext. space 

Anakin heads towards Obi-Wan’s fighter, blasting away the nasty little rogas. However, one evades him, ducking the cockpit.

int. obi-wan’s cockpit

anakin

(over comm-link)

Hold on. I’m going to try something else.

Anakin’s fighter looms as it races for Obi-Wan’s ship.

Obi-wan

Anakin? Anakin, no! Stop!

ext. Space 

At the last moment, Anakin slows, and uses his wing to scrape the roga off of Obi-Wan’s ship.

int. obi-wan’s fighter

anakin

(over comm-link)

There you are, Obi-Wan. Good as new.

An alarm sounds. Obi-Wan becomes frantic.

obi-wan

Not quite, I’m afraid. My ship’s taken too much damage. Looks like I’m going in the hard way. 

anakin 

(over comm-link)

I’ll follow you in. 

ext. space/int. invisible hand – hanger bay

Obi-Wan spins out of control as he heads for the Federation flagship. He manages to avoid the TURBO LASERS shooting at him, and flies full speed into the hanger bay, taking out a number of battle and SUPER BATTLE DROIDS. The ship crashes into a bulkhead and comes to a stop. Before the droids can react, Obi-Wan leaps out of the ruined ship, lightsaber ignited. He cuts down several droids. They regroup and begin to fire their blasters at him, but he deflects them back at the droids. 

Anakin flies his ship over Obi-Wan and blasts the remaining battle droids. Anakin and R2 land and exit the his fighter. Meanwhile, five Clone Fighters also land, and their pilots join the Jedi. 

commander thire

Master Jedi, it is agreeable to see you well.

Obi-Wan pulls a TRACKING DEVICE from his robes. 

obi-wan

According to this, the Chancellor is being held several decks below us. Let’s find a turbo lift, and quickly.

The nine companions race out of the hanger bay.

int. invisible hand – bridge

Dooku stands before a view screen. Standing next to him is GENERAL GRIEVOUS, a skeletal cyborg who is the military leader of the Separatist forces. He is also a hunter of Jedi, and uses his four hands to utilize lightsabers taken from slain Jedi.

The SEPARATIST COUNCIL, including NUTE GUNRAY, RUNE HAAKO, PO NUDO, PASSEL ARGENTE, POGGLE THE LESSER, SHU MAI, SAN HILL, and WAT TAMBOR, appears. 

dooku

Hello, my friends. I have important news.

nute gunray

It’s hotter than a Rattataki summer here, Dooku! I demand that we be allowed to leave at once!

dooku

I’m afraid that’s quite impossible, Viceroy. The General has deemed it necessary to keep you and the other Council members on MUSTAFAR for the duration for the war. 

grievous

It is for your own protection.

dooku

The General’s decision has been made. There’s really very little I can do.

grievous

We are contacting you to report the outcome of the battle.

dooku

Yes. I’ sure it’s only a matter of time before we have subdued the Republic fleet. However, we are behind the schedule. We will not arrive on time.

GRIEVOUS

This pushes back our entire battle plan.

int. mustafar – separatist council – day

The Council watches Dooku and Grievous on the view screen with interest.

dooku

Contact your soldiers. You may be on that fire pit longer than we anticipated.

nute gunray

This is inane! I must - -

The Neimoidian CAPTAIN, KRONOK DOFINE, approaches Dooku and Grievous.

kronok dofine

Sirs! Two Jedi and several clone troopers have boarded the ship!

Dooku ends the transmission. Nute slams his fist on the table.

nute gunray

This has gone on long enough. If General Grievous serves us, then why have we become his prisoners?

poggle the lesser

(subtitled)

This war is not going as planned.

shu mai

The General is too ruthless. He will be the death of the entire Separatist Movement! 

The others nod in agreement.

int. invisible hand – bridge

Dooku and Grievous study the ship’s interior scanners. Grievous is now followed by two DROID BODYGUARDS, 8 and 9.

dooku

Where are the Jedi now?

kronok dofine

We’ve lost track of them, sir.

Dooku turns to Grievous.

dooku

I’ll check on the Chancellor. You take care of the Jedi.

If Grievous had a mouth, he would be grinning.

grievous

It would be my pleasure.

int. invisible hand – Corridor

The Jedi, R2, and the clones are mid-battle with a small army of battle droids. Obi-Wan and Anakin charge into the droids, slashing them apart with their lightsabers and deflecting their fire. Two clone troopers follow, but fall through traps in the floor. The other clones have found cover and are pinned down. 

obi-wan

Anakin! We need to find another way. We’re wasting time that could be spent saving the Chancellor.

thire

I’ll hold them here. You go get Chancellor Palpatine.

anakin

R2, stay here. Help the Commander. And give us some cover.

R2 warbles. He blows out a cloud of steam. Obi-Wan nods to Anakin, and they FORCE-RUN down the hall. They stop when they see General Grievous and bodyguards turning a corner.

obi-wan

General Grievous!

grievous

Destroy them!

8 and 9 raise electropikes that are impervious to lightsabers. Obi-Wan and Anakin charge. They duel with the droids. Anakin takes 8, while Obi-Wan fights with 9. The droids parry their every move. Anakin Force pushes 8 into a wall, but the droid summersaults back onto his feet. Meanwhile, 9 punches Obi-Wan, sending him sprawling. 

anakin

We’ll never rescue Chancellor Palpatine at this rate!

Anakin gets an idea. He starts cutting into the floor. 

obi-wan

Anakin? What are you doing? Anakin?!

Obi-Wan yells as the floor collapses under them, and the Jedi plummet down into the bowels of the ship.

int. invisible hand – lower decks 

Obi-Wan and Anakin’s landing is stopped by the rapidly rising liquid filling the lower decks. 

obi-wan

Great, Anakin, just great! Now what are we supposed to do?! And what is this liquid?

anakin

It’s fuel. The supply lines must have ruptured. 

Anakin looks up. Far above, is a ceiling with a hatch.

anakin (cont’d)

Uh-oh.

obi-wan

What now?

anakin

If we’re where I think we are, and I must be, those electrodes in the ceiling are sensitive. When the fuel reaches them, the explosion will blow this ship in half.

obi-wan

Start swimming.

Anakin takes out his comm-link.

int. invisible hand – Various corridors

The clone troopers lie dead on the floor, as do the battle droids. R2 is the only one still standing. He turns and starts for where he last saw the Jedi. Anakin’s voice crackles from a comm-link bolted to R2’s side.

anakin

(over comm-link)

R2! R2, get back to the fighter, and fly it out of here! This cruiser is going to blow!

R2 whistles and heads for the hanger bay.

int. invisible hand – lower decks

The two Jedi swim as the rising fuel brings them closer to the hatch. Suddenly, Obi-Wan is pulled underneath the surface. He looks down. A Super Battle Droid clings to his foot. Dozens of other battle droids are under the surface, slowly approaching the two Jedi. 

The droids pulls Obi-Wan in the bottom. He kicks it away, but more approach. Anakin sees his old master’s distress, and dives down to help him. The Jedi engage in hand-to hand combat. They can’t use their lightsabers in a liquid environment. As they fight, the fuel gets closer and closer to the electrodes. 

After a minute, the Jedi manage to force-push the droids away, creating strange trailing patterns in the fuel. They breach the surface, taking huge breaths of air. They can now reach the hatch in the ceiling. Obi-Wan opens it. 

OBI-WAN

Let’s go!

He and Anakin climb through, battle droids close behind them. 

int. INVISIBLE hand - VENTILATION Shaft

The Jedi find themselves in a shaft leading up to a new level. As soon as they are through, Anakin turns and seals the shaft shut with his lightsaber.

int. invisible hand –lower decks

The fuel reaches the electrodes. 

int. invisible hand – VENTILATION shaft

The hatch starts to buckle. 

anakin

Go!

obi-wan

Yes, Anakin, I already figured that out!

The two Jedi quickly climb the ladder and run down the hall as the hatch explodes after them.

int. invisible hand – bridge

Alarms sound. A panicked Kronok Dofine turns to Gean Walok.

kronok Dofine

There’s been a large explosion mid-ship! We’re losing control of the vessel!

gean wolok

Stay at your post!

The ship starts to shake.

kronok dofine

Evacuate!

The Captain leaps up and runs for the turbo lifts.

ext. space 

The Invisible Hand is blown in half.

int. juror – bridge

bail

The Chancellor is on that ship!

captain kagi

What are your orders?

bail

Have the nearest squads attempt a landing. 

captain kagi

Sir, it’s too dangerous!

bail

Just do it!

int. invisible hand – corridor #2

R2-D2 glides along the floor. A battalion of battle droids runs past. One bumps into R2. 

battle droid UUT-4

You! What is your operating number?

R2 whistles. 

battle droid uut-4

That is not a valid operating number.

The battle droid raises his blaster.

battle droid uut-4 (cont’d)

I must take you to the enemy containment center.

R2 sticks out an arm, and shocks the battle droid in the leg. UUT-4 collapses. The other battle droids start firing at R2. He activates his rocket boosters, and flies over their heads, blowing steam in his wake to confuse the enemy. R2 races as fast as he can for the hanger bay.

int. invisible hand – corridor #3

Obi-Wan and Anakin warily walk down the corridor, headed for a bank of turbo lifts. Obi-Wan studies his tracker. 

obi-wan

Chancellor Palpatine is this way. We’ve got to hurry. 

anakin

It’s too bad mind tricks don’t work on these droids. Otherwise we may have made better time. 

obi-wan

Remember, Anakin, don’t try to take out every droid. Just disable them and move on. We - -

Suddenly, a group of DESTROYER DROIDS arrives, and opens fire on them. Explosions hit the wall around them. They activate their laser swords and engage the Droidekas.

obi-wan

(to himself)

Why does this feel so familiar?

The turbo lift arrives, a large chamber that is used for moving entire regiments of droids. Battle droids arrive on the scene. The Jedi back into the turbo lift. But before the doors close, several battle droids enter as well. 

int. invisible hand - turbo lift 

The Jedi and battle droids are now fighting in close quarters. 

obi-wan

Blast! We certainly could use some cover right about now!

Where’s R2 when you need him?

anakin

Hopefully out of here by now.

Obi-Wan speaks into his comm-link.

obi-wan

R2, come in. R2!

int. invisible hand – hanger bay

R2 is climbing into Anakin fighter, when he hears Obi-Wan’s voice over the comm-link.

obi-wan

(over comm-link)

R2! If you’re still aboard, we’re going to need your help! There are too many droids between us and the Chancellor, we need you to give us some cover. We’re on turbo lift twenty-eight, headed down! Hurry!

R2 realizes he’s come all this way just to have to back. He spits out an electronic raspberry and turns around.

int. invisible hand – turbo lift 

obi-wan

(into comm-link)

Hurry!

A droid fires at him. He slices it in half.

In the lift shaft

Anakin sees an entry door for the lift in the wall. He grabs onto it. The lift heads down, blasting him with wind. 

in the lift

Obi-Wan continues his fight against the droids.

in the lift shaft

The doors to the entryway open. A battle droid stands there. It fires at Anakin. He leaps and falls towards the lift as it descends. 

in the turbo lift 

Anakin falls through the hole in the ceiling, startling Obi-Wan.

obi-wan

I thought you were off to save the Chancellor.

anakin

I encountered some technical difficulties.

Anakin and Obi-Wan dispatch with the rest of the droids. The stand there, breathing heavily. 

obi-wan

This does get old after a while, doesn’t it?

anakin

Not at all. I find it invigorating.

obi-wan

You would.

The lift comes to a sudden stop. Obi-Wan’s tracker BEEPS. 

obi-wan (cont’d)

Chancellor Palpatine is directly ahead.

The lift doors slide open.

int. invisible hand – Outside general’s quarters

Anakin and Obi-Wan exit into a dreary hall. Anakin suddenly stiffens. 

anakin

Dooku is in there. 

obi-wan

Don’t do anything you’ll regret later, Anakin. We need Dooku alive. His information could be valuable for the war effort.

Anakin

I’ve spent years waiting for a re-match, Obi-Wan. I’m not about to waste it.

Obi-Wan looks dubious.

Obi-wan

Remember: alive!

Together, the two Jedi enter. However, the ship is now turning in space, and the center of gravity keeps shifting.


int. invisible hand – general’s quarters

The Jedi enter a dark, dim chamber. They immediately spot SUPREME CHANCELLOR PALPATINE, manacled to a chair in front of a large viewport that overlooks the battle.

anakin

Chancellor Palpatine!

palpatine

Anakin, look out! He’s here!

Count Dooku steps out of the shadows, lightsaber drawn.

anakin

Dooku!

dooku

Ah, young Master Skywalker. And Master Kenobi, of course. How wonderful to see the both of you again. 

obi-wan

Count Dooku, you are the leader of the Confederacy of Independent Systems, and as such, you are under arrest in the name of the Galactic Republic and the Jed Order, for war crimes against the people of the Republic and use of the Dark Side. You have the right to remain silent. You have the right to cease your use of the Force, to avoid further transgressions. You  - -

An angry Anakin interrupts. 

anakin

You took my arm Dooku...now I will take your life!

dooku

Really? I assure you, it will be I who takes your life. Perhaps I should begin with the other arm?

Anakin ignites his lightsaber. Dooku does the same. 

obi-wan

Count Dooku, if you do not comply, I will be used to use violence to - -

Dooku charges. Anakin and Obi-Wan begin their duel against the Count. Using the low gravity, Anakin leaps up and kicks Dooku in the head. The Count recovers, and force pushes Anakin and Obi-Wan in a wall. Obi-Wan is knocked out. It’s just Dooku and Anakin now. They charge each other. Dooku nicks Anakin’s robotic arm. 

palpatine

Anakin...Obi-Wan is wrong. We don’t need Dooku alive! He’s a threat to the entire Republic. 

Anakin attacks, Dooku parries. Dooku drives Anakin against the wall. 

dooku

Foolish boy! You don’t have any idea of who you’re dealing with, do you?

anakin

I’d dealing with Dooku, the murderer and monster.

dooku

No! I am no longer just Dooku. I am the Sith Darth Tyranus! I am the one who murdered Sifo-Dyas all those years ago, and used his name to order the Republic’s clone army. I even recruited Jango Fett myself. 

anakin

Why?

dooku

It was an order...from my master. 

palpatine

Don’t listen to him, Anakin! He only knows how to lie! He’s evil. Remember how he tried to kill SENATOR AMIDALA? How he threw you into an execution arena, to enjoy your death as he would a game?!

Anakin shouts and leaps at Dooku again. Anakin is taking the offensive, and Dooku finding it more and more difficult to defend himself. The gravity shifts again. 

dooku

Do you want to know who my master is, Skywalker?! The one who so boldly betrayed the Republic...as well as Senator Amidala?

anakin

Your lies won’t work on me, Sith!

With that, Anakin, leaps into the air, and cuts off Dooku’s dueling arm. Dooku yells, and sinks to the floor. Anakin stands over him, triumphant. Palpatine cackles gleefully. 

palpatine

Now, Anakin. Finish him.

Anakin wavers for a moment, unsure.

palpatine (cont’d)

Go on! You said it yourself! He’s a monster. Kill him!

Anakin raises his lightsaber. Dooku looks up at him, sneering, a glint in his eyes.

dooku

You’re next.

Anakin brings down his lightsaber, decapitating Count Dooku. The Count’s body slumps to the floor. Palpatine laughs. 

palpatine

Excellent. Now, unchain me.

Anakin goes to Palpatine, and undoes his manacles.

anakin

Are you hurt, Chancellor?

palpatine

No, no, I’m fine, thanks to you. Anakin, you will finally get the respect you deserve. You will be a hero of the Republic.

anakin

Thank you, Chancellor.

palpatine

As soon as we land.

Anakin’s eyes go wide as he realizes they’re on a ship that’s spiraling out of control.

anakin

Land! We have to land! Follow me!

Anakin grabs the still-unconscious form of Obi-Wan, and they run out of the chamber.

int. juror – bridge

Bail and Captain Kagi watch as the remains of the Invisible Hand head for Coruscant’s atmosphere.

captain kagi

Admiral, the Separatist flagship is headed for the atmosphere.

bail

Send out a warning. Evacuate as many people out of the projected crash site as possible.

captain kagi

Yes sir.

int. invisible hand – various corridors/halls

Anakin carries Obi-Wan and lead Palpatine through the tumbling ships’ hallways. 

anakin

The escape pods are this way.

As they run, they pass R2, who bleats a greeting. 

anakin 

Come on, R2, we’re going the other way!

R2 shrieks! 

As they continue, they head over a narrow ledge. However, the ledge gives out from under them. R2 activates his booster jets, and Anakin grabs Chancellor Palpatine. 

palpatine

It seems I owe you my life once again, Master Jedi.

anakin

Don’t thank me until we’re all off this bucket of bolts.

at the escape pods 

They reach the escape pods. A narrow chute leads to each pod. 

anakin

Get in! I’ll jettison it manually.

palpatine

What about you? 

anakin

I’m going to try and soft-land.

palpatine

No! Anakin, that’s suicide!

anakin

I have to try!

Palpatine smiles. 

palpatine

I admire your bravery, Anakin Skywalker.

With that, Palpatine slides down the chute and into the escape pod. Anakin throws a lever, and the pod blasts away.

int. juror – bridge

captain kagi

Admiral, we’re picking up one more escape pod leaving the Invisible Hand. Sensors confirm that it’s Chancellor Palpatine!

bail

Pick it up, immediately.

int. invisible hand – turbo lift

The two Jedi and R2 ride the lift towards the bridge. The lift suddenly jolts, and starts racing downwards. Obi-Wan wakes with a start. 

obi-wan

That’s not right! What’s going on?

anakin

It’s a long story! Hold on!

Anakin pries the doors open. He removes a Jedi GRAPPLING HOOK, and throws it up. It imbeds in the wall. The two swing out of the elevator, followed by a flying R2, just before the lift crashes and explodes. 

obi-wan

Anakin, what’s going on? Where’s Dooku? Where’s the Chancellor?

anakin

The Chancellor’s safe. He jettisoned in an escape pod.

obi-wan

And Dooku?

Anakin looks guilty.

anakin

He’s dead.

obi-wan

Anakin, no!

Anakin heads for the bridge, followed by R2 and Obi-Wan. 

anakin

We have to try and soft-land.

obi-wan

What?!

int. invisible hand – bridge

Anakin, R2-D2, and Obi-Wan enter. Anakin approaches the flight controls. He grabs them and tries to slow the ship. 

anakin

It’s not use! We’re going too fast.

Suddenly, Anakin hears a strange voice.

strange voice

(Off-screen)

Anakin…

Anakin turns to Obi-Wan.

anakin

What?!

obi-wan

I didn’t say anything! Just concentrate!

Anakin hears the voice again. 

strange voice

(OS)

Anakin…feel, don’t think. Use your instincts.

Anakin recognizes the voice.

anakin

Qui-Gon…?

qui-gon jinn

(OS)

May the Force be with you.

Summoning all his power, Anakin manipulates the controls again.

OUTSIDE

The ship slows.

ON THe bridge

anakin

Come on! Come on!

obi-wan

Come on!

R2 chirps a “come on” as well.

outside

Several FIRE SHIPS, from the Coruscant Fire Department, arrive, flanking the Invisible Hand.

on the bridge

Anakin sees the Fire Ships.

anakin

The Chancellor sent help!

Static bursts through R2’s comm-link, then:

int. fire ship

fire ship pilot

(into comm-link)

Follow us; we’ll put out what fires we can.

int. invisible hand – bridge

anakin

Roger that!

ext. coruscant – landing Platform #1 - day

The fire ships lead Anakin to a large platform. The ship lands, bouncing twice, sending fire and debris flying. The fire ships arrive and spray foam all over the ship, stopping many of the fires.

All is quite from inside the ship…then, Anakin, R2 Obi-Wan emerge, dirty and tired by victorious. R2 maneuvers around the debris. Obi-Wan turns to Anakin.

Obi-Wan

Next time I try to volunteer for a rescue mission on a huge enemy space fortress, please stop me.

Anakin laughs, releasing his tension as a REPUBLIC GUNSHIP approaches. Inside the Gunship are JEDI MASTERS YODA and MACE WINDU. The gunship sets down and the two venerable Jedi run to greet their Knights.

yoda

Obi-Wan, Anakin...very pleased to see you alive, am I.

mace

As am I. You have performed your duties quite admirably.

anakin

It was difficult, but I managed to rescue the Chancellor alone.

Obi-Wan is startled. R2 chirps in surprise as well.

Obi-wan

That’s not quite true, Anakin.

mace

The Separatist fleet has surrendered. Admiral Organa has already returned from his station, and Chancellor Palpatine will be landing shortly. I suggest we meet him.

The four Jedi and R2 board the gunship.

int. Republic gunship – day

The gunship takes off and heads for a distant landing platform. 

mace

The battle was long and hard. Almost two thirds of the Republic forces were destroyed. 

yoda

On the Invisible Hand, what occurred, Obi-Wan? 

obi-wan

Anakin and I managed to infiltrate the ship with a battalion of clone pilots. We met heavy resistance. Dooku himself was guarding the Chancellor.

mace

Yes, we felt his passing in the Force. 

yoda

Wanted you to capture him, we did.

obi-wan

I tried, Master. I was knocked unconscious for the confrontation, and Anakin...was forced to dispose of him.

Mace and Yoda look over to Anakin is surprise.

mace

Anakin?

Anakin only stares back. 

ext. landing platform #2 – day

The gunship lands. Already present is Bail Organa. A large plethora of GALACTIC SENATORS has arrived, to greet the Chancellor. These characters include the LOYALIST COMMITTEE: JAR JAR BINKS, ORN FREE TAA, ASK AAK, and MON MOTHMA; and others, such as FANG ZAR, GIDDEAN DANU, MALE-DEE, NEE ALAVAR, CHI EEKWAY, TERR TANEEL, ACKPAN, and TUNDRA DOWMEIA. Also present are hundreds of other SENATORS and DIGNITARIES, and PROTOCOL DROIDS, including C-3PO. 

Palpatine’s shuttle lands, before a contingent of SENATE GUARDS standing at attention. MAS AMEDDA, Palpatine’s majordomo, exits the shuttle. 

mas amedda

Presenting his Excellency, Chancellor of the Galactic Republic, Supreme Chancellor Palpatine.

Palpatine exits, followed by four ROYAL GUARDS. All assembled cheer as he strides down the platform. Mace, Yoda, Obi-Wan and Anakin approach Palpatine and bow low. 

mace

Chancellor Palpatine. What a welcome sight. Are you alright? 

palpatine

Yes, I am unscathed. Thanks to young Master Skywalker. He saved my life from Count Dooku, and helped me escape a crashing capital cruiser. He is to be commended.

Bail approaches.

bail

The battle is over, Chancellor. The Republic is victorious. 

palpatine

Well done, Admiral. 

bail

Please...I am an Admiral no longer. With this war nearing completion, I’ll resign my field commission, and return to my office in the Senate.

palpatine

Oh, but this war is far from over, Senator. Far from over.

Palpatine begins to stride towards his office complex, followed by the entourage. R2 meets up with 3PO.

c-3po

Hello, R2-D2, I’m quite glad to see you. I don’t see why you insist on putting yourself in harm’s way when Master Anakin is quite capable of taking care of himself.

R2 spits out a response. 

C-3PO

What do you mean, at least you’re doing something useful?! I’ll have you know, Senator Amidala has made me an integral part of the Senate.

R2 squeaks.

C-3PO

Oh how rude!

Another squeak from R2.  

int. office building – hallway – day

Senator Padme Amidala of Naboo watches through a window as the delegation heads into the office. As her robes part, we see she is quite PREGNANT. She covers her stomach with her robes as the group enters the building and walks past her. He goes to Anakin and Obi-Wan.

padme

Master Obi-Wan...Anakin. I heard about your heroics. You are braver than I ever could hope to be.

anakin

That’s not true...Senator. You did repel an invasion of Naboo, after all.

obi-wan

Thank you for your concern, Senator. 

Padme smiles. The group enters the Chancellor’s office.

int. chancellor’s Office - day  

Palpatine sets himself behind his desk, with aides Mas Amedda and SLY MOORE behind him. The others stand, the Jedi off to one side, the Senators to another. (As this scene occurs, Anakin and Padme share fleeting glancing across the room. Obi-Wan notices but says nothing.) Bail addresses Palpatine. 

bail

Captain Kagi is supervising the disarmament effort. The Separatist vessels are being searched by our troops as we speak.   

palpatine

Tell me, Senator, are there many prisoners of war?

bail

We have captured many members of the Separatist fleet, including Sun Rit and Sun Fac, and Gean Walok. However, General Grievous himself evaded containment. 

palpatine

General Grievous is not a threat to be taken lightly. If he survives, then I fear the Republic may still be in danger. 

Mon Mothma

With all due respect, this war seems to be drawing to a close. 

mace

Only a few planets wait to be liberated from Separatist hold. 

obi-wan

The Jedi are preparing to deliver the final assault on the Confederacy of Independent Systems.

palpatine

And tell me, Masters...how can we be certain that the Jedi will be able to handle this threat?

yoda

Know what you mean, I do not.

palpatine

On the flagship, Count Dooku revealed that he was the Jedi who ordered the clone army on Kamino.

Yoda and Mace glance at each other.

mace

As we suspected.

palpatine

I find both Dooku’s turn to evil, and the seemingly futile attempts of the Jedi to stop the creation of this clone army troubling and suspicious. Perhaps my own security forces should handle the final push into Separatist-controlled territory.

mace

I assure you, Chancellor, the Jedi Council did everything we could do avert this crisis. 

palpatine

The Jedi are known for sticking to the past. It is possible if there had been new members on the Council, some fresh blood, then this war may have been prevented. 

Palpatine turns to Anakin.

palpatine (CONT’D)

If Master Skywalker, perhaps, had been privy to all the information gathered by the Council...

anakin

I would never have allowed any of this happen. I would have stopped Dooku before he ever made the alliance with those rebel factions.

palpatine

I agree. That is why I request that Anakin Skywalker be given a seat on the Jedi Council, effective immediately.

Mace, Obi-Wan, and Yoda gasp. Anakin is overjoyed. Padme seems happy as well, but is concerned that Palpatine is meddling in the Jedi’s affairs.

anakin

Thank you, Chancellor. 

yoda

Ready, the boy is not. 

palpatine

Do you know that? How can you if you have not allowed him the opportunity? 

mace

We very rarely allow Jedi Knights on the Council. 

palpatine

Why? A position recently opened up, did it not? His exploits on the Invisible Hand prove he is ready for this position.

obi-wan

I assure you, my former Padawan is not ready for this position of power.

anakin

I am ready, Obi-Wan! And you know it!

Bail, Padme, Mon Mothma, Jar Jar, and the other senators seem increasingly nervious witnessing this “debate.”

obi-wan

Anakin, you know as well as I do that you must train a Padawan of your own before - -

Palpatine shouts, interuppting. 

palpatine

Enough, JEDI!

The entire room falls silent, shocked. Palpatine smiles, breathing heavily. He smiles thinly at the Jedi Masters.

palpatine

I...apologize. My recent ordeal has made me...angry.

mace

We understand. 

palpatine

Let me amend my earlier statement. I do not request that you give Anakin a seat...I order it.

The Jedi are shocked.

mace

As you wish, Chancellor.

Anakin beams.

int. office building – hallway – day

The group disperses. Anakin strides down the hallway, smiling to himself. C-3PO and R2-D2 follow in the background.

c-3PO

Of course I think what you do important. But you can not denigrate my contributions as well. Diplomacy is quite important. I think  - -

R2 spits out a response. 

c-3po

Why, you overweight glob of grease!

Anakin ignores them, continuing on his way. Bail runs to catch up with him. 

bail

Master Skywalker. Congratulations on your recent victory, as well as your new position. You must be quite proud of yourself. 

anakin

I only wish I had been given the proper respect years ago. If I had been in charge of the fleet, then we may not have suffered as many loses.

Bail narrows his eyes.

bail

Excuse me?

anakin

Your tactics were flawed. The fleet was spread too thin, and the reinforcements should have exited hyperspace outside of the system, instead of rushing into a battle unprepared. 

bail

My tactics were approved by the Chancellor’s office itself.

anakin

No, the battle plan was approved. Your job as Admiral was to think on your feet, to change and adapt as the battleground shifted. And you failed. Do us all a favor...stay in the Senate, and leave the fighting to those of us who can succeed.

Anakin strides away, leaving an angry-looking Bail Organa by himself.

ext. space – utapau

Utapau is a grey world, filled with massive sinkholes. General Grievous’ ship, the RAVAGER, exits hyperspace and heads for the planet’s surface.

int. ravager – cockpit

8 and 9 pilot the craft. Grievous sits in the COMMANDER’S CHAIR. 

grievous 

Prepare a landing. And make sure the locals don’t see us. 

8 & 9

Yes, General.

ext. utapau – separatist base – night

The Ravager sets down outside the base. Legions of battle droids stand at attention. Many new ULTRA BATTLE DROIDS are in the ranks. Grievous exits his ship. The battle droids smartly salute. The ULTRA BATTLE DROID COMMANDER, RET-4, bows to Grievous. 

ret-4

Welcome to Utapau, General. My legions are at your disposal. 

grievous

And they will serve me well. The day will soon come when we crush the foolish Jedi, and the Republic with them. Then will come a better order...a new order.

ret-4

Yes sir.

grievous 

Excuse me now, Commander. I must “report” to the filthy money-mongers that we serve...for now.

ret-4

Roger roger.

int. separatist base – utapau – night

Grievous stands before a viewscreen. The Separatist Council appears.

nute gunray

What is going on, General Grievous?! Where is Count Dooku? Have you escaped Coruscant yet?

grievous 

Count Dooku is dead.

poggle the lesser

(subtitled)

Dead! This is horrible! What are we to do?

nute gunray

The Confederacy has no leader. We are finished.

grievous

You are wrong, Gunray. I lead the Separatists now. You will do as I tell you.

nute gunray

You are the one who is wrong! The Separatist Council must decide what is to be done. We are founders of the Confederacy; you are but the leader of our armies. Armies that we control!

grievous

And where has it gotten you?! Nowhere. You are a fool, Gunray, and not a very bright one at that.

nute gunray

Count Dooku never intended - -

grievous

Count Dooku was fool, also. It was his failure that cost us the Chancellor and the fleet at Coruscant. You will listen to me!

rune haako

Why should we?

grievous

Because I’m capable of ripping your heads off of your miserable bodies!

The Separatist Council looks at each other in astonishment.

grievous (cont’d)

Now...release your final legions. We will destroy the Republic. Begin the attack.

Grievous ends the transmission.

grievous (cont’d)

(to himself)

My master will be pleased.

He lets out an evil laugh.

ext. coruscant - jedi temple – night

The Jedi Temple stands tall and proud among the skyscrapers of Coruscant.

int. jedi temple – jedi council chamber – night

The Jedi Council has convened. Yoda, Mace, and Obi-Wan, sit at their positions. Anakin is absent. Other members of the Council are AGEN KOLAR, STASS ALLIE, SAESEE TIIN, KIT FISTO, and PABLO-JILL, and KI-ADI-MUNDI, EVEN PIELL and PLO KOON, who appear as holograms. 

mace

If we are to defeat the Separatists, we must launch a full-scale, coordinated assault. I will remain at the Temple and act as a battlefield director.

Anakin enters. He bows to the Jedi Masters.

anakin

I apologize for being late. I had an audience with the Chancellor.

Mace and Obi-Wan share a look. 

plo koon

I am on my way to  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SALEUCAMI as we speak. Taking the planet will not be difficult.

ki-adi-mundi

I have arrived at CATO NEIMOIDIA. We have made use of our anti-droid weaponry but there are many organic infantry divisions as well.

anakin

Cato Neimoidia is one of the Trade Federation’s prime bases. They have used their facilities there to prepare and launch many invasions in the past.

The other Council members seem uncomfortable hearing Anakin’s input. Despite Palpatine’s order, they don’t feel he is ready to serve on the Council.

ki-adi-mundi

I am well aware of that, Master Skywalker. We’ve only fought brief sorties with the Confederate armies here, but already they have shown their strength.

yoda

Feel you can invade the planet with your current armies do you, Ki-Adi?

ki-adi-mundi

Any additional support will be most appreciated. 

Mace nods to Ki-Adi.

mace

I’ll dispatch Admiral Bel Iblis’ fleet to meet you there as soon as possible.

Ki-Adi bows his head in thanks to Mace.

Pablo-Jill

We have had recent reports of droid forces regrouping on KASHYYYK. 

anakin

The Wookiee home world?

obi-wan

Yes. The Wookiees have always been mighty warriors. Although their tactics are sometimes lacking, they make up for it in sheer brute strength. 

pablo-jill

Their militia has proven invaluable in fighting Grievous’ soldiers in that system.

yoda

Go to Kashyyk, will I, and help the Wookiees over-through their oppressors.

Obi-wan

What of General Grievous? He must be brought to justice.

yoda

Track him down you must, Obi-Wan.

mace

Our intelligence reports claim that he has fled to Utapau.

obi-wan

Utapau? I’ve never heard of it.

Mace activates a 3-D MAP, filling the room with an image of Utapau in the galaxy, and with information on the planet.

mace

I’m not surprised. It’s a world near Gato, until recently held by Separatist fleets. It is a sparsely populated planet with little technology. 

obi-wan

If the Separatists have retreated, then why has Grievous fled there? 

anakin

Obviously, the General has a hidden fortress there.

yoda

Right are you.

mace

Track him down, Obi-Wan, but bring him to us alive.

Mace glares at Anakin, who glares back. Mace breaks the glare first, shutting down the map. 

obi-wan

If we have our assignments, then we should be on our way. There isn’t a moment to lose. 

yoda

Convened, this session of the Jedi Council is.

The Council members rise to leave, bowing to one another. Mace deactivates a RECORDING DEVICE that documents each meeting. 

anakin

Wait! What about my assignment?!

Yoda, Mace, and Obi-Wan glance at each other.

obi-wan

Anakin...your assignment is to help Master Windu in the Temple...for the time being.

Anakin is outraged.

anakin

WHAT?! I’m the best warrior in entire Jedi Order! I should leading the charge into Separatist territory! Have you forgotten, I’m the one who killed Dooku!

mace

What you did on the Invisible Hand was foolish, no matter what the Chancellor claims.

anakin

I can’t believe what I’m hearing.

obi-wan

Anakin - -

anakin

No! Obi-Wan! I thought that as a member of the Council, I’d finally get some respect. I see I was wrong.

obi-wan

You’re not ready, Anakin! 

mace

We will let you discuss this matter in peace.

As Anakin and Obi-Wan talk, the other files out.

anakin

This was your idea, wasn’t it, Obi-Wan? You told them to exclude me!

obi-wan

I told the truth.

anakin

Only from your twisted point of view. If the Chancellor feels I am ready for a seat on the Council, then I am ready!

obi-wan

There is some debate in recent months on whether or not the Chancellor’s judgement can be trusted. 

anakin

Palpatine has better judgement than the entire Jedi Order put together.

obi-wan

Clear your head, my old Padawan. Then we will discuss this matter. 

Obi-Wan strides out of the chamber. Anakin returns to his seat, thoughtful. 

int. chancellor’s office

Palpatine sits behind his desk, flanked by Mas Amedda. He is in mid-discussion with a young officer named GENERAL TARKIN, who appears in hologram form.

tarkin

The Kaminoans assure me that the next batch of clone troopers is almost battle-ready.

palpatine

Excellent, General Tarkin.

tarkin

There is one minor problem. Jango Fett’s DNA material has been used so many times, that it is starting to lose its potency. The cloners request permission to begin using DNA from other sources to grow new soldiers.

palpatine

Tell them that they may do what they must to make sure I have those soldiers on time. 

Tarkin bows.

tarkin

As you wish.

His hologram fizzles out. Then, DAR WAC appears as a hologram.

dar wac

(in Huttese, subtitled)

A number of Senators are here to see you, your Excellency.

PALPATINE

I will see them.

A group of Senators enters, consisting of Giddean Danu, Fang Zar, Male-Dee, ITHORIAN SENATOR COLAYNX, Nee Alavar, Ackpan, and Senator Amidala.

palpatine (cont’d)

What can I do for you, Senators?

padme

We are here, Chancellor, to discuss how you are running the affairs of the galaxy.

palpatine

Oh?

fang zar

Rather then decommissioning your vessels of war, we hear more Star Destroyers are being constructed.

nee alavar

Thousands of more people have been accepted into the Academy for officer training. 

padme

We were under the impression that the war effort would be gearing down...instead it is increasing! How do you explain this?

palpatine

It is quite simple. I believe the true threat has not yet been conquered. 

padme

As members of the Galactic Senate, we disagree. And we must ask you to lay down your emergency powers, as you claimed you were going to at the very beginning of the war.

palpatine

My dear Senator Amidala, you always were strong willed. However, I will not lay down my emergency powers...not yet. 

padme

Then you go against your promises to the Senate, the Jedi, the whole of the Republic!

palpatine

I do what I do for the Republic’s own good, Senator! 

mas amedda

If we lower our defenses, for even a few brief days, then the enemies of the Republic will renew their attack.

padme

There is a difference between lowering our defenses and continuing to fight a war that has already been won.

Palpatine leans forward in his chair, scowling.

palpatine

The war is won when I say the war has been won. And not a minute before. Now, if you don’t mind, I have much to do.

A distraught Padme turns on her heel and exits, followed by the groups of politicians. Mas Amedda turns to Palpatine.

mas amedda

They may prove to be a problem.

palpatine

It doesn’t matter. In a very short while, I will be able to rule without the consent of the squabbling delegates who comprise the Senate.

Mas Amedda smiles.

int. jedi temple – hallway – sunset

Obi-Wan stands at a computer terminal, researching Utapau. Anakin approaches, coming up silently behind him. Obi-Wan jumps slightly at the sound of his voice. 

anakin

It’s a desolate world.

obi-wan

Anakin, you startled me. 

anakin

Utapau. It’s a world filled with giant sinkholes, many of them the size of small canyons. The Utapaui have limited technology, but manage to build their homes into the side of the sinkholes. They are lead by an Administrator named TION MEDDON.

obi-wan

Why didn’t you say this at the Council meeting?

anakin

I didn’t know it then. I’ve been doing some research of my own.

obi-wan

And why is that, Anakin?

anakin

This should be my mission, Obi-Wan. I took out Dooku, I can take out Grievous. 

obi-wan

That’s just it, Anakin. The Council doesn’t want you to “take out” Grievous. You’re too reckless, too arrogant, too - -

anakin

Too powerful?

obi-wan

There’s that arrogance again.

anakin

I am the Chosen One. The one that will bring balance back to the Force, according to the Prophesies. Remember?

obi-wan

Of course. 

anakin

Maybe the other Jedi know I am better than they are. They know I have the most midichlorians. They’ll worried I’ll make them obsolete.

Obi-Wan turns to go.

obi-wan

Have fun guarding the Temple.

Obi-Wan exits. Anakin glowers after him. He turns as he hears two Jedi PADAWAN, BENE and TADO, laughing with a Jedi MASTER, CAL-OSH. 

cal-osh

Go on now, you two. Finish your exercises, and after diner, I’ll allow you a special surprise. 

tado

Yes, Master.

Anakin stares, jealous of the harmonious relationship between the other Jedi.

int. yoda’s quarters – sunset

Anakin sits before Yoda, on the small but comfortable cushions on the floor.

anakin

I try, Master. But I can not understand why the other Jedi shun me.

yoda

Shun you, we do not, Master Skywalker. Worry us, do you.

anakin

Worry you? Why should I worry you?

yoda

Too attached are to, to your destiny. Or what you want your destiny to be. 

anakin

What do you mean?

yoda

Think you are the Chosen One, you do. 

anakin

Obi-Wan told you of our conversation.

yoda

Yes. Care for you, he does. But remember, young Skywalker...if too attached to what you believe your destiny to be, then follow it, you may not.

anakin

I don’t understand. 

yoda

You will...you will.

Anakin grimaces, not understanding. 

ext. coruscant – galaxies theater – night

The GALAXIES THEATER is a massive, towering dome, completely over-the-top and intimidating. Out front, VALET DROIDS take the LIMOUSINE SHUTTLES of important guests. Palpatine departs a shuttle and enters. 

int. galaxies theater – night

Palpatine, Mas Amedda, Sly Moore, and a group of selected REPUBLIC DIGNITARIES watch a huge, majestic musical performance involving zero-gravity onstage. Dozens of DANCERS and PERFORMERS in bright outfits fly through the air. Anakin arrives, and sits next to the Chancellor.

palpatine

Ah, Anakin. I see you received my invitation. 

anakin

How could I pass it up? You did get me my seat on the Jedi Council.

palpatine

Tell me, how goes your stay on the Council?

anakin

Not well. All of the other Masters have assignments to track down and stop the remaining enemy regiments. I have been assigned Temple duty. 

palpatine

That is unthinkable!

anakin

I know. Even Obi-Wan got an assignment, and an important one: to capture General Grievous. 

palpatine

Why do they give Kenobi that assignment? He was knocked out last time he tried to bring a Separatist leader to justice. 

anakin

I know.

Palpatine smiles to Anakin.

palpatine

It is wrong of the Jedi not to appreciate you, my boy. That is why you shall become my personal bodyguard. 

Anakin smiles brightly.

anakin

Thank you again, Chancellor. You keep doing all these amazing things to further my career. I don’t know how I can even repay you.

palpatine

Oh, I sure you’re find a way.

Both smile as the turn back to watch the performance.

int. yoda’s quarters – day

Yoda, Mace, and Obi-Wan are present, lit by the slanted shades.

yoda

Very strange, the Chancellor’s actions have become of late.

obi-wan

I am beginning to doubt that Palpatine even has the Republic’s best interests at heart.

mace

Or the best interests of the Jedi, for that matter.

yoda

Trusted him for over two years, I have not. Kept my suspicions I have...hoping against hope they were tricks an old mind plays on itself. 

mace

It would be too dangerous to bring our suspicions on this matter to the Senate. Palpatine is becoming more and more popular.

obi-wan

There are a few who are sympathetic to the Jedi...Senators Amidala, and Mothma, and Organa. They and their allies believe in us.

yoda

But a handful are they.

mace

In a Senate of millions.

yoda

Keep these traitorous thoughts to ourselves, we must, until absolutely necessary.

A beeping emanates from Obi-Wan’s comm-link.

obi-wan

Excuse me, Masters. My clone battalion awaits for me to join them.

Obi-Wan begins to leave.

yoda

Obi-Wan...

Obi-Wan turns back.

yoda (cont’d)

Dark, these times are. Look for friends to become enemies, and for allies in unexpected places. 

Obi-Wan smiles at Yoda’s atypically confusing remark. 

obi-wan

May the Force with you, Masters.

mace

And with you, Obi-Wan.

ext. space over coruscant 

A REPUBLIC SHUTTLE lands in a hanger bay of a STAR DESTROYER.

int. star destroyer – hanger bay

Obi-Wan exits the shuttle. Standing at attention are three hundred CLONE TROOPERS, holding their helmets in their arms. COMMANDER CODY, so named because of the “CO-D” stenciled on his armor, steps forward.

Cody

Welcome aboard, General Kenobi. It’s good to serve under you again.

Obi-Wan’s eyes widen as he sees the letters on Cody’s armor.

obi-wan

Cody? Is that you?

cody

In the flesh, sir. 

Obi-Wan laughs and grabs Cody in a huge hug, which the clone commander returns awkwardly.

obi-wan

Cody! It’s so good to see you! 

cody

Perhaps it’s best if we remain professional in front of the troops...sir.

Obi-Wan realizes that he’s embarrassing Cody, and steps away.

obi-wan

Of course. 

Obi-Wan turns to the soldiers.

obi-wan (Cont’d)

Where are the other platoons?

cody

These are all the platoons, sir.

obi-wan

This is it? How do they expect us to complete our mission with so few troopers?

cody

All the others are leaving for other parts of the front.

obi-wan

Then these will have to do.

Obi-Wan strides to a small platform, and sizes up his platoon. 

cody

At attention!

The troopers salute.

obi-wan

Hello...some of you may know me...or at least know of me. I’m Obi-Wan Kenobi, a member of the Council. You clones like to refer to me as a general, but I’m really a peace-loving man. That’s why I want to get through this battle as quickly as possible, so we can end the war. We’ve been given a very dangerous mission...locate and capture General Grievous. 

The clones stir in surprise.

obi-wan (cont’d)

I know this make come as a shock to you. I know I’m not entirely comfortable leading this mission. Grievous is a mass murderer. He’s skilled with a lightsaber, despite being a droid. He’s killed more Jedi than I care to count. And he’s killed more than his share of Republic soldiers.  

Obi-Wan pauses, then collects himself.

obi-wan (cont’d)

Looking at you now, I know that there’s a very good chance most of you will not survive this coming campaign. I know this doesn’t justify your deaths, but please understand that with your sacrifice, the galaxy will be so much safer. 

Obi-Wan is visibly moved. Cody steps in.

cody

We trust you to win the battle with minimum causalities, General Kenobi.

The clone platoon yells a MANDALORIAN WAR CHEER.

clone platoon

(subtitled)

Haka’t nor tan Republic! Haka’t nor tan Jedi!

(For the Republic! For the Jedi!)

Obi-Wan smiles. 

obi-wan

Now, head to the training chamber. The briefing will be at oh-eight-hundred, and until then, I want you preparing for the roughest mission of your lives.

The clone platoon salutes again and begins to march out of the hanger. Cody and his LIEUTENANTS approach Obi-Wan. 

cody

A very stirring speech, General.

obi-wan

I meant every word.

cody

I’m sure it will inspire the troops. 

obi-wan

Not that they need inspiration. 

Cody smiles.

obi-wan (cont’d)

Now Cody, I’d like to do some tests on my fighter.

cody

It’s this way, sir.

The four head into a smaller hanger bay.

int. hanger bay #2

Obi-Wan and the three clone troops enter, and head over to Obi-Wan’s Jedi Starfighter. R4-G9 sits in OBI-WAN’s fighter. Obi-Wan addresses the little droid.

obi-wan

You must be my replacement astromech droid. 

R4-G9 whistles.

obi-wan

Hello, R4-G9. I’m Obi-Wan Kenobi. You’re my new co-pilot.

R4 whistles happily. Cody smiles, already used to seeing this eccentric Jedi talk to his astro droids as if they were his equal.

ext. coruscant – padme’s apartment building – night

Traffic flows in regulated lines around the towering building.

int. padme’s apartment – night

Padme sits on the balcony, brushing her hair. 3PO and R2 are present, bustling about the apartment. Anakin ENTERS, looking tired but exhilarated. 

anakin

I’m back.

padme

Anakin!

Padme jumps up and rushes to Anakin. The two kiss and embrace. R2 whistles a greeting.

c-3po

Oh, hello, Master Anakin. I’m glad you’ve finally returned, safe and sound. 

padme

Anakin, I couldn’t wait to be alone with you.

anakin

It seems we’re never alone anymore.

He gestures to the droids.

anakin (cont’d)

Not even now.

C-3po

Oh I assure you, Master Anakin, I will vacate the premises if you wish. After all, I am programmed to understand human behavior, and yours is not unusual for a war hero. In fact, your request for privacy after months of  - -

anakin

That’s right...I am a war hero, aren’t I?

padme

It’s unfortunate that there even was a war. 

3PO turns to go, but Padme motions for him to stay put with her hand. She returns to the veranda, and continues to brush her hair. Anakin takes off his tunic and turns to 3PO.

anakin

3PO, please get my darkest tunic.

3PO

Of course, Master Anakin.

Padme looks at Anakin.

padme

So, you finally have a Council seat. I’m so proud of you, Anakin.

anakin

And how is our little one?

padme (cont’d)

Anakin, it’s been nine months. Our baby is almost due.

Anakin

It’s a boy...I can feel it.

padme

What of our plans? Now that you have your seat on the Council, how can you possibly settle down and raise a family on Naboo?

anakin

I have much more than a seat on the Council, Padme. 

Padme turns in surprise. 

anakin

I have a position as the Supreme Chancellor’s Personal Bodyguard.

padme

Palpatine’s bodyguard?! Anakin, how will your son react to growing up without a father? 

anakin

What do you mean?

padme

I mean that now you’ll be away all the time, going wherever the Chancellor goes.

3-PO returns, and hands Anakin his tunic.

C-3PO

Here you are, Master Anakin.

anakin

Thank you.

He dons the tunic. 

anakin (Cont’d)

The Chancellor will allow me time away from my position. He’s a very benevolent man.

padme

How can you say that?

anakin

He is leading the Republic to peace, isn’t he?

padme

Anakin, there won’t be a Republic anymore if Palpatine has his way. He’s building a dictatorship. He’s using the war as an excuse to gather more supplies and weapons, to clone more soldiers for his army! 

anakin

He’s doing what must be done!

padme

No. What’s democracy without first serving all of our lives? Palpatine doesn’t serve anyone in the Republic, not anymore. I fear we will have to act against him.

anakin

What?!

Anakin strides over, and looks down on Padme.

anakin (cont’d)

You speak of treason. Acting out against Palpatine would be foolish...you may come to harm from it.

Anakin is intense, staring daggers at Padme. She narrows her eyes.

padme

Are you threatening me?

anakin

No...of course not. I just want you and the baby to be safe, that’s all.

Anakin heads for the door.

anakin

And I will see our son grow up. This may be good-bye, but it’s only a temporary one.

padme

Good-bye. 

Anakin exits, leaving Padme deep in thought.

ext. kashyyyk space

The Wookiee home world is a lush, green jungle planet. A REPUBLIC STAR DESTROYER appears, headed for the planet. A shuttle disembarks, and enters the atmosphere.

ext. kashyyyk - KASKYYYk city – day

The shuttle lands. Yoda exits, followed by CLONE COMMANDER BACARA. They are met by several WOOKIEE WARRIORS: GENERAL TARFFUL, CHEWBACCA, and their AIDES. Chewbacca looks younger than he appears in other films. The Wookiees bow to the venerable Jedi Master. The Wookiee speech is subtitled.

tarfful

(subtitled)

Welcome to Kaskyyyk, Master Yoda. Any assistance you can provide my militia will be greatly appreciated.

yoda

Give what help I can muster, will I, General.

Yoda, Tarfful, Bacara, and Chewbacca head through the city. The Wookiees live in buildings built in the tops of trees, linked by a series of walkways. Various primitive speeders and “gyro-copters” zip from place to place. The four enter the War Room. 

int. war room – day

The foursome gathers around crudely drawn maps and diagrams. 

yoda

What the situation is, inform us you must.

Tarfful

(subtitled)

The Confederacy has landed droid soldiers on the edges of the lagoon. They appear to mustering for an invasion on the capital city. 

chewbacca

(subtitled)

Those metal tin-heads think if they re-take the city, they’ll have the planet. But we’ll never surrender!

Yoda chuckles at Chewie’s spirit.

tarfful

(subtitled)

You must excuse Commander Chewbacca. He’s new to his post.

yoda

Nothing to excuse is there. Wish I had his optimism, I do.

Bacara glances around the chamber distanfully. 

bacara

Master Yoda, with all due respect...we don’t need these primitives to defeat the Separatists here.

Chewie growls and reaches for Bacara’s arm, but Tarfful holds him back. Yoda squints up at the clone.

yoda

Primitive is in the eye of the beholder, Commander. Much to learn about the ways of the galaxy, you still have.

Bacara

(uncertain)

Perhaps.

Chewie bares is fangs at the Commander.

tarfful

(subtitled)

We should return our focus on the coming battle. 

bacara (cont’d)

According to readings we picked up from orbit, the droids are gearing up for a major offensive. I’d say we have six hours, maybe less until they attack. 

Yoda looks thoughtful. 

later

Yoda stands in front of a holo-projector. He faces small images of Mace, Ki-Adi, Plo Koon, and Pablo-Jill. 

yoda

By day’s end, attack, the droids will. 

mace

We’re looking at similar timetables all over the front. The final battle in this conflict will begin soon, and hard.

ki-adi

I am sure the Jedi will be victorious, as always.

Yoda, for some reason, looks uncertain.

int. coruscant – padme’s apartment – day

Several of the Republic’s more liberal senators have gathered to discus current happenings. Present are Padme, Mon Mothma, Giddean Danu, Bana Breemu, Fang Zar, and Bail Organa. R2 and 3PO are present as well. 3PO serves drinks.

Bail

Senator Amidala and I have called this meeting because of our concern over the Chancellor’s actions. He is behaving and more like a dictator, and less and less like a ruler of a republic.

mon mothma

This is indeed a fact. The Chancellor has stopped reacting to the concerns of the Senate. And, therefore, is ignoring the concerns of the people.

fang zar

The people want this war to end. When we confronted him, and asked him to relinquish his emergency powers, he weaseled his way out of his obligations like a nerf-herder running from a KLONDAR.

padme

And what is more Palpatine has announced that he wishes to reduce the Senate’s power, and place REGIONAL GOVERNORS to control each system. 

giddean danu

This is incredible! Who will regulate these “regional governors?” Who will they answer to, if not the Galactic Senate?

bail

They will answer to the Chancellor himself.

mon mothma

Incredible!

fang zar

It’s unthinkable, is what it is.

3PO tries to serve Fang Zar a beverage, but the Senator shoes him away.

c-3po

Some ardees, sir?

fang zar

(to 3PO, pointed)

Go away.

c-3PO

It’s an acquired taste, sir.  

bana breemu

There are many Senators who are not present who agree with our observations, such as Male-Dee, and Nee Alavar. However, I’m not sure how many others would support a cause against the Chancellor.

bail

I am. I’ve been doing some asking around. 

padme

We’re confident we can have a delegation of two thousand senators ready to support a case against Chancellor Palpatine. 

giddean danu

Then we must take this debate to the Senate Chamber. We must remove Palpatine from office. 

mon mothma

If Senate politics don’t triumph, we could try other measures. We could follow in Count Dooku’s footsteps, and secede from the Republic.

bail

Are you suggesting we rebel?

mon mothma

If it’s the only viable choice. 

bana breemu

I, for one, would support such an action.

padme

As would I.

fang zar

And I.

bail

Now, wait just a minute. I agree things are looking bad for the Republic right now, but that doesn’t mean I want to start another war. 

mon mothma

No one’s talking about starting a fresh war.

bail

Are you kidding? With all that new military hardware Palpatine’s just appropriated, of course a rebellion would lead to war! It’d be the perfect excuse for Palpatine to further tighten his power. No, my fellow senators, rebellion is not the answer. It would just lead to further death and destruction. Trillions of beings rely on us to represent them in the Senate, and that is what we must do. We must make their voices heard, and remove Palpatine from power, peaceably.

padme

I’m willing to listen to Senator Organa’s suggestion.

The other Senators glance at each other.

mon mothma

Very well. We shall postpone our revolution...for the moment.

bail

And now, Senators, I really must be going. 

giddean danu

I as well.

padme

Thank you for your time.


The coconspirators stand to leave. As Padme stands, she shifts her robes to hide her stomach. Bail notices, and shoots her a curious glance. She just smiles in return.

ext. space

Obi-Wan’s Star Destroyer exits hyperspace above Utapau.

int. star destroyer – hanger bay

Obi-Wan communicates with a hologram of Mace. In the background, Obi-Wan’s platoon loads onto Republic gunships.

mace

We’re all set at the Temple, Obi-Wan. We’re coordinating the final offensive throughout the galaxy.

obi-wan

Then my troops and I will embark.

mace

Report in after the battle. May the Force be with you.

Obi-Wan bows his head. Mace’s hologram fades. Cody approaches and salutes.

cody

Sir, we’ve pinpointed an area on the surface that’s emitting heavy throwtron energy readings.

obi-wan

Throwtron...General Grievous runs on that kind of energy.

cody

Yes sir, General. But the fortress has heavy anti-aircraft batteries. 

obi-wan

Alright. We’ll secure a landing pad, and attack from the ground. Saddle up, Commander.

Cody and Obi-Wan board a waiting gunship. 

ext. space

A small armada of gunships leaves the Star Destroyer and enters the planet’s atmosphere.

ext. kashyyyk – day

Yoda supervises as the Clone Troopers and Wookiees prepare for battle. The Republic clones have giant TANKS and AT-PT’s, or, All-Terrain Personal Walkers, as well as WAR SPEEDERS and WHEEL BIKES. The Wookiees use COMBAT BOATS that hover over the lagoons, as well as the GYRO-COPTERS. All of the warriors are loading into vehicles and preparing weapons. Commander Bacara approaches and salutes.

bacara

General Yoda, the reports are coming in. The Separatist army marches on the city.

yoda

Then go out and meet them head on, we will.

bacara 

Very good, sir.


Tarfful and Chewbacca head over to Yoda.

tarfful

(subtitled)

My warriors are ready, Master Yoda.

Chewbacca

(subtitled)

We’ll send those hunks of rust back to their filthy foundries!

bacara


(yelling to his soldiers)

Move out! The General’s given the order! To the lagoon!

yoda

Lead the battle myself, will I.

Yoda boards a speeder crewed by a clone pilot and two clone gunners. Tarfful and his regiment assemble on a platform. Tarfful bellows a war shout, and the others follow suit.

The combined army begins to exits the city.

ext. kaskyyyk lagoon – day 

The Separatist forces are on the move, cutting through the forest as they head for Kashyyyk City. The Confederacy has prepared ultra, super, and regular battle droids, as well as various attack vehicles. Battle droids march along side MTT’s and AAT’s. A faint buzzing sound can be heard in the distance. SUPER BATTLE DROID E-5 raises his hand.

super battle droid e-5

Halt!

The Republic army appears over a hill, gathering speed as they charge the Separatists. 

battle droid Thd-2

Republic forces! Republic forces!

battle droid hyt-9

Uh-oh!

In the lead WOOKIEE vessel, Tarfful yells.

tarfful

(subtitled)

For freedom!

The Wookiees bellow in response. 

The Republic army attacks, slamming into the droids. Chaos ensues. Clone blast droids at point-blank range. Droid craft and Republic speeders exchange fire. Wookiee speeders and gyro-copters rain fire on droid positions. Chewbacca rides a gyro-copter, blasting droid speeders out of the sky. A droid vessel closes in behind Chewbacca, firing continuously. Chewie can’t shake him. They fly through the battle, blaster bolts and missiles filling the air. Finally, Chewie slips under the droid speeder, appears from behind, and blasts it.

Meanwhile, Yoda fires a large blaster cannon as his speeder zips through the chaos. An Ultra Battle Droid riding a speeder bike hits the clone piloting Yoda’s speeder, causing it to spiral out of control. Yoda leaps out, and onto a nearby tree. He swings out of tree, as his former speeder crashes. Yoda jumps onto the back of the attacking droid bike, and lops of the droid’s head with his lightsaber. He then turns the bike into the separatist ranks. Mace’s voice blares from Yoda’s comm-link. 

mace

(from comm-link)

Yoda, this is Master Windu, you have droids coming from the south.

yoda

(into comm-link)

Head your advice, will I.

He switches the frequency on his comm-link.

yoda (cont’d)

(into comm-link, to Tarfful)

General Tarfful, enforce our left flank, we must.

in tarfful’s speeder

Tarfful is firing at an MTT from his vessel, hitting it and causing it to crash. 

yoda

(from comm-link)

Send a hundred warriors to cover the southern end of the lagoon.

tarfful

(into comm-link, subtitled)

I will, Master Yoda.

in bacara’s at-pt

Bacara is leading a squadron on walkers against ATT’s. The two forces clash. An AT-PT fires on a droid tank, but is hit by another tank’s fire. Bacara yells into his comm-link.

bacara

(into comm-link)

General Yoda, I could use some backup on coordinates three-point-oh-four-eight!

yoda

(from comm-link)

Join you, I shall.

on the droid bike

Yoda turns and heads for Bacara’s position. As he flies by various Wookiee speeders, we see Tarfful’s troops leaping out of the craft, landing in the midst of the droid soldiers, and using their bare hands to rip them to pieces.

ext.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Cato Neimoidia – day

Dozens of Republic gunships fight past Separatist anti-aircraft batteries, NEIMOIDIAN DEVASTATORS, and GEONOSIAN BEAK-WING FIGHTERS. Ki-Adi-Mundi’s gunship lands, and he leaps out, lightsaber drawn, followed by his troops. He charges battle droids and NEIMOIDIAN INFANTRY. Also present are SHAAK TI and BALTAR SWAN.  

ki-adi-mundi

Come on!

He enters the Neimoidian ranks, and quickly eliminates them.

ext. saleucami – night

Here, Plo Koon leads his troops into battle, against battle droids and GATOANS. He uses the Force to pick up groups of droids and slam the into the ground. He is backed by BARRISS OFFEE and LUMINARA UNDULI. 

ext. felucia - day

On this strange world, AAYLA SECURA and STASS ALLIE lead Republic clones into ranks of battle droids. 

int. jedi temple – tactical control room – day

Mace studies dozens of screens, watching as the battle erupts all through the galaxy. He talks into a comm-link.

mace 

(into comm-link)

Yoda, look out for six tanks coming up on your northern flank.

yoda

(from comm-link)

Counter the threat, we will.

Mace glances at another screen. 

mace

(into comm-link)

Master Koon, tighten your rear formation.

plo koon

(from comm-link)

Your assistance is appreciated, Master Windu.

Mace continues to monitor the battle.

ext. utapau – day

Obi-Wan’s forces set down on the landing pad. The clone troopers stream out of the gunships, securing the area and yet finding no one. Cody turns to Obi-Wan. 

cody

There doesn’t appear to be anyone here, sir.

obi-wan

I don’t know. I feel a presence coming from...that way.

Obi-Wan points to a cave entrance, built into the side of a giant cliff. He pulls out his lightsaber and heads into the cave.

cody

Do you need some assistance, sir?

obi-wan

No thanks, Cody. I’ll handle this on my own.

With that, Obi-Wan slips into the shadows, heading deep into the cave.

int. cave – day

Obi-Wan creeps along the sides of the cave walls, until he enters a large chamber, open to the sky above as the ceiling has been removed. Sitting in the middle of the chamber are four UTAPAUI SHUTTLES. Several UTAPAUI are gathered in the chamber, including ADMINISTRATOR TION MEDDON and his AIDES, as well as GROUND CREW tending the shuttles. Obi-Wan enters the chamber and hefts his lightsaber.

obi-wan

Alright, nobody move! 

The Utapaui are startled, but recover quickly. 

tion meddon

Welcome, Master Jedi. Please, lower your weapon. We mean you no harm.

Tion smiles, which is meant to be reassuring, but comes off as more of grimace.  Obi-Wan pauses, but can sense that Tion’s telling the truth.

obi-wan

Whom do you serve: the Republic of the Separatists? 

tion meddon

I serve Utapau...I am the Administrator, after all.

obi-wan

Then you must be Tion Meddon?

tion meddon

You’ve heard of me?

obi-wan

Yes. 

Obi-Wan puts his laser sword.

obi-wan (Cont’d)

I’m Jedi Master Obi-Wan Kenobi, here on a mission of utmost importance for the Republic. 

tion meddon

Please, how can we be of assistance?

obi-wan

I seek General Grievous.

The Utapaui are stunned, gasping and quietly looking to each other in surprise.

tion meddon

Ah, yes, the General. He is a great threat to our planet. We thought he left Utapau, but re soon learned that it was but a ruse. When we sent a team of diplomats to try and convince him to abandon his base here, he killed them and strung them from the canyon walls. We were wondering when the Jedi would send one of their own to apprehend him.

obi-wan

I assure you, General Grievous is a great threat to all free beings of this galaxy. I will accept nothing but his unconditional surrender. 

Tion Meddon smiles again. Obi-Wan smiles back, waiting for the Administrator’s next words.

tion meddon

Very well. I shall give you BOGA creatures, to take you to his hidden lair. He resides beyond the northern hills, in the dark valley. 

Obi-wan

I won’t disappoint you, Administrator.

Later, at the landing zone

Obi-Wan settles in his saddle on a boga monster, a local Utapaui mode of transportation. Cody and the other clone troopers ride similar monsters. 

cody

General Kenobi, we’ve picked up droid armies massing outside Grievous’ compound. It seems the observed our landing.

obi-wan

We’ll just have to do this hard way. Let’s get a move on, we have a battle to win, after all.

Obi-Wan spurs his mount forward, followed by his clone brigade.

ext. separatist base – day

Two hundred battle droids stand at attention outside the entrance of the base, which is located at the bottom of a canyon, the “dark valley.” RET-4 is in the commanding AAT. He hears a rumbling and puts his hand up, signaling the other droids.

ret-4

Make ready.

The rumbling grows louder. The droids bolts vibrate in their sockets. The AAT’s and MTT’s tremor. 

ret-4 (cont’d)

Charge weapons.

The AAT’s turrets blaze to life. Battle droids shift anxiously. Finally, Obi-Wan’s boga creature crests the top of the canyon, followed by his three hundred clone troopers. The bogas charge down the side of the canyon.

ret-4

Open fire!

The droids fire their weapons. Obi-Wan calls to his soldiers.

obi-wan

Fire!

The clones open fire, taking out several droids and an MTT. Then, the bogas and their riders race into the midst of the battle droid army, both groups blasting at each other at close range. Obi-Wan ignites his lightsaber and takes out several battle droids. Cody uses a rocket launcher to destroy a line of ATT’s. RET-4 calls to some of his soldiers. 

ret-4

Begin shelling!

Several droids charge a large cannon, which they use to blow away dozens of clone troopers. Obi-Wan calls to Cody.

obi-wan

Cody! Take out that weapon!

cody

Yes sir.

Cody and three other soldiers charge the cannon, barely escaping the laser blasts. They veer away at the last minute, tossing several thermal detonators at the cannon. The weapon explodes in a ball of fire. Cody yells into his comm-link.

cody

(into comm-link)

Weapon neutralized, sir.

obi-wan

(into comm-link)

Good job! But this is just a distraction, a way of giving Grievous time to escape. Take your best men; circle around the base, and try and find a back entrance. I’ll meet you there!

cody

Yes, sir.

Obi-Wan rides through the battle, dodging blaster fire and projectiles. Large blaster bolts nearly miss his head, and he turns to find RET-4’s tank heading toward him. RET-4 calls to his droid pilot. 

ret-4

Chase down that Jedi scum!

Obi-Wan flees before the droid tank. He passes a clone trooper hefting a large MISSILE LAUNCHER.

obi-wan

Soldier, give me your weapon!

The clone tosses the launcher to Obi-Wan, who catches it, and turns towards the tank. He aims directly at RET-4, who panics. 

ret-4

(calling to his pilot)

Abort! Abort!

Obi-Wan fires, and RET-4 explodes! The former droid commander’s tank catches of fire and swerves, hitting another AAT and causing both to blow-up. Obi-Wan smiles, tosses the launcher back to the trooper, and rides out of the battle and towards the back of the base. 

ext. separatist base – back entrance

Obi-Wan rides his mount around the back of the base. He examines the rock, looking for a way in. Cody and twenty troopers appear from the shadows. 

cody

It’s good to see you made it, sir.

Obi-Wan dismounts, and his soldiers follow suit.

obi-wan 

Likewise, Commander. Have you detected an entrance? 

cody

Not yet, sir. But the throwtron readings are higher here.

obi-wan

Grievous is close.

Obi-Wan feels along the rock wall of the base, until he finds a small access panel. He removes the outer covering.

obi-wan

Cody, can you hack into this system? 

cody

We can try, sir.

Cody nods to a trooper, TKR-2298, who approaches the panel and attaches an instrument to it. A moment later, a large door slides open. Obi-Wan is pleased.

obi-wan

Good work. Now, stand here and stop any Separatist droids from entering. I have a feeling I’m going to have my hands full in there.

cody

Sir, with all due respect, we really should accompany you. It’s too dangerous.

obi-wan

Don’t worry. The Force is my ally. Besides, your men are no match for the General.

cody

Neither are you.

obi-wan

We’ll see.

With that, Obi-Wan slips into the base, leaving the clone troopers to stand guard.

int. separatist base 

Obi-Wan stealthily sneaks through the dimly lit hallways. The base is clean and neat; Grievous is an orderliness fanatic. Obi-Wan ducks behind a pillar as several GEONOSIAN WARRIORS carrying their SONIC BLASTERS march past. He slips by, and heads down a dark corridor. He is surprised when a WARANCA, HET NARR, jumps out from a side-junction, brandishing a long-sword and blaster.

het NARR

Jedi scum!

Obi-Wan waves his hand, using the old JEDI MIND TRICK.

obi-wan

I’m not Jedi scum. 

het narr

You’re not Jedi scum.

Obi-wan

I’m Nute Gunray.

Het Narr bows.

het narr

I apologize for not recognizing you sooner, Viceroy.

obi-wan

It’s quite all right. I’m looking for General Grievous...do you know were I can find him?

het narr

He’s in the command center. Down this hall, and to the right.

obi-wan

Thank you. You may go about your business. 

het narr

I’ll go about my business. 

Het Narr marches away, looking quite confused. Obi-Wan slips down the hallway. He approaches the doorway into the command center, and can he hear the voice of General Grievous. 

grievous 

(OS)

The battle is not going as planned, Master. But rest assured, any Jedi who make their way into the base will have to answer to me!

Obi-Wan frowns, and continues on.

int. separatist base – command center

Obi-Wan quietly enters, and ducks behind a pile of barrels. He peeks out, and sees General Grievous, flanked by his bodyguards, talking to the holographic form of the SITH MASTER DARTH SIDIOUS. 

grievous (CONt’d)

I do not plan to abandon this fortress, Lord Sidious.

Obi-Wan’s eyes go wide. This is the Dark Lord of the Sith!

darth sidious

The base is unimportant. However, there is one who leads the Republic’s soldiers against you...Obi-Wan Kenobi. He is a Jedi Master, and a thorn in my side.

grievous 

He escaped me on the Invisible Hand. He won’t do so next time we meet.


Sidious cackles.

sidious

You have done well, General Grievous. 

grievous

I hope I have lived up to my contract to kill as many Jedi as possible during the wars.

sidious

You have...and you are unmatched in the field of lightsaber combat.

grievous

I suppose Dooku was good for something after all...he was an excellent teacher.

Sidious

Yes...but he was too ambitious. I know he sought to replace me as Dark Lord of the Sith. Not like you, General. 

grievous 

I know my place.

sidious

And when I topple the Republic and the retched Jedi, you will have a place of importance... 

Sidious reaches up, and lowers his hood...to reveal the face of Supreme Chancellor Palpatine!

Palpatine (cont’d)

...in my New Order!

Obi-Wan is devastated. He leans forward to get a better look, make sure his eyes aren’t playing tricks on him. As he strains, he knocks over a barrel. Grievous spins, ignites a lightsaber. 8 and 9 activate their force-pikes. 

grievous

Intruders!

palpatine

Destroy them!

int. chancellor’s office – day

Palpatine sits in a small alcove off his main office. He watches the hologram Grievous with intensity. 

palpatine

(to hologram Grievous)

The intruders can not know of my identity!

grievous

I will terminate them!

Palpatine ends the transmission, and spins and Anakin enters and bows.

anakin

Your excellency.

palpatine

Arise, my friend.

Anakin stands and approaches the Sith.

anakin

I bring disturbing news. Many Jedi no longer trust your judgment. 

palpatine

The same can be said of the Senate. However, Anakin, I have a plan that will give me complete control over the Galactic Republic. Not even the Jedi will be able to stop me.

Anakin grins, intrigued.

int. SEPARATIST base – command center – day 

Obi-Wan ducks behind the barrels, and gulps, mustering his courage. Grievous, 8, and 9 slowly advance.

grievous

Search the entire chamber. Find - -

Obi-Wan activates his lightsaber and steps out from behind the barrels.

obi-wan

General Grievous...you have committed acts of war against the Republic and the Jedi Order. Will you come quietly, and let me take you back to face trial?

In response, Grievous hefts his blaster, and shoots at Obi-Wan, who deflects the bolts and charges Grievous with a yell. However, 9 steps between them and hits him in the chest with his force-pike. Obi-Wan sinks to his knees, stunned. Grievous approaches, igniting a second lightsaber.

grievous 

So, this is the mighty General Kenobi. The one who would be my assassin! Not so strong now, are you?

Grievous laughs. He lifts the sabers above Obi-Wan’s head. 

grievous

I will take your blade as a trophy. 

Blaster fire erupts around the chamber. Cody and his troops advance on the General. TKR-2298 throws thermal detonators into the chamber, destroying several computer terminals. Obi-Wan rolls away and joins his troops. 

grievous

More mockeries of Jango Fett! Wipe them all out!

8 & 9

Yes General.

8 and 9 charge the Republic forces. Obi-Wan uses his lightsaber, while the clones fire at the bodyguards, causing no damage but keeping them at bay.

obi-wan

Cody...what part of your orders didn’t you understand?

cody

You’re welcome, sir.

The Jed Knight duels with 8, while 9 attacks the clones. Several clone troopers are fried by the droid’s pikes. TKR-2298 goes down fighting. Meanwhile, 8 and Obi-Wan duel across the chamber.

8

You should never have angered the General. Now it will be my pleasure to eliminate you and bring him your Jedi weapon.

obi-wan

Think again.

Obi-Wan swings hard, cutting off 8’s head. The droid slumps to the floor. Obi-Wan spots Grievous escaping through a side door.

obi-wan

Cody, keep the other droid at bay! I’ll take Grievous! 

cody

As you wish.

Obi-Wan follows the General.

ext. separatist base

Grievous roars out of the base on his JEDI HUNTER, a vehicle propelled by a giant wheel. He speeds away from the base. Obi-Wan exits, and sees Grievous heading into the distance. He jumps on his boga, and chases after him.

ext. kashyyyk – day

The battle rages. Yoda is now in a Wookiee BOAT, blasting away at battle droids. The craft zips across the lagoon, speeding this way and that. His boat approaches the gigantic SEPARATIST CONTROL CENTER. The boat fires on the control center, but can’t get through the shield. A missile rockets away from the center, hitting the boat. Yoda is thrown into the water as the vessel explodes. A gunship carrying Tarfful and Chewbacca approaches and hovers over Yoda. Chewbacca reaches down and scoops up the diminutive Jedi Master.

inside the gunship

Yoda turns to Chewbacca and Tarfful. 

yoda

Thank you for your assistance, but take out the main control center we must, if we are to win this battle. 

mace

(over Yoda’s comm-link)

You better hurry. New intelligence just came in; the invasion is lead by Trandoshans.

tarfful

(subtitled)

Our blood enemies!

mace

(over Yoda’s comm-link)

They’re rounding up and shooting Wookiee prisoners.

chewbacca

(subtitled)

Let’s get those cold-blooded monsters!

tarfful

(into comm-link, subtitled)

All gunships, follow us.

Several gunships form up behind Yoda’s craft, and they head for the control center, dodging blaster fire.

int. separatist control center

The interior of the control center is a vast cavernous place, many stories high. On one side in a small room full of computers, while the other side is the staging area. CRALSSH, the Trandoshan COMMANDER of this invasion army, approaches several Wookiee prisoners, as they are ushered in by Trandoshan guards. 

cralssh

(subtitled)

Kashyyyk is finally ours. You have lost.

One of the Wookiees spits on Cralssh. He turns to his soldiers.

cralssh (Cont’d)

(subtitled)        

  Execute them.

The Trandoshans fire on the Wookiees, killing them. Cralssh hisses. Suddenly, a TECHNICIAN, GORSSH, calls to him from a terminal. Cralssh stomps over.

gorssh

(subtitled)

Sir, several Republic gunships have breached our exterior defensives. 

The facility trembles, the lights dim.

gorssh (cont’d)

(subtitled)

They’re coming right for us!

Cralssh snarls.

int. separatist control center – Massive CORRIDORS

Several gunships fly through the ten-story high control center, dodging blaster cannon fire. Yoda reflects blaster bolts back at the Separatists with his lightsaber, while Tarfful and Chewbacca fire their blasters. The gunship fires all cannons, ripping the Separatists apart. One by one, the other gunships are picked off, until only Yoda’s is left. They speed for the main chamber. The doors to the chamber start to slide shut. 

yoda

(into comm-link, to CLONE PILOT)

Take us in full throttle, you must, Captain.

in the cockpit of yoda’s gunship

clone pilot

(into comm-link)

Yes sir.

He pushes the control yolk all the way down. 

In the control center 

The gunship rockets towards the closing doors. It flies through, almost being destroyed as the wings are ripped clean off. Yoda, Chewbacca, and Tarfful leap out the gunship, as it crashes into the computer room and explodes, killing Gorssh and the Trandoshan technicians. Yoda bounds into action, hacking away at the Trandoshans and using the Force to throw them around the chamber. Chewbacca and Tarfful do some damage as well; at one point Chewie rips off a Trandoshan’s arms and hits him in the face with them, before blasting him. Cralssh blasts at Yoda, who uses the Force to pull plates from the ceiling, crushing the Trandoshan. Suddenly, the ceiling disintegrates, and a gunship carrying Bacara lands, followed by several others. The clone troopers quickly secure the control center. Bacara approaches Yoda.

bacara

All resistance is at an end, General Yoda.

yoda

The Force...was with us.

ext.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Cato Neimoidia – day 

The Republic forces advance. The Neimoidian Warriors have retreated, but a group of battle droids holds steady, the last pocket of resistance barricaded in a trench. They have two AAT’s covering them. A REPUBLIC TANK advances, as it leads the assault.

int. republic tank

Ki-Adi-Mundi commands from the tank, as they advance on the Separatists.

ki-adi-mundi

(into comm-link)

Send the forth regiment to coordinates two-point-four-nine-eight.

Suddenly, one of the AAT’s speeds towards the tank.

clone trooper 

Sir, look out!

ki-adi-mundi

Get out!

ext. cato Neimoidia - day

The AAT fires at point blank range, and the tank explodes, killing Ki-Adi-Mundi. Shaak Ti, who is leading an infantry charge, is shocked.

shaak ti

NO!

She charges the AAT, jumps onto the top, and cuts an opening.

int. aat

Shaak Ti drops down into the vessel. She takes out the droid control crew, then takes control of the AAT. She fires on the battle droids, destroying many of them. Then, she accesses a control panel and sets the craft on auto-pilot. She leaps out of the vehicle.

ext. cato neimoidia

Shaak Ti leaps clear as the tank slams into the battle droids, and explodes. She sighs heavily as Baltar Swan approaches, and nods to her. Shaak Ti nods back.

balatr swan

We’ve won.

shaak ti

(indicating the burning wreckage of Ki-Adi-Mundi’s tank)

Have we?

The two Jedi gaze at the wreckage in sorrow.

ext. saleucami – night

Plo Koon stands atop a DROID CONTROL TOWER, raising his lightsaber in triumph. He calls to his soldiers as they cheer.

plo Koon

Victory! VICTORY!

ext. felucia – day

Aayla Secura leads an infantry charge on a droid control tower. She plows into the droids, her clone troopers blasting away. She runs to base of the tower, and plants several bombs. She runs away as the bombs go off, causing the tower to collapse. She and troops just manage to outrun the falling tower as the droids are all shut down. Her troopers cheer!

int. Mygeeto - Droid control ship – bridge – night

Pablo-Jill leads several dozen troopers into the bridge of a droid control ship. He lowers his lightsaber to the NEIMOIDIAN CAPTAIN’S throat. 

pablo-jill

Call off your droids!

neimoidian captain

I surrender! I surrender!

int. coruscant - jedi temple – TACTICAL control room – day

Mace monitors his screens, smiles immensely. He calls into his comm-link.

mace

(into comm-link)

Master Yoda, this is Master Windu. We’re looking as victory reports from all over the galaxy. It seems as if the Republic has finally won the Clone Wars. 

yoda 

(over comm-link)

About time, it is.

mace

I couldn’t agree more.

ext. utapau – day

General Grievous’ transport bounds over the terrain, followed closely by Obi-Wan Kenobi on his boga. Grievous fires his craft’s blaster cannons at Obi-Wan, who dodges the blasts. They arrive at the canyon wall, and Grievous stops, seemingly unsure. 

obi-wan

(to himself)

Now I have you, General.

Suddenly, the Jedi Hunter vessel extends four legs, and climbs up the canyon wall. Obi-Wan is surprised, but spurs his boga beast forward, which also climbs up the wall. They reach the land above. The General starts heading away, followed by Obi-Wan. Grievous’ Jedi Hunter retracts its legs; however, Obi-Wan grabs a large rock, and tosses it, lodging it in one of the legs as it folds back into the vehicle. The leg strains, then bursts into flame. Grievous leaps clear of the vehicle as it explodes. Obi-Wan jumps off his boga beast, ignites his lightsaber, and charges Grievous. Grievous ignites lightsabers in both hands; then, two extra hands appear from under his cape, and Obi-Wan finds himself fighting an advisory with four lightsabers. The two enemies clash. Obi-Wan finds he can hardly keep up with the four blades swinging at him. Grievous presses the attack, leaping and attacking. Obi-Wan blocks and ducks. As they duel, they exchange harsh words. 

obi-wan

Surrender! I’m taking you back to Coruscant to stand trial!

grievous 

I will never surrender!

They continue to duel.

grievous (Cont’d)

You Jedi are supposed to be the most formidable warriors in the galaxy! But you are fools! Droids are the way of the future. We don’t eat, we don’t sleep, we don’t breath...we only fight and win!

obi-wan

You’re even more twisted then they give you credit for, Grievous. 

grievous

That’s General Grievous! 

obi-wan

(sarcastic)

Sorry.

The duel continues. Obi-Wan is clearly wearing down. However, he sees an opening and cuts off one of Grievous’ arms. The General lets out a metallic shriek. 

obi-wan

That’s for all the Jedi you’ve murdered, Grievous!

Grievous lunges, and cuts into Obi-Wan’s leg! Obi-Wan shouts and slumps to the ground, his lightsaber flying away. Grievous stands over the fallen Jedi Master. He lifts his lightsabers.

grievous

And this is for all the droids you’ve murdered, Jedi!

Right before Grievous can strike, Obi-Wan uses the Force to pull the General’s blaster from his holster. He shoves the blaster into Grievous stomach. In his mask, the General’s eyes go wide.

grievous

No. NO!

Obi-Wan pulls the trigger. General Grievous explodes! He falls to the ground, liquid oozing out of his mask. Obi-Wan sighs, and slowly pulls his wits about him. He stands, and stands over Grievous’ corpse. He pulls of the General’s mask, to reveal the face of a grotesque alien. Obi-Wan then stands, and pulls a small holographic projector from Grievous belt. He activates it, and contacts the Jedi Temple.

int. coruscant - jedi temple – tactical control room – night

Mace stands before the screens, monitoring clean-up operations after the end of the war. Aayla Secura appears in holographic form.

aayla secura

I’m sorry I’m late, Master Windu. You wanted my report!

mace

Yes, please tell me - -

Obi-Wan holographic face appears in the room, frantic and upset. 

obi-wan

(hologram)

Master Windu, I have some terrible news.

Aayla Secura looks irritated at being interrupted.

mace

I’m sorry, Aayla. Please contact me in a few minutes.

Mace ends the communication with Aayla, and turns to Obi-Wan.

mace

What is it, old friend? Has Grievous escaped?

obi-wan

No, I had to kill him. This is much worse. 

mace

What is worse?

obi-wan

This is almost impossible to believe, or even comprehend, but I have discovered the identity the Sith Master.

Mace is instantly hooked.

mace

Who is it?

obi-wan

It’s...Darth Sidious is really Supreme Chancellor Palpatine.

Mace half-smiles, confused.

mace

You’re joking.

obi-wan

I’m afraid not. I saw a holographic transmission. He was talking to General Grievous. He was Palpatine! The same voice, the same face, everything matched!

mace

Is it possible what you saw was a clone?

obi-wan

Possible, but unlikely. Only one in ten thousand attempts to clone midichlorians succeed.

Mace staggers, astonished. 

mace

I...I can’t believe it. We’ve been so blind.

obi-wan

May I ask what you’re going to do?

mace

Yes.

A look of determination crosses Mace’s face.

mace

I’m going to have a little talk with Chancellor Palpatine. I may able to prove your allegations false. If not...if not, then when this night is done, the galaxy will have one less Sith.

Mace ends the communication, and stalks out of the room.

int. jedi temple – hanger bay

Mace heads towards a Gunship parked in the hanger bay, followed by SAESEE TIIN, KIT FISTO, and AGEN KOLAR. The four Jedi look deadly...and serious. As they approach the ship, Anakin enters the chamber, and runs over to the group.

anakin

Masters! I hear we’ve won the war! What  - -

Anakin notices the looks on the faces of the Jedi Masters. He pauses. The other three Jedi board the gunship, as Anakin turns to Mace.

anakin (cont’d)

Master Windu?

mace

Things are about to change, Anakin. I need you to stay here and make sure nothing happens to the Temple. 

anakin

What’s going on? Surely the Chancellor can handle it? 

mace

Chancellor Palpatine is the Dark Lord of the Sith!

Anakin is shocked. He shakes his head, even as he knows that Mace is right.

anakin

NO! It’s not true! It’s impossible!

mace

I know you revere the Chancellor, Anakin. But search your feelings, and you will learn the truth.

anakin

No. NO!

Agen Kolar calls from the gunship.

agen kolar

Master Windu...we must depart.

Mace boards the gunship, and calls to Anakin as the ship lifts off and exits. 

mace

Look after the younglings! I’m counting on you!

The gunship blasts off into the night sky. 

int. chancellor’s office – lobby 

Palpatine’s Aid, Dar Wac, sits outside the Chancellor’s office at a high-tech desk. Two red-robed ROYAL GUARDS stand before the office’s entrance. Mace and the other Jedi stalk into the office. Dar Wac glances up.

dar wac

(subtitled, in Huttese)

May I help you?

mace

We’re here to see Chancellor Palpatine. 

dar wac

(subtitled, in Huttese)

I’m sorry, the Chancellor is in a meeting with his advisors as the moment. But if you make an appointment - -

Mace draws his lightsaber; Agen, Tiin and Fisto follow suit. The guards lift their electropikes and start forward. Saesee Tiin lowers his blade to Dar Wac’s throat. Mace glowers at the guards.

mace

Let us in...now!

dar wac

(subtitled, in Huttese)

Do as he says.

Instead, the guards advance on the Jedi. Tiin joins the others, and a battle begins. The two Royal Guards take on the four Jedi; Mace and Tiin fight one, while Agen and Kit Fisto fight the other. The Royal Guards use their lethal electropikes expertly. Mace and Tiin finally dispose of their opponent through a skillful combination of teamwork and the Force. However, the other guard kills Kit Fisto before Agen Kolar runs his enemy through. The three Jedi pause to collect their breath. Mace heads towards Dar Wac.

mace

Open the doors.

Dar Wac jumps up from behind his desk, a blaster in hand. He points it at Mace’s head.

dar wac

(subtitled, in Huttese)

Murderers!

Dar Wac fires his blaster...and misses! Mace sneers. 

mace

Rodians. 

Mace uses his lightsaber and cuts Dar Wac in half. He reaches behind the desk and opens the office doors. The three remaining Jedi brace themselves as they enter the office. 

int. chancellor’s office 

Palpatine is seated behind his desk; standing before him are seven pale men in dark robes. They turn in surprise as the Jedi enter the room. Palpatine smiles.

palpatine

Masters, be welcome. To what do I owe the honor of this unexpected visit?

The three Jedi activate their lightsabers. Palpatine’s smiles grows wider.

palpatine (cont’d)

(to his advisors)

Leave us.

The advisors bow and exits the chamber, closing the doors behind them. Palpatine stands.

palpatine (cont’d)

And now, Master Windu, can you tell me exactly why you have come?

mace

We’ve recently come into some interesting information, Chancellor...or should I say, Darth Sidious?

Palpatine’s smiles gets even bigger.

palpatine

Excuse me?

mace

We have learned many things during the war...including your true identity. I had hoped our contact was wrong...but as we approached your office, I came to feel a great weight pressing down on my heart. It was as if the Dark Side of the Force was growing stronger and stronger as we got closer you.  

palpatine

My identity is known to all. I am Palpatine, Supreme Chancellor of the Galactic Republic. 

mace

No. You are the Dark Lord of the Sith...and very soon, you’ll be dead.

Palpatine paces towards the Jedi, who back up and raise their lightsabers defensivly. 

palpatine

What’s wrong? Are the mighty Jedi afraid of a simple politician. Are you afraid I’ll bite?

Palpatine nonchalantly parts his robes, revealing his LIGHTSABER. Mace’s eyes widen.

mace

No!

palpatine

Yes!

With that, Palpatine raises his hands, and blasts FORCE LIGHTENING at the Jedi. Agen and Tiin are thrown into the wall. He turns to blast Mace, but Mace deflects the blasts with lightsaber. 

palpatine

Very good, Windu, very good. For a miserable member of an Order that will soon be extinct, that is!

mace

It is the Sith who will be extinct, Sidious!

Palpatine sheds his robes, ignites his lightsaber, and charges Mace. Mace raises his saber, and the two begin their frenzied duel. Palpatine uses the Dark Side, pressing the attack against Mace. Mace does everything he can to deflect the attacks. Palpatine swings wildly, letting his passion be his guide. Mace’s nerve is starting to wear down. Suddenly, Palpatine is thrown backwards, onto his desk. Mace looks to see Agen and Tiin are standing up, using the Force to push back Palpatine back. Mace smiles. Palpatine is on the desk, unmoving, eyes closed. Mace approaches, his lightsaber raised. He stands over Palpatine, preparing to deliver the killing blow. Suddenly, Palpatine’s eyes snap open. He grabs Mace’s neck, and tosses the Jedi Master clear across the room. He leaps up, and uses the Force to throw his saber through the air, cutting down Saesee Tiin and Kit Fisto before calling his blade back to him. Mace jumps to his feet, and Palpatine charges him again. They duel back and forth across the chamber. Palpatine lifts a large statue with the Force, and tosses it at Mace. The statue smashes into Mace’s arm, breaking the bones. Mace yells, as Palpatine laughs. 

At this point, the doors open, to reveal Anakin. The young Jedi Master’s face is unreadable. He enters the room, and activates his lightsaber.

mace

Anakin! Just in time! Help me destroy this Sith Lord!

palpatine

Yes, by all means, help Master Windu. And when it is all over, and I am dead, watch as he denies you the credit you deserve for your victory, and tries to even deny your position on the pathetic Jedi Council! 

mace

Don’t listen, Anakin! We must stop the Sith!

Palpatine echoes Mace’s words, mockingly. 

palpatine

Don’t listen, Anakin! We must destroy the Jedi! You know as well as I do that the Jedi are corrupt! They must be eliminated. It is time for those who know the true power of the force to rule!

Anakin slowly walks to Mace’s side. It seems as if Anakin has chosen sides. Mace nods.

mace

You’ve made the right choice, Anakin. Now, let us remove those that would ruin the galaxy.

anakin

Yes...let’s.

With that, Anakin turns on Mace, swinging hard as his attacks with his lightsaber. 

palpatine

Good. Very good.

Palpatine cackles as Anakin attacks Mace, slashing wildly, pushing his enemy further and further towards one of the giant windows. Anakin manipulates the broken bits of statue on the ground, making the sharp shards fly about and bite into Mace. 

mace

Anakin! You have betrayed us all!

anakin

You betrayed me first.

Anakin stabs Mace in the chest. He gasps as Anakin leans close and smiles.

anakin (cont’d)

See what it feels like to have your heart skewered...Jedi!

With that, Anakin kicks Mace out the window.

ext. coruscant – night

Mace falls through the night traffic. He is hit by a large transport, and keeps falling, only in two separate pieces.

ext. kashyyyk – day

Yoda yells and doubles over in pain as senses Mace’s passing.

int. chancellor’s office

Anakin looks out the window. He smiles in satisfaction. He’s wanted to do that for a long time. Palpatine approaches, smiling as well.

palpatine

Well done, Anakin!

anakin

You lied to me. Why?

palpatine

Anakin, I didn’t lie to you...I only withheld certain aspects of the truth. Yes, I am the Dark Lord of the Sith Darth Sidious, and yes that means I am the enemy of all Jedi. But that doesn’t mean that you and I have to be enemies Anakin. 

anakin

You know I’m no longer a Jedi. I can’t go back after what I’ve done.

palpatine

You did what needed to be done. Just as I have been doing for a long time...a long time.

Palpatine brings Anakin back into his office.

Palpatine

Anakin, long ago, there was a Sith Lord named DARTH PLAGUEIS. He vowed that one day the Sith would rise from the ashes, and destroy the retched Jedi and the Republic they protect. All my life, I have followed his teachings. Now, you must follow them as well.

anakin

What makes you think I’ll join you?

palpatine

Come come, Anakin. You and I both know that the Jedi are corrupt and useless. The Jedi are indeed the cause of all your problems. They took you from your mother...they stole your life. They have cuased too much trouble. It is time for a New Order...an order lead by the Sith. Think of it Anakin...join me, and have all the power you’ll ever want or need. Have the power that the Jedi never chose to give you.

Anakin looks conflicted.

palpatine (cont’d)

If for nothing else, take this chance to help Senator Amidala. You know the Jedi will never let you care for her as I will.

anakin

How did you...?!

palpatine

I see many things, Anakin. Join me, and care for your wife as she should be cared for.

Anakin looks incredibly uncertain.

anakin

I pledged my life to the Jedi Order. They know me better than anyone. They’ll hunt me down, find out about Padme - -

palpatine

You don’t understand. I am more powerful than any Jedi! I will protect you. 

anakin

But all who use the Force know that the Dark Side corrupts hearts and souls. 

palpatine

Filthy Jedi propaganda. The Dark Side will make you strong, stronger than the Jedi would ever have allowed you to become. Think of you marriage, Anakin. Let me give you power to protect it.    

anakin

If you have seen our marriage, this secret that we have striven to hide for so long, then you are powerful indeed. I will join you...my new Master.

palpatine

Arise, my friend. I have a task I need you to complete...your first duty in the service of the Sith.

Anakin rises.

ext. galactic senate – night

Palpatine has called an emergency session of the Senate. Traffic is unusually thick outside the Senate chambers. Several dozen Republic Gunships hover in security positions around the domed structure.

int. galactic senate – senate chamber

Every member of the Senate is present. There is an air of anxiety in the chamber. Bail, Padme, Mon Mothma, Giddean Danu, Fang Zar, Male-Dee, and their allies look concerned. Palpatine takes his podium, followed by Mas Amedda and Sly Moore. Mas Amedda flicks his tongue, signaling silence. The noise quiets as Palpatine begins to speak.

palpatine

Members of the Galactic Senate, friends and subjects, I bring you horrible news indeed at this dark hour. The Clone Wars have ended, but an enemy of justice has risen, one that threatens our very existences as free civilians of the Republic. Senators, brace yourselves...the Jedi have turned against the Republic.

Noise erupts through the chamber. Senators yell in protest; others demand more information. Padme and her friends look shocked. Male-Dee floats his pod into the center of the arena.

male-dee

This claim is unheard of! Never before in the history of the Republic has a Chancellor leveled such accusations against the Jedi Order! How dare you say this?!

ORN FREE TAA motions to be recognized. 

mas amedda

The Chair recognizes the Senator from the system of Ryloth.

orn free taa

I always knew those Jedi were up to no good! Now we have the proof!

giddean danu

And what exactly is that proof, Chancellor?

palpatine

I have experienced first-hand the treachery of the Jedi. Not an hour ago, Master Mace Windu, the second-highest ranking Jedi is the entire galaxy, made an attempt on my life!

More shouting. Mon Mothma floats her pod over to Bail Organa’s.

mon mothma

We must do something!

bail

No...as much as I wish to help the Jedi, speaking out now would be suicide.

Meanwhile, the debate with Palpatine continues.  

giddean danu

Impossible! I know Master Windu! He would never - -

palpatine

Perhaps you could argue Windu’s innocence to the corpses of the two guards and my secretary, all of whom he and his companions cut down in cold blood.

Padme can’t sit by and do nothing. 

padme

Please, Senators, you must realize that there has to be more here than meets the eye!

palpatine

No, Senator Amidala. Things are exactly as they appear. It is clear to me now that the Jedi Order turned against the Republic long ago. It was one of their own that started the Clone Wars...conflicts that would kill billions!

Terr Taneel, a green, antlered Gatoan, speaks out.

TERR TANEEL

The Chancellor is right. The Jedi’s bumbling incompetence is really hidden malevolence!

palpatine

I see now that the Galactic Republic is too weak to stand on its own any longer. The Jedi have betrayed us, and the only way to counter this threat is through change. Massive change. That is why, the Republic must be replaced by a New Order. As of today, the current government shall be replaced by a Galactic Empire, to be ruled by myself as Emperor and this body as the Imperial Senate!

The Senate is in an uproar! Every senator wants to be heard. Many cheer and applaud Palpatine but most yell in defiance and anger. 

orn free taa

Never! I will never support a dictatorship!

giddean Danu

Nor will I. This is the darkest day in the history of the galaxy!

palpatine

Darker for you than for me, Senator.

Suddenly, senate pods full of IMPERIAL STORMTROOPERS fly into the chamber. The board Orn Free Taa’s pod, as well as Giddean Danu’s. 

orn free taa

Stop! You are violating our rights!

giddean danu

Unhand me!

The stormtroopers fly the pods to an exit, and drag both senators away. As they are pulled away, Giddean Danu yells.

giddean danu

You will never get away with this, Palpatine! People will fight! People will revolt! Those who would be free will never surrender!

The stormtroopers start shocking the senators with electropikes. They scream as they are pulled away.

palpatine

Such will be the fate of any who would disrupt our councils again. 

Padme, Bail, and other others of the Delegation of 2000 are terrified. 

mas amedda

And now on to the first order of business.

palpatine

As the first action of the Galactic Empire, I declare the members of the Jedi Order enemies of the government. They will be hunted down and brought to justice by the Imperial Military. Any politicians who assist them will share the same treatment. 

mas amedda

This Senate session is adjourned!

Mas Amedda slams down his grovel. Bail exits the chamber.

int. galactic senate – corridor 

The corridor is bustling, senators and their aides rushing this way and that. Stormtroopers patrol the corridor. Bail Organa and his AIDES rush through the hallway, scanning the crowd for Mon Mothma. She sees him and calls out.

mon mothma

Bail!

He heads over to her. They speak quitely.

mon mothma

Giddean was right. This is the galaxy’s darkest hour! 

bail

Be calm. Rushing into something won’t avail us.

mon mothma

How can I be calm?! Did you see what I saw?! Senators were taken away right before our eyes. We should have stopped them! We should he resisted!

bail

Then we would have been taken along with them. There will be time to resist, time to fight back, but it is not now! We must remain unassuming and passive if we don’t want Palpatine to view us a threat. We can fight back with the best results if we remain on the inside, members of the Galactic Senate.

mon mothma

You mean Imperial Senate.

Bail sighs.

bail organa

I never imagined I’d live to see this day.

mon mothma

If we are to follow your plan, we must get the members of the Delegation of 2000 away from the capital, and to their home worlds.

bail

See to it. I’ll do what I can to help the Jedi.

Bail turns to go. 

mon mothma

Bail...

Bail turns back.

mon mothma (cont’d)

I assume you now support my revolt?

bail

Yes, I do.

Ext. emperor’s office

Palpatine enters with Mas Amedda and Sly Moore. He turns as Tarkin and his AIDES rush to catch up with him.

tarkin

Your highness, all is going as planned. I’m mobilizing the Clone Trooper Armed Forces; we are ready to march of the Jedi Temple whenever you wish.

palpatine

Your enthusiasm is appreciated, General. However, you will not lead the assault against the retched Jedi.

tarkin

Oh?

palpatine

My apprentice will handle the Jedi nicely.

Tarkin is clearly disappointed, but tries to hide it. Palpatine notices.

palpatine (cont’d)

Don’t worry...I have use for you here. I need you to supervise the Clone Altering Process.

tarkin

Ah yes, of course.

Tarkin turns to one of his Aides.

tarkin (cont’d)

Get us on-line with the entire Imperial fleet.

Tarkin’s Aide accesses a terminal, the nods to Tarkin and the Emperor.   

palpatine

You may proceed, General.

tarkin 

(to Aide)

Initiate Anti-Jedi Protocols. 

Palpatine cackles maniacally.

ext. felucia – day

Aayla Secura and Stass Allie are combing through wreckage, looking through battered battle droids for surviving clones. The lead CLONE COMMANDER suddenly straightens, rigid and alert. 

clone commander

Target acquired...firing on Jedi Generals.

Aayla Secura and Stass Allie react sharply, grabbing their lightsabers, but it’s too late. The two Jedi are felled by the blaster fire of dozens of Clone Troopers.

ext. cato neimoidia – day

Baltar Swan and Shaak Ti run for cover as they are pursued by their former clone allies. They are quickly surrounded, and put up a valiant struggle, slashing apart the troopers with their lightsabers. However, Shaak Ti is hit and goes down, and Baltar Swan soon follows.

ext. saleucami – night

Plo Koon is on top of a droid control tower, his soldiers firing up at him. He is successfully deflecting fire down back at the clones. However, an Imperial gunship appears, hovering before the droid tower. Plo Koon yells as his tower is obliterated in a gigantic explosion as the gunship opens fire.

int. mygeeto – droid control ship - day      

Pablo-Jill runs through the corridors, chased by his clones. He seems to lose his pursuers, then turns to find a clone pointing a blaster rifle at him.

pablo-jill

Don’t do this trooper. Don’t do this.

The clone raises his rifle.

clone trooper

Genetic sequencing activated. Target acquired. Firing on General Pablo-Jill.

close-up 

As the clone pulls the trigger.

ext. utapau – marshlands – night

Obi-Wan and surviving platoon are trudging through thick marsh lands. As they head forward, SOMETHING moves in the water near-by. Cody approaches and salutes Obi-Wan.

cody

Sir, my soldiers have observed marine activity. 

obi-wan

Yes, Commander. There’s something out there...something malevolent...angry...hungry. Stay alert.

cody

Yes, sir. 

Cody falls back to brief his soldiers. Obi-Wan takes point. As he walks, the Jedi Master drops his lightsaber. Cody catches up with him, and picks up the lightsaber. 

cody (cont’d)

Sir, your Jedi laser-sword.

Obi-Wan takes the lightsaber from his friend.

obi-wan

Thank you, Cody. I don’t know what I’d do without you and your soldiers.

Suddenly, Cody doubles over, clutching his chest.

cody 

Run!

Obi-Wan is confused, to say the least.

obi-wan

Cody? What’s wrong?

Cody

RUN!

Cody straightens.

cody (cont’d)

Target acquired. Firing on General Kenobi.

Cody fires his blaster at Obi-Wan, who activates his lightsaber, deflects the bolt and slashes Commander Cody in half. He kneels beside his former charge.

obi-wan

(to Cody)

I’m sorry, my friend.

Obi-Wan rises to find his platoon pointing their rifles at him. He raises his hands.

obi-wan (cont’d)

Wait...

A giant NOS MONSTER leaps out of the marshlands, and swallows three of Obi-Wan’s soldiers! The clones yell in surprise and turn to fight this new menace. The Nos Monster plows into the clones, its thick hide impervious to their laser fire. Obi-Wan runs in the opposite direction as the monster devours the last of the clones.

As he runs, he yells into his comm-link. 

obi-wan

(into comm-link)

Jedi Command, come in. Master Windu, come in. There’s something wrong with the clones. They’re turning against us. 

No answer.

obi-wan (cont’d)

Master Windu?! Master Windu?!

ext. kashyyyk - separatist camp - day 

Yoda, Tarfful and Clone Commander Bacara are supervising the transfer of Separatist prisoners into holding cells. Yoda and Tarfful walk and talk.

tarfful 

(subtitled)

We’ve taken heavy causalities. The Trandoshans did a lot of damage before we breached the commander center. We - -

Tarfful pauses as Yoda tenses. 

tarfful (cont’d)

Master Yoda?

yoda

Something terrible has happened! To the capital, I must go!

Bacara and two dozen clones approach, rifles raised.

bacara 

Target acquired. Firing on General Yoda.

Yoda yells and pushes Tarfful to the ground as the air is filled with blaster fire. Yoda ignites his ‘saber and charges the clones. He cuts into their ranks, cutting them apart, flying through the air. Bacara retreats as Yoda takes on the clones. He throws them through the air, smashing them into trees and each other. He raises his lightsaber and deflects more blaster bolts than seems physically possible. Yoda then closes his eyes, and takes control of two near-by All-Terrain Reconnaissance Transports. The AT-RT’s crash into the massed clones. As the clones renew their charge, Tarfful and his Wookiee Warriors advance on their once allies. 

tarfful 

(subtitled)

Run, General Yoda! We’ll hold them here!

Yoda

Forget your assistance, I will not!

Yoda leaps into a tree, then jumps onto the back of a flying dragon-fly-like creature, a CAN-CELL. Yoda rides the creature through the thick forests. Back at the Separatist camp, Tarfful is taken captive by the clones; he is the only Wookiee left standing. Bacara approaches disdainfully.

bacara

Make this alien scum a slave...make them all slaves!

Tarfful snarls as he is dragged away.

in the forest

Yoda uses the Force to communicate with the Can-Cell, urging it to go forward. He comes to a clearing, flying over dozens of clone troopers. They fire up at Yoda. He deflects their blaster bolts, but the Can-Cell is hit and falls to the ground. Yoda tumbles to a stop at the feet of the clone platoon. 

Clone lieutenant

Don’t move, Jedi scum.

Yoda puts up his arms, panting heavily. 

yoda

Wait wait! Harm such a small and weak being such as myself, will you?

clone lieutenant 

You are the Jedi General Yoda. You are an enemy of the Empire and must be brought to justice.

Yoda’s eyes narrow at the mention of the word, “Empire.” He waves his hand, using the Jedi Mind Trick.

yoda

No threat to you, am I.

Clone Lieutenant 

No threat to me, are you.

yoda

Go on my way, I may.

clone lieutenant

Go on your way, you may.

Yoda smiles as he sees a Republic speeder heading for him. He leaps into the air and is yanked into the speeder by Chewbacca. The clones shake their heads as the mind trick wears off. They open fire as Yoda and Chewbacca speed away. 

in the speeder

Yoda turns to Chewie.

yoda

Fear the Republic has fallen, do I.

chewbacca 


(subtitled)

Impossible! The Galactic Republic has stood proud for a thousand generations!

yoda

Find out what is happening I will, when I arrive on Coruscant.

chewbacca 

(subtitled)

I’ll get you to a shuttle. 

yoda

Come with me you should.

chewbacca 

(subtitled)

No! I will stay here and fight for my people’s freedom!

yoda

The good luck do I wish you...and may the Force be with you.

Yoda and Chewie speed for the distant landing pad.

ext. coruscant – jedi temple – day

Clouds hang over the Jedi Temple as several Imperial gunships rapidly approach. Anakin leans out of the lead gunship...murder etched on his features. 

pan down

To reveal the Jedi Temple is completely surrounded by hundreds of IMPERIAL CLONE TROOPERS, gunships, AT-TE’s and AT-RT’s. 

int. jedi temple – lightsaber training room

A Jedi Master named CIN DRALLIG is instructing a group of PADAWAN YOUNGLINGS in lightsaber technique. The Padawans include TADO and BENE. The young learners spin and twirl, fighting with STUN-SABERS. 

cin drallig

Good very good. Tado, watch your footing. Keep your arm tight.

tado

Yes, Master Drallig.

Cin Drallig

Bene, don’t attack unless you are sure you can...

He trails off, feeling a disturbance in the Force. 

Bene

You were saying, Master?

Cin Drallig grabs his ‘saber and turns to the younglings. 

cin drallig

I must depart. Keep these doors locked, no matter what.

tado

But - -

cin drallig

No matter what!

Cin Drallig exits, locking the doors behind him. Tado and Bene look to each other, frightened. 

int. jedi Temple – main entrance

Anakin watches as the Clone Troopers set explosives on the main doors of the Jedi Temple. He turns to the HUNDREDS of Clone Troopers assembled before him.

anakin

Once you enter the Jedi Temple, leave none alive. The Emperor wants every last Jedi in the galaxy executed, and this is their last stronghold!

The clones scurry away as the doors explode. Anakin ignites his lightsaber and advances, followed by his troopers.

int. Jedi temple – main foyer 

Anakin enters to find every JEDI KNIGHT and JEDI MASTER assembled before him, lightsabers drawn. This groups includes Masters Cal-Osh, Cin Drallig, ALGO-OHE, STANE ITLESH, and Knights RANGO TEL, NAKA DUSH, ARNN, and YODDLER, (the last Jedi being the same species as Yoda). Two dozen other Jedi stand present. Cal-Osh steps forward.

cal-osh

You can not enter here. This is the mighty Jedi Temple, heart of the Jedi Order, home of the Light Side of the Force, base of the Protectors of the Galactic Republic - -

Anakin snarls in contempt.

anakin

The Republic is no longer, Jedi! And you will soon join it!

cal-osh

The Republic will always live in these halls.

anakin

Then it will be even more fulfilling to burn this place to the ground!

cal-osh

The Jedi Council will return soon, and when they do - -

anakin

The Jedi Council is dead!

cal-osh

Enough of your lies, Skywalker! Defend yourself!

The Jedi charge Anakin, who attacks. None other can withstand him. He slashes into the Jedi, and begins to toss them into the air. The advancing Clone Troopers shoot those Jedi that are not cut down by Anakin. Cal-Osh charges Anakin. They duel for a few moments, before Anakin throws him into the air, and he is shot to pieces by the clones. Cin Drallig cuts apart several clones, before his over-whelmed and has his legs shot out from under him. Anakin looms over him, and slashes downwards, cutting off the Jedi Master’s yell. Anakin looks around...all of the Jedi are dead. He scowls and heads deeper into the Temple, followed by the clones.

int. Jedi Temple – Lightsaber Training Room

The younglings look up fearfully as the doors are blown open, and the Clone Troopers enter. The younglings attack the clones with their stun-sabers, but several are shot. The rest drop their training ‘sabers.

int. jedi temple – jedi council chamber

All of the younglings, including Tado and Bene are ushered into the Council chamber by the clones. Anakin stands there, waiting. He ignites his lightsaber.

tado

Master Skywalker?!

Anakin’s face is twisted into a horrible grin.

tado (cont’d)

Master Skywalker, please!

anakin

That name no longer as any meaning for me!

He raises his lightsaber. The council doors slide shut.

ext. space

Yoda’s stolen Imperial shuttle flies through hyper-space.

int. yoda’s shuttle 

Yoda gasps and leans forward as he hears the youngling’s screams in his mind. He leans forward an begins to sob.

later

Yoda sits before a holographic image of Bail Organa.

yoda

Sure that this is a secure transmission, are you?

bail 

Yes, Master Yoda. I’m aboard my ship, the TANTIVE IV. I’m headed back to Alderaan in light of the recent...events.

yoda

Need your help, I do. 

bail

Of course I’ll help in any way I can. 

yoda

Diplomatic cover for my return to Coruscant, I need.

bail

Coruscant?! You can’t go back there! The Jedi are being hunted!

yoda

Gone the Jedi are. Felt it I have.

Bail is shocked.

bail

This is horrifying! Truly horrifying. 

yoda

Still help me, will you?

bail

Yes...tell me what I have to do.

int. coruscant - jedi temple – tactical control room – night

Anakin enters the chamber, and approaches a terminal. Clone Troopers crawl through the chamber, downloading files and databanks. Anakin accesses the terminal.

close-up

Of the terminal. The graphics read:

JEDI TEMPLE BEACON

STATUS: nOT OPERATIONAL

Anakin types a command into the terminal. The screen changes to read:

JEDI TEMPLE BEACON

STATUS: CODE RED

ALL JEDI RETURN TO TEMPLE immediately

Anakin smiles and swiftly exits the chamber.


ext. utapau – night

Clone battalions march through a group of natural rock pillars. 

pan

To reveal Obi-Wan hiding behind one of the pillars. He watches as the clones march by, then slips behind another pillar. He heads for the entrance to what we recognize as Tion Meddon’s cave.

int. cave – day

Obi-Wan creeps through the cave. He enters the main chamber, only to find several UTAPAUI WARRIORS pointing their blaster rifles at him. Tion Meddon approaches, waving his scepter. 

tion meddon

Desist! Desist! He is the Jedi general!

The Utapaui Warriors relax and lower their blasters.

tion meddon (cont’d)

I’m sorry, Master Kenobi. We have been invaded by your clones. 

obi-wan

I assure you, I no longer control them. 

tion meddon

We know.

Obi-Wan grows suspicious.

obi-wan

How do you know, Administrator?

tion meddon

We have been getting reports...the clones are attacking the Jedi all over the galaxy.

Obi-Wan looks shocked. 

obi-wan

I must meet with my Masters...if any survive.

tion meddon

My forces have captured General Grievous’ transport. You may use it to make your escape.

Obi-Wan bows.

obi-wan

Thank you for your help, Administrator.

tion meddon

Please, call me, Tion.

obi-wan

Very well. I will always be Obi-Wan to you, Tion.

The two men share one last smile, before Obi-Wan sprints off for his new ride.

ext. space

The Ravager glides through the cosmos. 

int. ravager – cockpit

Obi-Wan sits at the controls. A holographic Bail Organa appears.

bail

Master Obi-Wan, you’re alive!

obi-wan

I am. Do you know the fate of any other Jedi Knights?

bail

I have just made a rendezvous with Master Yoda.

obi-wan

Master Yoda! That is very reassuring. What about Masters Windu, or Koon? What about Shaak Ti - -

bail

Obi-Wan. Yoda doesn’t think any of the other Jedi survived.

It finally hits Obi-Wan.

obi-wan

Then he and I...are the last of the Jedi.

There is a long, uncomfortable silence.

bail

Listen, Yoda and I are headed back to Coruscant. We can meet you at these coordinates. 

Obi-Wan glances at a display, and nods.

ext. space 

The Ravager edges up to dock with the Tantive IV, a diplomatic Alderaanian transport and personal starship of Senator Organa. It is a most incongruous site to be sure.

int. tantive iv – corridor

Obi-Wan boards the transport. He is greeted by the ship’s commander, CAPTAIN ANTILLES. All of the ALDERAANIAN CREW wear light blue, form-fitting uniforms.

captain antilles

Welcome aboard, Master Kenobi. Senator Organa and Master Yoda await you in the conference room.

obi-wan

Thank you, Captain.

int. tantive iv – conference room

Yoda and Bail sit at a large table surrounded by many blinking lights. Obi-Wan enters. 

Bail

Obi-Wan, I’m glad to see you made it one piece. 

obi-wan

Senator.

Obi-Wan approaches and bows to Yoda, who leans forward and hugs him. The look on Obi-Wan’s face is priceless. 

later

The three men are engaged in deep discussion.

obi-wan

The Jedi destroyed?! The Republic supplanted by an Empire?! Palpatine a Sith?! If you had told me all this a few short days ago, I’d have said you were insane. Now, I feel like we are the only sane beings in the whole of the galaxy.

bail

Many senators and I are trying to launch a resistance, but it may take time before we can make any meaningful stand. Months, perhaps even years.

obi-wan

Master Yoda, how is this possible? I thought the Jedi were powerful enough to stop such a thing before it became a reality!

yoda

And there, our first mistake occurred.

A comm-link chimes. 

Bail

(into comm-link)

Yes?

captain antilles

(over comm-link)

We’re approaching the capitol, Senator.

bail

(into comm-link)

We’re on our way.

The three rise.

yoda

Discover more of the truth on the surface, we will.

int. tantive iv – cockpit

The three heroes enter. The ship is piloted by TONNS ORTOLLO, and navigated by Captain Antilles. 

bail

Takes us in nice and slow. Land at our usual platform. 

A display flashes.

tonns ortollo

Sir, a transmission from the surface.

bail

Act casual, Captain.

The VOICE of a TRAFFIC CONTROLLER blares over the ship’s comm-link.

traffic controller

(over comm-link)

Alderaan transport, this is Traffic Control Tower 3X-92B. Please redirect your route to coordinates 233-9TY-O5. 

captain antilles

(into comm-link)

Control Tower, this is Alderaan Diplomatic Transport Tantive IV...we’re on an important mission to the Imperial Senate, and have no time for a detour.

There is a brief pause. Everyone holds their collective breath.

traffic controller

(over comm-link)

Negative, Tantive IV. Coruscant is in a state of martial law. You’ll have to reschedule your meeting. All incoming craft must be stopped and searched for Jedi criminals.

Antilles pauses, and looks to Bail, who in turn looks to Yoda. Yoda nods.

traffic controller (CONT’D)

(over comm-link)

Tantive IV, respond!

captain antilles 

(into comm-link)

Very well, Control Tower. Rerouting to coordinates 233-9TY-O5.

Tonns Ortollo switches off the comm-link. Bail turns to Yoda. 

bail

Master Yoda, I don’t think that this is a wise act.

yoda

Trust my instincts, you must, Senator.

Bail considers for a moment, the nods.

bail

Very well.

ext. coruscant – orbit

The Tantive IV enters the atmosphere of the city planet, bustling with activity, even now.

int. mustafar – separatist council – night

Nute Gunray, Rune Haako, Lott Dod, Poggle the Lesser, Po Nudo, Passel Argente, Shu Mai, San Hill, and Wat Tambor and their AIDES are seated at the conference table, discussing their situation. All of them are worried and agitated.

nute gunray

It is hopeless! The war is lost! Our only option now is to throw ourselves on the mercy of the Imperial courts!

poggle the lesser

(subtitled)

No! Count Dooku would not have wanted us to surrender. On this planet, we are building the ultimate weapon. We must not give away the position of the prototype to the Imperial rats!

Lott Dod

But the weapon is only a prototype! It is years away from being completed! 

wat tambor

And what of General Grievous? He has gone for far too long without reporting in!

A hologram APPEARS in the center of the conference table. It is Emperor Palpatine, in the guise of Darth Sidious.

palpatine

Separatist Council...I contact you to negotiate a settlement.

Nute Gunray and the other Neimoidians are stunned. Poggle bows his head.

poggle the lesser 

(subtitled)

Lord Sidious.

nute Gunray

YOU! Darth Sidious...you are the one who betrayed the Trade Federation, all those years ago!

rune haako

You abandoned the Federation after the failed Invasion of Naboo, and left us to face Palpatine’s wrath!

Darth Sidious

The Trade Federation was stupid and weak. You did not serve me as I had wished. 

poggle the lesser

(subtitled)

Show Lord Sidious some respect, Viceroy...for he is the true leader of the Confederacy!

nute gunray

You...you have been leading us along?

darth sidious

All along, Viceroy.

Nute turns to Poggle.

nute gunray

(to Poggle the Lesser)

And you knew?!

darth sidious

Enough! I didn’t contact you to hear your petty bickering. I did contact you, to order that you shut down all of your remaining droid armies, on Mustafar and elsewhere. 

san hill

Shut down our droid armies?

darth sidious

It is the only way.

nute gunray

And what of us?! What of our safety?!

darth sidious

Don’t worry...I’m sending my new apprentice to...take care of you.

Nute considers a beat, the turns to his AIDE.

nute gunray

Do as he says!

The Neimoidian Aide hurries to comply. Nute speaks under his breath to Rune Haako.

Nute gunray (cont’d)

I know better than to defy a Sith Lord.

Rune nods in agreement. Darth Sidious cackles.

darth sidious

You have done well, Viceroy. Good work...and good-bye.

The hologram winks out. Nute turns to Poggle the Lesser.

nute gunray

What did he mean by that?

Poggle can only shake his head.

int. coruscant - emperor’s office – day

Palpatine is seated in his new THRONE, being briefed by General Tarkin and Mas Amedda. 

tarkin

Reports are trickling in of demonstrations all over the core systems. 

mas amedda

It seems that not all of the citizens are pleased with this new regime, Your Highness.

Palpatine gives Amedda a hard look.

palpatine

You just interrupted the General, Amedda.

amedda

Yes...I’m sorry, Your Excellency.

tarkin

As I was saying, there is much civil unrest. Perhaps if we had your permission to use whatever force necessary...?

palpatine

You have it, General.

Tarkin smiles. Anakin enters and bows at Palpatine’s feet.

anakin

It is done, Master. The Jedi and their Temple are destroyed.

palpatine

Very good, my young apprentice. Very good. He shows promise, does he not, General Tarkin?

tarkin

I think he does, Your Majesty.

palpatine

(to Anakin)

And now, my friend, I have another assignment your you. You must go to the fire world Mustafar. There you will find Nute Gunray and the rest of the Separatist Council. I want you to...make an example out of them.

anakin

I will, my master. 

Anakin gets up to leave, then turns.

palpatine

There is something else? 

anakin

I...I haven’t seen my wife for a long time. Too long. And last we spoke...we did not part on amicable terms. With your permission, I’d like to visit her on Naboo before going to Mustafar.

palpatine

You have proven yourself worthy of my trust, Anakin. Letting you go is the least I can do for you.

Anakin bows, and exits. Palpatine smiles coldly as he watches his apprentice depart.


ext. coruscant – landing pad – day

The Tantive IV sets down on the platform. Yoda, Obi-Wan, Bail, and Bail’s FEMALE AIDE exit the ship. Obi-Wan and Yoda are wrapped in hoods and cloaks. They are approached by several BLUE SENATE GUARDS, lead by CAPTAIN ALTOH. 

altoh

Thank you for your cooperation, Senator. You’ll be allowed to leave as soon as we’re done searching your ship.

bail

I assure you, you may search my transport but you won’t find anything.

altoh

Be that as it may, I must follow orders.

He nods to his SOLDIERS, who approach the ship.

obi-wan

We can’t wait for your guards to finish their search...we must reach the Senate now.

altoh

Orders are orders. No one allowed near the government buildings until they’ve been searched and cleared.

bail

I’m sure the Emperor would make an exception - -

altoh

You’re getting on my nerves, Senator.

Obi-Wan waves his hand, using his Jedi Mind Trick.

obi-wan

You will allow us to depart.

altoh

I will allow you to depart.

Bail chuckles in amazement, then turns to his Aide.

bail

(to Aide)

Stay with the ship, make sure nothing is damaged.

The Aide nods. Bail, Yoda and Obi-Wan head off into the capital. 

ext. space – naboo orbit

Anakin’s Jedi Starfighter appears above the green-blue world. It heads into the atmosphere. 

ext. naboo – padme’s vista palace – day

C-3PO and R2-D2 bustle about, preparing for Padme’s arrival. 

c-3PO

Quickly, R2. Senator Amidala will be here any moment. 

R2 whistles. A speeder pulls up to the veranda. Padme is helped out by three HANDMAIDENS: ELLE, MOTEE, and CARA. CAPTAIN TYPHO and JAR JAR BINKS follow. Padme turns to her handmaidens.

padme

Wait here, I’ll only be a few minutes.

The handmaidens bow. C-3PO approaches. 

c-3Po

Oh, hello Senator Amidala, Representative Binks. It is a pleasure to see you both.

jar jar

Hello der, 3PO-sa!

padme 

(to Jar Jar)

I’m glad you could meet with me, Jar Jar. I know I’m taking you away from your duties with BOSS NASS, but if Naboo is invaded, we’ll need the Gungan Army again, I’m afraid.

jar jar

Don’ta worry, Padme. If de Empire comin here, wesa fight! Wesa warriors! Wesa - -

padme

You have a grand army, I know. And we may need it. I’ve been in constant contact with Senator Mothma and PRINCE LOSKA. Palpatine has declared martial law.

jar jar

Disen dark times, bombad times.

Anakin’s voice comes from the shadows. 

anakin

(OS)

No! These are great times!

Padme and Jar Jar jump at Anakin’s voice. He emerges from the darkness. Padme breaks into a grin and runs to hug him.

padme

Anakin!

Padme and Anakin embrace. 

anakin

I missed you so much!

jar jar

Hello, Annie!

Anakin glowers towards Jar Jar.

anakin

That’s Lord Skywalker to you, Binks.

padme

Anakin!

Jar Jar looks nervious. 3PO and R2 approach.

C-3PO

I’m so glad to see you alive, Master Anakin. 

R2 whistles.

C-3PO

Of course I know Anakin can take care of himself, R2. But I’ve heard a most disturbing rumor, involving the Jedi being hunted!

Padme looks at Anakin.

padme

We need to talk.

later

Anakin and Padme sit close to another. 

padme (CONT’D)

Is it true, Anakin? The Jedi Order has been exterminated?!

anakin

They betrayed us, Padme!

padme

I don’t believe it.

anakin

It’s the truth! They betrayed the Republic - -

padme

There is no more Republic, Annie! Your Master Palpatine saw to that!

anakin

Palpatine has created a New Order because he wants to help the people of this galaxy! After centuries, the Jedi have finally shown their true colors. Windu attacked the Emperor - -

padme

The Emperor! The Emperor is the worst thing to happen to the galaxy, ever! Even worse than the Mandalorians, or the Stark Hyperspace Wars! 

anakin

One day, you’ll see it. When our son is born into a safe galaxy, where no one has to fear the Jedi bastards, you’ll thank me. 

padme

I’ll never thank anyone who supports a dictatorship.

Anakin’s eyes Padme coolly. He stands and turns to leave.

anakin

I’m leaving for a new mission...on Mustafar. 

padme

Mustafar? Why are you going there?

anakin

I’m...I’m going to accept the Separatist Council’s note of surrender. I’ll visit as soon as I can.

Anakin exits. Padme looks after him, worried. She calls after him.

padme

Anakin...Anakin, I love you.

If he hears her, he makes no indication. He stomps away. A tear slides down Padme’s cheek.

ext. coruscant – jedi temple – day

Bail, Obi-Wan, and Yoda fly through the air in Bail’s sleek red ALDERAAN SPEEDER. They approach the Temple. Bail yells over the loud wind whipping past.

bail

Masters...how do you suggest we enter the Temple?

yoda

Have a plan, do I, Senator Organa.

LATER, ON THE GROUND

Obi-Wan, Yoda and Bail slip away from the parked speeder. Bail is dressed as a hunchbacked-backed beggar, (with Yoda serving as the hunch). Obi-Wan is dressed as a vagrant as well. They slip by patrols of Imperial Clone Troopers and enter a secret passageway into the Temple.

int. coruscant - jedi temple – tactical control room

The three men walk into the chamber, each grim and dark. As Obi-Wan passes a terminal, he sees the beacon.

JEDI TEMPLE BEACON

STATUS: CODE RED

ALL JEDI RETURN TO TEMPLE immediately

Obi-Wan quickly enters a command into the terminal. The display now reads:

                        JEDI TEMPLE BEACON

                        STATUS: CODE BLACK

                        ALL JEDI FLEE              

                        CAPITAL AND FIND              

                        HIDDEN REFUGE

later

The three heroes watch a monitor in dismay. Being played back is footage of Anakin cutting down the younglings, recorded by the Council Chamber’s surveillance system. (We don’t show the images clearly, just the character’s reactions). The three are shocked and dismayed. Yoda shakes his head and closes his eyes.

yoda

True, it is. Feared it I did. Dead is the last generation of Jedi Knights.

obi-wan

He was just a little boy...

bail

There are many children whose blood stains the Empire’s hands, Obi-Wan.

obi-wan

No...Anakin. It seems like just yesterday he was just a little boy, a slave on Tatooine. The best damn pod racer anybody had ever seen. Qui-Gon believed in him. Qui-Gon could have trained him. But I trained him. And I failed. I FAILED!

Obi-Wan sinks to the floor. Yoda walks over to him. 

yoda

Think so highly of yourself, do you, Obi-Wan? Hmm? Think that you can cause this much chaos all by yourself?

Obi-Wan half-smiles.

obi-wan

No, I suppose not.

yoda

Not you fault, is this. Bound to happen, it was. The only person we can blame, is Darth Sidious. 

obi-wan

Master...is it possible we misunderstood the prophesy? The one that said Anakin was the Chosen one...the one that would bring balance to the Force?

yoda

Possible it is. But only one thing we can do now, to make things right.

bail

I sure could use your help with the Rebellion.

yoda

No. Handle that yourself, can you.

Yoda turns to Obi-Wan.

yoda

The last of the Jedi, are we. As such, we must find our Sith counterparts, and confront them! Fight them we must. You will face young Skywalker...and I will face the Emperor. 

bail

What?! No! That’s suicide!

Obi-Wan stands.

obi-wan

Maybe so...but I agree with Master Yoda. We must do this. It is the galaxy’s only hope.

yoda

For now, that is.

obi-wan

I will go to Naboo and find Senator Amidala. She’s is Anakin’s closest friend...the key to finding him is through her.

yoda

Then to Naboo, you must go.

obi-wan

Master Yoda...in case we don’t see each other again...it was an incredible honor to know and serve you.

yoda

Even when I trained you as a boy, felt something special in you, I did. Knew you would make a fine Jedi, and fine being, I did. Right was I. The honor was mine.

Obi-Wan smiles sadly at his old mentor.

int. naboo – padme’s veranda – day

Padme is sitting in the dining room, (where she and Anakin shared a meal a few short years ago), and watching the sunset. Captain Typho enters, followed by Obi-Wan. 

captain typho

M’lady, Master Obi-Wan is here to see you.

padme

Thank you, Captain.

Obi-Wan approaches Padme.

padme (cont’d)

I was worried about you, Master Kenobi. After all of the terrible things I’ve heard about what’s happening on the capitol...

obi-wan

M’lady...you’re with child.

padme

He’ll be along any day now. Prince Lesko and I are looking forward to being parents. 

obi-wan

Padme, I’d love to hear all about it, but I need information. I need to know where Anakin is. 

padme

Obi-Wan...I’m not quite sure if I can tell you.

obi-wan

Why would that be?

padme

The only reason I can think of for you to be looking for him is to take revenge.

obi-wan

Jedi don’t take revenge. Sith do.

padme

The Sith...?

obi-wan

The Sith are the exact opposite of the Jedi. The Jedi use the Light Side of the Force to help and to heal, the Sith use the Dark Side of the Force to kill and conquer. The Jedi thrive on peace and harmony, the Sith thrive on war and chaos.

padme

What does this have to do - -

obi-wan

Padme, Palpatine’s move to wipe out the Jedi isn’t just political madness...Palpatine is the Dark Lord of the Sith.

padme

No...

obi-wan

Yes! Padme, Anakin is serving the Sith now!

padme

How bad is it? I mean, I’ve heard rumors, scattered reports, but I can’t believe that Anakin would be involved in something truly evil!

obi-wan

Padme, I saw the footage! Palpatine turned the clones against the Jedi...in their moment of triumph, they were destroyed by their own troops! Anakin raided the Temple...

Padme is crying now.

padme

No...

obi-wan

He rounded up the young children in the Council Chamber...

padme

No...!

obi-wan

HE CORNERED THEM AND CUT THEM TO PIECES!

padme

NO!

She breaks down sobbing. Obi-Wan softens and goes to hold her. 

padme (cont’d)

It’s all my fault. I should have seen this. I should...I should have seen the darkness growing in him.

obi-wan

It’s not your fault...I saw it to, and did nothing. I thought it would pass.

padme

But you do not know him as I do.

obi-wan

I was his Master.

padme

I am his wife!

Obi-Wan is shocked. He can’t speak for several moments. He finally gets his voice back.

obi-wan

His...his wife?!

padme

The child is not Lesko’s...it’s Anakin’s.

obi-wan

Well...this is unexpected.

He looks pissed.

later

Padme has regained her composure. 

padme

We were on Tatooine. Anakin went there to save his mother...but it was too late. She had been captured by Tuskan Raiders.

obi-wan

Those Tuskans are vicious.

padme

He found her in time to see her die. When that happened, he killed the entire village of Tuskans...men, women, and even children. It was then that I should have stopped him. I should have told you.

obi-wan

Yes...you should have.

padme

But Obi-Wan...I love him so much. I just...just didn’t want to lose our happiness together. I didn’t want those feelings to be gone.

obi-wan

Oh, they’re gone. 

He turns to her.

obi-wan

Padme...where is he. I can stop him; there’s still time, but I need to know where he is. Tell me...where is Anakin?

padme

Mustafar...he’s going to accept the surrender of the Separatist Council of Mustafar.

obi-wan

(under his breath)

And it will most likely be the last thing they ever do.

Obi-Wan stands.

obi-wan

I must go and try to make him see the light again.

padme

I’m going with you.

obi-wan

You’re in no shape to be - -

padme

I’m going with you! I can change him, Obi-Wan, I know I can!

Obi-Wan finally nods.

obi-wan

Very well. If he’ll listen to anyone, he’ll listen to you.

ext. naboo – landing pad – night

Cargo and supplies are loaded onto Padme’s NABOO SKIFF. Obi-Wan, C-3PO, R2-D2, and Padme prepare to leave. Captain Typho sees them off.

captain typho

Be safe, Senator.

padme

I will, Captain. See you soon.

typho

Be sure to contact me when the new Amidala is born.

padme

I will.

Obi-wan

(to Padme)

Alright, let’s go.

They board the ship, followed by the droids. R2 whistles.

c-3PO

Oh, R2, I really can not abide space travel. Too risky a business, if you ask me.

R2 spits out an electronic raspberry. The ramp closes, and the skiff takes off into the night air.

ext. coruscant – imperial senate – day

Yoda, in his beggar’s robes, makes his way to the entrance of the Senate chamber. He slips by several Stormtroopers unnoticed and heads inside. 

int. imperial senate – holding office of the emperor

Yoda makes his way down a long hallway. He can hear Palpatine’s voice from the office ahead, speaking to a hologram of Admiral Kagi. This is the underbelly of the Senate; in the middle of the room is the Emperor’s pod, which is usually raised into the main Senate chamber. 

palpatine 

(OS)

...Tell the Commanders that I want those rebellious senators found and executed. I can not afford to have those in the Senate oppose me at such a time.

admiral kagi 

(OS)

Yes, Emperor.

Yoda can now see Palpatine through the open doorway, addressing the hologram. Two RED ROYAL GUARDS stand at attention. Yoda clings to the shadows. 

palpatine

And another thing, Admiral, have all ships in the fleet make ready to - -

Yoda leaps forward, into the doorway. The guards block him with their force-pikes.  

yoda

Sidious...come, your time has.

Palpatine wheels in surprise. He ends the holographic transmision.

palpatine

You old fool...you dare show your putrid face here, after the defeat your kind as suffered?!

yoda

Tricked us you have, Sidious. But no longer. Answer for the crimes you have committed, you must!

palpatine

We’ll just see about that!

Palpatine fires FORCE LIGHTENING at Yoda, who deflects it towards the Royal Guards, who are shocked into unconsciousness. 

yoda

Be that easy, it will not!

palpatine

Oh, I assure you, Master Yoda, killing you will be all too easy!

Palpatine fires more lightening at Yoda, who deflects it back at him. Palpatine finally stops his barrage, and ignites his Sith lightsaber. Yoda ignites his own blade.

yoda

Destroyed the Jedi, you have...but destroy justice, you can not. One day, today, tomorrow, next week, next year, catch up to you, your deeds will. And when that happens  - -

palpatine

When that happens, I will have so much power that I will be able to cheat death! 

Palpatine charges Yoda, who attacks him. The two ancient warriors duel around and around the chamber. Yoda attacks, then falls back, testing Palpatine’s defenses. He can’t find an opening in the Sith’s form. Finally, he sees an opening; a chance to cut Palpatine’s legs out from under him. Yoda dashes forward, only to have Palpatine spring a trap on him. Yoda falls back.

The duel continues through the chamber. Palpatine picks up various objects from around the room and tosses them with the Force, causing Yoda to fight on two fronts. When he thinks Yoda is distracted, Palpatine fires Force lightening at Yoda...but the venerable Jedi Master quickly turns and fires the lightening back at Palpatine. The energy hits the Sith Lord directly in the face! Palpatine shrieks and falls to his knees, holding his smoldering features with one hand. Yoda pants as he watches Palpatine.

yoda

Told you it would not be that easy, I did!

Palpatine slowly looks up at Yoda; the Sith’s face is scarred and bloated, looking much like it will in twenty-four years, when Palpatine will meet Luke Skywalker on the Death Star. 

palpatine

If I die, I’m going to take you with me...Jedi!

The battle is renewed. Palpatine swings his lightsaber desperately. He laughs maniacally, clearly insane with anger. The two combatants make their way to the Emperor’s Pod, which slowly begins to rise towards the Senate Chamber.

int. imperial senate – main senate chamber

The Emperor’s Pod rises into the chamber, Yoda and Palpatine still locked in a ferocious duel. Palpatine hefts his lightsaber with one hand, and fires lightening from the other. Flashes emit from the pod. Yoda deflects the bolts, and charges Palpatine. He finally gets the upper hand, knocking Sidious to the ground. Yoda comes in for the killing strike. Suddenly, Palpatine knocks Yoda away, and raises his hand. Senate Pods detach from the curving senate walls and fly through the air. Yoda ducks as the pods zip overhead. 

Palpatine accsess a computer terminal, and more pods fly through the air. Pods crash into each other and fall to the floor, the debris mounting up. As a pod zooms by, Palpatine jumps in and flies off. Yoda prepares to jump into a nearby pod, but Palpatine turns and hits him with a bolt of lightening. Yoda yells as he is burned by the Sith lightening. He falls into the debris covering the floor of the one proud Senate. 

Palpatine, catching his breath, looks down, but sees no sign of Yoda. He activates the comm-link in the Senate pod.

palpatine

(into comm-link)

Clone Command, this is your Emperor. There is a Jedi in the Senate building. Storm it at once. 

clone INTELLIGENCE officer

(over comm-link)

Yes, your highness.

in the lower senate

Yoda hears Palpatine’s order. His eyes narrow, as he realizes he must escape. He runs through the debris, and enters a service accsess way. He shuts the shaft door behind him. He pulls out his comm-link.

yoda

(into comm-link)

Come in, Senator Organa. Come in, you must.

ext. coruscant landing pad

Bail is standing next to his red Alderaan speeder, being questioned be an imperial officer named CAPTAIN ALGORTH. A squad of Stormtroopers stands behind their captain. Algorth consults a data pad.

algorth

I don’t see your security clearance here, Senator. You must have sneaked on-world illegally.

bail

How dare you make that remark, Captain! I’m a member of the Imperial Senate! If I don’t have clearance, it’s because of your lackluster information system - -

algorth

Our system is perfect! Perhaps I should take you in for an interrogation, Senator?

Suddenly, Yoda’s voice blares from Bail’s comm-link.   

yoda

(over comm-link)

Yoda, this is, calling Senator Organa. Come in you must.

Bail quickly turns off the comm-link. Algorth’s eyes widen.

algorth

That’s Yoda! The Jedi leader!

bail

No...

algorth

You’re a conspirator!

bail

I can explain...

algorth

TRAITOR!

(to his troopers)

Fire at will!

Algorth and the clone troopers open fire on Bail, who pulls out a concealed blaster pistol and ducks behind his speeder, firing back. He hits Algorth, before jumping into his speeder and heading away. As he leaves, he sets his blaster to overload, and throws it onto the landing platform. Bail zips away. On the platform, the troopers pick up Bail’s blaster; only too late do they discover it’s on overload. The landing platform explodes!

ext. coruscant – airways

Bail flies away from the landing platform at top speed. He activates his comm-link.

bail

(into comm-link)

Master Yoda! Master Yoda, come in!

yoda

(over comm-link)

Senator...escape the Senate, I must. Underneath the superstructure, meet me.

bail

(into comm-link)

I’ll be there as soon as I can.

He turns around and flies towards the Senate building.  

int. lower senate

Yoda pulls out his lightsaber, and cuts through the floor. He drops to the next level, then cuts through the floor again. He drops to the next lowest floor.

ext. imperial senate

Hundreds of Imperial Stormtroopers, Clone Troopers, and gunships approach the Senate. A shuttle pulls up to the main entrance, and Tarkin and Commander Bacara, who has returned from Kashyyyk, exit. Palpatine slowly heads towards them. 

tarkin

Your highness, we’ve created a security perimeter; the Jedi scum won’t get far. We - -

Tarkin pauses as he sees Palpatine’s new face for the first time. He gasps.

tarkin (cont’d)

Sir, your...your face!

palpatine

See that the Jedi who did this to me is crushed!

Tarkin turns to Bacara.

tarkin

Commander, take to the air in your gunship; set up an air patrol. 

bacara

Yes, sir.

int. lower senate

Yoda cuts through the final level of the Senate. The floor falls away, and below, he can see several hundred feet of air, and the next level far below. He takes a breath, closes his eyes, and jumps.

ext. coruscant – airways 

Yoda lands in Bail’s speeder as it passes by. They fly away.

yoda

Perfect your timing was.

bail

Are you wounded, Master Yoda?

yoda

No...only my pride. Defeated by the Sith, was I.

bail

The Jedi will get another opportunity to face Palpatine. For now, we need to get off-world.

yoda

Agree do I.

As the speeder flies away from the senate, they approach the Imperial air patrol. 

bail

Hang on!

He serves to head underneath the gunships. However, as they pass Bacara’s GUNSHIP, the clone commander sees Yoda in the speeder. 

bacara

Yoda!

He turns to the pilot.

bacara (cont’d)

All ships, follow that speeder! The Jedi Yoda is aboard!

The gunships race after Bail’s speeder. 

yoda

Reach the Tantive, we must, if expect to survive, we do.

bail

I’d just about come to that conclusion myself. Hold on, I’ll lose them in the traffic.

Bail plunges deep into the Coruscant traffic. The Imperial gunships open fire. 

on bacara’s gunship

Bacara leans out eagerly as his gunship gains on Bail and Yoda. 

bacara

(to his pilot)

Faster! Faster!

in bail’s speeder

Bail pilots the speeder desperately, weaving through the traffic. The larger gunships are having trouble keeping up. The clone pilots blast several civilian transports in an attempt to reach Bail’s speeder.

bail

This isn’t working. They’re killing civilians! We have to escape the traffic!

yoda

To the same conclusion myself, I had.

Despite his situation, Bail has to smile hearing the strange Jedi Master try to quote him. Bail heads over the main traffic, leading the gunships away from the civilians, then pulls out his comm-link.

bail

(over comm-link)

Captain Antilles, get the ship ready for flight...

A blast explodes near Bail’s head.

bail (cont’d)

(into comm-link)

NOW!

captain antilles

(over comm-link)

Sir, what about the Imperial guards at the pad  - -?

bail

(into comm-link)

Screw the Imperial guards, just be ready for take-off!

captain antilles

(over comm-link)

Yes, sir.

Blaster fire erupts around Bail’s speeder. Four gunships pull alongside, under, and over the speeder. Bacara’s gunship is on the right; the clone soldier leans out of the side, hefting a large missile launcher.

bacara

Yoda!

yoda

Commander Bacara...wish I could say I was glad to see you, I do.

bacara

I should have finished this on the home-world of those Wookiee savages. All you aliens are alike...better off dead!

Bacara fires the missile. Bail yells and swerves, but Yoda reaches out with the Force, and sends the missile back into Bacara’s gunship. The clone commander yells as his craft explodes. The debris takes out two more gunships. By the time the explosion clears, Bail’s speeder is gone. The remaining Imperials head away.

In bail’s speeder

Bail heads for the Tantive IV’s dock.

bail

So...was that clone a friend of yours?

yoda

A soldier who served under me, he was. Betrayed his Wookiee allies, he did.

bail

“Betray”...that’s a word I’ve heard far too much of lately. 

Yoda simply sighs.

ext. coruscant – landing pad - dusk

Bail sets his speeder next to the Tantive IV. He and Yoda stay close to the shadows. Dark shapes litter the pad. Captain Antilles and Bail’s Aides approach out of the darkness.

captain antilles

Senator.

bail

Did you meet any resistance?

Antilles comes into the light, to reveal his face is covered is cuts, his uniform stained with blood. The other Alderaanians are in similar shape.

captain antilles

Yes sir...we met some resistance.

Bail stumbles over an object...he looks down to see the body of Captain Altoh lying on the ground. The other Imperial guards lay dead near him. Antilles looks like he’s going to be sick.

bail

You did the right thing, Captain.

yoda

Leave Coruscant, we shall.

bail

We can go to Alderaan, we’ll be safe there.

Bail, Yoda, Antilles, and the others quickly board the vessel.

ext. imperial senate - night

Palpatine stands at a balcony, over-looking the Imperial capital. Tarkin approaches and bows.

tarkin

Your highness, I have bad news; the Jedi escaped.

palpatine

Do not concern yourself, General. I have many ways of getting what I want.

ext. space

Padme’s Naboo skiff races through the stars. Several small moons are visible in the distance.

int. naboo skiff – padme’s quarters

Padme sits, looking over holo-reports. 3PO bustles around the room. 

padme

I can’t believe it, 3PO. Things are actually worse than Obi-Wan told me. Millions of protestors have been rounded up and killed, and- - 

3PO puts his hands over his “ears.”

c-3po

No, don’t tell me...I don’t want to know...

padme

I feel that way, too, but information is power, and...

Padme suddenly cries out and clutches at her stomach. 3PO rushes to her side.

C-3Po

Oh, what is it, Mistress Padme?

padme

Nothing. It’s nothing. 

c-3po

I know it’s really none of my business, Miss Padme, but I do think you should have a medical examination. You’re two weeks overdue!

padme

I’ll visit the doctor when I have some time. Thank you for your concern, 3PO.

c-3PO

Of course, Mistress Padme.

The door slides open, and Obi-Wan sticks his head in.

obi-wan

M’lady, I’ve just been contacted by Bail Organa. He and Master Yoda are heading to Alderaan. I’ve instructed the pilots to meet them there.

padme

I appreciate your wisdom, Obi-Wan.

ext. space 

The skiff turns around and heads for Alderaan.

ext. Nar hutta – landing pad

Sitting on a small landing pad is Slave One, the former ship of Jango Fett.

int. slave one – cockpit

Occupying the command station is BOBA FETT, now wearing his trade-mark MANDALORIAN BATTLE SUIT. He speaks to a holographic Emperor Palpatine.

palpatine

I have a job for you, bounty hunter.

boba fett

If it involves tracking any more Jedi, I await it eagerly.

palpatine

It does. I need you to find the Jedi Master Yoda.

boba fett

I will receive my usual payment?

palpatine

Half before, and half on delivery. But I want his head as proof of your task’s completion.

boba fett

Very well.

Palpatine ends the transmision, and Boba takes off his helmet, to reveal a wild grin on his face. 

ext. space – alderaan

The Naboo skiff exits hyperspace and approaches ALDERAAN, a lovely blue-green world, hanging like a bright marble in space. 

ext. alderaan palace – day

The Naboo skiff lands neatly outside the palace. Bail and Yoda smile as the hatch opens, and Padme, Obi-Wan, R2 and 3PO exit. Bail and Padme bow to each other.

bail

M’lady.

padme

Senator Organa.

Obi-Wan approaches Yoda.

obi-wan

Yoda! What happened?! Is Sidious still alive?! 

yoda

Live, the Sith Lord does.

Obi-Wan’s face falls.

bail

Come...we have much to discuss.

They head through the palace courtyard. Alderaanian architecture is graceful and flowing, and the CITIZENS wear strange, blue-gray, form-fitting garments. Padme, Bail, the Jedi and the droids enter the palace.

int. alderaan palace – conference room

Bail, Padme, Yoda, and Obi-Wan sit in a room filled with blinking lights. 

Bail

Over a hundred star systems have pledged their allegiance to our Alliance to Restore the Republic. Senators Mothma, Bel Iblis, Zar, Ackpan, Alavar, Dee, and others are organizing the rebellion.

obi-wan

How soon can you be ready to wage war on the Emperor?

bail

Well, an organization such as this needs military intelligence, ships, weapons and hardware, service and repair droids, not mention soldiers and pilots. It could take years, even decades before we make a significant stand, or even win a battle.

padme

And the hardest part will be hiding from the Emperor. We have to keep our true intentions a secret. We should stay in the Imperial Senate; that will be our main source of intelligence. 

obi-wan

If Palpatine finds out about your connection to this rebellion, harsh repercussions will follow.

padme

Naboo is far removed from the rest of the galaxy. Palpatine will not believe we could be behind the rebellion.

bail

The same is true of Alderaan. Our society abhors violence. We will not be the first suspects in a plot against the Empire. Our job will be to function as spies and agents. The other, more militarily advanced worlds will help to build the armies and space fleets.

obi-wan

Master Yoda...would it be possible for the two of us to train a new generation of Jedi Knights...away from the Emperor’s sight?

yoda

Possible one day, maybe...but for now, impossible it is. Hunted down the young Jedi would be, and slaughtered. Not an option in the coming years, is this.

Both of the Jedi eye Padme. She shifts uncomfortably.

obi-wan

Then Senator Amidala...the wife of Anakin Skywalker carries in her our hope for the future.

padme

What do you mean?

obi-wan

Padme...if your child has even half the power Anakin has, then its possible he can change the future. Just as Anakin has altered the galaxy for the worse, this child may alter it for the better...if he’s trained properly. 

padme

No! No...I’ll not have my child whisked away to trained in the Jedi arts, so he becomes a target for the Empire! He’ll stay on Naboo, with me. 

obi-wan

Padme, this isn’t just about you. It’s about every man, woman and child in this galaxy!

padme

Anakin was right about you, Obi-Wan! You want to take away what little happiness I have left!

The three men are shocked. 

yoda

Discuss this now, we need not. However, one thing is certain; keep that child away from Skywalker and the Emperor, we must...at all costs. Or trained for evil or destroyed, he could be.

obi-wan

Speaking of Anakin, you should know that I’m leaving again. I need to face him...try one last time to make him see the light.

yoda

Hope you have better luck in your battle than I had against Sidious, do I. 

padme

Take me with you.

obi-wan

Padme, have you heard nothing spoken in this conference? Those children must be kept safe. There’s no way I’m taking you straight to Anakin - -

padme

You told me I could go with you!

obi-wan

I’ve changed my mind! If Palpatine were defeated in the battle with Yoda, that would be one thing, but too much rests of my confrontation with Anakin!

padme

But - -

obi-wan

NO! The answer is no!

Obi-Wan rises to leave.

bail

When do you leave, Master Obi-Wan?

obi-wan

As soon as the skiff is refueled. 

Obi-Wan stomps out of the meeting. Padme looks angrily after him.

ext. space

Anakin zooms forward, heading to Mustafar.

int. anakin’s fighter

The ship is on auto-pilot. Anakin is busy constructing a new lightsaber...he takes a large red crystal from his pocket and inserts it in the handle.

ext. alderaan palace – night

The Naboo skiff lifts off, into the night air.

int. naboo skiff – cockpit

Obi-Wan pilots the skiff. He takes a deep breath. The ship shoots off into the atmosphere. 

int. naboo skiff – cargo hold

Huddled in the cargo hold, shivering, is Padme Amidala. She looks ill.

int. alderaan palace – bail’s bedroom

Bail is sleeping fitfully next to his wife, PRINCESS BREHA. The doors bang open as Yoda enters, out of breath. Bail and Breha leap up.

breha

What...what’s going on?

bail

Master Yoda?

yoda

Gone! Gone, is she! To Mustafar, I fear she will go.

bail

Slow down! Who’s gone?

yoda

Senator Amidala! Obi-Wan has left for Mustafar and has taken Padme with him has he, though know it, he does not.

bail

She’s a stowaway!

yoda

Foolish girl! Doom us all, she will!

bail

We’ll take my ship. 

Bail leaps out of bed and throws his cloths on.

breha

Bail! What’s going on?

bail

I’ll explain when I get back. 

Bail kisses his wife, and races for his closet.

ext. space – mustafar orbit

Anakin’s fighter races for the molten lava planet. 

ext. separatist Base – day

Anakin sets down outside the Separatist base. He leaps out from his cockpit. He ignites his blue lightsaber; murder is in his eyes.

at the base entrance

Anakin approaches the main doors to the gate. Several NEIMOIDIAN GUNNERS block his way.

neimoidian Gunner captain

Halt! This is a Confederate Base, Jedi! 

anakin

I’m no Jedi...I’m a Sith!

neimoidian gunner captain

I don’t care. Now lower your weapon or die.

anakin

I give you the same option!

The Neimoidians look at each other in confusion. Anakin charges, slashing them apart with his lightsaber. A few of the gunners get a few shots off with their blaster rifles, but Anakin easily deflects them and rids himself of his enemies. Suddenly, two MUSTAFAR SENTRIES, cyborgs riding SCURRIERS, attack, slashing at Anakin with giant blades. He cuts them down as well. Anakin starts burning through the door.

int. separatist council

Nute Gunray, Rune Haako, and the others are seated at their table. They hear a commotion from outside. Nute rises angrily. 

nute gunray

What - -?!

The doors slam open; Anakin enters. Behind him are the corpses of four Neimoidian Gunners. He hefts his lightsaber angrily. 

anakin

It’s time for you to pay for your crimes against the Emperor, Separatist scum!

Anakin charges! Nute Gunray pulls a small blaster from beneath the table, and fires. Anakin cuts off Gunray’s hand. The Neimoidian yells and sinks to the floor. Anakin raises his blade above the cowering Neimoidian.

anakin (cont’d)

This is for Padme!

Anakin swings down the lightsaber.

int. tantive IV – cockpit

Tonns Ortollo and Antilles pilot. Bail and Yoda sit silently. Bail turns to Yoda.

bail

Almost there.

Yoda nods.

ext. space

The Tantive IV flies by. 

pull back

To show Slave One following a safe distance away. 

int. slave one – cockpit

Boba Fett once again talks to a holographic Palpatine.

boba fett

The Jedi Yoda is headed to Mustafar.

palpatine

Mustafar? Interesting. 

boba fett

Should I intercept?

palpatine

No...no. My apprentice can handle him. You have done well, bounty hunter. I shall contact you if I have future requests.

boba fett

As you wish.

ext. space – mustafar orbit

The Naboo Skiff approaches the planet.

ext. mustafar – separatist base

The skiff lands. A minute later, a small hatch opens, and Padme crawls out. She runs towards the base.

int. naboo skiff – cockpit 

Obi-Wan ignites his lightsaber, and gives it a few experimental swings. He walks towards the exit.

int. separatist council 

Anakin stands over the corpses of the entire Separatist Council. He kicks Rune Haako’s body, making sure he’s dead. He turns in surprise as Padme enters.

anakin

Padme?! What are you doing here?! I thought you were on Naboo!

padme

What have you done, Anakin?! 

anakin

What I had to do! I killed them Padme...but they were no good! Do you remember Gunray...he invaded your world! He put a bounty on your head! The galaxy’s better off without him!

padme

This isn’t the way, Annie.

anakin

Don’t call me that! I’m not a little Tatooine slave boy, I’m not Obi-Wan’s little apprentice...I’m finally a man!

padme

You’re not a man...you’re a monster!

anakin

No! These separatists were monsters!

padme

It’s not just the separatists. Obi-Wan told me how you murdered the Jedi children. 

anakin

Obi-Wan’s alive?!

padme

I - -

anakin

Did you tell him where to find me?! DID YOU?!?!

padme

I...no - -

At that moment, Obi-Wan enters. Anakin’s eyes turn non-human.

anakin

YOU!

obi-wan

Move away from him, Padme!

padme

Obi-Wan...don’t hurt him!

anakin

(to Padme)

You brought him here?!

Padme tries to respond, but she can’t breath. She desperately gasps, and begins to rise off the floor. 

anakin (cont’d)

(to Padme)

I loved you...so much...and this is how you repay me!

obi-wan

Anakin! Let her go!

Anakin finally releases Padme, and she drops to the floor. Anakin throws her out into the hall; she lands, and hits her head, and is rendered unconscious. 

obi-wan

Look at yourself, Anakin. See what you’ve become! There’s still a chance to come back to the good side- -

anakin

Shut-up! You tell me to look at what I’ve become! You Jedi are the monsters, you always were! You took everything from me; my mother, my wife, even my arm! But I’ll make you pay! You will pay!

Anakin hefts his blue lightsaber, and charges Obi-Wan, who barely deflects the attack. THE DUEl has begun! Anakin and Obi-Wan spar furiously. Anakin attacks, then Obi-Wan. They duel back and forth across the chamber. Anakin picks up the corpses and hurtles them at Obi-Wan, who pauses to knock the away. While Obi-Wan is distracted, Anakin leaps at him, and chokes him. Obi-Wan sinks to the floor before Anakin, gasping.

anakin

Feel this, Obi-Wan! Feel this, before you die!

Obi-Wan jumps up, breaking Anakin’s hold on him. He swings, but Anakin jumps away. They jump from table to table. The duel is faster and more furious than any seen before. The anger of the two combatants is palpable. 

obi-wan

You don’t have to be this way Anakin! I can help you!

anakin

The only way you can help me is by jumping onto my blade!

Obi-Wan grins.

obi-wan

Oh, Anakin...your mother would be so ashamed!

Anakin ROARS! He renews his attack, slashing at Obi-Wan. They two former friends enter the adjoining communications room.

int. mustafar base – COMMUNICATIONS room

The duel continues. Obi-Wan tries to slash off Anakin’s robotic arm, but Anakin blocks the attack, and cuts into a bit of Obi-Wan’s leg. Obi-Wan yells and knocks Anakin back. They enter a back entrance. 

int. mustafar base – back entrance

Anakin and Obi-Wan fight on. 

obi-wan

Is that the best you can do?! Considering I’m the one that trained you, that’s pretty insulting. 

anakin

Less talking, more dying, Kenobi!

obi-wan

Come on, I’m not even getting tired! Throw me your best shot, Anakin!

anakin

So you want me to throw something at you?! 

Anakin picks up shards of sharp rock jutting from the walls and flings them at Obi-Wan. He yells.

anakin

That look on your face seems familiar. Oh, yes...that was the expression on the Jedi Padawans faces...before I killed them!

Now Obi-Wan is enraged! He throws the shards back at Anakin! Obi-Wan retreats into the Communications room.

int. mustafar base – communications room 

Anakin charges Obi-Wan. They are both obviously starting to tire, but keep fighting.

obi-wan

You’re getting sloppy, Anakin! Now wonder Count Dooku was able to cut off your arm!

anakin

And you’re extremely weak-minded, Obi-Wan. No wonder Sidious was able to fool you into fighting an entire war for him! How many innocent people do you think died because of you?! How many did you lead into battle in the name of a Sith Lord!

obi-wan

I never served the Sith! I served the Republic! The Sith are nothing! And neither are you!

Anakin charges again! Obi-Wan is knocked into a computer terminal. He stands and races out towards the back entrance. 

Ext. mustafar base – lavA ravine

Obi-Wan exits the base, and finds himself on a narrow ravine overlooking a lava flow. The superstructure of the DEATH STAR can be seen in the distance. Anakin follows Obi-Wan, and charges. They duel back and forth. Lava spurts up from below. Anakin flings some lava at Obi-Wan, who deflects it. Anakin grabs a cable hanging over the lava, and swings over to the other side. Obi-Wan grabs another cable and follows. In midair, they clash. They spin crazily over the lava, and Obi-Wan loses his grip and falls towards the lava. At the last moment, he stops, and jumps to the far side. Anakin follows. They face each other.

anakin

I have to say, this has been fun, but it’s time end this!

He pulls out and ignites his second red SITH LIGHTSABER. Obi-Wan attacks, trying to go on the offensive before Anakin can. Anakin, however, has Obi-Wan severely outmatched with his two blades. The two Force-users back onto a ledge over the lava. Anakin has Obi-Wan cornered.

anakin (cont’d)

Now...do I cut you apart...or do you jump?!

However, Obi-Wan swings around, and now corners Anakin. Before Anakin can react, Obi-Wan cuts off both of Anakin’s legs! His enemy yells, and falls to the ground, dropping his blue Jedi lightsaber. 

obi-wan

Please...Anakin. You are beaten. Let me help you.

anakin

NO!

Anakin swings his Sith-blade with his remaining hand, which Obi-Wan cuts off. Anakin yells in rage, before falling into the lava below. Obi-Wan sinks to the ground, exhausted. He slowly picks up Anakin’s blue lightsaber, then heads for his ship. 

int. separatist base

Bail and Yoda enter, alert and worried. 

bail

Obi-Wan?!

Yoda spots Padme. 

yoda

Senator Amidala!

Yoda and Bail kneel and study her.

bail

She’s in bad shape.

He picks her up. Yoda hears a sound, and draws his lightsaber. Obi-Wan emerges from the shadows.

yoda

Obi-Wan! Did Skywalker escape?

obi-wan

No. He did not.

bail

Come on, he gotta’ get out of here. On the way, we picked up an Imperial Star Destroyer closing in.

obi-wan

All right.

Obi-Wan, Yoda, and Bail head toward their craft.

ext. space – mustafar orbit

The Tantive IV flies away from the planet, and enters hyperspace. A moment later, a STAR DESTROYER exits hyperspace from a different direction. 

int. star destroyer – bridge

General Tarkin talks with Admiral Kagi.

tarkin

Remember, we’re here to secure the super structure of the battle station. Tell your men not to damage any of the information systems.

kagi

Yes sir.

ext. mustafar base – lave ravine

Stormtroopers and Clone Troopers crawl all over the ravine. Tarkin strides by. A stormtroopers calls to him.

storm trooper thd-1129

General, over here!

Tarkin approaches. 

tarkin

Yes, what is it?

stormtrooper thd-1129

We found Master Skywalker...or...what’s left of him.

Tarkin turns to see the Stormtroopers wheeling a large BACTA-TANK out of the ravine. Inside is the burned and ruined Anakin Skywalker.

stormtrooper thd-1129 (cont’d)

He found this near him. 

He hands something to Tarkin...it’s Anakin’s red Sith lightsaber. Tarkin studies it thoughtfully.

int. tantive iv – cockpit

Yoda and Obi-Wan sit. Bail enters. 

bail

Padme doesn’t look good, and on top of that, she’s about ready to give birth. We need to find a hospital closer than Alderaan.

Obi-Wan studies a map.

Obi-Wan

Here...the Polis Massa asteroid belt. It’s close, and the natives are masters of medicinal 

technology.

bail

You heard him, Captain.

captain antilles

Yes, sir.

int. polis massa hospital 

Bail enters, carrying Padme, followed by Yoda, Obi-Wan, 3PO, R2, R2, and Captain Antilles. He approaches several POLIS MASSAN DOCTORS.

bail

This woman needs medical attention. 

POLIS MASSAN DOCTOR

What are her ailments?

obi-wan

She’s been strangled, thrown, knocked unconscious, and she’s in labor.

The doctors look shocked. 

polis massan doctor

Right this way.

Padme’s eyes shoot open.

padme

Anakin...?

bail

No...no it’s not Anakin.

padme

Bail...it’s time.

Padme lets out a shriek!

int. polis massan hospital – outside delivery room

Bail, Obi-Wan, Yoda, and the droids await. Padme’s screams come from the inside room.

c-3po

Oh, this awful! 

R2 whistles.

c-3PO (cont’d)

Don’t tell me to clam down, you sarcastic little plebian-droid! I’m sure this is all has to do with something you did!

Padme’s yells end abruptly. The doctor exits the room.

polis massan doctor

They’re here.

obi-wan

“They?”

polis massan doctor

Yes...twins. A boy and a girl.

bail

Amazing.

int. polis massan hospital – delivery room

Padme’s friend’s gather around her. She looks exhausted but proud. Padme looks to Obi-Wan.

padme

Obi-Wan...I’m sorry what I said about you earlier. How I said Anakin was right about you. Please forgive me.

obi-wan

It’s already forgotten.

He looks at the infants.

obi-wan (cont’d)

What are you going to name them?

The doctor comes in and hands the girl to Padme. Padme and the baby girl look into each other’s eyes, sharing a brief but powerful connection. 

padme

Leia.

The doctor hands Padme the boy. 

padme (cont’d)

Luke.

She cradles them in her hands. Suddenly, she stiffens. 

padme

Anakin!

obi-wan

Padme...no!

Padme Amidala sinks back in her bed. She has died. Obi-Wan carefully takes Luke, while Bail takes baby Leia. The doctor turns them.

polis massan doctor

She’s gone. I’m sorry. There’s nothing we could do.

A tear rolls down Obi-Wan’s cheek.

int. polis massan hospital – observation doME

Yoda sits, looking out at the myriad stars through the large dome. He sighs heavily. Suddenly, he hears a strange voice. 

qui-gon jinn

(OS)

Yoda...

Yoda looks up. 

yoda

Who’s there?

qui-gon jinn

(OS)

Yoda...

yoda

Qui-Gon Jinn...?!

The ghost of QUI-GON JINN appears before Yoda, who is shocked.

yoda (cont’d)

Impossible, is this!

qui-gon jinn     

Not impossible, Yoda. The ability to retain one’s self after death requires hard work, and an unyielding comprehension of the living force, but it is possible. 

yoda

Glad I am to see you...even in these times.

qui-gon jinn

Not all is dark. Even now, there is light. Those children are our future. 

yoda

How do you know so much?

qui-gon jinn

Ah, Master Yoda...you’d be surprised how clear everything becomes when you are observing the galaxy, rather then a part of it.

yoda

Know, do you, how others can retain themselves after death?

qui-Gon Jinn

Yes...and I would like to teach you. And when Obi-Wan is ready, I will appear before him, and teach him as well. Will you study with me?

Yoda pauses, the bows.

yoda

Your humble Padawan I am...Master Qui-Gon.

qui-gon JInn

Rise, old friend.

Yoda stands. He pauses again.

yoda

Master...if not the Chosen One was Skywalker, then still out there, are they?

qui-gon jinn

No, Yoda...I believe Anakin was the Chosen One...we simply misread the Prophesy. We were told that the Chose One would bring balance to the Force, and bring balance he did. Now, there are two Sith...and two Jedi.

yoda

But dead, Skywalker is.

qui-gon jinn

No...not dead. Ruined and terrible, but not dead.

Qui-Gon’s ghost fades away, leaving Yoda is deep thought.

int. tantive IV – corridor

Bail leads 3PO and R2 into the hallway. Captain Antilles approaches and salutes. 

captain antilles

We’re almost ready to depart, sir.

bail

Very good.

Antilles turns to go.

bail (cont’d)

I’m leaving these droids in your care. Have them outfitted with everything...they’ll belong to Padme’s...to my daughter.

c-3PO

Oh, how exciting. I can’t wait to tell Leia of her parent’s exploits! She’ll be so proud!

bail

Oh, and Captain, the tall one...have its memory wiped.

captain antilles

Yes, sir.

c-3Po

Oh, dear.

R2 whistles.

int. polis massan hospital – hanger bay

Bail, Yoda, and Obi-Wan are preparing to leave. Antilles, 3PO, and R2 stand near-by.

bail

I’ll take the girl with me. Breha and I will raise Leia as a princess. She’ll have all she would ever want or need.

obi-wan

I’ll give Luke to his step-brother and step-sister on Tatooine. It’s the one place where the Empire will never look.

yoda

Go to a secluded planet will I, where find me, The Empire will not. When the children are ready to finish their training, send them to me, you shall.

obi-wan

Then you still mean to go ahead with your plan?

yoda

Those children are the only hope we have left now.

Bail, Yoda, and Obi-Wan share a long glance. A future where Luke and Leia make a difference seems a long way off.

int. imperial medical facility – night

The facility is dark and dank. Medical droids attend to a figure strapped to a slab. They attack breathing apparatus and armor. Finally, the figure of DARTH VADER comes into view. This is the man who was once Anakin Skywalker...but no more. Vader awakes with a start. He takes his first trademark breath. 

darth vader

Where...where am I?

Emperor Palpatine steps forward.

palpatine

You’re safe. Lord Vader...

darth vader

Yes, Master.

palpatine

Rise.

The slam holding Vader turns upwards. Vader sits up, but is still restrained.

darth vader

Where...where is my wife? Where is Padme?

palpatine

You killed her.

darth vader

NOOOOOOOOOO!

A FORCE-STORM starts in the room. Medical droids are thrown around and ripped to pieces. Equipment is thrown against the walls. The only one left untouched in Palpatine, who lets out a maniacal laugh.

ext. naboo palace – day

Vader’s scream echoes in this next scene. In the thick rain, there is a memorial service for Senator Padme Amidala. Present are RUWEE NABERRIE, JOBAL NABERRIE, SOLA NABERRIE, RYOO NABERRIE, POOJA NABERRIE, Jar Jar Binks, as well as the new QUEEN OF NABOO and several SENATORS. They watch as Padme’s coffin is carried towards the royal graveyard.

ext. dagobah – day

Yoda climbs out of an escape pod. He studies his new home, before heading into the forest to start building a place to live.

ext. alderaan – alderaan palace – day

Bail and Breha stand on a balcony, overlooking the capital city. Bail holds and plays with little Leia, C-3PO and R2-D2 are in the background.

ext. tatooine – lars farmstead – day

Obi-Wan approaches the farm. He holds Luke, bundled in his arms, who he hands to OWEN LARS and BERU LARS. Owen scowls, but Beru smiles at the little boy. Obi-Wan gives Luke one last look, the turns and heads towards the twin suns, into the dessert. 

int. star destroyer – bridge

Palpatine and Tarkin stand, staring out the window at the Death Star superstructure, which is now in orbit above Coruscant. Darth Vader approaches and joins them. He stares out at the battle station. He is unreadable, but he is certainly considering his future...in the Emperor’s service. The reign of Darth Vader and his Emperor has begun.

iris out

The end
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Marty Wetherill .... Magistrate Passel Argente 
Graeme Blundell .... Ruwee Naberrie 
Trisha Noble .... Jobal Naberrie 
Claudia Karvan .... Sola Naberrie 
Keira Wingate .... Ryoo Naberrie 
Hayley Mooy .... Pooja Naberrie 
Rohan Nichol .... Captain Antilles 
Matt Rowan .... Senator Orn Free Taa 
Chantal Freer .... Elle 
Kristy Wright .... Motee 
Holly Stringer .... A Handmaiden 
Paul Spence .... Senator Ask Aak 
Paul Nicholson .... Senator Po Nudo 
Paul Davies .... A Mon Calamarian Senator 
Olive Levi .... Senator Fema Baab 
Coinneach Alexander .... A Jedi Padawan 
Amy Allen .... Aayla Secura 
Josh Canning .... A Jedi Knight 
Dominique Chionchio .... A Jedi Knight 
Axel Dench .... A Wookiee 
Caroline De Souza .... Bail Organa's Aide 
Malcolm Eager .... A Naboo Officer 
Nicholas Ferguson .... A Senator 
Lawrence Foster .... A Blue Senate Guard 

Jeremy Bulloch....Alderaanian Pilot
Nick Gillard .... Cin Drallig 
Luke Hinksman .... A Quarren Official 
Peter Jackson .... A Blue Senate Guard 
James Earl Jones .... Darth Vader (voice) 
Ali Keshavji .... A Fire Ship Pilot 
Michael Kingma ....Tarfful 

Gervais Koffi .... A Jedi Knight 
Jacqui Louez .... A Senator 
Jason MacPhee .... A Naboo Guard 
Mousy McCallum .... Bene

Jett Lucas....Tado 
T.V. Moore .... Tundra Dowmeia's Aide 
Jeremy Prestoe .... Senator Tundra Dowmeia 
Hamish Roxburgh .... A Naboo Guard 
Lisa Shaunessy .... A Senator 
David Stiff .... A Wookie 
Aliyah Williams .... A Jedi Knight 

Masa Yamaguchi .... A Senator    

